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Greek Wedding “A fresh, thrilling portrait… Guy’s Elizabeth is deliciously human.”
–Stacy Schiff, The New York Times Book Review A groundbreaking reconsideration
of our favorite Tudor queen, Elizabeth is an intimate and surprising biography that
shows her at the height of her power. Elizabeth was crowned queen at twenty-five,
but it was only when she reached fifty and all hopes of a royal marriage were
behind her that she began to wield power in her own right. For twenty-five years
she had struggled to assert her authority over advisers, who pressed her to marry
and settle the succession; now, she was determined not only to reign but to rule. In
this magisterial biography, John Guy introduces us to a woman who is refreshingly
unfamiliar: at once powerful and vulnerable, willful and afraid. We see her
confronting challenges at home and abroad: war against France and Spain, revolt
in Ireland, an economic crisis that triggers riots in the streets of London, and a
conspiracy to place her cousin Mary Queen of Scots on her throne. For a while she
is smitten by a much younger man, but can she allow herself to act on that passion
and still keep her throne? For the better part of a decade John Guy mined longoverlooked archives, scouring handwritten letters and court documents to sweep
away myths and rumors. This prodigious historical detective work has enabled him
to reveal, for the first time, the woman behind the polished veneer: determined,
prone to fits of jealous rage, wracked by insecurity, often too anxious to sleep
alone. At last we hear her in her own voice expressing her own distinctive and
surprisingly resonant concerns. Guy writes like a dream, and this combination of
groundbreaking research and propulsive narrative puts him in a class of his own.
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"Significant, forensic and myth-busting, John Guy inspires total confidence in a
narrative which is at once pacey and rich in detail." -- Anna Whitelock, TLS “Most
historians focus on the early decades, with Elizabeth’s last years acting as a
postscript to the beheading of Mary Queen of Scots and the defeat of the Spanish
Armada. Guy argues that this period is crucial to understanding a more human side
of the smart redhead.” – The Economist, Book of the Year

God's Traitors
Dubbed the "pirate queen" by the Vatican and Spain's Philip II, Elizabeth I was
feared and admired by her enemies. Extravagant, whimsical, and hot-tempered,
Elizabeth was the epitome of power. Her visionary accomplishments were made
possible by her daring merchants, gifted rapscallion adventurers, astronomer
philosophers, and her stalwart Privy Council, including Sir William Cecil, Sir Francis
Walsingham, and Sir Nicholas Bacon. All these men contributed their vast genius,
power, greed, and expertise to the advancement of England. In The Pirate Queen,
historian Susan Ronald offers a fresh look at Elizabeth I, focusing on her uncanny
instinct for financial survival and the superior intellect that propelled and sustained
her rise. The foundation of Elizabeth's empire was built on a carefully
choreographed strategy whereby piracy transformed England from an
impoverished state on the fringes of Europe into the first building block of an
empire that covered two-fifths of the world. Based on a wealth of historical sources
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and thousands of personal letters between Elizabeth and her merchant
adventurers, advisers, and royal "cousins," The Pirate Queen tells the thrilling story
of Elizabeth and the swashbuckling mariners who terrorized the seas, planted the
seedlings of an empire, and amassed great wealth for themselves and the Crown.

A Murder By Any Name
"The Tragedy of Dido Queene of Carthage" by Christopher Marlowe. Published by
Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every
genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or
yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need to be
read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost
readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are
user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.

Propaganda and the Tudor State
There will be a terrible reckoning . . . England is at war with Spain, and Queen
Elizabeth's court is torn apart by brutal rivalries among ambitious young courtiers.
The inimitable investigator John Shakespeare is dragged from retirement to work
for the Earl of Essex, the queen's favorite. His mission is to unravel the mystery
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behind the doomed Roanoke colony in North America, but instead, he uncovers a
plot to kill the aging queen. With a plague devastating the country, Catholics being
tortured, and John's wife keeping secrets from him, Shakespeare has his own
survival to secure. Filled with colorful historical detail, Revenger is a stunning novel
of savage betrayals and salacious intrigue.

