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How Stories Teach Us

A mother and daughter find what they share in their bones in this compelling novel
from the bestselling author of The Joy Luck Club and Where the Past Begins: A
Writer’s Memoir. Ruth Young and her widowed mother have always had a difficult
relationship. But when she discovers writings that vividly describe her mother’s
tumultuous life growing up in China, Ruth discovers a side of LuLing that she never
knew existed. Transported to a backwoods village known as Immortal Heart, Ruth
learns of secrets passed along by a mute nursemaid, Precious Auntie; of a cave
where dragon bones are mined; of the crumbling ravine known as the End of the
World; and of the curse that LuLing believes she released through betrayal. Within
the calligraphied pages awaits the truth about a mother's heart, secrets she cannot
tell her daughter, yet hopes she will never forget Conjuring the pain of broken
dreams and the power of myths, The Bonesetter’s Daughter is an excavation of the
human spirit: the past, its deepest wounds, its most profound hopes.

Identity Parade

WARNING: This book contains adult language and content. It is for adults
only.PLEASE NOTE: This is a two part book. BOTH PARTS are included in this one
novel, no need for any additional purchase.Synopsis: Tick tockOfficer Nick Vitale
has worked his way up to becoming one of the most-respected and talented cops
in Brooklyn, New York. Yet, for many years, he has harbored a destructive secret.
When he witnesses a horrific murder-suicide that rattles him to the core, he finally
realizes he has reached rock bottom. In a last ditch effort to help himself and turn
his life around, he seeks professional assistance, fully aware his time is running
out.A doll with a beating heartTaryn Jones is a mystery who wastes no time with
putting Nick in his place during their awkward first meeting. The world-renowned
supermodel is battling her own demons, yet, in healing herself, she also finds time
to be a bright ray of sunshine for others in need. She dives headfirst into her
therapy, determined to succeed, and reaches deep within to find the inner strength
required to start afresh and pursue her new dreams.When Beauty meets Beast, the
unthinkable happensNick and Taryn forge a strong friendship built on respect and
restraint, until their control slips and sparks fly. Through the challenges of their
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respective addictions and the dark shadows of their past, they find the joy of
nourishing the seeds of a love they can no longer deny.Time is running outNick
works hard to gain the trust of his colleagues, while Taryn strives to find her own
way in the beginning stages of a new endeavor. This is the time of reckoning, when
temptation and doubt rear their ugly heads to awaken old pain and fears. In this
race toward redemption, will Nick and Taryn's hearts and lives be saved in the nick
of time?

Writing Widowhood

A vivid, deeply researched work of history that explores the life of an
unconventional woman during the first half of the 19th century in Edo—the city
that would become Tokyo—and a portrait of a great city on the brink of a
momentous encounter with the West. The daughter of a Buddhist priest, Tsuneno
was born in a rural Japanese village and was expected to live a traditional life much
like her mother’s. But after three divorces—and a temperament much too strong-
willed for her family’s approval—she ran away to make a life for herself in one of
the largest cities in the world: Edo, a bustling metropolis at its peak. With Tsuneno
as our guide, we experience the drama and excitement of Edo just prior to the
arrival of American Commodore Perry’s fleet, which transformed Japan. During this
pivotal moment in Japanese history, Tsuneno bounces from tenement to tenement,
marries a masterless samurai, and eventually enters the service of a famous city
magistrate. Tsuneno’s life provides a window into 19th-century Japanese
culture—and a rare view of an extraordinary woman who sacrificed her family and
her reputation to make a new life for herself, in defiance of social conventions.
Immersive and fascinating, Stranger in the Shogun’s City is a revelatory work of
history, layered with rich detail and delivered with beautiful prose, about the life of
a woman, a city, and a culture.

The Invisibility Cloak

A collection of lyrical, intelligent poems which challenge the ways in which we
respond to the natural environment around us. It includes poems that explore both
the instability and the small moments of epiphany in our changing world.

