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The Orphan Master's Son
During the founding of North Korea, competing visions
of an ideal modern state proliferated. Independence
and democracy were touted by all, but plans for the
future of North Korea differed in their ideas about how
everyday life should be organized. Daily life came
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under scrutiny as the primary arena for social change
in public and private life. In Everyday Life in the North
Korean Revolution, 1945–1950, Kim examines the
revolutionary events that shaped people’s lives in the
development of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea. By shifting the historical focus from the state
and the Great Leader to how villagers experienced
social revolution, Kim offers new insights into why
North Korea insists on setting its own course. Kim’s
innovative use of documents seized by U.S. military
forces during the Korean War and now stored in the
National Archives—personnel files, autobiographies,
minutes of organizational meetings, educational
materials, women’s magazines, and court
documents—together with oral histories allows her to
present the first social history of North Korea during
its formative years. In an account that makes clear
the leading role of women in these efforts, Kim
examines how villagers experienced, understood, and
later remembered such events as the first land reform
and modern elections in Korea’s history, as well as
practices in literacy schools, communal halls, mass
organizations, and study sessions that transformed
daily routine.

North Korea
Distinguished American professor Sheila Miyoshi Jager
interweaves international events and previously
unknown personal accounts to give a brilliant new
history of the war, its aftermath and its global impact
told from American, Korean, Soviet and Chinese sides.
This is the first account to examine not only the
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military, but the social and political aspects of the war
across the whole region - and it takes the story up to
the present day.Drawing on newly accessible
diplomatic archives and reports from South Korea's
Truth and Reconciliation Comission, Jager not only
analyses top-level military strategy but also depicts
on-the-ground atrocities committed by both side that
have never been revealed. The most accessible, up-todate and balanced account yet written, rich with
maps and illustrations, Brothers at War is the thrilling
and highly original debut of a historian comparable to
Max Hastings or Antony Beevor. It will become the
definitive chronicle of the struggle's origins,
aftermath, and global impact.

North Korea
Despite recents attempts at 'negotiation', the
attitudes of both Kim Jong-un's regime and the West
seem unchanged. North Korea is still shrouded in
mystery, and there are no clear plans for the future
Can we trust either side to bring about peace? And if
so, how?This provocative insider's account blasts
apart the myths which paint North Korea as a rogue
state run by a mad leader. Informed by extraordinary
access to the country's leadership, Glyn Ford
investigates the regime from the inside, providing
game-changing insights, which Trump and his
administration have failed to do. Acknowledging that
North Korea is a deeply flawed and repressive state,
he nonetheless shows that sections of the leadership
are desperate to modernise and end their
isolation.With chapters on recent developments
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including the Trump / Kim summit, Ford supports a
dialogue between East and West, whilst also
criticising Trump's facile attempts. Talking to North
Korea provides a road map for averting the looming
threat of a war in North East Asia that would threaten
the lives of millions.

The Cleanest Race
This unique book, now fully updated, provides a
comprehensive overview of all aspects of life in North
Korea today. Drawing on decades of experience,
noted experts Ralph Hassig and Kongdan Oh explore
a world few outsiders can imagine. In vivid detail, the
authors describe how the secretive and authoritarian
government of Kim Jong-un shapes every aspect of its
citizens' lives, how the command socialist economy
has utterly failed, and how ordinary individuals
struggle to survive through small-scale capitalism.
Weighing the very limited individual rights allowed,
the authors illustrate how the political class system
and the legal system serve solely as tools of the
regime. The key to understanding how the North
Korean people live, the authors argue, is to realize
that their only allowed role is to support Kim Jong-un,
whose grandfather founded the country in the late
1940s. Still a cypher, Kim Jong-un, as did his father
before him, controls his people by keeping them
isolated and banning most foreigners. North Koreans
remain hungry and oppressed, yet the outside world
is slowly filtering in, and the book concludes by urging
the United States to flood North Korea with
information so that its people can make decisions
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based on truth rather than their dictator's ubiquitous
propaganda.

See You Again in Pyongyang
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION An epic
novel and a thrilling literary discovery, The Orphan
Master’s Son follows a young man’s journey through
the icy waters, dark tunnels, and eerie spy chambers
of the world’s most mysterious dictatorship, North
Korea. NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD
FINALIST • DAYTON LITERARY PEACE PRIZE WINNER •
LONGLISTED FOR THE AMERICAN LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION’S ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL • WINNER
OF THE CALIFORNIA BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION •
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New Yorker • The
Washington Post • Stephen King, Entertainment
Weekly • The Wall Street Journal • Los Angeles Times
• San Francisco Chronicle • Financial Times •
Newsweek/The Daily Beast • The Plain Dealer • St.
Louis Post-Dispatch • Milwaukee Journal Sentinel •
Scott Turow, The Millions • Slate • Salon • BookPage •
Shelf Awareness “The single best work of fiction
published [this year] . . . The book’s cunning, flair and
pathos are testaments to the still-formidable power of
the written word.”—The Wall Street Journal Pak Jun Do
is the haunted son of a lost mother—a singer “stolen”
to Pyongyang—and an influential father who runs
Long Tomorrows, a work camp for orphans. There the
boy is given his first taste of power, picking which
orphans eat first and which will be lent out for manual
labor. Recognized for his loyalty and keen instincts,
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Jun Do comes to the attention of superiors in the
state, rises in the ranks, and starts on a road from
which there will be no return. Considering himself “a
humble citizen of the greatest nation in the world,”
Jun Do becomes a professional kidnapper who must
navigate the shifting rules, arbitrary violence, and
baffling demands of his Korean overlords in order to
stay alive. Driven to the absolute limit of what any
human being could endure, he boldly takes on the
treacherous role of rival to Kim Jong Il in an attempt to
save the woman he loves, Sun Moon, a legendary
actress “so pure, she didn’t know what starving
people looked like.” Part breathless thriller, part story
of innocence lost, part story of romantic love, The
Orphan Master’s Son is also a riveting portrait of a
world heretofore hidden from view: a North Korea rife
with hunger, corruption, and casual cruelty but also
camaraderie, stolen moments of beauty, and love. A
towering literary achievement, The Orphan Master’s
Son ushers Adam Johnson into the small group of
today’s greatest writers. Praise for The Orphan
Master’s Son “An exquisitely crafted novel that carries
the reader on an adventuresome journey into the
depths of totalitarian North Korea and into the most
intimate spaces of the human heart.”—Pulitzer Prize
citation “Mr. Johnson has written a daring and
remarkable novel, a novel that not only opens a
frightening window on the mysterious kingdom of
North Korea, but one that also excavates the very
meaning of love and sacrifice.”—Michiko Kakutani,
The New York Times “Rich with a sense of discovery .
. . The Orphan Master’s Son has an early lead on
novel of [the year].”—The Daily Beast “This is a novel
worth getting excited about.”—The Washington Post
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“[A] ripping piece of fiction that is also an astute
commentary on the nature of freedom, sacrifice, and
glory.”—Elle From the Hardcover edition.

