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In this companion volume John van Maanen's Tales of the Field, three scholars
reveal how the ethnographer turns direct experience and observation into written
fieldnotes upon which an ethnography is based. Drawing on years of teaching and
field research experience, the authors develop a series of guidelines, suggestions,
and practical advice about how to write useful fieldnotes in a variety of settings,
both cultural and institutional. Using actual unfinished, "working" notes as
examples, they illustrate options for composing, reviewing, and working fieldnotes
into finished texts. They discuss different organizational and descriptive strategies,
including evocation of sensory detail, synthesis of complete scenes, the value of
partial versus omniscient perspectives, and of first person versus third person
accounts. Of particular interest is the author's discussion of notetaking as a
mindset. They show how transforming direct observations into vivid descriptions
results not simply from good memory but more crucially from learning to envision
scenes as written. A good ethnographer, they demonstrate, must learn to
remember dialogue and movement like an actor, to see colors and shapes like a
painter, and to sense moods and rhythms like a poet. The authors also emphasize
the ethnographer's core interest in presenting the perceptions and meanings which
the people studied attach to their own actions. They demonstrate the subtle ways
that writers can make the voices of people heard in the texts they produce. Finally,
they analyze the "processing" of fieldnotes—the practice of coding notes to identify
themes and methods for selecting and weaving together fieldnote excerpts to write
a polished ethnography. This book, however, is more than a "how-to" manual. The
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authors examine writing fieldnotes as an interactive and interpretive process in
which the researcher's own commitments and relationships with those in the field
inevitably shape the character and content of those fieldnotes. They explore the
conscious and unconscious writing choices that produce fieldnote accounts. And
they show how the character and content of these fieldnotes inevitably influence
the arguments and analyses the ethnographer can make in the final ethnographic
tale. This book shows that note-taking is a craft that can be taught. Along with
Tales of the Field and George Marcus and Michael Fisher's Anthropology as Cultural
Criticism, Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes is an essential tool for students and
social scientists alike.

Applied Ethnography
In this long-anticipated second edition of The Art of Fieldwork, prominent
anthropologist Harry F. Wolcott updates his original groundbreaking text, which
both challenges and petitions anthropology and its practitioners to draw not only
on the traditional precepts of science, but also on the richness of artistry in the
collection, interpretation, and expression of fieldwork data. Each of the original
chapters have been thoughtfully revised to reflect the past nine years of
anthropological development. Combined with a new final chapter, this refreshing
text makes an exciting reentry into the ongoing debate of the processes,
challenges, and rewards of fieldwork methodology. Researchers in qualitative
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methods and field methods--and fieldworkers across disciplines--will find this wellcrafted, approachable book a thought-provoking read.

Political Ethnography
Most incidents of urban unrest in recent decades - including the riots in France,
Britain and other Western countries - have followed lethal interactions between the
youth and the police. Usually these take place in disadvantaged neighborhoods
composed of working-class families of immigrant origin or belonging to ethnic
minorities. These tragic events have received a great deal of media coverage, but
we know very little about the everyday activities of urban policing that lie behind
them. Over the course of 15 months, at the time of the 2005 riots, Didier Fassin
carried out an ethnographic study in one of the largest precincts in the Paris
region, sharing the life of a police station and cruising with the patrols, in particular
the dreaded anti-crime squads. Far from the imaginary worlds created by television
series and action movies, he uncovers the ordinary aspects of law enforcement,
characterized by inactivity and boredom, by eventless days and nights where
minor infractions give rise to spectacular displays of force and where officers
express doubts about the significance and value of their own jobs. Describing the
invisible manifestations of violence and unrecognized forms of discrimination
against minority youngsters, undocumented immigrants and Roma people, he
analyses the conditions that make them possible and tolerable, including
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entrenched policies of segregation and stigmatization, economic marginalization
and racial discrimination. Richly documented and compellingly told, this unique
account of contemporary urban policing shows that, instead of enforcing the law,
the police are engaged in the task of enforcing an unequal social order in the name
of public security.