The Echo Chamber

In the Carolina hills, a friend reaches out from beyond the grave His parents dead,
Timor is brought to America to live with his uncle in rural Appalachia. Although half-
American, this shy young boy has never lived outside of Indonesia and finds it hard
to adjust to life in the mountains. His only friend is Wiley Pendergrass, a
mysterious old hermit who sees magic in discarded wood. For Timor, Wiley makes
a ladder-back chair out of sassafras—a hard yellow wood with powers that will
change Timor’s life forever. Accused by a local gem collector of stealing a precious
box, Wiley pushes his ancient pickup as hard as he can to escape the police.
Screaming around a hairpin mountain turn, he loses control and sails off the side of
a cliff. Soon after, the chair begins speaking to Timor in Wiley’s voice. His friend
may be gone, but with the help of a little Appalachian magic, Timor has a chance
to clear Wiley’s name.
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Under Fishbone Clouds

A brilliant weave of personal involvement, vivid biography and political insight,
Koba the Dread is the successor to Martin Amis’s award-winning memoir,
Experience. Koba the Dread captures the appeal of one of the most powerful belief
systems of the 20th century — one that spread through the world, both captivating
it and staining it red. It addresses itself to the central lacuna of 20th-century
thought: the indulgence of Communism by the intellectuals of the West. In
between the personal beginnings and the personal ending, Amis gives us perhaps
the best one-hundred pages ever written about Stalin: Koba the Dread, Iosif the
Terrible. The author’s father, Kingsley Amis, though later reactionary in tendency,
was a “Comintern dogsbody” (as he would come to put it) from 1941 to 1956. His
second-closest, and then his closest friend (after the death of the poet Philip
Larkin), was Robert Conquest, our leading Sovietologist whose book of 1968, The
Great Terror, was second only to Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago in
undermining the USSR. The present memoir explores these connections. Stalin said
that the death of one person was tragic, the death of a million a mere “statistic.”
Koba the Dread, during whose course the author absorbs a particular, a familial
death, is a rebuttal of Stalin’s aphorism.

Empress Orchid

Starting a new job at Enchantments antique shop, Maggie O'Neill is unexpectedly
immersed in mystery when her boss, a self-proclaimed witch, is arrested for
murdering her estranged sister, a crime in which it is up to Maggie to prove her
innocence, with a little help from beyond. Original.

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan

Peony has neither seen nor spoken to any man other than her father, a wealthy
Chinese nobleman. Nor has she ever ventured outside the cloistered women's
quarters of the family villa. As her sixteenth birthday approaches she finds herself
betrothed to a man she does not know, but Peony has dreams of her own. Her
father engages a theatrical troupe to perform scenes from The Peony Pavilion, a
Chinese epic opera, in their garden amidst the scent of ginger, green tea and
jasmine. 'Unmarried girls should not be seen in public,' says Peony's mother, but
her father allows the women to watch from behind a screen. Here, Peony catches
sight of an elegant, handsome man and is immediately bewitched. So begins her
unforgettable journey of love, desire, sorrow and redemption.

Dying Star

A heart-wrenching novel explores how several generations of one Palestinian
family cope with the loss of their land after the 1948 creation of Israel and their
subsequent life in Palestine, which is often marred by war and violence. A first
novel. Reprint. Reading-group guide included.

Douglas MacArthur
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The clock is ticking. Will Aidan Snow be able to save the worldagain?

The Book of Crows

When Xiang Xiang's father is falsely executed, she is sold to Peach Blossom
Pavilion, a prostitution house, where she is taught the skills of a courtesan while
longing to be reunited with her mother.

Becoming Madame Mao

An NYRB Classics Original The hero of The Invisibility Cloak lives in contemporary
Beijing—where everyone is doing their best to hustle up the ladder of success
while shouldering an ever-growing burden of consumer goods—and he’s a loser.
Well into his forties, he’s divorced (and still doting on his ex), childless, and living
with his sister (her husband wants him out) in an apartment at the edge of town
with a crack in the wall the wind from the north blows through while he gets by,
just, by making customized old-fashioned amplifiers for the occasional rich audio-
obsessive. He has contempt for his clients and contempt for himself. The only
things he really likes are Beethoven and vintage speakers. Then an old friend tips
him off about a special job—a little risky but just don’t ask too many
questions—and can it really be that this hopeless loser wins? This provocative and
seriously funny exercise in the social fantastic by the brilliantly original Ge Fei, one
of China’s finest living writers, is among the most original works of fiction to come
out of China in recent years. It is sure to appeal to readers of Haruki Murakami and
other fabulists of contemporary irreality.