Elizabethan Espionage
One evening in 1588, just weeks after the defeat of the Spanish Armada, two
young men landed in secret on a beach in Norfolk, England. They were Jesuit
priests, Englishmen, and their aim was to achieve by force of argument what the
Armada had failed to do by force of arms: return England to the Catholic Church.
Eighteen years later their mission would be shattered by the actions of the
Gunpowder Plotters -- a small group of terrorists who famously tried to destroy the
Houses of Parliament -- for the Jesuits were accused of having designed "that most
horrid and hellish conspiracy." Alice Hogge follows "God's secret agents" from their
schooling on the Continent, through their perilous return journeys and lonely lives
in hiding, to, ultimately, the gallows. She offers a remarkable true account of faith,
duty, intolerance, and martyrdom -- the unforgettable story of men who would die
for a cause undone by men who would kill for it.
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The Pirate Queen
The Elizabethan court is beset by traitors at home and abroad as spies, rogues,
and would-be usurpers of the throne vie for power. England, 1586. Tensions rise as
threats to the realm abound. Traitors are plotting for Mary Queen of Scots to
depose Elizabeth I and take the throne. Rumors of a Spanish invasion by sea
mount daily. And the body of one of Sir Francis Walsingham's agents is found
floating in the Thames as other agents face enemies armed with crossbows and
vials of poison. Nicholas Holt, a spy in Walsingham's employ, narrowly averts the
same fate while setting off in pursuit of the killer--or killers. And when he surprises
a suspect in the company of a Spanish agent, he believes he's close not only to
solving the case but preventing an act of high treason. But soon, the attacks begin
to threaten Nick's circle of friends. As those he loves face mortal peril, Nick must
unravel the tangled plot, all the while steering a careful path through the fierce
rivalry between Walsingham's agents and those of the Queen's favorite, the
upstart Earl of Essex. Now it's a race to the breathless conclusion as Nick
desperately searches for the answers that can save the day--and a vestige of
loyalty that can save his own life.

The Watchers
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The sixteenth-century Spanish Jesuit Pedro de Ribadeneyra’s Ecclesiastical History
of the Schism of the Kingdom of England is a lively, polemical Catholic account of
the English Reformation, translated into English for the first time by Spencer J.
Weinreich.

Plots and Plotters in the Reign of Elizabeth I
Ursula's visit to her Devon relatives leads to murder, mayhem and a possible plot
to free Mary, Queen of Scots in the latest Ursula Blanchard Tudor mystery.
February, 1586. When the queen's spymaster, Sir Francis Walsingham, learns that
Ursula is to visit her relatives in Devon, he asks her to find out what has happened
to two of his local agents, who have been strangely silent recently. On arrival in
the small Devon village of Zeal Aquatico, Ursula discovers that both spies in
question have met with mysterious - and fatal - accidents. Or is there more to it
than that? What did the two spies find out that got them killed? Is there any truth
to the rumours that King Philip of Spain, in league with the queen's cousin, Mary
Stuart, intends to launch an invasion from the south coast? As Ursula pursues her
investigations, it becomes clear that someone in Zeal Aquatico is determined to
stop her finding out the truth whatever it takes.

The Locksmith's Daughter
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In 1593 the brilliant but controversial young playwright Christopher Marlowe was
stabbed to death in a Deptford lodging house. The circumstances were shady.
Nicholls penetrates four centuries of obscurity to reveal a complex story of
entrapment and betrayal. Winner of the Crime Writer's Gold Dagger Award for a
nonfiction thriller.

Arch Conjurer of England
A dramatic narrative of the career of Queen Elizabeth I's intelligence operative
documents how he helped the monarch outmaneuver Catholic Spain and France by
pioneering techniques that served to expose double agents, spread disinformation,
and decipher codes. By the author of Battle of Wits. Reprint. 30,000 first printing.

