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What I Believe
Crusade and Jihad is the first book to encompass, in
one volume, the entire history of the catastrophic
encounter between the Global North—China, Russia,
Europe, Britain, and America—and Muslim societies
from Central Asia to West Africa. William R. Polk
draws on more than half a century of experience as a
historian, policy planner, diplomat, peace negotiator,
and businessman to explain the deep hostilities
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between the Muslim world and the Global North and
show how they grew over the centuries. Polk shows
how Islam arose and spread across North Africa into
Europe, climaxed in the vibrant and sophisticated
caliphate of al-Andalus in medieval Spain, and was
the bright light in a European Dark Age.
Simultaneously, Islam spread from the Middle East
into Africa, India, and Southeast Asia. But following
the Mongol invasions, Islamic civilization entered a
decline while Europe began its overseas expansion.
Portuguese buccaneers dominated the Indian Ocean;
the Dutch and the English established powerful
corporations that turned India and Indonesia into
colonies; Russian armies pushed down the Volga into
Central Asia, destroying its city-states; and the
Chinese Qing dynasty slaughtered an entire Central
Asian people. Britain crushed local industry and
drained off wealth throughout its vast colonies.
Defeated at every turn, Muslims tried adopting
Western dress, organizing Westernstyle armies, and
embracing Western ideas. None of these efforts
stopped the conquests. For Europe and Russia, the
nineteenth century was an age of colonial expansion,
but for the Muslim world it was an age of brutal and
humiliating defeat. Millions were driven from their
homes, starved, or killed, and their culture and
religion came under a century-long assault. In the
twentieth century, brutalized and and disorganized
native societies, even after winning independence,
fell victim to “post-imperial malaise,” typified by
native tyrannies, corruption, and massive poverty.
The result was a furious blowback. A sobering,
scrupulous, and frank account of imperialism,
colonialism, insurgency, and terrorism, Crusade and
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Jihad is history for anyone who wishes to understand
the civilizational conflicts of today’s world.

Muslims in the West
Explores the "Arab Spring" uprisings of 2010 through
today--their origin, significance and possible futures.

Western Muslims and the Future of Islam
In this brilliant look at the rise of political Islam, the
distinguished political scientist and anthropologist
Mahmood Mamdani brings his expertise and insight to
bear on a question many Americans have been asking
since 9/11: how did this happen? Mamdani dispels the
idea of “good” (secular, westernized) and “bad”
(premodern, fanatical) Muslims, pointing out that
these judgments refer to political rather than cultural
or religious identities. The presumption that there are
“good” Muslims readily available to be split off from
“bad” Muslims masks a failure to make a political
analysis of our times. This book argues that political
Islam emerged as the result of a modern encounter
with Western power, and that the terrorist movement
at the center of Islamist politics is an even more
recent phenomenon, one that followed America’s
embrace of proxy war after its defeat in Vietnam.
Mamdani writes with great insight about the Reagan
years, showing America’s embrace of the highly
ideological politics of “good” against “evil.”
Identifying militant nationalist governments as Soviet
proxies in countries such as Nicaragua and
Afghanistan, the Reagan administration readily
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backed terrorist movements, hailing them as the
“moral equivalents” of America’s Founding Fathers.
The era of proxy wars has come to an end with the
invasion of Iraq. And there, as in Vietnam, America
will need to recognize that it is not fighting terrorism
but nationalism, a battle that cannot be won by
occupation. Good Muslim, Bad Muslim is a provocative
and important book that will profoundly change our
understanding both of Islamist politics and the way
America is perceived in the world today. From the
Hardcover edition.

The Messenger
Economist and historian Lawrence W. Reed has been
hearing people say “Jesus was a socialist” for fifty
years. And it has always bothered him. Now he is
doing something about it. Reed demolishes the claim
that Jesus was a socialist. Jesus called on earthly
governments to redistribute wealth? Or centrally plan
the economy? Or even impose a welfare state?
Hardly. Point by point, Reed answers the claims of
socialists and progressives who try to enlist Jesus in
their causes. As he reveals, nothing in the New
Testament supports their contentions. Was Jesus a
Socialist? could not be more timely. Socialism has
made a shocking comeback in America. Poll after poll
shows that young Americans have a positive image of
socialism. In fact, more than half say they would
rather live in a socialist country than in a capitalist
one. And as socialism has come back into vogue,
more and more of its advocates have tried to
convince us that Jesus was a socialist. This rhetoric
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has had an impact. According to a 2016 poll by the
Barna Group, Americans think socialism aligns better
with Jesus’s teachings than capitalism does. When
respondents were asked which of that year’s
presidential candidates aligned closest to Jesus’s
teachings, a self-proclaimed “democratic socialist”
came out on top. Sure enough, the same candidate
earned more primary votes from under-thirty voters
than did the eventual Democratic and Republican
nominees combined. And in a 2019 survey, more than
seventy percent of millennials said they were likely to
vote for a socialist. Was Jesus a Socialist? expands on
the immensely popular video of the same name that
Reed recorded for Prager University in July 2019. That
video has attracted more than four million views
online. Ultimately, Reed shows the foolishness of
trying to enlist Jesus in any political cause today. He
writes: “While I don’t believe it is valid to claim that
Jesus was a socialist, I also don’t think it is valid to
argue that he was a capitalist. Neither was he a
Republican or a Democrat. These are modern-day
terms, and to apply any of them to Jesus is to limit
him to but a fraction of who he was and what he
taught.”