Visual Politics and North Korea
**Named one of the best books of 2015 by The
Economist** Private Markets, Fashion Trends, Prison
Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. North Korea is one
of the most troubled societies on earth. The country's
24 million people live under a violent dictatorship led
by a single family, which relentlessly pursues the
development of nuclear arms, which periodically
incites risky military clashes with the larger, richer,
liberal South, and which forces each and every person
to play a role in the "theater state" even as it pays
little more than lip service to the wellbeing of the
overwhelming majority. With this deeply anachronistic
system eventually failed in the 1990s, it triggered a
famine that decimated the countryside and
obliterated the lives of many hundreds of thousands
of people. However, it also changed life forever for
those who survived. A lawless form of marketization
came to replace the iron rice bowl of work in state
companies, and the Orwellian mind control of the
Korean Workers' Party was replaced for many by
dreams of trade and profit. A new North Korea Society
was born from the horrors of the era—one that is
more susceptible to outside information than ever
before with the advent of k-pop and video-carrying
USB sticks. This is the North Korean society that is
described in this book. In seven fascinating chapters,
the authors explore what life is actually like in modern
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North Korea today for the ordinary "man and woman
on the street." They interview experts and tap a broad
variety of sources to bring a startling new insider's
view of North Korean society—from members of
Pyongyang's ruling families to defectors from different
periods and regions, to diplomats and NGOs with
years of experience in the country, to cross-border
traders from neighboring China, and textual accounts
appearing in English, Korean and Chinese sources.
The resulting stories reveal the horror as well as the
innovation and humor which abound in this
fascinating country.

The Accusation
"Lee takes us into urgent and emotional novelistic
terrain: the desperate and tenuous realms defectors
are forced to inhabit after escaping North Korea.”
–Adam Johnson, author of The Orphan Master’s Son
"The more confusing and horrible our world becomes,
the more critical the role of fiction in communicating
both the facts and the meaning of other people’s
lives. Krys Lee joins writers like Anthony Marra,
Khaled Hosseini and Elnathan John in this urgent
work." –San Francisco Chronicle Yongju is an
accomplished student from one of North Korea's most
prominent families. Jangmi, on the other hand, has
had to fend for herself since childhood, most recently
by smuggling goods across the border. Then there is
Danny, a Chinese-American teenager whose quirks
and precocious intelligence have long made him an
outcast in his California high school. These three
disparate lives converge when they flee their homes,
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finding themselves in a small Chinese town just
across the river from North Korea. As they fight to
survive in a place where danger seems to close in on
all sides, in the form of government informants,
husbands, thieves, abductors, and even missionaries,
they come to form a kind of adoptive family. But will
Yongju, Jangmi and Danny find their way to the better
lives they risked everything for? Transporting the
reader to one of the least-known and most
threatening environments in the world, and exploring
how humanity persists even in the most desperate
circumstances, How I Became a North Korean is a
brilliant and essential first novel by one of our most
promising writers. A FINALIST FOR THE 2016 CENTER
FOR FICTION FIRST NOVEL PRIZE Longlisted for the
Carnegie Medal One of The Millions' most anticipated
books of the second half of 2016 One of Elle.com's
"11 Best Books to Read in August" One of Bookpage's
"Six Stellar Summer Debuts"

The Hidden People of North Korea
North Korea’s opaqueness combined with its military
capabilities make the country and its leader
dangerous wild cards in the international community.
Brookings Senior Fellow Jung H. Pak, who led the U.S.
intelligence community’s analysis on Korean issues,
tells the story of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s
upbringing, provides insight on his decision-making,
and makes recommendations on how to thwart Kim’s
ambitions. In her deep analysis of the personality of
the North Korean leader, Pak makes clearer the
reasoning behind the way he governs and conducts
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his foreign affairs.