The Bloody Countess

The first volume of Susan Cooper's brilliant and absorbing fantasy series, The Dark
Is Rising. On holiday in Cornwall, the three Drew children discover an ancient map
in the attic of the house that they are staying in. They know immediately that it is
special. It is even more than that -- the key to finding a grail, a source of power to
fight the forces of evil known as the Dark. And in searching for it themselves, the
Drews put their very lives in peril.

Mornings in Jenin

Written in the format of a dictionary, a novel of the Cultural Revolution follows a
young man who is sent to Maqiao, a small village in rural China, and his encounters
with the unusual and superstitious inhabitants of the town. Reprint.

The Bonesetter's Daughter

From one of China's most acclaimed writers, this is an unflinching, erotic and
exciting tale of forbidden love in the gold rush era of turn-of-the-century San
Francisco. Geling Yan traces the lives of two individuals separated by prejudice and
mistrust, but bound forever by their passion for one another. Fusang is a Chinese
girl shanghaied from her village in China, brought to California and sold into the
seedy underworld of prostitution. Soon she falls into an obsessive relationship with

Page 4/14



Read Online Under Fishbone Clouds Sam Meekings

Chris, an 11-year-old boy. As years pass, numerous barriers are placed between
the lovers - by Chris's wealthy family, and most menacingly by Fusang's murderous
pimp, who bestrides Chinatown with a clutch of daggers at his waist.

Zipporah, Wife of Moses

Explores how memoirs of widowhood can help us understand the reality of
bereavement and the critical role of writing and reading in recovery. The death of a
beloved spouse after a lifetime of companionship is a life-changing experience. To
help understand the reality of bereavement, Jeffrey Berman focuses on five
extraordinary American writers—Joan Didion, Sandra Gilbert, Gail Godwin, Kay
Redfield Jamison, and Joyce Carol Oates—each of whom has written a memoir of
spousal loss. In each chapter, Berman gives an overview of the writer’s life and art
before widowhood, including her early preoccupation with death, and then
discusses the writer’s memoir and her life as a widow. He discovers that writing
was, for all of these authors, both a solace and a lifeline, enabling them to maintain
bonds with their lost loved ones while simultaneously moving on with their lives.
These memoirs of widowhood, Berman maintains, reveal not only courage and
resilience in the face of loss, but also the critical role of writing and reading in
bereavement and recovery. “Writing Widowhood is a stunning achievement that
combines biography, literary history, and theoretical and philosophical exploration
into the nature of grief as well as mental illness—all seamlessly executed. Berman
elegantly and lucidly conveys a range of theories and perspectives to suit both
academic and general readers. Berman never compromises complexity while
remaining accessible and straightforward throughout.” — Virginia L. Blum, author
of Flesh Wounds: The Culture of Cosmetic Surgery “Writing Widowhood contributes
to the field of autobiography/biography, and particularly to women’s writing within
that generic field, by discussing five memoirs which Berman categorizes as the
‘widow memoir.’ No other critic that I know has shaped commentaries into a newly
defined genre. Berman’s book, thus, makes an important contribution to the
overall field.” — Linda Wagner-Martin, author of Telling Women’s Lives: The New
Biography

A Hundred Flowers

The magnificent new novel from the million-selling Booker Prize-winning author of
The White Tiger: one of the most eagerly anticipated literary novels of 2011--"a
kaleidoscopic portrait of a changing Mumbai." — Guardian (Best Books of 2011)
Ask any Bombaywallah about Vishram Society--Tower A of the Vishram Co-
operative Housing Society--and you will be told that it is unimpeachably pucca.
Despite its location close to the airport, under the flight path of 747s and bordered
by slums, it has been pucca for some fifty years. But Bombay has changed in half a
century--not least its name--and the world in which Tower A was first built is giving
way to a new city; a Mumbai of development and new money; of wealthy Indians
returning with fortunes made abroad. When real estate developer Dharmen Shah
offers to buy out the residents of Vishram Society, planning to use the site to build
a luxury apartment complex, his offer is more than generous. Initially, though, not
everyone wants to leave; many of the residents have lived in Vishram for years,
and many of them are no longer young. But none can benefit from the offer unless
all agree to sell. As tensions rise among the once civil neighbours, one by one
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those who oppose the offer give way to the majority, until only one man stands in
Shah's way: Masterji, a retired schoolteacher, once the most respected man in the
building. Shah is a dangerous man to refuse, but as the demolition deadline looms,
Masterji's neighbours--friends who have become enemies, acquaintances turned co-
conspirators--may stop at nothing to score their payday. A suspense-filled story of
money and power, luxury and deprivation, and a rich tapestry peopled by
unforgettable characters, not least of which is Bombay itself, Last Man in Tower
opens up the hearts and minds of the inhabitants of a great city--ordinary people
pushed to their limits in a place that knows none. This eBook edition includes a
Reading Group Guide.