Hindus of the Himalayas
Explores participant observation in this guide to the systematic collection of data in
naturalistic settings - communities in many different cultures - to achieve an
understanding of the most fundamental processes and patterns of social life.

The Ethnographic Self
This comprehensive, engaging guide to applied research distills the expertise of
the distinguished ethnographer and methodologist Pertti Pelto over his acclaimed
50-year career. Having written the first major text promoting mixed qualitative and
quantitative methods in applied ethnography in the 1970s, Pelto now synthesizes
decades of innovation, including examples from around the world that illustrate
how specific methods yield immediate results for addressing social problems. Ideal
for researchers, students, training programs, and technical assistance projects, this
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thorough text covers the key topics and skills required: gaining entry, recording
and organizing field data, a host of specialized techniques, integrating qualitative
and quantitative methods, building and training research teams, rapid assessment
and focused ethnographic studies, short- and long-term ethnography, writing up
results, non-Western perspectives on research, and more.

The Art of Fieldwork
Fieldnotes
Interviews were once regarded as the pipeline through which information was
transmitted from a passive subject to an omniscient researcher. However the new
"active interview" considers interviewers and interviewees as equal partners in
constructing meaning around an interview. This interpretation changes a range of
elements in the interview process - from the way of conceiving a sample to the
ways in which the interview may be conducted and the results analyzed. In this
guide, the authors outline the differences between active and traditional interviews
and give novice researchers clear guidelines on conducting a successful interview.

The God Market
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According to Raybeck, the solitary dictum that best characterizes fieldwork is
Things go awry. In this spirited account of his time spent in Southeast Asia,
Raybeck describes several adventures and misadventures involving field research,
as well as the understanding, humility and bruises that these experiences leave
behind. Since fieldwork is situated, Raybecks treatment also includes rich
descriptions of Kelantanese society and culture, addressing such topics as kinship,
linguistics, gender relations, economics, and political structures. Through the lively
pages of this narrative, readers gain insight into the human dimension of the
fieldwork undertaking, a sense of how the anthropologist builds rapport in a
research setting, and how reliable information is obtained.

Participant Observation
From roommate disputes to family arguments, trouble is inevitable in interpersonal
relationships. In Everyday Troubles, Robert M. Emerson explores the beginnings
and development of the conflicts that occur in our relationships with the people we
regularly encounter—family members, intimate partners, coworkers, and
others—and the common responses to such troubles. To examine these issues,
Emerson draws on interviews with college roommates, diaries documenting a wide
range of irritation with others, conversations with people caring for family
members suffering from Alzheimer’s, studies of family interactions, neighborly
disputes, and other personal accounts. He considers how people respond to
Page 7/32

Download Ebook Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes Robert M Emerson
everyday troubles: in non-confrontational fashion, by making low-visibility, often
secretive, changes in the relationship; more openly by directly complaining to the
other person; or by involving a third party, such as friends or family. He then
examines how some relational troubles escalate toward extreme and even violent
responses, in some cases leading to the involvement of outside authorities like the
police or mental health specialists. By calling attention to the range of possible
reactions to conflicts in interpersonal relationships, Emerson also reminds us that
extreme, even criminal actions often result when people fail to find ways to deal
with trouble in moderate, non-confrontational ways. Innovative and insightful,
Everyday Troubles is an illuminating look at how we deal with discord in our
relationships.

Essentials of Qualitative Interviewing
Since 1995, more than 150,000 students and researchers have turned to The Craft
of Research for clear and helpful guidance on how to conduct research and report
it effectively . Now, master teachers Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and
Joseph M. Williams present a completely revised and updated version of their
classic handbook. Like its predecessor, this new edition reflects the way
researchers actually work: in a complex circuit of thinking, writing, revising, and
rethinking. It shows how each part of this process influences the others and how a
successful research report is an orchestrated conversation between a researcher
Page 8/32