The Great Successor
NOTE: NO FURTHER DISCOUNT FOR THIS PRINT
PRODUCT--OVERSTOCK SALE -- Significantly reduced
list price This edition of North Korea: A Country Study
replaces the previous edition, published in 1994. Like
its predecessor, this study attempts to review the
history and treat in a concise manner the dominant
social, political, economic, and military aspects of
contemporary North Korea. Sources of information
included books, scholarly journals, foreign and
domestic newspapers, official reports of governments
and international organizations, and numerous
periodicals and Web sites on Korean and East Asian
affairs. A word of caution is necessary, however. Even
though more information is forthcoming from and
about North Korea since it became a member of the
United Nations in 1991, the government of a closed
society such as that of North Korea controls
information for internal and external consumption,
limiting both the scope of coverage and its
dissemination. A chronology of major historical events
is provided at the front of the book (see table A).
Chapter bibliographies appear at the end of the book,
and brief comments on some of the more valuable
and enduring sources recommended for further
reading appear at the end of each chapter. A glossary
also is included. Spellings of place-names in the book
are in most cases those approved by the U.S. Board
on Geographic Names (BGN); spellings of some of the
names, however, cannot be verified, as the BGN itself
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notes. Readers of this book are alerted that because
the BGN recognizes the Sea of Japan as the formal
name of the body of water to the east of the Korean
Peninsula, this book also uses that term.. Similarly,
the Yellow Sea is identified as the West Sea. The
McCune–Reischauer system of transliteration has
been employed except for the names of some
prominent national and historical figures. Thus, Kim Ilsong is rendered as Kim Il Sung, and Kim Chong-il is
rendered as Kim Jong Il. The names of Korean authors
writing in English are spelled as given in the original
publication. Measurements are given in the metric
system. A conversion table (see table B) is provided
to assist readers who are unfamiliar with metric
measurements. Other related items: Foreign
Countries collection can be found here: https://bookst
ore.gpo.gov/catalog/international-foreignaffairs/foreign-country-studies The body of the text
reflects information available as of August 1, 2007.
Certain other parts of the text, however, have been
updated: the Chronology and Introduction discuss
significant events that have occurred since the
completion of research, and the Country Profile and
portions of some chapters include updated
information as available.

The Death of an Heir
“A meaty, fast-paced portrait of North Korean society,
economy, politics and foreign policy.” -Foreign Affairs
The definitive account of North Korea, its veiled past
and uncertain future, from the former Director for
Asian Affairs at the National Security Council In The
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Impossible State, seasoned international-policy expert
and lauded scholar Victor Cha pulls back the curtain
on this controversial and isolated country, providing
the best look yet at North Korea's history, the rise of
the Kim family dynasty, and the obsessive personality
cult that empowers them. He illuminates the
repressive regime's complex economy and culture, its
appalling record of human-rights abuses, and its
belligerent relationship with the United States, and
analyzes the regime's major security issues—from the
seemingly endless war with its southern neighbor to
its frightening nuclear ambitions—all in light of the
destabilizing effects of Kim Jong-il's recent death. How
this enigmatic nation-state—one that regularly
violates its own citizens' inalienable rights and has
suffered famine, global economic sanctions, a
collapsed economy, and near total isolation from the
rest of the world—has continued to survive has long
been a question that preoccupies the West. Cha
reveals a land of contradictions, one facing a pivotal
and disquieting transition of power from tyrannical
father to inexperienced son, and delves into the
ideology that leads an oppressed, starving populace
to cling so fiercely to its failed leadership. With rare
personal anecdotes from the author's time in
Pyongyang and his tenure as an adviser in the White
House, this engagingly written, authoritative, and
highly accessible history offers much-needed answers
to the most pressing questions about North Korea and
ultimately warns of a regime that might be closer to
its end than many might think—a political collapse for
which America and its allies may be woefully
unprepared.
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Capitalist in North Korea
The Death of an Heir is Philip Jett's chilling true
account of the Coors family’s gilded American dream
that turned into a nightmare when a meticulously
plotted kidnapping went horribly wrong. In the 1950s
and 60s, the Coors dynasty reigned over Golden,
Colorado, seemingly invincible. When rumblings about
labor unions threatened to destabilize the family's
brewery, Adolph Coors, Jr., the septuagenarian
president of the company, drew a hard line, refusing
to budge. They had worked hard for what they had,
and no one had a right to take it from them. What
they'd soon realize was that they had more to lose
than they could have imagined. On the morning of
Tuesday, February 9, 1960, Adolph “Ad” Coors III, the
44-year-old CEO of the multimillion dollar Colorado
beer empire, stepped into his car and headed for the
brewery twelve miles away. At a bridge he stopped to
help a man in a yellow Mercury sedan. On the back
seat lay handcuffs and leg irons. The glove box held a
ransom note ready to be mailed. His coat pocket
shielded a loaded pistol. What happened next set off
the largest U.S. manhunt since the Lindbergh
kidnapping. State and local authorities, along with the
FBI personally spearheaded by its director J. Edgar
Hoover, burst into action attempting to locate Ad and
his kidnapper. The dragnet spanned a continent. All
the while, Ad’s grief-stricken wife and children waited,
tormented by the unrelenting silence. The Death of an
Heir reveals the true story behind the tragic murder of
Colorado’s favorite son.
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Escape from Camp 14
The award-winning author of The Interpreter traces
her experiences as an English teacher to the sons of
North Korea's elite during the last six months of Kim
Jong Il's reign, an effort complicated by oppressive
regime enforcers, propaganda and evangelical
missionaries. 40,000 first printing.

Talking to North Korea
An eye-opening account of life inside North Korea—a
closed world of increasing global importance—hailed
as a “tour de force of meticulous reporting” (The New
York Review of Books) NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD
FINALIST In this landmark addition to the literature of
totalitarianism, award-winning journalist Barbara
Demick follows the lives of six North Korean citizens
over fifteen years—a chaotic period that saw the
death of Kim Il-sung, the rise to power of his son Kim
Jong-il (the father of Kim Jong-un), and a devastating
famine that killed one-fifth of the population. Demick
brings to life what it means to be living under the
most repressive regime today—an Orwellian world
that is by choice not connected to the Internet, where
displays of affection are punished, informants are
rewarded, and an offhand remark can send a person
to the gulag for life. She takes us deep inside the
country, beyond the reach of government censors,
and through meticulous and sensitive reporting we
see her subjects fall in love, raise families, nurture
ambitions, and struggle for survival. One by one, we
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witness their profound, life-altering disillusionment
with the government and their realization that, rather
than providing them with lives of abundance, their
country has betrayed them. Praise for Nothing to Envy
“Provocative . . . offers extensive evidence of the
author’s deep knowledge of this country while
keeping its sights firmly on individual stories and
human details.”—The New York Times “Deeply
moving . . . The personal stories are related with
novelistic detail.”—The Wall Street Journal “A tour de
force of meticulous reporting.”—The New York Review
of Books “Excellent . . . humanizes a downtrodden,
long-suffering people whose individual lives, hopes
and dreams are so little known abroad.”—San
Francisco Chronicle “The narrow boundaries of our
knowledge have expanded radically with the
publication of Nothing to Envy. . . . Elegantly
structured and written, [it] is a groundbreaking work
of literary nonfiction.”—John Delury, Slate “At times a
page-turner, at others an intimate study in totalitarian
psychology.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