Believing Women in Islam
Those who practice the Muslim faith have resisted
examinations of their religion. They are extremely
guarded about their religion, and what they consider
blasphemous acts by skeptical Muslims and nonMuslims alike has only served to pique the world's
curiosity. This critical examination reveals an
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unflattering picture of the faith and its practitioners.
Nevertheless, it is the truth, something that has either
been deliberately concealed by modern scholars or
buried in obscure journals accessible only to a select
few.

What I Believe
Drawing on traditional Muslim sources, Michael Cook
describes Muhammad's life and teaching. He also
attempts to stand back from this traditional picture to
show how far it is historically justified.

The Quest for Meaning
In The Messenger- The Meanings of the Life of
Muhammad, leading Muslim scholar Tariq Ramadan
considers the ways in which the Prophet's actions,
words and teachings can guide us in the modern
world. The life of the Prophet Muhammad, to whom
the Angel Gabriel revealed the verses of the Quran,
has provided inspiration to Muslims for hundreds of
years. Interspersed with spiritual and philosophical
meditations, this profound and stimulating biography
shows how Muhammad's message can be used to
address some of today's most controversial issues from the treatment of the poor and the role of women
to the interpretation of jihad and relations with other
religions. It offers Muslims a new understanding of
Muhammad's life and introduces non-Muslims to the
story of the Prophet and to the riches of Islam.
'Fascinating punctuated by spiritual reflections, it tells
Muhammad's life from orphaned childhood to his
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death, with Islam dominant across Arabia' The Times
'Draws lesson that are crucial for Muslims and nonMuslims alike' Financial Times 'Communicates a sense
of spiritual transcendence' Guardian 'Important,
readable and intelligent an eloquent account of the
religion's founder and his core teachings' Scotland on
Sunday Tariq Ramadan is Professor of Contemporary
Islamic Studies at the Faculty of Oriental Studies and
St Antony's College (University of Oxford). He is the
Director of the Centre for Islamic Legislation and
Ethics (Doha) He is the author of The Quest for
Meaning and The Messenger, and has been described
as one of the 'most important innovators for the
twenty-first century' by Time magazine.

Islam
Tradition and Modernity
The Quran teaches that "God does not change
people's condition unless they change their inner
selves. The change has to occur inside us first, in our
beliefs and attitudes, only then can it be seen on the
outside. It also teaches how we can change our inner
selves and thus improve our circumstances. This book
brings together a number of verses from the Quran
that teach methods of personal change. Each verse is
accompanied by advice on how to use its wisdom in
daily life. The principles of personal growth taught in
the Quran are simple but they are amazingly
powerful, and they can be used by anyone who
wishes to transform his or her life from mediocre
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existence to fulfillment and achievement. A sentence
in the Quran is called an aya, or a sign. It is a sign
pointing to a deep truth that we need to focus on,
decipher and learn to use in our lives. The essays in
this book were used to teach the Quran at weekly
meetings of Muslim Reform Movement in Brookville,
New York, www.mrmo.org. Each provides personal
tools on how to apply the aya's wisdom to uplift one's
life.