Download Ebook Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes Robert M Emerson
and a reader. Along with many other topics, The Craft of Research explains how to
build an argument that motivates readers to accept a claim; how to anticipate the
reservations of thoughtful yet critical readers and to respond to them
appropriately; and how to create introductions and conclusions that answer that
most demanding question, "So what?" Celebrated by reviewers for its logic and
clarity, this popular book retains its five-part structure. Part 1 provides an
orientation to the research process and begins the discussion of what motivates
researchers and their readers. Part 2 focuses on finding a topic, planning the
project, and locating appropriate sources. This section is brought up to date with
new information on the role of the Internet in research, including how to find and
evaluate sources, avoid their misuse, and test their reliability. Part 3 explains the
art of making an argument and supporting it. The authors have extensively revised
this section to present the structure of an argument in clearer and more accessible
terms than in the first edition. New distinctions are made among reasons,
evidence, and reports of evidence. The concepts of qualifications and rebuttals are
recast as acknowledgment and response. Part 4 covers drafting and revising, and
offers new information on the visual representation of data. Part 5 concludes the
book with an updated discussion of the ethics of research, as well as an expanded
bibliography that includes many electronic sources. The new edition retains the
accessibility, insights, and directness that have made The Craft of Research an
indispensable guide for anyone doing research, from students in high school
through advanced graduate study to businesspeople and government employees.
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The authors demonstrate convincingly that researching and reporting skills can be
learned and used by all who undertake research projects. New to this edition:
Extensive coverage of how to do research on the internet, including how to
evaluate and test the reliability of sources New information on the visual
representation of data Expanded bibliography with many electronic sources

How to Do Educational Ethnography
An ethnography of urban Native Americans in the Silicon Valley that looks at the
creation of social networks and community events that support tribal identities.

Ethnography in Education
For all the resources on great design, there is almost nothing on how to be a great
design professional. For all the schools and classes and workshops on what
constitutes a good user experience, there is not one bit of formalized education on
how to earn the respect of your team and get your recommendations out the door.
Sure, they’ll teach you how to do user research and testing and interaction design.
They’ll teach you about process. But where’s the book on how to convince people
you’re right? On what skills will make you the most valuable? How to fend off the
bad ideas and fight for the good ones? How to move from junior to senior? How to
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become a UX leader? In Experience Required, veteran UX strategist Robert
Hoekman Jr reveals the following and much more: • the pros and cons of
generalists, specialists, and “unicorns” • the art and imperative of forming a good
argument • why communication may be your biggest obstacle • the qualities and
actions of effective design leaders • why being unreasonable might be the key to
your success Whatever your role, Experience Required teaches you to become the
UX leader you’ve always wanted to be. Take charge of your next project starting
right now.

Eating Soup Without a Spoon
Significant scholarship exists on anthropological fieldwork and methodologies.
Some anthropologists have also published memoirs of their research experiences.
Renowned anthropologist Jeffrey Cohen’s Eating Soup without a Spoon is a first-ofits-kind hybrid of the two, expertly melding story with methodology to create a
compelling narrative of fieldwork that is deeply grounded in anthropological
theory. Cohen’s first foray into fieldwork was in 1992, when he lived in Santa Anna
del Valle in rural Oaxaca, Mexico. While recounting his experiences studying how
rural folks adapted to far-reaching economic changes, Cohen is candid about the
mistakes he made and the struggles in the village. From the pressures of gaining
the trust of a population to the fear of making errors in data collection, Cohen
explores the intellectual processes behind ethnographic research. He offers tips for
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collecting data, avoiding pitfalls, and embracing the chaos and shocks that come
with working in an unfamiliar environment. Cohen’s own photographs enrich his
vivid portrayals of daily life. In this groundbreaking work, Cohen discusses the
adventure, wonder, community, and friendships he encountered during his first
year of work, but, first and foremost, he writes in service to the field as a place to
do research: to test ideas, develop theories, and model how humans cope and
react to the world.