Heroes and Toilers
Nuclear bombs and geopolitical controversy are often
the first things associated with North Korea and its
volatile leader Kim Jong-II. Yet behind the secretive
curtain of this isolated nation also lies a little-known
and slowly expanding world of art. Art Under Control
in North Korea is the first Western publication to
explore the state-controlled role of art in North Korea.
This timely volume places North Korean art in its
historical, political, and social contexts, with a
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discussion on the state system of cultivating and
promoting artists and an examination of the range of
art produced, from painting and calligraphy to
architecture and applied art. Portal offers an incisive
analysis that compares the dictatorial control exerted
over artists by North Korean leaders to that of past
regimes. She also examines the ways in which
archaeology has been employed for political ends to
legitimize the present regime. Art Under Control in
North Korea is an intriguing and vibrant volume that
explores the creation of art under totalitarian rule and
the ways art can subvert a dictatorial regime.

North Korea Confidential
In the realm of international relations, there are
seemingly few states like North Korea. Whether it is
the country’s human rights situation, its precarious
everyday life or its so-called foreign policy of coercion
and nuclear brinkmanship, no matter what this
‘pariah’ nation says and does it affects the state and
stability of regional and global politics. But what do
we know about North Korea and how do we come to
know it? This book argues that visual imagery plays a
decisive role in this operation. By discussing two
exemplary areas – everyday photography and
satellite imagery – the book takes into account the
role of images in the way that particular issues
related to North Korea are understood in
contemporary geopolitics. Images work. They do
something by evoking a particular perspective of what
is shown in them, allowing only specific ways of
seeing and knowing. In this sense, images are deeply
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political. Individual methodological usages in the book
can provide a procedural basis from which to start or
rethink further studies on visuality, both in IR and
beyond. It also opens an innovative path for future
studies on East Asia, making the book attractive to a
range of specialists and thus holding an appeal
beyond the boundaries of a single discipline.

Ask A North Korean
North Korea remains the most mysterious of all
Communist countries. The acute shortage of available
sources has made it a difficult subject of scholarship.
Through his access to Soviet archival material made
available only a decade ago, contemporary North
Korean press accounts, and personal interviews,
Andrei Lankov presents for the first time a detailed
look at one of the turning points in North Korean
history: the country’s unsuccessful attempts to deStalinize in the mid-1950s. He demonstrates that,
contrary to common perception, North Korea was not
a realm of undisturbed Stalinism; Kim Il Sung had to
deal with a reformist opposition that was weak but
present nevertheless. Lankov traces the impact of
Soviet reforms on North Korea, placing them in the
context of contemporaneous political crises in Poland
and Hungary. He documents the dissent among
various social groups (intellectuals, students, party
cadres) and their attempts to oust Kim in the
unsuccessful "August plot" of 1956. His reconstruction
of the Peng-Mikoyan visit of that year—the most
dramatic Sino-Soviet intervention into Pyongyang
politics—shows how it helped bring an end to purges
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of the opposition. The purges, however, resumed in
less than a year as Kim skillfully began to distance
himself from both Moscow and Beijing. The final
chapters of this fascinating and revealing study deal
with events of the late 1950s that eventually led to
Kim’s version of "national Stalinism." Lankov unearths
data that, for the first time, allows us to estimate the
scale and character of North Korea’s Great Purge.
Meticulously researched and cogently argued, Crisis
in North Korea is a must-read for students and
scholars of Korea and anyone interested in political
leadership and personality cults, regime transition,
and communist politics.

Preparing for the Possibility of a North
Korean Collapse
In search of national unity and state control in the
decade following the Korean War, North Korea turned
to labor. Mandating rapid industrial growth, the
government stressed order and consistency in
everyday life at both work and home. In Heroes and
Toilers, Cheehyung Harrison Kim offers an
unprecedented account of life and labor in postwar
North Korea that brings together the roles of
governance and resistance. Kim traces the state’s
pursuit of progress through industrialism and
examines how ordinary people challenged it every
step of the way. Even more than coercion or violence,
he argues, work was crucial to state control. Industrial
labor was both mode of production and mode of
governance, characterized by repetitive work, mass
mobilization, labor heroes, and the insistence on
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convergence between living and working. At the same
time, workers challenged and reconfigured state
power to accommodate their circumstances—coming
late to work, switching jobs, fighting with bosses, and
profiting from the black market, as well as following
approved paths to secure their livelihood, resolve
conflict, and find happiness. Heroes and Toilers is a
groundbreaking analysis of postwar North Korea that
avoids the pitfalls of exoticism and exceptionalism to
offer a new answer to the fundamental question of
North Korea’s historical development.

Friend
"Andrei Lankov traces the formation of the North
Korean state and the early years of Kim Il Sung's rule,
when the future G̀reat Leader' and his entourage were
consolidating their power base. Surveying the
situation in North Korea after 1945, Lankov explores
the internal composition of the ruling elite, the role of
the Soviets, and the uneasy relations between various
political groups.