Koran
In light of cultural crises such as the Danish cartoon
controversy and the terrorist attack on the Charlie
Hebdo newspaper in Paris, Christopher Caldwell’s
incisive perspective has never been more timely or
indispensible. Reflections on the Revolution in Europe
is destined to become the classic work on how Muslim
immigration permanently reshaped the West. This
provocative and unflinching analysis of Europe’s
unexpected influx of immigrants investigates the
increasingly prominent Muslim populations actively
shaping the future of the continent. Muslims dominate
or nearly dominate many important European cities,
including Amsterdam and Rotterdam, Strasbourg and
Marseille, the Paris suburbs and East London, and in
those cities Islam has challenged the European way of
life at every turn, becoming, in effect, an “adversary
culture.” In Reflections on the Revolution in Europe,
Caldwell examines the anger of natives and
newcomers alike. He exposes the strange ways in
which welfare states interact with Third World
customs, the anti-Americanism that brings European
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natives and Muslim newcomers together, and the
arguments over women and sex that drive them
apart. He considers the appeal of sharia, “resistance,”
and jihad to a second generation that is more
alienated from Europe than the first, and addresses a
crisis of faith among native Europeans that leaves
them with a weak hand as they confront the claims of
newcomers. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Why I Am Not a Muslim
Suspicions about the integration of Islam into
European cultures have been steadily on the rise, and
dramatically so since 9/11. One reason lies in the
visibility of anti-Western Islamic discourses of salafi
origin, which have monopolized the debate on the
"true" Islam, not only among Muslims but also in the
eyes of the general population across Europe; these
discourses combined with Islamophobic discourses
reinforce the so-called incompatibility between the
West and Islam. This book breaks away from this
clash between Islam and the West, by arguing that
European Islam is possible. It analyzes the
contribution that European Islam has made to the
formation of an innovative Islamic theology that is
deeply ethicist and modern, and it clarifies how this
constructed European Islamic theology is able to
contribute to the various debates that are related to
secular-liberal democracies of Western Europe. Part I
introduces four major projects that defend the idea of
European Islam from different disciplines and
perspectives: politics, political theology, jurisprudence
and philosophy. Part II uses the frameworks from
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three major philosophers and scholars to approach
the idea of European Islam in the context of secularliberal societies: British scholar George Hourani,
Moroccan philosopher Taha Abderrahmane and the
American philosopher John Rawls. The book shows
that the ongoing efforts of European Muslim thinkers
to revisit the concept of citizenship and political
community can be seen as a new kind of political
theology, in opposition to radical forms of Islamic
thinking in some Muslim-majority countries. Opening
a new path for examining Islamic thought "in and of"
Europe, this book will appeal to students and scholars
of Islamic Studies, Islam in the West and Political
Theology.

Building a Better Bridge
Tackles the issue of how should Muslims respond to
challenges of modernity without betraying their
identity

For the Muslims
Does Islam call for the oppression of women? NonMuslims point to the subjugation of women that
occurs in many Muslim countries, especially those
that claim to be "Islamic," while many Muslims read
the Qur’an in ways that seem to justify sexual
oppression, inequality, and patriarchy. Taking a
wholly different view, Asma Barlas develops a
believer’s reading of the Qur’an that demonstrates
the radically egalitarian and antipatriarchal nature of
its teachings. Beginning with a historical analysis of
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religious authority and knowledge, Barlas shows how
Muslims came to read inequality and patriarchy into
the Qur’an to justify existing religious and social
structures and demonstrates that the patriarchal
meanings ascribed to the Qur’an are a function of
who has read it, how, and in what contexts. She goes
on to reread the Qur’an’s position on a variety of
issues in order to argue that its teachings do not
support patriarchy. To the contrary, Barlas
convincingly asserts that the Qur’an affirms the
complete equality of the sexes, thereby offering an
opportunity to theorize radical sexual equality from
within the framework of its teachings. This new view
takes readers into the heart of Islamic teachings on
women, gender, and patriarchy, allowing them to
understand Islam through its most sacred scripture,
rather than through Muslim cultural practices or
Western media stereotypes. For this revised edition of
Believing Women in Islam, Asma Barlas has written
two new chapters—“Abraham’s Sacrifice in the
Qur’an” and “Secular/Feminism and the Qur’an”—as
well as a new preface, an extended discussion of the
Qur’an’s “wife-beating” verse and of men’s presumed
role as women’s guardians, and other updates
throughout the book.

Modern Islamic Thinking and Activism
Tariq Ramadan shows that it is possible to live as a
practising Muslim in multi-faith, pluralistic European
nation states.