From Notes to Narrative
Learning From Strangers is the definitive work on qualitative research interviewing.
It draws on Robert Weiss's thirty years of experience in interviewing and teaching
others how to do it. The most effective interviews, says Weiss, rely on creating
cooperation -- an open and trusting alliance between interviewer and respondent,
dedicated to specific and honest accounts of both internal and external events.
Against the eclectic background of his work in national sample surveys, studies
based on semi-structured interviewing, and participant observation, Weiss walks
the reader through the method of qualitative interview studies: sample selection,
development of an interview guide, the conduct of the interview, analysis, and
preparation of the data. Weiss gives examples of successful and less successful
interviews and offers specific techniques and guidelines for the practitioner.
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Experience Required
Today's research landscape requires an updated set of analytical skills to tell the
story of how people interact with and make meaning from contemporary culture.
Hybrid Ethnography: Online, Offline, and In Between provides researchers with
concrete and theory-based processes to combine online and offline research
methods to tell the story of how and why people are interacting with expressive
culture. This book provides a roadmap for combining online and in-person
ethnographic research in an explicit manner to support the reality of much
contemporary fieldwork. In the tradition of the Qualitative Research Methods
series, this concise book serves graduate students and faculty learning
ethnography and field methods, as well as those designing, conducting, and
writing up their own dissertations and research studies. From choosing the pursue
a hybrid ethnographic strategy to collecting data to analyzing and sharing results,
author Liz Przybylski covers all aspects of conducting a hybrid ethnography study.

The Craft of Research, 2nd edition
Karin Olson’s brief, accessible guide to the principles and practices of qualitative
interviewing is a welcome addition for students and novice practitioners in a wide
array of fields. Interview is the most common method for gaining information in the
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social realm, so there are a bewildering array of techniques and strategies for
conducting them. Olson outlines the various options—from formal to highly
unstructured, individual and group—and shows how and when to use each. She
takes the researcher through the interview process, from design to report, and
addresses key issues such as researcher standpoint, vulnerable populations,
translation, and research ethics. Exercises, examples, and tables offer a
convenient set of tools for understanding. This slim guide is a key resource for any
research methods course.

Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes
With regular exercises, lists of key terms and points and self-evaluation checklists,
Doing Ethnography systematically describes the various phases of an ethnographic
inquiry and provides numerous examples, suggestions and advice for the novice
ethnographer. Ethnography seeks to understand, describe and explain the
symbolic world lying beneath the social action of groups, organizations and
communities. This book clearly sets out the coordinates and foundations of this
increasingly popular methodology. Giampietro Gobo discusses all the major issues,
including the research design, access to the field, data collection, organisation and
analysis, and communication of the results.
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Learning From Strangers
'Written in a clear, accessible style, this inspirational book is both a practical guide
and a survey of the different ways of doing ethnography. Drawing on wide-ranging
examples and using classic and contemporary ethnographies, the authors
demonstrate the importance of developing an ethnographic sensibility. A most
valuable resource' - Cris Shore, University of Auckland Ethnography in Education is
an accessible guidebook to the different approaches taken by ethnographers
studying education. Drawing on their own experience of teaching and using these
methods, the authors help you cultivate an 'ethnographic imagination' in your own
research and writing. With extended examples of ethnographic analysis, the book
will introduce you to: - ethnographic 'classics' - the best existing textbooks debates about new approaches and innovations. This book is ideal for
postgraduate students in Education and related disciplines seeking to use an
ethnographic approach in their Masters and Doctoral theses. David Mills is a
University Lecturer in Education, University of Oxford. Missy Morton is Associate
Professor and Head of School of Educational Studies and Leadership, College of
Education, University of Canterbury Research Methods in Education series: Each
book in this series maps the territory of a key research approach or topic in order
to help readers progress from beginner to advanced researcher. Each book aims to
provide a definitive, market-leading overview and to present a blend of theory and
practice with a critical edge. All titles in the series are written for Master's-level
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students anywhere and are intended to be useful to the many diverse
constituencies interested in research on education and related areas. Other books
in the series: - Using Case Study in Education Research, Hamilton and CorbettWhittier - Qualitative Research in Education, Atkins and Wallace - Action Research
in Education, McAteer For more about the series and additional resources visit the
BERA/SAGE series page here.