Made in North Korea
In 2010, while working on a PhD in South Korea,
Andray Abrahamian visited the other Korea, a country
he had studied for years but never seen. He returned
determined to find a way to work closely with North
Koreans. Ten years and more than thirty visits later,
Being in North Korea tells the story of his experiences
helping set up and run Choson Exchange, a non-profit
that teaches North Koreans about entrepreneurship
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and economic policy. Abrahamian was provided a
unique vantage into life in North Korea that belies
stereotypes rampant in the media, revealing instead
North Koreans as individuals ranging from true
believers in the system to cynics wishing the Stalinist
experiment would just end; from introverts to bubbly
chatterboxes, optimists to pessimists. He sees a North
Korea that is changing, invalidating some
assumptions held in the West, but perhaps reinforcing
others. Amid his stories of coping with the North
Korean system, of the foreigners who frequent
Pyongyang, and of everyday relationships,
Abrahamian explores the challenges of teaching the
inherently political subject of economics in a system
where everyone must self-regulate their own minds;
he looks at the role of women in the North Korean
economy, and their exclusion from leadership; and he
discusses how information is restricted, propaganda is
distributed and internalized, and even how
Pyongyang's nominally illicit property market
functions. Along with these stories, he interweaves
the historical events that have led to today's North
Korea.

The Education of Kim Jong-Un
The behind-the-scenes story of the rise and reign of
the world's strangest and most elusive tyrant, Kim
Jong Un, by the journalist with the best connections
and insights into the bizarrely dangerous world of
North Korea. Since his birth in 1984, Kim Jong Un has
been swaddled in myth and propaganda, from the
plainly silly--he could supposedly drive a car at the
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age of three--to the grimly bloody stories of family
members who perished at his command. Anna Fifield
reconstructs Kim's past and present with exclusive
access to sources near him and brings her unique
understanding to explain the dynastic mission of the
Kim family in North Korea. The archaic notion of
despotic family rule matches the almost medieval
hardship the country has suffered under the Kims.
Few people thought that a young, untested,
unhealthy, Swiss-educated basketball fanatic could
hold together a country that should have fallen apart
years ago. But Kim Jong Un has not just survived, he
has thrived, abetted by the approval of Donald Trump
and diplomacy's weirdest bromance. Skeptical yet
insightful, Fifield creates a captivating portrait of the
oddest and most secretive political regime in the
world--one that is isolated yet internationally relevant,
bankrupt yet in possession of nuclear weapons--and
its ruler, the self-proclaimed Beloved and Respected
Leader, Kim Jong Un.

How I Became a North Korean
Business in North Korea: a paradoxical and
fascinating situation is interpreted by a true insider. In
2002, the Swiss power company ABB appointed Felix
Abt its country director for North Korea. The Swiss
Entrepreneur lived and worked in North Korea for
seven years, one of the few foreign businessmen
there. After the experience, Abt felt compelled to
write A Capitalist in North Korea to describe the
multifaceted society he encountered. North Korea, at
the time, was heavily sanctioned by the UN which
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made it extremely difficult to do business. Yet he
discovered that it was a place where plastic surgery
and South Korean TV dramas were wildly popular and
where he rarely needed to walk more than a block to
grab a quick hamburger. He was closely monitored
and once faced accusations of spying, yet he learned
that young North Koreans are hopeful—signing up for
business courses in anticipation of a brighter, more
open, future. In A Capitalist in North Korea, Abt shares
these and many other unusual facts and insights
about one of the world's most secretive nations.

Everyday Life in the North Korean
Revolution, 1945–1950
"Destined to become a classic" (Iris Chang, author of
The Rape of Nanking), this harrowing memoir of life
inside North Korea was the first account to emerge
from the notoriously secretive country -- and it
remains one of the most terrifying. Amid escalating
nuclear tensions, Kim Jong-un and North Korea's other
leaders have kept a tight grasp on their one-party
state, quashing any nascent opposition movements
and sending all suspected dissidents to its brutal
concentration camps for "re-education." Kang CholHwan is the first survivor of one of these camps to
escape and tell his story to the world, documenting
the extreme conditions in these gulags and providing
a personal insight into life in North Korea. Sent to the
notorious labor camp Yodok when he was nine years
old, Kang observed frequent public executions and
endured forced labor and near-starvation rations for
ten years. In 1992, he escaped to South Korea, where
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he found God and now advocates for human rights in
North Korea. Part horror story, part historical
document, part memoir, part political tract, this book
brings together unassailable firsthand experience,
setting one young man's personal suffering in the
wider context of modern history, giving eyewitness
proof to the abuses perpetrated by the North Korean
regime.

The Aquariums of Pyongyang
Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader offers indepth portraits of North Korea's two ruthless and
bizarrely Orwellian leaders, Kim Il-Sung and Kim JongIl. Lifting North Korea's curtain of self-imposed
isolation, this book will take readers inside a society,
that to a Westerner, will appear to be from another
planet. Subsisting on a diet short on food grains and
long on lies, North Koreans have been indoctrinated
from birth to follow unquestioningly a father-son team
of megalomaniacs. To North Koreans, the Kims are
more than just leaders. Kim Il-Sung is the country's
leading novelist, philosopher, historian, educator,
designer, literary critic, architect, general, farmer, and
ping-pong trainer. Radios are made so they can only
be tuned to the official state frequency. "Newspapers"
are filled with endless columns of Kim speeches and
propaganda. And instead of Christmas, North Koreans
celebrate Kim's birthday--and he presents each child
a present, just like Santa. The regime that the Kim
Dynasty has built remains technically at war with the
United States nearly a half century after the armistice
that halted actual fighting in the Korean War. This
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fascinating and complete history takes full advantage
of a great deal of source material that has only
recently become available (some from archives in
Moscow and Beijing), and brings the reader up to the
tensions of the current day. For as this book will
explain, North Korea appears more and more to be
the greatest threat among the Axis of Evil
countries--with some defector testimony warning that
Kim Jong-Il has enough chemical weapons to wipe out
the entire population of South Korea.