What Do Muslims Believe?
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" Whether the issue is violence, terrorism, women's
rights or slavery, Muslims are today expected to
provide answers and to justify what Islam is-or is not.
Whether the issue is violence, terrorism, women's
rights or slavery, Muslims are today expected to
provide answers and to justify what Islam is-or is not.
But little opportunity exists, either in the media or in
society as a whole, to describe Islam. In simple, direct
language, an Introduction to Islam introduces readers
to Islam and to its principles, rituals, diversity, and
evolution. In this book, Tariq Ramadan focuses upon
the realities of Islam today. Avoiding ideology and
idealism, Ramadan brings to life an essence of the
true meaning of Islam and its implications today. No
prior knowledge of Islam is required; the book makes
the complexity of Islam easy to understand by looking
closely at its multi-faceted reality as a religion, and at
the civilization that arose from it. The book begins
with definitions, and basic principles of Islam. It then
delves into history: from the beginnings in the
prophetic mission and the Sunni-Shia schism, to the
rise of legal schools and the construction of the
"Islamic sciences," and to its theological, philosophic
mainstream, and mystical (Sufi) undercurrents. The
six pillars of faith will also be presented, along with
the five pillars of practice, as well as Islam's
prescribed rights, duties and prohibitions, the
principles of Muslim mysticism and the elements of
Islamic philosophy and ethics. The two final chapters
focus on the modern era, offering a broad overview of
the debates and controversies that are shaking
Muslim-majority societies, and reshaping the lives of
those who live as minorities elsewhere." -Page 12/32
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Good Muslim, Bad Muslim
The Fear of Islam investigates the context of Western
views of Islam and offers an introduction to the
historical roots and contemporary anxiety regarding
Islam within the Western world. Tracing the medieval
legacy of religious polemics and violence, Green
orients readers to the complex history and issues of
Western relations to Islam, from early and late
modern colonial enterprises and theories of
"Orientalism," to the production of religious
discourses of otherness and the clash of civilizations
that proliferated in the era of 9/11 and the war on
terror. In this second edition, Green brings the reader
up to date, examining the Islamophobic rhetoric of
the 2016 US presidential election and the ongoing
success of populist and far right parties in Europe.
Green provides updated data on the rise of antiMuslim legislation--for example, the Muslim ban in the
United States and a wave of full-face veil bans in
Europe--as well as the rise in anti-Muslim hate crimes
on both sides of the Atlantic since 2015. This
important book is essential reading for anyone who
wants to better understand current views of Islam and
to work toward meaningful peace and understanding
between religious communities.

A God Who Hates
Every year more and more Europeans, including
Germans, are embracing Islam. It is estimated that
there are now up to one hundred thousand German
converts—a number similar to that in France and the
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United Kingdom. What stands out about recent
conversions is that they take place at a time when
Islam is increasingly seen as contrary to European
values. Being German, Becoming Muslim explores
how Germans come to Islam within this antagonistic
climate, how they manage to balance their love for
Islam with their society's fear of it, how they relate to
immigrant Muslims, and how they shape debates
about race, religion, and belonging in today’s Europe.
Esra Özyürek looks at how mainstream society
marginalizes converts and questions their national
loyalties. In turn, converts try to disassociate
themselves from migrants of Muslim-majority
countries and promote a denationalized Islam
untainted by Turkish or Arab traditions. Some German
Muslims believe that once cleansed of these
accretions, the Islam that surfaces fits in well with
German values and lifestyle. Others even argue that
being a German Muslim is wholly compatible with the
older values of the German Enlightenment. Being
German, Becoming Muslim provides a fresh window
into the connections and tensions stemming from a
growing religious phenomenon in Germany and
beyond.

The Idea of European Islam
Tariq Ramadan has emerged as one of the foremost
voices of reformist Islam in the West, notable for
urging his fellow Muslims to participate fully in the
civil life of the Western societies in which they live. In
this new book, he tackles head-on the main roadblock
to such participation - namely, the rulings of Islamic
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jurists that make Islam seem incompatible with
modern, scientifically and technologically advanced,
democratic societies. Ramadan argues that it is
crucial to find solutions that will enable Western
Muslims to remain faithful to Islamic ethics while fully
living within their societies and their time. He notes
that Muslim scholars often refer to the notion of
ijtihad (critical and renewed reading of the
foundational texts) as the only way for Muslims to
take up these modern challenges. But Ramadan
argues that, in practice, such readings have reached
the limits of their ability to serve the faithful in the
West as well as the East. In this book, he sets
forwarda radical new concept of ijtihad, which puts
context - including the knowledge derived from the
hard and human sciences, cultures and their
geographic and historical contingencies - on an equal
footing with the scriptures as a source of Islamic law.
This global and comprehensive approach, he says,
seems to be the only way to go beyond the current
limits and face up to the crisis in contemporary
Islamic thought: Muslims need a contemporary global
and applied ethics. Ramadan's radical proposal and
the conclusions to which it leads him are bound to
provoke discussion and controversy. Muslims and nonMuslims alike will have to contend with Ramadan's
new idea of the very basis of Islam in the modern
world.

Introduction to Islam
“Elucidating . . . describes the basics of Islam,
including the Qur’an and hadith, the life of
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Muhammad and the history of Islam and
Muslims.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “The
world is green and beautiful; and God has appointed
you as His trustee over it.”—The Prophet Muhammad
Islam is one of the great monotheistic religions of the
world. It produced a magnificent civilization, envied
for its science and learning, spanning over a thousand
years. The teachings of Islam emphasize unity,
humility, forgiveness and love of God. The Qur’an
sings the virtues of knowledge and rationality. The life
of Muhammad demonstrates the importance of
tolerance, social justice and brotherhood. In Sufism,
Islam presents a mystical system based on love and
devotion. So why is Islam associated with hatred,
violence, obstinacy and bigotry? Ziauddin Sardar
examines the true teachings of Islam and explores the
reality of the Muslim world today. Emphasizing the
diversity of Islam and its ideals, he assesses the role
Islam plays in the lives of ordinary Muslims and how
Islamic beliefs and practices help Muslims understand
the modern world. “Ziauddin Sardar is arguably one of
the best-known Muslim public intellectuals in the
world today. He is an iconoclast, often a gadfly and
undoubtedly one of the few Muslim intellectuals who
span the proverbial Two Cultures.”—Muslim News
“Among the many sanguine introductions to Islam,
Sardar’s moves immediately to the front rank for its
readability.”—Booklist