Enforcing Order
Ethnography centers on the culture of everyday life. So it is ironic that most
scholars who do research on the intimate experiences of ordinary people write
their books in a style that those people cannot understand. In recent years, the
ethnographic method has spread from its original home in cultural anthropology to
fields such as sociology, marketing, media studies, law, criminology, education,
cultural studies, history, geography, and political science. Yet, while more and
more students and practitioners are learning how to write ethnographies, there is
little or no training on how to write ethnographies well. From Notes to Narrative
picks up where methodological training leaves off. Kristen Ghodsee, an awardwinning ethnographer, addresses common issues that arise in ethnographic
writing. Ghodsee works through sentence-level details, such as word choice and
structure. She also tackles bigger-picture elements, such as how to incorporate
theory and ethnographic details, how to effectively deploy dialogue, and how to
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avoid distracting elements such as long block quotations and in-text citations. She
includes excerpts and examples from model ethnographies. The book concludes
with a bibliography of other useful writing guides and nearly one hundred
examples of eminently readable ethnographic books.

Everyday Troubles
"This book covers the basics of traditional educational testing, measurement, and
evaluation theory and methodology, as well as sociopolitical issues and trends
influencing the future of that research and practice"--Publisher's description.

The Chicago Guide to Collaborative Ethnography
Scholars of politics have sought in recent years to make the discipline more
hospitable to qualitative methods of research. Lauding the results of this effort and
highlighting its potential for the future, Political Ethnography makes a compelling
case for one such method in particular. Ethnography, the contributors amply
demonstrate in a wide range of original essays, is uniquely suited for illuminating
the study of politics. Situating these pieces within the context of developments in
political science, Edward Schatz provides an overarching introduction and
substantive prefaces to each of the volume’s four sections. The first of these parts
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addresses the central ontological and epistemological issues raised by
ethnographic work, while the second grapples with the reality that all research is
conducted from a first-person perspective. The third section goes on to explore
how ethnographic research can provide fresh perspectives on such perennial topics
as opinion, causality, and power. Concluding that political ethnography can and
should play a central role in the field as a whole, the final chapters illuminate the
many ways in which ethnographic approaches can enhance, improve, and, in some
areas, transform the study of politics.

Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, Second Edition
Collaboration between ethnographers and subjects has long been a product of the
close, intimate relationships that define ethnographic research. But increasingly,
collaboration is no longer viewed as merely a consequence of fieldwork; instead
collaboration now preconditions and shapes research design as well as its
dissemination. As a result, ethnographic subjects are shifting from being
informants to being consultants. The emergence of collaborative ethnography
highlights this relationship between consultant and ethnographer, moving it to
center stage as a calculated part not only of fieldwork but also of the writing
process itself. The Chicago Guide to Collaborative Ethnography presents a
historical, theoretical, and practice-oriented road map for this shift from incidental
collaboration to a more conscious and explicit collaborative strategy. Luke Eric
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Lassiter charts the history of collaborative ethnography from its earliest
implementation to its contemporary emergence in fields such as feminism,
humanistic anthropology, and critical ethnography. On this historical and
theoretical base, Lassiter outlines concrete steps for achieving a more deliberate
and overt collaborative practice throughout the processes of fieldwork and writing.
As a participatory action situated in the ethical commitments between
ethnographers and consultants and focused on the co-construction of texts,
collaborative ethnography, argues Lassiter, is among the most powerful ways to
press ethnographic fieldwork and writing into the service of an applied and public
scholarship. A comprehensive and highly accessible handbook for ethnographers of
all stripes, The Chicago Guide to Collaborative Ethnography will become a fixture in
the development of a critical practice of anthropology, invaluable to both
undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty alike.