Being in North Korea
Human rights activist Park, who fled North Korea with
her mother in 2007 at age 13 and eventually made it
to South Korea two years later after a harrowing
ordeal, recognized that in order to be "completely
free," she had to confront the truth of her past. It is an
ugly, shameful story of being sold with her mother
into slave marriages by Chinese brokers, and
although she at first tried to hide the painful details
when blending into South Korean society, she realized
how her survival story could inspire others. Moreover,
her sister had also escaped earlier and had vanished
into China for years, prompting the author to go
public with her story in the hope of finding her sister.

Brothers at War
"In his new book, Ask a North Korean, Daniel Tudor—a
former Economist journalist and current Korean beer
entrepreneur— wants people to understand the true
lives of everyday North Koreans. Using translated
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essays written by defectors, the book covers topics
from politics to pornography." — The Boston Globe
Understanding North Korean Through the Eyes of
Defectors. The weekly column Ask A North Korean,
published by NK News, invites readers from around
the world to pose questions to North Korean
defectors. Adapted from the long-running column,
these fascinating interviews provide authentic
firsthand testimonies about life in North Korea and
what is really happening inside the "Hermit Kingdom."
North Korean contributors to this book include:
"Seong" who went to South Korea after dropping out
during his final year of university. He is now training
to be an elementary school teacher. "Kang" who left
North Korea in 2005. He now lives in London, England.
"Cheol" who was from South Hamgyeong in North
Korea and is now a second-year university student in
Seoul. "Park" worked and studied in Pyongyang
before defecting to the U.S. in 2011. He is now
studying at a U.S. college. Ask A North Korean sheds
critical light on all aspects of North Korean politics
and society and shows that, even in the world's most
authoritarian regime, life goes on in ways that are
very different from what outsiders may think.

Witness to Transformation
"In this rare insider's view into contemporary North
Korea, a high-ranking counterintelligence agent
describes his life as a former poet laureate to Kim
Jong-il and his breathtaking escape to freedom. "The
General will now enter the room." Everyone turns to
stone. Not moving my head, I direct my eyes to a
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point halfway up the archway where Kim Jong-il's face
will soon appear As North Korea's State Poet
Laureate, Jang Jin-sung led a charmed life. With food
provisions (even as the country suffered through its
great famine), a travel pass, access to strictly
censored information, and audiences with Kim Jong-il
himself, his life in Pyongyang seemed safe and
secure. But this privileged existence was about to be
shattered. When a strictly forbidden magazine he lent
to a friend goes missing, Jang Jin-sung must flee for
his life. Never before has a member of the elite
described the inner workings of this totalitarian state
and its propaganda machine. An astonishing expose;
told through the heart-stopping story of Jang Jinsung's escape to South Korea, Dear Leader is a rare
and unprecedented insight into the world's most
secretive and repressive regime"--

The Impossible State
In this key textbook, Michael J. Seth offers an
excellent synthesis of existing scholarship, including a
thorough examination of contemporary sources. Seth
masterfully traces how North Korea gradually
transformed itself from a Soviet-style socialist state to
an ultra-nationalist, dynastic one, illuminating this
journey with an engaging understanding of the
political, ideological, economic and social forces at
play. Throughout, Seth adds a rich dimension by
placing North Korean history into broader global
perspective and considering the implications for the
future of the country. With a helpful glossary and an
exhaustive bibliography, this clear and accessible
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overview is an ideal text for students of North Korean
history, and for anyone with an interest in the
evolution of this uncommon nation.

North Korea: A Country Study
“A crisp, dramatic examination of how technology and
human ingenuity are undermining North Korea’s
secretive dictatorship.”—Kirkus Reviews One of the
least understood countries in the world, North Korea
has long been known for its repressive regime. Yet it
is far from being an impenetrable black box. Media
flows covertly into the country, and fault lines are
appearing in the government’s sealed informational
borders. Drawing on deeply personal interviews with
North Korean defectors from all walks of life, ranging
from propaganda artists to diplomats, Jieun Baek tells
the story of North Korea’s information
underground—the network of citizens who take
extraordinary risks by circulating illicit content such
as foreign films, television shows, soap operas, books,
and encyclopedias. By fostering an awareness of life
outside North Korea and enhancing cultural
knowledge, the materials these citizens disseminate
are affecting the social and political consciousness of
a people, as well as their everyday lives. “A fine
primer on the country, based on extensive interviews
with defectors.”—Times Literary Supplement “A
fascinating book.”—The New York Times “[A] timely
and cogent book.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “A
fascinating and intelligent overview of the ways that
information is liberating North Koreans’
minds.”—Robert S. Boynton, author of The InvitationPage 27/38
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Only Zone: The True Story of North Korea's Abduction
Project “A fascinating, important, and vivid account of
how unofficial information is increasingly seeping into
the North and chipping away at the regime’s
myths—and hence its control of North Korean
society.”—Sue Mi Terry, former CIA analyst and senior
research scholar at the Weatherhead East Asia
Institute, Columbia University

Without You, There is No Us
Paek Nam-nyong’s Friend is a tale of marital intrigue,
abuse, and divorce in North Korea. A woman in her
thirties comes to a courthouse petitioning for a
divorce. As the judge who hears her statement begins
to investigate the case, the story unfolds into a
broader consideration of love and marriage. The novel
delves into its protagonists’ past, describing how the
couple first fell in love and then how their marriage
deteriorated over the years. It chronicles the toll their
acrimony takes on their son and their careers
alongside the story of the judge’s own marital
troubles. A best-seller in North Korea, where Paek
continues to live and write, Friend illuminates a side
of life in the DPRK that Western readers have never
before encountered. Far from being a propagandistic
screed in praise of the Great Leader, Friend describes
the lives of people who struggle with everyday
problems such as marital woes and workplace
conflicts. Instead of socialist-realist stock figures,
Paek depicts complex characters who wrestle with
universal questions of individual identity, the split
between public and private selves, the
Page 28/38

Download Ebook The Real North Korea Life And
Politics In Failed Stalinist Utopia Andrei Lankov
unpredictability of existence, and the never-ending
labor of maintaining a relationship. This
groundbreaking translation of one of North Korea’s
most popular writers offers English-language readers
a page-turner full of psychological tension as well as a
revealing portrait of a society that is typically seen as
closed to the outside world.