Islamism and Islam
Begins by offering a reading of Islamic sources,
interpreting them for a Western context. The author
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demonstrates how an understanding of universal
Islamic principles can open the door to integration
into Western societies. He then shows how these
principles can be put to practical use.

In the Footsteps of the Prophet
Named by Time magazine as one of the 100 most
important innovators of the century, Tariq Ramadan is
a leading Muslim scholar, with a large following
especially among young European and American
Muslims. Now, in his first book written for a wide
audience, he offers a marvelous biography of the
Prophet Muhammad, one that highlights the spiritual
and ethical teachings of one of the most influential
figures in human history. In the Footsteps of the
Prophet is a fresh and perceptive look at Muhammad,
capturing a life that was often eventful, gripping, and
highly charged. Ramadan provides both an intimate
portrait of a man who was shy, kind, but determined,
as well as a dramatic chronicle of a leader who
launched a great religion and inspired a vast empire.
More important, Ramadan presents the main events
of the Prophet's life in a way that highlights his
spiritual and ethical teachings. The book underscores
the significance of the Prophet's example for some of
today's most controversial issues, such as the
treatment of the poor, the role of women, Islamic
criminal punishments, war, racism, and relations with
other religions. Selecting those facts and stories from
which we can draw a profound and vivid spiritual
picture, the author asks how can the Prophet's life
remain -- or become again -- an example, a model,
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and an inspiration? And how can Muslims move from
formalism -- a fixation on ritual -- toward a committed
spiritual and social presence? In this thoughtful and
engaging biography, Ramadan offers Muslims a new
understanding of Muhammad's life and he introduces
non-Muslims not just to the story of the Prophet, but
to the spiritual and ethical riches of Islam.

What I Believe
Tariq Ramadan is one of the most acclaimed figures
in the analysis of Islam and its political dimensions
today. In The Arab Awakening he explores the
opportunities and challenges across North Africa and
the Middle East, as they look to create new, more
open societies. He asks: can Muslim countries bring
together Islam, pluralism and democracy without
betraying their identity? Will the Arab world be able to
reclaim its memory to reinvent education, women's
rights, social justice, economic growth and the fight
against corruption? Can this emancipation be
envisioned with Islam, experienced not as a
straitjacket, but as an ethical and cultural wealth?
Arguing that the debate cannot be reduced to a
confrontation between two approaches - the modern
and secular versus the traditional and Islamic Ramadan demonstrates that not only are both of
these routes in crisis, but that the Arab world has an
historic opportunity: to stop blaming the West, to
jettison its victim status and to create a truly new
dynamic. Tariq Ramadan offers up a challenge to the
Middle East: what enduring legacy will you produce,
from the historic moment of the Arab Spring?
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The Fear of Islam, Second Edition
Tradition and Modernity focuses on how Christians
and Muslims connect their traditions to modernity,
looking especially at understandings of history,
changing patterns of authority, and approaches to
freedom. The volume includes a selection of relevant
texts from 19th- and 20th-century thinkers, from John
Henry Newman to Tariq Ramadan, accompanied by
illuminating commentaries.

Islamic Liberalism
The name of Tariq Ramadan is well known in the
West. Thanks to his urbane manner and articulate
way of expressing himself - in a number of languages
- this Swiss-born academic is a regular contributor to
television and radio features dealing with Islam (and
Islamism) and the West. In England, his reputation as
a ''moderate'' has won him praise - and even an
invitation from the Prime Minister to serve on the
government's task force on preventing extremism.
Meanwhile, as the grandson of Hassan al-Banna,
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, Ramadan enjoys
a certain status in Islamic circles - a kind of
ambassador for his grandfather's brand of political
Islam. So who is the real Tariq Ramadan and what
does he stand for? In this incisive and insightful study
of the man, well-known French writer and journalist
Caroline Fourest dissects the public pronouncements
of Tariq Ramadan. Drawing on his numerous books,
articles and speeches as sources, she demonstrates
with chilling clarity that the West has been beguiled
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by Ramadan's doublespeak. Tariq Ramadan is
slippery. He says one thing to his faithful Islamist
followers and something else entirely to his Western
audience. His choice of words, the formulations he
uses - even his tone of voice - vary, chameleon-like,
according to his audience. In most people, this would
be merely funny or irritating, but Tariq Ramadan is
too influential a figure to be dismissed so lightly.
Caroline Fourest does an incalculable service. In this
long-overdue English translation of Brother Tariq she
proves, once and for all, that Tariq Ramadan is not to
be trusted. Ramadan has been portrayed as the
Martin Luther King of Islam. This study reveals that he
is a far more sinister character at the forefront of a
militant and reactionary Islam.