The Trouble with Magic

This rambunctious first novel by the author of the bestselling Corelli's Mandolin is
set in an impoverished, violent, yet ravishingly beautiful country somewhere in
South America. When the haughty Dona Constanza decides to divert a river to fill
her swimming pool, the consequences are at once tragic, heroic, and outrageously
funny. "Walks a precarious edge between slapstick and pathos, never once losing
its balance."--Washington Post Book World.

The Bestiary

Chinese Children's Favorite Stories is a delightful selection of thirteen Chinese
folktales as retold by author and illustrator Mingmei Yip. Inspired by her beloved
father's nightly story-telling when she was a child, Yip hopes that by retelling some
of these thousand-year-old Chinese stories she can pass along Chinese folklore and
fables to international readers of all ages. These beautifully illustrated tales give
children in other countries a glimpse into the traditions and culture of China, while
emphasizing universal lessons about being kind and successfully overcoming
obstacles. Readers will encounter many delightful characters—from an angry
dragon to a wise cow—in stories such as: The Dream of the Butterfly—A sweet tale
about accepting who you are and fully appreciating the world around you Carp
Jumping Over the Dragon Gate—A popular story about the rewards of hard work
Playing the Qin for the Water Buffalo—A musical tale that highlights empathy and
understanding And many more! Recommended for children ages five to ten.

The Lost Daughter of Happiness

In How Stories Teach Us, the contributors celebrate the influence of life writing on
their work and use a range of approaches to scholarship and essay writing. The
collection discusses dealing with loss, grief, illness, trauma, depression, abuse,
gender identity, and the ravages of time.

Chinese Children's Favorite Stories

"In "Ichthyology," a young boy watches his father spiral from divorce to suicide.
The story is told obliquely, often through the boy's observations of his tropical fish,
yet also reveals his father's last desperate moves, including quitting dentistry for
commercial fishing in the Bering Sea. "Rhoda" goes back to the beginning of the
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father's second marriage and the boy's fascination with his stepmother, who has
one partially closed eye. This eye becomes a metaphor for the adult world the boy
can't yet see into, including sexuality and despair, which feel like the key initiating
elements of the father's eventual suicide. "A Legend of Good Men" tells the story of
the boy's life with his mother after his father's death through the series of men she
dates." "In "Sukkwan Island," an extraordinary novella, the father invites the boy
homesteading for a year on a remote island in the southeastern Alaskan
wilderness. As the situation spins out of control, the son witnesses his father's
despair and takes matters into his own hands. In "Ketchikan," the boy is now thirty
years old, searching for the origin of ruin. He tracks down Gloria, the woman his
father first cheated with, and is left with the sense of "a world held in place, as it
turned out, by nothing at all." Set in Fairbanks, where the author's father actually
killed himself, "The Higher Blue" provides an epilogue to the collection."--BOOK
JACKET.

Across A Bridge Of Dreams

In the brave new Japan of the 1870s, Taka and Nobu meet as children and fall in
love; but their relationship will test the limits of society. Unified after a bitter civil
war, Japan is rapidly turning into a modern country with rickshaws, railways and
schools for girls. Commoners can marry their children into any class, and the old
hatred between north and south is over - or so it seems. Taka is from the powerful
southern Satsuma clan which now dominates the country, and her father, General
Kitaoka, is a leader of the new government. Nobu, however, is from the northern
Aizu clan, massacred by the Satsuma in the civil war. Defeated and reduced to
poverty, his family has sworn revenge on the Satsuma. Taka and Nobu's love is
unacceptable to both their families and must be kept secret, but what they cannot
foresee is how quickly the tables will turn. Many southern samurai become
disillusioned with the new regime, which has deprived them of their swords, status
and honour. Taka's father abruptly leaves Tokyo and returns to the southern island
of Kyushu, where trouble is brewing. When he and his clansmen rise in rebellion,
the government sends its newly-created army to put them down. Nobu and his
brothers have joined this army, and his brothers now see their chance of revenge
on the Satsuma. But Nobu will have to fight and maybe kill Taka's father and
brother, while Taka now has to make a terrible choice - between her family and the
man she loves 