North Korea's Hidden Revolution
A PEN Translates Award-winning collection of short
stories about life in North Korea under Kim Jong-Il,
written in secret by a dissident author. The Accusation
is a revelatory work of fiction that exposes the truth
of the North Korean regime. Set during the period of
Kim Jong-Il’s leadership, the seven stories that make
up The Accusation throw light on different aspects of
life in this most bizarre and horrifying of dictatorships.
One story, “Life of a Swift Seed,” tells of a war hero
and former ardent Communist who plants an elm tree
in his back garden to commemorate one of his
brothers-in-arms. When the tree is to be cut down to
make way for a power line, the man is ready to
defend it with his life, leaving a family friend to decide
whether to intercede. In another story, “City of
Specters,” a Pyongyang mother’s young son
misbehaves during a party rally, crying out when he
sees a portrait of Karl Marx, whom he thinks is a
monster of Korean myth known as the Eobi. In one
other story, a mother attempts to feed her husband
during the worst years of North Korea’s famine, and in
another, a woman in a perilous situation meets the
Dear Leader himself. As a whole, The Accusation is a
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vivid and frightening portrait of what it means to live
in a completely closed-off society, and a
heartbreaking yet hopeful portrayal of the humanity
that persists even in such dire circumstances.
“Searing fiction by an anonymous dissident . . . A
fierce indictment of life in the totalitarian
North.”—New York Times

Dear Leader
"The most balanced and comprehensive account of
the Korean War." —The Economist Sixty years after
North Korean troops crossed the 38th parallel into
South Korea, the Korean War has not yet ended.
Sheila Miyoshi Jager presents the first comprehensive
history of this misunderstood war, one that risks
involving the world’s superpowers—again. Her
sweeping narrative ranges from the middle of the
Second World War—when Korean independence was
fiercely debated between Roosevelt, Stalin, and
Churchill—to the present day, as North Korea, with
China’s aid, stockpiles nuclear weapons while starving
its people. At the center of this conflict is an ongoing
struggle between North and South Korea for the
mantle of Korean legitimacy, a "brother’s war," which
continues to fuel tensions on the Korean peninsula
and the region. Drawing from newly available
diplomatic archives in China, South Korea, and the
former Soviet Union, Jager analyzes top-level military
strategy. She brings to life the bitter struggles of the
postwar period and shows how the conflict between
the two Koreas has continued to evolve to the
present, with important and tragic consequences for
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the region and the world. Her portraits of the many
fascinating characters that populate this
history—Truman, MacArthur, Kim Il Sung, Mao, Stalin,
and Park Chung Hee—reveal the complexities of the
Korean War and the repercussions this conflict has
had on lives of many individuals, statesmen, soldiers,
and ordinary people, including the millions of hungry
North Koreans for whom daily existence continues to
be a nightmarish struggle. The most accessible, up-to
date, and balanced account yet written, illustrated
with dozens of astonishing photographs and maps,
Brothers at War will become the definitive chronicle of
the struggle’s origins and aftermath and its global
impact for years to come.

From Stalin to Kim Il Sung
A "close-up look at the cloistered country" (USA
Today), See You Again in Pyongyang is American
writer Travis Jeppesen's "probing" and "artful" (New
York Times Book Review) chronicle of his travels in
North Korea--an eye-opening portrait that goes behind
the headlines about Trump and Kim, revealing North
Koreans' "entrepreneurial spirit, and hidden love of
foreign media, as well as their dreams and fears" (Los
Angeles Times). In See You Again in Pyongyang,
Travis Jeppesen culls from his experiences traveling
and studying in North Korea to create a multifaceted
portrait of the country and its idiosyncratic capital
city. Jeppesen challenges the notion that Pyongyang
is merely a "showcase capital" where everything is
staged for the benefit of foreigners, as well as the
idea that Pyongyangites are brainwashed robots.
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Jeppesen introduces readers to an array of fascinating
North Koreans, from government ministers with a side
hustle in black market Western products to young
people enamored with American pop culture.
Revealing a complex society, rife with contradictions,
See You Again in Pyongyang is an essential addition
to the literature about one of the world's most
fascinating places.

Art Under Control in North Korea
A North Korean government collapse would have
serious consequences, including a humanitarian
disaster and civil war. The Republic of Korea and the
United States can help mitigate the consequences,
seeking unification by being prepared to deliver
humanitarian aid in the North, stop conflict,
demilitarize the North Korean military over time,
secure and eliminate North Korean weapons of mass
destruction, and manage Chinese intervention.