The Tragedy of Dido Queene of Carthage
A rare historical continuum in Anglo-Irish history ran from 1558 until 1612, years
dominated by William and Robert Cecil, father and son. Among the significant
events of these years were a number of plots and political contrivances. This book
deals with eleven controversial incidents which fell out between the years 1571
and 1601. The names begin with Ridolfi and continue through John Somerville,
William Parry, Anthony Babington, Richard Hesketh, Polwhele and associates,
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Lopez, Edmund Yorke and Richard Williams, and Edward Squeir until Robert
Devereux, second earl of Essex, in 1601. A close study of these plots helps to
illustrate much that happened later in the reign of the incoming James VI of
Scotland. New material, or material not so far closely investigated by scholars, is
offered for consideration in a work which takes into account what has been done
by authorities, recent and traditional.

Scent of Danger
From the exemplary to the notorious to the obscure, this comprehensive and
innovative encyclopedia showcases the worthy women of early modern England.
Poets, princesses, or pirates, the women of power and agency found in these
pages are indeed worth knowing, and this volume will introduce many female
figures to even the most established scholars in early modern studies. Rather than
using the conventional alphabetical format of the standard biographical
encyclopedia, this volume is divided into categories of women. Since many women
will fit in more than one category, each woman is placed in the category that best
exemplifies her life, and is cross referenced in other appropriate sections. This
structure makes the book an interesting read for seasoned scholars of early
modern women, while students need not already be familiar with these subjects in
order to benefit from the text. Another unusual feature of this reference work is
that each entry begins with some incident from the woman’s life that is particularly
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exciting or significant. Some entries are very brief while others are extensive. Each
includes a source listing. The book is well illustrated and liberally sprinkled with
quotations of the time either by or about the women in the text.

Her Majesty's Spymaster
'It's not enough that men are watched; they must think themselves watched, even
when they are not' Spymaster Sir Francis Walsingham oversees a vast surveillance
network from the heart of Elizabeth I's court. As the nation's relationship with
Europe deteriorates and civil unrest grows, Walsingham adopts ever more extreme
tactics to keep his queen and country safe. But does he risk losing control of the
apparatus he has created and destroying the lives of those closest to him? And can
such safety ever be achieved? The Secret Theatre asks what we are prepared to
sacrifice in order to ensure our safety. Shot through with moments of the blackest
humour, this smart, tense thriller has been published to coincide with the world
premiere at the Sam Wanamker Playhouse in November 2017 directed by Matthew
Dunster.

Holy Spy
A complicated and much-hated Tudor queen tells her side of the story in this
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engaging novel of Anne Boleyn. Anne Boleyn was born without great beauty,
wealth, or title, but she has blossomed into a captivating young woman—and she
knows it. Determined to rise to the top, she uses her wiles to win the heart of
England’s most powerful man, King Henry VIII. Not satisfied with the king’s heart,
however, she persuades Henry to defy everyone—including his own wife—to make
her his new queen. But Anne’s ambition would prove to be her fatal flaw. Named a
New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age, among other honors, Doomed
Queen Anne is part of the historical fiction Young Royals series that has illuminated
the youthful lives of Europe’s most compelling—and sometimes, infamous—queens
and princesses.

The King at the Edge of the World
In a Europe aflame with wars of religion and dynastic conflicts, Elizabeth I came to
the throne of a realm encircled by menace. To the great Catholic powers of France
and Spain, England was a heretic pariah state, a canker to be cut away for the
health of the greater body of Christendom. Elizabeth's government, defending
God's true Church of England and its leader, the queen, could stop at nothing to
defend itself. Headed by the brilliant, enigmatic, and widely feared Sir Francis
Walsingham, the Elizabethan state deployed every dark art: spies, double agents,
cryptography, and torture. Delving deeply into sixteenth-century archives, Stephen
Alford offers a groundbreaking, chillingly vivid depiction of Elizabethan espionage,
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literally recovering it from the shadows. In his company we follow Her Majesty's
agents through the streets of London and Rome, and into the dank cells of the
Tower. We see the world as they saw it-ever unsure who could be trusted or when
the fatal knock on their own door might come. The Watchers is a riveting
exploration of loyalty, faith, betrayal, and deception with the highest possible
stakes, in a world poised between the Middle Ages and modernity.