Stranger in the Shogun's City

From the internationally bestselling author of Sarah comes the riveting story of the
remarkable woman who walked beside Moses. Although she is a Cushite by
birth—one of the people of the lands to the south—Zipporah grew up as the
beloved daughter of Jethro, high priest and sage of the Midianites. But the color of
Zipporah’s skin sets her apart, making her an outsider to the men of her adopted
tribe, who do not want her as a wife. Then one day while drawing water from a
well, she meets a handsome young stranger. Like her, he is an outsider. A Hebrew
raised in the house of the Egyptian Pharaoh, Moses is a fugitive, forced to flee his
homeland. Zipporah realizes that this man will be the husband and partner she
never thought she would have. Moses wants nothing more than a peaceful life with
the Midianites, but Zipporah won’t let Moses forget his past—or turn away from his
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true destiny. She refuses to marry him until he returns to Egypt to free his people.
When God reveals himself to Moses in a burning bush, his words echo Zipporah’s,
and Moses returns to Egypt with his passionate and generous wife by his side. A
woman ahead of her time, Zipporah leaps from the pages of this remarkable novel.
Bold, independent, and a true survivor, she is a captivating heroine, and her world
of deserts, temples, and ancient wonders is a fitting backdrop to an epic tale.

Peach Blossom Pavillion

A powerful new novel about an ordinary family facing extraordinary times at the
start of the Chinese Cultural Revolution China, 1957. Chairman Mao has declared a
new openness in society: "Let a hundred flowers bloom; let a hundred schools of
thought contend." Many intellectuals fear it is only a trick, and Kai Ying's husband,
Sheng, a teacher, has promised not to jeopardize their safety or that of their young
son, Tao. But one July morning, just before his sixth birthday, Tao watches
helplessly as Sheng is dragged away for writing a letter criticizing the Communist
Party and sent to a labor camp for "reeducation." A year later, still missing his
father desperately, Tao climbs to the top of the hundred-year-old kapok tree in
front of their home, wanting to see the mountain peaks in the distance. But Tao
slips and tumbles thirty feet to the courtyard below, badly breaking his leg. As Kai
Ying struggles to hold her small family together in the face of this shattering
reminder of her husband's absence, other members of the household must face
their own guilty secrets and strive to find peace in a world where the old sense of
order is falling. Once again, Tsukiyama brings us a powerfully moving story of
ordinary people facing extraordinary circumstances with grace and courage.

Some Sunny Day

A remarkable story of strange beauty and self-discovery from Printz Award winner
Nick Lake. Cassie is writing a letter to the boy whose heart she broke. She's trying
to explain why. Why she pushed him away. Why her father got so angry when he
saw them together. Why she disappears some nights. Why she won't let herself
remember what happened that long-ago night on the boardwalk. Why she fell
apart so completely. Desperate for his forgiveness, she's telling the whole story of
the summer she nearly lost herself. She's hoping that love-love for your family,
love for that person who makes your heart beat faster, and love for yourself-can
save both of them after all. Awards for There Will Be Lies A Boston Globe Best YA
Book of 2015 A Texas TAYSHAS Pick