The Sharia State
In The Quest for Meaning, Tariq Ramadan,
philosopher and Islamic scholar, invites the reader to
join him on a journey to the deep ocean of religious,
secular, and indigenous spiritual traditions to explore
the most pressing contemporary issues. Along the
way, Ramadan interrogates the concepts that frame
current debates including: faith and reason, emotions
and spirituality, tradition and modernity, freedom,
equality, universality, and civilization. He
acknowledges the greatest flashpoints and attempts
to bridge divergent paths to a common ground
between these religious and intellectual traditions. He
calls urgently for a deep and meaningful dialogue that
leads us to go beyond tolerant co-existence to mutual
respect and enrichment. Written in a both direct and
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meditative style this is an important, timely and
intelligent book that aims to direct and shape debate
around the most important questions of our time.

To Be a European Muslim
The author of The Caged Virgin recounts the story of
her life, from her traditional Muslim childhood in
Somalia and escape from a forced marriage to her
efforts to promote women's rights while surviving
numerous threats to her safety. Reprint. 100,000 first
printing.

Was Jesus a Socialist?
Tariq Ramadan is very much a public figure, named
one of Time magazine's most important innovators of
the twenty-first century. He is among the leading
Islamic thinkers in the West, with a large following
around the world. But he has also been a lightning rod
for controversy. Indeed, in 2004, Ramadan was
prevented from entering the U.S. by the Bush
administration and despite two appeals, supported by
organizations like the American Academy of Religion
and the ACLU, he was barred from the country until
spring of 2010, when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
finally lifted the ban. In What I Believe, Ramadan
attempts to set the record straight, laying out the
basic ideas he stands for in clear and accessible
prose. He describes the book as a work of
clarification, directed at ordinary citizens, politicians,
journalists, and others who are curious (or skeptical)
about his positions. Aware that that he is dealing with
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emotional issues, Ramadan tries to get past the
barriers of prejudice and misunderstanding to speak
directly, from the heart, to his Muslim and non-Muslim
readers alike. In particular, he calls on Western
Muslims to escape the mental, social, cultural, and
religious ghettos they have created for themselves
and become full partners in the democratic societies
in which they live. At the same time, he calls for the
rest of us to recognize our Muslim neighbors as
citizens with rights and responsibilities the same as
ours. His vision is of a future in which a shared and
confident pluralism becomes a reality at last.

The Arab Awakening
Building a Better Bridge is a record of the fourth
"Building Bridges" seminar held in Sarajevo in 2005 as
part of an annual symposium on Muslim-Christian
relations cosponsored by Georgetown University and
the Archbishop of Canterbury. This volume presents
the texts of the public lectures with regional
presentations on issues of citizenship, religious
believing and belonging, and the relationship between
government and religion—both from the immediate
situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and from three
contexts further afield: Britain, Malaysia, and West
Africa. Both Christian and Muslim scholars propose
key questions to be faced in addressing the issue of
the common good. How do we approach the civic
sphere as believers in particular faiths and as citizens
of mixed societies? What makes us who we are, and
how do our religious and secular allegiances relate to
one another? How do we accommodate our
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commitment to religious values with acknowledgment
of human disagreement, and how can this be
expressed in models of governance and justice? How
are we, mandated by scriptures to be caretakers, to
respond to the current ecological and economic
disorder of our world? Michael Ipgrave and his
contributors do not claim to provide definitive
answers to these questions, but rather they further a
necessary dialogue and show that, while Christian and
Islamic understandings of God may differ sharply and
perhaps irreducibly, the acknowledgment of one
another as people of faith is the surest ground on
which to build trust, friendship, and cooperation.

Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction
A piercing denunciation of Islamophobia in France, in
the tradition of Emile Zola At the beginning of the
twenty-first century, leading intellectuals are claiming
“There is a problem with Islam in France,” thus
legitimising the discourse of the racist National Front.
Such claims have been strengthened by the backlash
since the terrorist attacks in Paris in January and
November 2015, coming to represent a new ‘common
sense’ in the political landscape, and we have seen a
similar logic play out in the United States and Europe.
Edwy Plenel, former editorial director of Le Monde,
essayist and founder of the investigative journalism
website Mediapart tackles these claims head-on,
taking the side of his compatriots of Muslim origin,
culture or belief, against those who make them into
scapegoats. He demonstrates how a form of
“Republican and secularist fundamentalism” has
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become a mask to hide a new form of virulent
Islamophobia. At stake for Plenel is not just solidarity
but fidelity to the memory and heritage of
emancipatory struggles and he writes in defence of
the Muslims, just as Zola wrote in defence of the Jews
and Sartre wrote in defence of the blacks. For if we
are to be for the oppressed then we must be for the
Muslims. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Reflections on the Revolution In Europe
The essential introduction to Islam by a leading
expert Hardly a day goes by without mention of Islam.
And yet, for most people, and in much of the world,
Islam remains a little-known religion. Whether the
issue is violence, terrorism, women's rights or slavery,
Muslims are today expected to provide answers and
to justify what Islam is - or is not. But little opportunity
exists, either in the media or in society as a whole, to
describe Islam: precisely the question this short and
extremely accessible book sets out to answer. In
simple, direct language it will introduce readers to
Islam, to its spirituality, its principles, its rituals, its
diversity and its evolution.

Islam, the West and the Challenges of
Modernity
Tariq Ramadan is very much a public figure, named
one of Time magazine's most important innovators of
the twenty-first century. He is among the leading
Islamic thinkers in the West, with a large following
around the world. But he has also been a lightning rod
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for controversy. Indeed, in 2004, Ramadan was
prevented from entering the U.S. by the Bush
administration and despite two appeals, supported by
organizations like the American Academy of Religion
and the ACLU, he was barred from the country until
spring of 2010, when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
finally lifted the ban. In What I Believe, Ramadan
attempts to set the record straight, laying out the
basic ideas he stands for in clear and accessible
prose. He describes the book as a work of
clarification, directed at ordinary citizens, politicians,
journalists, and others who are curious (or skeptical)
about his positions. Aware that that he is dealing with
emotional issues, Ramadan tries to get past the
barriers of prejudice and misunderstanding to speak
directly, from the heart, to his Muslim and non-Muslim
readers alike. In particular, he calls on Western
Muslims to escape the mental, social, cultural, and
religious ghettos they have created for themselves
and become full partners in the democratic societies
in which they live. At the same time, he calls for the
rest of us to recognize our Muslim neighbors as
citizens with rights and responsibilities the same as
ours. His vision is of a future in which a shared and
confident pluralism becomes a reality at last.

The Quran and the Life of Excellence
The resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism in the
1980s influenced many in the Islamic world to reject
Western norms of liberal rationality and to return,
instead, to their own tradition for political and cultural
inspiration. This rejection of foreign thought threatens
Page 25/32

Download Free What I Believe Tariq Ramadan
to end the centuries-long dialogue between Islam and
the West, a dialogue that has produced a nascent
Middle Eastern liberalism, along with many less
desirable forms of discourse. With Islamic Liberalism,
Leonard Binder hopes to reinvigorate that dialogue,
asking whether political liberalism can take root in the
Middle East without a vigorous Islamic liberalism. But,
Binder asks, is an Islamic liberalism possible? The
Islamic political community presents special problems
to the development of an indigenous liberalism. That
community is conceived of as divinely ordained, and
its notions of the good are to be derived from
scriptural revelation, not arrived at through rational
discourse. Liberal politics would seem to stand little
chance of surviving in such an atmosphere, let alone
thriving. Binder responds to the challenge of Edward
Said's critique of Orientalism, of a range of neoMarxian development theorists, of Sayyid Qutb's
fundamentalist vision, of Samir Amin's vision of
Egypt's role in the Arab awakening, of Tariq al-Bishri's
new populism, of Zaki Najib Mahmud's pragmatism,
and the structuralism of Arkoun and Laroui. The
deconstruction of these varied texts produces a
number of persuasive hermeneutical conclusions that
are sequentially woven together in a critical argument
that refocuses our attention on the central question of
political freedom and democracy. In the course of
constructing this argument, Binder reopens the
dialogue between Western modernity and Islamic
authenticity and reveals the surprising extent to
which there is a convergent interest in liberal,
democratic, civil society. Finally, in a concluding
chapter, he addresses the prospects for liberalism in
the three major bourgeois states of Islam—Egypt,
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Turkey, and Iran.