Under the Molehill
Explores the Catholic predicament in Elizabethan England through the eyes of one
remarkable family: the Vauxes of Harrowden Hall.

The Elizabethan Secret Services
In England in 1193, a dying man gives Justin de Quincy a letter that reveals if
Richard Lionheart is living or dead

Doomed Queen Anne
The England of Elizabeth was a nation under threat, both from factions within and
great powers without. Opposition to the Protestant establishment meant that the
Page 12/32

File Type PDF The Queens Agent Francis Walsingham At Court Of Elizabeth
I Kindle Edition John Cooper
queen and her court constantly believed themselves menaced by subterfuge and
plots. In this fragile climate, spies and spy networks were of cardinal importance.
This is an unrivalled and impeccably detailed account of the 'secret services'
operated by the great men of Elizabethan England. By stealthy efforts at home and
abroad the Elizabethan spy clusters became forced to be feared. Kidnapping,
surveillance, conspiracy, counter-espionage, theft and lying were just a few of the
methods employed to defeat the ever-present threat of regicide. This book
challenges many stale notions about espionage in Renaissance England and
presents complex material in an absorbing way, so that the reign of Elizabeth I is
shown in a compellingly new and bold light.

Sacrilege
The definitive biography: a masterly account of Marlowe's work and life and the
world in which he lived Shakespeare's contemporary, Christopher Marlowe
revolutionized English drama and poetry, transforming the Elizabethan stage into a
place of astonishing creativity. The outline of Marlowe's life, work, and violent
death are known, but few of the details that explain why his writing and ideas
made him such a provocateur in the Elizabethan era have been available until now.
In this absorbing consideration of Marlowe and his times, David Riggs presents
Marlowe as the language's first poetic dramatist whose desires proved his undoing.
In an age of tremendous cultural change in Europe when Cervantes wrote the first
Page 13/32

File Type PDF The Queens Agent Francis Walsingham At Court Of Elizabeth
I Kindle Edition John Cooper
novel and Copernicus demonstrated a world subservient to other nonreligious
forces, Catholics and Protestants battled for control of England and Elizabeth's
crown was anything but secure. Into this whirlwind of change stepped Marlowe
espousing sexual freedom and atheism. His beliefs proved too dangerous to those
in power and he was condemned as a spy and later murdered. In The World of
Christopher Marlowe, Riggs's exhaustive research digs deeply into the mystery of
how and why Marlowe was killed.

The Queen's Man
During the brief reign of the Queen Mary, Walsingham was a Protestant exile in
Italy. Returning home when Elizabeth assumed the throne, from 1570 he became a
diplomat to the arch-pragmatist Queen. He was often troubled by her inconsistent
policy decisions and for allowing the exile in England of Mary Queen of Scots. His
triumph came in 1587 when Mary was at last beheaded after the cunning defeat of
the Babington plot. A powerful, if enigmatic figure, loathed by his adversaries and
deeply admired by friends and allies, Walsingham became the master co-ordinator
of a feared pan-European spy network. His spies underpinned his organisation of
national resistance to the Spanish Armada, but devotion and duty to Elizabeth was
costly and Walsingham died two years later in penury. Historian and storyteller
Derek Wilson delves deeply into the life of a fascinating and highly influential
figure, bringing us tales of deceit, betrayal and loyalty along the way; popular
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history of the highest calibre. see www.derekwilson.com

Pharaoh Seti I
London, summer of 1584: Radical philosopher, ex-monk, and spy Giordano Bruno
suspects he is being followed by an old enemy. He is shocked to discover that his
pursuer is in fact Sophia Underhill, a young woman with whom he was once in love.
When Bruno learns that Sophia has been accused of murdering her husband, a
prominent magistrate in Canterbury, he agrees to do anything he can to help clear
her name. But in the city that was once England's greatest center of pilgrimage,
Bruno begins to uncover unsuspected secrets that point to the dead man being
part of a larger and more dangerous plot in the making. He must turn his
detective's eye on history--on Saint Thomas Becket, the twelfth-century archbishop
murdered in Canterbury Cathedral, and on the legend surrounding the
disappearance of his body--in order to solve the crime.