Mystery of the Sassafras Chair

A new, definitive life of an American icon, the visionary general who led American
forces through three wars and foresaw his nation’s great geopolitical shift toward
the Pacific Rim—from the Pulitzer Prize finalist and bestselling author of Gandhi &
Churchill Douglas MacArthur was arguably the last American public figure to be
worshipped unreservedly as a national hero, the last military figure to conjure up
the romantic stirrings once evoked by George Armstrong Custer and Robert E. Lee.
But he was also one of America’s most divisive figures, a man whose entire career
was steeped in controversy. Was he an avatar or an anachronism, a brilliant
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strategist or a vainglorious mountebank? Drawing on a wealth of new sources,
Arthur Herman delivers a powerhouse biography that peels back the layers of
myth—both good and bad—and exposes the marrow of the man beneath.
MacArthur’s life spans the emergence of the United States Army as a global
fighting force. Its history is to a great degree his story. The son of a Civil War hero,
he led American troops in three monumental conflicts—World War I, World War II,
and the Korean War. Born four years after Little Bighorn, he died just as American
forces began deploying in Vietnam. Herman’s magisterial book spans the full arc of
MacArthur’s journey, from his elevation to major general at thirty-eight through his
tenure as superintendent of West Point, field marshal of the Philippines, supreme
ruler of postwar Japan, and beyond. More than any previous biographer, Herman
shows how MacArthur’s strategic vision helped shape several decades of U.S.
foreign policy. Alone among his peers, he foresaw the shift away from Europe,
becoming the prophet of America’s destiny in the Pacific Rim. Here, too, is a vivid
portrait of a man whose grandiose vision of his own destiny won him enemies as
well as acolytes. MacArthur was one of the first military heroes to cultivate his own
public persona—the swashbuckling commander outfitted with Ray-Ban sunglasses,
riding crop, and corncob pipe. Repeatedly spared from being killed in battle—his
soldiers nicknamed him “Bullet Proof”—he had a strong sense of divine mission.
“Mac” was a man possessed, in the words of one of his contemporaries, of a
“supreme and almost mystical faith that he could not fail.” Yet when he did, it was
on an epic scale. His willingness to defy both civilian and military authority was,
Herman shows, a lifelong trait—and it would become his undoing. Tellingly,
MacArthur once observed, “Sometimes it is the order one disobeys that makes one
famous.” To capture the life of such an outsize figure in one volume is no small
achievement. With Douglas MacArthur, Arthur Herman has set a new standard for
untangling the legacy of this American legend. Praise for Douglas MacArthur “This
is revisionist history at its best and, hopefully, will reopen a debate about the
judgment of history and MacArthur’s place in history.”—New York Journal of Books
“Unfailingly evocative . . . close to an epic . . . More than a biography, it is a tale of
a time in the past almost impossible to contemplate today as having taken place,
with MacArthur himself as a figure perhaps too remote to understand, but all the
more important to encounter.”—The New Criterion “With Douglas MacArthur:
American Warrior, the prolific and talented historian Arthur Herman has delivered
an expertly rendered, compulsively readable account that does full justice to
MacArthur’s monumental achievements without slighting his equally monumental
flaws.”—Commentary From the Hardcover edition.

The War of Don Emmanuel's Nether Parts

In a series of delicately interlaced stories, Sam Meekings' richly poetic and gripping
second novel follows the journeys of characters whose lives, separated by
millennia, are all in some way touched by the mysterious Book of Crows - a
mythical book in which the entire history of the world - past, present and future - is
written down.

Peony in Love

An evocative and exquisitely written debut novel about family, empire and money.
Impressive in its scope and ambition, this first novel is at once a family saga, a
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book that reimagines the myth of the empire, and a history of objects. The Echo
Chamber is narrated by fifty-four- year-old Evie Steppman, who grew up in Nigeria
in the 1950s during the last decade of British rule. As a child, Evie exhibited
extraordinarily acute powers of hearing; now, alone in an attic in Scotland that is
filled with objects from her past and with her powers of hearing starting to fade,
she sets out to record her history before it all disintegrates into a meaningless din.
Tales of the twelfth-century mapmaker in Palermo, stories whispered by
embittered expatriates, and eyewitness accounts from Nigeria's civil war mingle
with Evie's memories of her childhood, of her grandfather, a watchmaker who
attempted to forge a mechanical likeness of his dead wife, and of her travels
across America. Williams's interest in history and storytelling and his talent for
evoking multiple voices will remind readers of the work of David Mitchell, Peter
Carey, and Jonathan Safran Foer.

The Russian Sleep Experiment

From the national bestselling author of Red Azalea: “Extraordinary . . . Min lets
[Madame Mao] be seen as never before. Bottom line: riveting” (People). In a
sweeping, erotically charged story, Anchee Min creates a finely nuanced portrait of
one of the most fascinating, and vilified, women of the twentieth century. Madame
Mao is almost universally known as the “white-boned demon”—ambitious,
vindictive, and cruel—whose bid to succeed her husband led to the death of
millions. But Anchee Min’s story begins with a young girl named Yunhe, the
unwanted daughter of a concubine who ignored her mother’s pleas and refused to
have her feet bound. It was the first act of rebellion for this headstrong, beautiful,
and charismatic girl, who would find fame as an actress in Shanghai, and later fall
in love and marry Mao Zedong. The great revolutionary leader proved to be an
inattentive husband with a voracious appetite for infidelity, but the couple stayed
together through the Communist victory, the disastrous Great Leap Forward, and
the chaos of the Cultural Revolution. Min uses historical facts and her lush,
penetrating psychological imagination to take us beyond the myth of the person
who so greatly influenced an entire generation of Chinese. The result is a complex
portrait of a woman who railed against the confines of her culture, whose deep-
seated insecurities propelled her to reinvent herself constantly, and whose
ambition was matched only by her ferocious, never-to-be-fulfilled need to be loved.
“Sheer poetry.” —The Wall Street Journal “A magnificent book: consequential,
significant, beautiful . . . The true heroine is writer Anchee Min.” —San Diego Union-
Tribune