Hybrid Ethnography
John Van Maanen, an ethnographer of modern organizational structures, is one
who believes that the real work begins when he returns to with his notes. He offers
readers a survey of the narrative conventions associated with writing about culture
and an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of various styles.
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Writing ethnographic fieldnotes
Being Ethnographic is an essential introductory guidebook to the methods and
applications of doing fieldwork in real-world settings. It discusses the future of
ethnography, explores how we understand identity, and sets out the role of
technology in a global, networked society. Driven by classic and anecdotal case
studies, Being Ethnographic highlights the challenges introduced by the
ethnographers' own interests, biases and ideologies and demonstrates the
importance of methodological reflexivity. Addressing both the why and how
questions of doing ethnography well, Madden demonstrates how both theory and
practice can work together to produce insights into the human condition. This fully
updated second edition includes: New material on intersubjectivity Information on
digital inscription tools A practical guide to qualitative analysis software New
coverage of cyberethnography and social media Expanded information on
ethnographic possibilities with animals Filled with invaluable advice for applying
ethnographic principles in the field, it will give researchers across social sciences
everything they need to walk a mile in someone else’s shoes.

The Active Interview
Thirteen distinguished anthropologists describe how they create and use the
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unique forms of writing they produce in the field. They also discuss the fieldnotes
of seminal figures—Frank Cushing, Franz Boas, W. H. R. Rivers, Bronislaw
Malinowski, and Margaret Mead—and analyze field writings in relation to other
types of texts, especially ethnographies. Unique in conception, this volume
contributes importantly to current debates on writing, texts, and reflexivity in
anthropology.

Contemporary Field Research
"What are the relationships between the self and fieldwork? How do personal,
emotional and identity issues impact on fieldwork?" "The Ethnographic Self argues
that ethnographers and others involved in research in the field should be aware of
how fieldwork affects the researcher, and how the researcher affects the field.
Coffey synthesizes accounts of the personal experience of ethnography, and aims
to make sense of the process of fieldwork research as a set of practical, intellectual
and emotional accomplishments. The book is thematically arranged and illustrated
with a wide range of empirical material. The author examines the ethnographic
presence in the field, and the implications of this in and beyond fieldwork,
exploring issues such as the creation of the ethnographic self, and the embodiment
and sexualization of the field and self." "The Ethnographic Self will be of interest to
anyone working in the area of qualitative research, but especially for sociologists,
and educational and health researchers."--BOOK JACKET.
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Mad Dogs, Englishmen, and the Errant Anthropologist
Spradley should be read by anyone who wants to gain a true understanding of the
process of participant observation. This text is a follow-up to his ethnographic
research handbook, The Ethnographic Interview, and guides readers through the
technique of participant observation to research ethnography and culture.
Spradley shows how to analyze collected data and to write an ethnography. The
appendices include research questions and writing tasks.

Participant Observation
Being Ethnographic
This book seeks to alert novice & experienced fieldworkers to the basic nature &
implications of their method & analytic procedures.

Harassed
Following a brief introduction to the nature and history of ethnography, Walford
considers questions of site selection, access, and ethics in research. Each chapter
Page 22/32

Download Ebook Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes Robert M Emerson
is illustrated with practical examples for the authors' own works.

Tales of the Field
Researchers frequently experience sexualized interactions, sexual objectification,
and harassment as they conduct fieldwork. These experiences are often left out of
ethnographers’ “tales from the field” and remain unaddressed within qualitative
literature. Harassed argues that the androcentric, racist, and colonialist
epistemological foundations of ethnographic methodology contribute to the silence
surrounding sexual harassment and other forms of violence. Rebecca Hanson and
Patricia Richards challenge readers to recognize how these attitudes put
researchers at risk, further the solitude experienced by researchers, lead others to
question the validity of their work, and, in turn, negatively impact the construction
of ethnographic knowledge. To improve methodological training, data collection,
and knowledge produced by all researchers, Harassed advocates for an embodied
approach to ethnography that reflexively engages with the ways in which
researchers’ bodies shape the knowledge they produce. By challenging these
assumptions, the authors offer an opportunity for researchers, advisors, and
educators to consider the multiple ways in which good ethnographic research can
be conducted. Beyond challenging current methodological training and
mentorship, Harassed opens discussions about sexual harassment and violence in
the social sciences in general.
Page 23/32

Download Ebook Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes Robert M Emerson
Native Hubs
Gerald Berreman's ethnographic study of a hill village in India is widely regarded
as a classic in the field of social anthropology. In this new edition, Berreman
returns to this village after ten years to record the ethnographic continuity and
change in village lifestyle. A new prologue addsimportant insights to the bases for
the ethnographic descriptions and analyses by outlining the research conditions of
this study. A new epilogue records Berreman's findings after revisiting the
village--focusing on the trends found in the village and the surrounding region to
draw implications forthe country at large.