Crisis in North Korea
Understanding North Korea through its propaganda
What do the North Koreans really believe? How do
they see themselves and the world around them?
Here B.R. Myers, a North Korea analyst and a
contributing editor of The Atlantic, presents the first
full-length study of the North Korean worldview.
Drawing on extensive research into the regime’s
domestic propaganda, including films, romance
novels and other artifacts of the personality cult,
Myers analyzes each of the country’s official myths in
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turn—from the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity,
to the myth of an America quaking in terror of “the
Iron General.” In a concise but groundbreaking
historical section, Myers also traces the origins of this
official culture back to the Japanese fascist thought in
which North Korea’s first ideologues were schooled.
What emerges is a regime completely unlike the
West’s perception of it. This is neither a bastion of
Stalinism nor a Confucian patriarchy, but a paranoid
nationalist, “military-first” state on the far right of the
ideological spectrum. Since popular support for the
North Korean regime now derives almost exclusively
from pride in North Korean military might, Pyongyang
can neither be cajoled nor bullied into giving up its
nuclear program. The implications for US foreign
policy—which has hitherto treated North Korea as the
last outpost of the Cold War—are as obvious as they
are troubling. With North Korea now calling for a
“blood reckoning” with the “Yankee jackals,” Myers’s
unprecedented analysis could not be more timely.
From the Hardcover edition.

Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly
Leader
The Kim dynasty has ruled North Korea for over 60
years. Most of that period has found the country
suffering under mature Stalinism characterized by
manipulation, brutality and tight social control.
Nevertheless, some citizens of Kim Jong Il’s regime
manage to transcend his tyranny in their daily
existence. This book describes that difficult but
determined existence and the world that the North
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Koreans have created for themselves in the face of
oppression. Many features of this world are unique
and even bizarre. But they have been created by the
citizens to reflect their own ideas and values, in sharp
contrast to the world forced upon them by a
totalitarian system. Opening chapters introduce the
political system and the extent to which it permeates
citizens’ daily lives, from the personal status badges
they wear to the nationalized distribution of the food
they eat. Chapters discussing the schools, the
economic system, and family life dispel the myth of
the workers’ paradise that North Korea attempts to
perpetuate. In these chapters the intricacies of daily
life in a totalitarian dictatorship are seen through the
eyes of defectors whose anecdotes constitute an
important portion of the material. The closing chapter
treats at length the significant changes that have
taken place in North Korea over the last decade,
concluding that these changes will lead to the quiet
but inevitable death of North Korean Stalinism.
Instructors considering this book for use in a course
may request an examination copy here.

The Real North Korea
North Korea uncensored and unfiltered – ordinary life
in the world's most secretive nation, captured in
never-before-seen ephemera. Made in North Korea
uncovers the fascinating and surprisingly beautiful
graphic culture of North Korea - from packaging to
hotel brochures, luggage tags to tickets for the worldfamous mass games. From his base in Beijing, Bonner
has been running tours into North Korea for over
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twenty years, and along the way collecting graphic
ephemera. He has amassed thousands of items that,
as a collection, provide an extraordinary and rare
insight into North Korea's state-controlled graphic
output, and the lives of ordinary North Koreans.

Nothing to Envy
"Human rights and the protection of refugees is not a
concern of left or right, or of the US only; it is an issue
of importance to all Koreans, and indeed all countries.
Haggard and Noland provide compelling evidence of
the ongoing transformation of North Korean society
and offer thoughtful proposals as to how the outside
world might facilitate peaceful evolution."--Yoon
Young-kwan, former Foreign Minister, Rob Moo-byun
government --Book Jacket.

Brothers at War: The Unending Conflict
in Korea
After providing an accessible history of the nation, the
author turns his focus to what North Korea is, what its
leadership thinks and how its people cope with living
in such an oppressive and poor place, arguing that
North Korea is not irrational, but rather a nation that
has survived against all odds.

North of the DMZ
This timely, pathbreaking study of North Korea’s
political history and culture sheds invaluable light on
the country’s unique leadership continuity and
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succession. Leading scholars Heonik Kwon and ByungHo Chung begin by tracing Kim Il Sung’s rise to power
during the Cold War. They show how his successor,
his eldest son, Kim Jong Il, sponsored the production
of revolutionary art to unleash a public political
culture that would consolidate Kim’s charismatic
power and his own hereditary authority. The result
was the birth of a powerful modern theater state that
sustains North Korean leaders’ sovereignty now to a
third generation. In defiance of the instability to which
so many revolutionary states eventually succumb, the
durability of charismatic politics in North Korea
defines its exceptional place in modern history. Kwon
and Chung make an innovative contribution to
comparative socialism and postsocialism as well as to
the anthropology of the state. Their pioneering work
is essential for all readers interested in understanding
North Korea’s past and future, the destiny of
charismatic power in modern politics, the role of art in
enabling this power.

In Order to Live
With a New Foreword The heartwrenching New York
Times bestseller about the only known person born
inside a North Korean prison camp to have escaped.
North Korea’s political prison camps have existed
twice as long as Stalin’s Soviet gulags and twelve
times as long as the Nazi concentration camps. No
one born and raised in these camps is known to have
escaped. No one, that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk. In
Escape From Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the
secrets of the world’s most repressive totalitarian
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state through the story of Shin’s shocking
imprisonment and his astounding getaway. Shin knew
nothing of civilized existence—he saw his mother as a
competitor for food, guards raised him to be a snitch,
and he witnessed the execution of his mother and
brother. The late “Dear Leader” Kim Jong Il was
recognized throughout the world, but his country
remains sealed as his third son and chosen heir, Kim
Jong Eun, consolidates power. Few foreigners are
allowed in, and few North Koreans are able to leave.
North Korea is hungry, bankrupt, and armed with
nuclear weapons. It is also a human rights
catastrophe. Between 150,000 and 200,000 people
work as slaves in its political prison camps. These
camps are clearly visible in satellite photographs, yet
North Korea’s government denies they exist. Harden’s
harrowing narrative exposes this hidden dystopia,
focusing on an extraordinary young man who came of
age inside the highest security prison in the highest
security state. Escape from Camp 14 offers an
unequalled inside account of one of the world’s
darkest nations. It is a tale of endurance and courage,
survival and hope.
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