The Flight of the Intellectuals
Tariq Ramadan is very much a public figure, named
one of Time magazine's most important innovators of
the twenty-first century. He is among the leading
Islamic thinkers in the West, with a large following
around the world. But he has also been a lightning rod
for controversy. Indeed, in 2004, Ramadan was
prevented from entering the U.S. by the Bush
administration and despite two appeals, supported by
organizations like the American Academy of Religion
and the ACLU, he was barred from the country until
spring of 2010, when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
finally lifted the ban.In What I Believe, Ramadan
attempts to set the record straight, laying out the
basic ideas he stands for in clear and accessible
prose. He describes the book as a work of
clarification, directed at ordinary citizens, politicians,
journalists, and others who are curious (or skeptical)
about his positions. Aware that that he is dealing with
emotional issues, Ramadan tries to get past the
barriers of prejudice and misunderstanding to speak
directly, from the heart, to his Muslim and non-Muslim
readers alike. In particular, he calls on Western
Muslims to escape the mental, social, cultural, and
religious ghettos they have created for themselves
and become full partners in the democratic societies
in which they live. At the same time, he calls for the
rest of us to recognize our Muslim neighbors as
citizens with rights and responsibilities the same as
ours. His vision is of a future in which a shared and
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confident pluralism becomes a reality at last.

Radical Reform
A senior scholar of Islamic politics, providing a
corrective to a dangerous gap in understanding,
explores the true nature of contemporary Islamism
and the essential ways in which it differs from the
religious faith of Islam.

Crusade and Jihad
Examines the potentially dangerous implications of
the western world's present understanding of
moderate Islam, including coverage of its history and
the charismatic Muslim leaders with whom previous
attempts have been made.

Brother Tariq
Contributors Introduction 3 1 Islamophobia and
Muslim Recognition in Britain 19 2 Islam in France:
The Shaping of a Religious Minority 36 3 The Turks in
Germany: From Sojourners to Citizens 52 4 Islam in
Switzerland: Fragmented Accommodation in a Federal
Country 72 5 Integration through Islam? Muslims in
Norway 88 6 From "People’s Home" to
"Multiculturalism": Muslims in Sweden 101 7
Globalization in Reverse and the Challenge of
Integration: Muslims in Denmark 121 8 Muslims in
Italy 131 9 Islam in the Netherlands 144 10 Islam and
Muslims in Europe: A Silent Revolution toward
Rediscovery 158 11 Muslims in American Public Life
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169 12 Representation of Islam in the Language of
Law: Some Recent U.S. Cases 187 13 Interface
between Community and State: U.S. Policy toward the
Islamists 205 14 Multiple Identities in a Pluralistic
World: Shi’ism in America 218 15 South Asian
Leadership of American Muslims 233 16 Continental
African Muslim Immigrants in the United States: A
Historical and Sociological Perspective 250 17
Crescent Dawn in the Great White North: Muslim
Participation in the Canadian Public Sphere 262 18
Mexican Muslims in the Twentieth Century:
Challenging Stereotypes and Negotiating Space 278
Bibliography 293 Index 311

Islam and the Arab Awakening
From the front page of The New York Times to
YouTube, Dr. Wafa Sultan has become a force radical
Islam has to reckon with. For the first time, she tells
her story and what she learned, first-hand, about
radical Islam in A God Who Hates, a passionate
memoir by an outspoken Arabic woman that is also a
cautionary tale for the West. She grew up in Syria in a
culture ruled by a god who hates women. "How can
such a culture be anything but barbarous?", Sultan
asks. "It can't", she concludes "because any culture
that hates its women can't love anything else." She
believes that the god who hates is waging a battle
between modernity and barbarism, not a battle
between religions. She also knows that it's a battle
radical Islam will lose. Condemned by some and
praised by others for speaking out, Sultan wants
everyone to understand the danger posed by A God
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Who Hates.

Being German, Becoming Muslim
Tradition and Modernity focuses on how Christians
and Muslims connect their traditions to modernity,
looking especially at understandings of history,
changing patterns of authority, and approaches to
freedom. The volume includes a selection of relevant
texts from 19th- and 20th-century thinkers, from John
Henry Newman to Tariq Ramadan, accompanied by
illuminating commentaries.

Tradition and Modernity
Set against the backdrop of the Arab Spring, The
Sharia State examines the Islamist concept of political
order. This order is based on a new interpretation of
sharia and has been dubbed "the Islamic state" by
Islamists. The concept of "the Islamic state," has been
elevated to a political agenda and it is this agenda
that is examined here. In contrast to the prevailing
view which sees the Arab Spring as a revolution, this
book argues that the phenomenon has been neither a
Spring, nor a revolution. The term 'Arab Spring,'
connotes a just rebellion that led to toppling dictators
and authoritarian rulers, yet in The Sharia State,
Bassam Tibi challenges the unchecked assumption
that the seizure of leadership by Islamists is a part of
the democratization of the Middle East. Providing a
new perspective on the relationship between the Arab
Spring and democratization, this book is an essential
read for students and scholars of Middle Eastern
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Studies, Islamic Studies and Politics.

Infidel
This volume focuses on Islamic thinking, activism, and
politics in both the West and the Middle East.
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