Contemporary Field Research
Conventional wisdom says that integration into the global marketplace tends to
weaken the power of traditional faith in developing countries. But, as Meera Nanda
argues in this path-breaking book, this is hardly the case in today’s India. Against
expectations of growing secularism, India has instead seen a remarkable
intertwining of Hinduism and neoliberal ideology, spurred on by a growing
capitalist class. It is this “State-Temple-Corporate Complex,” she claims, that now
wields decisive political and economic power, and provides ideological cover for
the dismantling of the Nehru-era state-dominated economy. According to this new
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logic, India’s rapid economic growth is attributable to a special “Hindu mind,” and
it is what separates the nation’s Hindu population from Muslims and others
deemed to be “anti-modern.” As a result, Hindu institutions are replacing public
ones, and the Hindu “revival” itself has become big business, a major source of
capital accumulation. Nanda explores the roots of this development and its
possible future, as well as the struggle for secularism and socialism in the world’s
second-most populous country.

Doing Ethnography
Qualitative researchers have long made use of many different interview forms. Yet,
for novice researchers, making the connections between "theory" and "method" is
not always easy. This book provides a theoretically-informed guide for researchers
learning how to interview in the social sciences. In order to undertake quality
research using qualitative interviews, a researcher must be able to theorize the
application of interviews to investigate research problems in social science
research. As part of this process, researchers examine their subject positions in
relation to participants, and examine their interview interactions systematically to
inform research design. This book provides a practical approach to interviewing,
helping researchers to learn about themselves as interviewers in ways that will
inform the design, conduct, analysis and representation of interview data. The
author takes the reader through the practicalities of designing and conducting an
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interview study, and relates various forms of interview to different underlying
epistemological assumptions about how knowledge is produced. The book
concludes with practical advice and perspectives from experienced researchers
who use interviews as a method of data generation. This book is written for a
multidisciplinary audience of students of qualitative research methods.

Reflective Interviewing
A must-read classic for anyone—academic ethnographers to market
researchers—involved with data collection from individual human beings. The
Ethnographic Interview is a practical, self-teaching handbook that guides readers
step-by-step through interview techniques commonly used to research
ethnography and culture. The text also shows how to analyze collected data and
how to write an ethnography. Appendices include research questions and writing
tasks.

Ethnography Essentials
In Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, Robert M. Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda
L. Shaw present a series of guidelines, suggestions, and practical advice for
creating useful fieldnotes in a variety of settings, demystifying a process that is
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often assumed to be intuitive and impossible to teach. Using actual unfinished
notes as examples, the authors illustrate options for composing, reviewing, and
working fieldnotes into finished texts. They discuss different organizational and
descriptive strategies and show how transforming direct observations into vivid
descriptions results not simply from good memory but from learning to envision
scenes as written. A good ethnographer, they demonstrate, must learn to
remember dialogue and movement like an actor, to see colors and shapes like a
painter, and to sense moods and rhythms like a poet. This new edition reflects the
extensive feedback the authors have received from students and instructors since
the first edition was published in 1995. As a result, they have updated the race,
class, and gender section, created new sections on coding programs and revising
first drafts, and provided new examples of working notes. An essential tool for
budding social scientists, the second edition of Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes will
be invaluable for a new generation of researchers entering the field.