Beauty in Thorns

The Pre-Raphaelites were determined to liberate art and love from the shackles of
convention. Ned Burne-Jones had never had a painting lesson and his family
wanted him to be a parson. Only young Georgie Macdonald - the daughter of a
Methodist minister - understood. She put aside her own dreams to support him,
only to be confronted by many years of gossip and scandal. Dante Gabriel Rossetti
was smitten with his favourite model, Lizzie Siddal. She wanted to be an artist
herself, but was seduced by the irresistible lure of laudanum. William Morris fell
head-over-heels for a 'stunner' from the slums, Janey Burden. Discovered by Ned,
married to William, she embarked on a passionate affair with Gabriel that led
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inexorably to tragedy. Margot Burne-Jones had become her father's muse. He
painted her as Briar Rose, the focus of his most renowned series of paintings,
based on the fairy-tale that haunted him all his life. Yet Margot longed to be
awakened to love. Bringing to life the dramatic true story of love, obsession and
heartbreak that lies behind the Victorian era's most famous paintings, Beauty in
Thornsis the story of awakenings of all kinds.

Cold East (An Aidan Snow SAS Thriller, Book 3)

Four political prisoners living in a 1940s Siberian POW camp volunteer to be
Subjects in a Soviet Military experiment. They are promised freedom in exchange
for completing the exercise. In return they must endure 30 days without sleep,
fuelled by Gas 76-IA. The longer the experimentees endure insomnia, the more
they deteriorate. Words and pleasantries break down until they turn on each other.
Researchers look on, neutral, and take notes for the super soldier applications
possible with this new, wonder drug. One researcher, Luka, stands alone in
believing the experiment needs to be stopped before irreversible damage is done
but is he too late? "The Subjects no longer want the Gas switched off" Illustrations
by award-winning graphic artist Daniel Tyka.

The Afterlives of Doctor Gachet

A fictional portrait of the last empress of China follows Orchid, a beautiful teenager
from an aristocratic family, who is chosen to become a low-ranking concubine of
the emperor and rises to a position of power in the Chinese court.

Whisper to Me

"At last a fantasy story with believable characters and a world to which we can all
relate." As the life-giving star, Shu, slowly makes its transition from a white to a
black dwarf it changes the ocean planet of Gebshu and its moon beyond all
recognition. We follow Var of the Enki ocean tribe as he is thrust into a world he is
struggling to understand. As Var battles against the elements, the unstable
Emperor sends his two sons on a treacherous mission. We follow the characters as
they encounter deadly creatures, ancient races and each other. The bloody and
violent action unfolds as the prophecy becomes entwined with Var's destiny.
Through his actions he will unknowingly decide the fate of the fading system.

Last Man in Tower

"It is the first anthology to comprehensively represent the generation of poets who
have emerged since the mid-1990s"--P. [4] of cover.

Koba the Dread

The remarkable autobiography of the last great wartime icon.

In the Nick of Time

Page 11/14



Read Online Under Fishbone Clouds Sam Meekings

Fiction. Who is that mournful man in the painting? THE AFTERLIVES OF DOCTOR
GACHET tells the story of Paul Ferdinand Gachet, the subject of one of Vincent van
Gogh's most famous portraits: one that shows what the artist called "the
heartbroken expression of our times." But what caused such heartbreak? This
thrilling historical novel follows Doctor Gachet from asylums to art galleries, from
the bloody siege of Paris to life with van Gogh in Auvers, and from the bunkers of
Nazi Germany to a reclusive billionaire in Tokyo, to uncover the secrets behind that
grief-stricken smile.

Legend of a Suicide

Descended from one of the most ancient aristocratic families of Europe, Erzsebet
Bathory bore the psychotic aberrations of centuries of intermarriage. From
adolescence she indulged in sadistic lesbian fantasies, where only the spilling of a
woman’s blood could satisfy her urges. By middle age, she had regressed to a
mirror-fixated state of pathological necro-sadism involving witchcraft, torture,
blood-drinking, cannibalism and wholesale slaughter. These years, at the latter end
of the 16th century, witnessed a reign of cruelty unsurpassed in the annals of mass
murder, with the Countess’ depredations on the virgin girls of the Carpathians
leading to some 650 deaths. Her many castles were equipped with chambers
where she would hideously torture and mutilate her victims; hundreds of girls were
killed and processed for the ultimate, youth-giving ritual: the bath of blood. The
Bloody Countess is Valentine Penrose’s true, disturbing case history of a female
psychopath, a chillingly lyrical account beautifully translated by Alexander Trocchi
(author of Cain’s Book), which has an unequalled power to evoke the decadent
melancholy of doomed, delinquent aristocracy in a dark age of superstition.

Over Sea, Under Stone

Under Fishbone Clouds is a universal love story, a family saga, and a journey
through Chinese history, myth, and culture. Following a young Chinese couple as
their love grows, and is tested, during Mao's Cultural Revolution, this elegant debut
novel provides a rare and personal glimpse into the birth modern China. When the
Kitchen God is challenged by the Jade Emperor to fathom the workings of the
human heart, he chooses to follow the life of Jinyi and his wife Yuying, from their
blossoming love until their old age, in hope of finding an answer. The Kitchen God
watches as the new government strictures split their family in two, living inside
their hearts as they they endure the loss of two children, homesickness, and
isolation, all while keeping alive a love that survives famine, forced labor, and even
death. Weaving together the story of their life with China's recent political history,
as well as traditional folktales and myths, the Kitchen God illuminates the most
impenetrable aspects the human condition. Sam Meekings's remarkable debut
novel showcases his luminous, poetic writing, as well as insights that belong to a
writer twice his age. Part love story and part historical narrative, Under Fishbone
Clouds carries the weight and beauty of a lifetime's achievement.

The Metropolis Case

From the smoky music halls of 1860s Paris to the tumbling skyscrapers of twenty-
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first-century New York, a sweeping tale of passion, music, and the human heart’s
yearning for connection Martin is a forty-year-old lawyer who, despite his success,
feels disoriented and disconnected from his life in post-9/11 Manhattan. But even
as he comes to terms with the missteps of his past, he questions whether his life
will feel more genuine going forward. Decades earlier, in the New York of the
1960s, Anna is destined to be a grande dame of the international stage. As she
steps into the spotlight, however, she realizes that the harsh glare of fame may be
more than she bargained for. Maria is a tall, awkward, ostracized teenager
desperate to break free from the doldrums of 1970s Pittsburgh. When the operatic
power of her extraordinary voice leads Maria to Juilliard, New York seems to hold
possibilities that are both exhilarating and uncertain. Lucien is a young Parisian at
the birth of the modern era, racing through the streets of Europe in an exuberant
bid to become a singer for the ages. When tragedy leads him to a magical
discovery, Lucien embarks on a journey that will help him—and Martin, Maria, and
Anna—learn that it’s not how many breaths you take, it’s what you do with those
you’re given. This unlikely quartet is bound together across centuries and
continents by the strange and spectacular history of Richard Wagner’s masterpiece
opera Tristan and Isolde. Grandly operatic in scale, their story is one of music and
magic, love and death, betrayal and fate. Matthew Gallaway’s riveting debut will
have readers spellbound from the opening page to its breathtaking conclusion.
From the Hardcover edition.

A Dictionary Of Maqiao

Lily is the daughter of a humble farmer, and to her family she is just another
expensive mouth to feed. Then the local matchmaker delivers startling news: if
Lily's feet are bound properly, they will be flawless. In nineteenth-century China,
where a woman's eligibility is judged by the shape and size of her feet, this is
extraordinary good luck. Lily now has the power to make a good marriage and
change the fortunes of her family. To prepare for her new life, she must undergo
the agonies of footbinding, learn nu shu, the famed secret women's writing, and
make a very special friend, Snow Flower. But a bitter reversal of fortune is about to
change everything.
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