Interpretive Ethnography
In the summer of 1933 in Lawton, Oklahoma, a team of six anthropologists met
with eighteen Comanche elders to record the latter?s reminiscences of traditional
Comanche culture. The depth and breadth of what the elderly Comanches recalled
provides an inestimable source of knowledge for generations to come, both within
and beyond the Comanche community. This monumental volume makes available
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for the first time the largest archive of traditional cultural information on
Comanches ever gathered by American anthropologists. Much of the Comanches?
earlier world is presented here?religious stories, historical accounts,
autobiographical remembrances, cosmology, the practice of war, everyday games,
birth rituals, funerals, kinship relations, the organization of camps, material culture,
and relations with other tribes. Thomas W. Kavanagh tracked down all known
surviving notes from the Santa Fe Laboratory field party and collated and
annotated the records, learning as much as possible about the Comanche elders
who spoke with the anthropologists and, when possible, attributing pieces of
information to the appropriate elders. In addition, this volume includes Robert H.
Lowie?s notes from his short 1912 visit to the Comanches. The result stands as a
legacy for both Comanches and those interested in learning more about them.

Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes
In this companion volume John van Maanen's Tales of the Field, three scholars
reveal how the ethnographer turns direct experience and observation into written
fieldnotes upon which an ethnography is based. Drawing on years of teaching and
field research experience, the authors develop a series of guidelines, suggestions,
and practical advice about how to write useful fieldnotes in a variety of settings,
both cultural and institutional. Using actual unfinished, "working" notes as
examples, they illustrate options for composing, reviewing, and working fieldnotes
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into finished texts. They discuss different organizational and descriptive strategies,
including evocation of sensory detail, synthesis of complete scenes, the value of
partial versus omniscient perspectives, and of first person versus third person
accounts. Of particular interest is the author's discussion of notetaking as a
mindset. They show how transforming direct observations into vivid descriptions
results not simply from good memory but more crucially from learning to envision
scenes as written. A good ethnographer, they demonstrate, must learn to
remember dialogue and movement like an actor, to see colors and shapes like a
painter, and to sense moods and rhythms like a poet. The authors also emphasize
the ethnographer's core interest in presenting the perceptions and meanings which
the people studied attach to their own actions. They demonstrate the subtle ways
that writers can make the voices of people heard in the texts they produce. Finally,
they analyze the "processing" of fieldnotes—the practice of coding notes to identify
themes and methods for selecting and weaving together fieldnote excerpts to write
a polished ethnography. This book, however, is more than a "how-to" manual. The
authors examine writing fieldnotes as an interactive and interpretive process in
which the researcher's own commitments and relationships with those in the field
inevitably shape the character and content of those fieldnotes. They explore the
conscious and unconscious writing choices that produce fieldnote accounts. And
they show how the character and content of these fieldnotes inevitably influence
the arguments and analyses the ethnographer can make in the final ethnographic
tale. This book shows that note-taking is a craft that can be taught. Along with
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Tales of the Field and George Marcus and Michael Fisher's Anthropology as Cultural
Criticism, Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes is an essential tool for students and
social scientists alike.

The SAGE Encyclopedia of Educational Research, Measurement,
and Evaluation
As the world's culture has become both postmodern and multinational, so too must
ethnography. In this volume, Norman K Denzin examines the changes and sounds
a call to transform ethnographic writing in a manner befitting a new age. The
author ponders the prospects, problems, and forms of ethnographic interpretive
writing in the twenty-first century. He argues cogently and persuasively that
postmodern ethnography is the moral discourse of the contemporary world, and
that ethnographers can and should explore new types of experimental texts,
performance-based texts, literary journalism and narratives of the self to form a
new ethics of inquiry.

The Ethnographic Interview
A comprehensive and practical guide to ethnographic research, this book guides
you through the process, starting with the fundamentals of choosing and proposing
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a topic and selecting a research design. It describes methods of data collection
(taking notes, participant observation, interviewing, identifying themes and issues,
creating ethnographic maps and tables and charts, and referring to secondary
sources) and analyzing and writing ethnography (sorting and coding data,
answering questions, choosing a presentation style, and assembling the
ethnography). Although content is focused on producing written ethnography,
many of the principles and methods discussed here also apply to other forms of
ethnographic presentation, including ethnographic film. Designed to give basic
hands-on experience in the overall ethnography research process, Ethnography
Essentials covers a wealth of topics, enabling anyone new to ethnography research
to successfully explore the excitement and challenges of field research.
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