God's Secret Agents
This book offers a fresh understanding of the substance behind the rhetoric of
English Renaissance monarchy. Propaganda is identified as a key factor in the
intensification of the English state. The Tudor royal image is pursued in all its
Page 15/32

File Type PDF The Queens Agent Francis Walsingham At Court Of Elizabeth
I Kindle Edition John Cooper
forms: in print and prayer, in iconography andarchitecture. The monarchy
surrounded itself with the trappings of majesty at court, but in the shires it relied
on different strategies of persuasion to uphold its authority. The Reformation
placed the provincial pulpit at the disposal of the crown, and the church became
the main conduit of royalpropaganda. Sermons taught the duty of obedience, and
parish prayer was redirected from local saints towards the sovereign as the
symbolic core of the nation.Dr Cooper examines the relationship between the
Tudor monarchy and its subjects in Cornwall and Devon, and the complex
interaction between local and national political culture. These were years of social
and religious upheaval, during which the western peninsula witnessed three major
rebellions,and many more riots and affrays. A vibrant popular religion was
devastated by the Protestant Reformation, and foreign invasion was a frequent
threat. Cornwall remained recognizably different from England in its ancient
language and traditions. Yet in the midst of all this, popular allegiance tomonarchy
and nation survived and prospered. The Tudors were mourned and celebrated in
towns and parish churches. Loyalty was fostered by the Duchy of Cornwall and the
stannaries. Regional difference, far from undermining the power of the crown, was
fundamental to its success in the westcountry.This is a study of government at the
dangerous edges of Tudor England, and a testament to the unifying power of
propaganda.

Revenger
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Pharaoh Seti I ruled Egypt for only 11 years (1290-1279 BC), but his reign marked
a revival of Egyptian military and economic power, as well as cultural and religious
life. Seti was born the son of a military officer in northern Egypt, far from the halls
of power in Memphis and Thebes. However, when the last king of the 18th
Dynasty, Horemheb, died without an heir, Setis father was named king. He ruled
for only two years before dying of old age, leaving Seti in charge of an ailing
superpower. Seti set about rebuilding Egypt after a century of dynastic struggles
and religious unrest. He reasserted Egypts might with a series of campaigns across
the Levant, Libya and Nubia. He despatched expeditions to mine for copper, gold,
and quarry for stone in the deserts, laying the foundations for one of the most
ambitious building projects of any Egyptian Pharaoh and his actions allowed his
son, Ramesses the Great to rule in relative peace and stability for 69 years,
building on the legacy of his father.

The Eyes of the Queen
Christopher Marlowe: poet, playwright, lover, brawler, spy. Protestant England is
threatened by Catholic powers on the continent. Catholic conspirators plot to
assassinate Queen Elizabeth, and a planned invasion of England has the backing of
Rome. Absolved of allegiance to the Queen, whom the Pope has excommunicated,
papists in England are persecuted and priests who minister to them are publicly
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tortured and executed. Sir Francis Walsingham, chief of the Queen's secret service,
maintains a spy network to monitor the activities of Catholics in England and on
the continent. Many of his spies are students recruited at Cambridge, and
Christopher Marlowe, known as Kit, is one of them. Kit Marlowe's first assignment is
to infiltrate a conspiracy to assassinate the Queen. He wins the trust of the
conspirators and is instrumental in exposing them, then witnesses their ghastly
execution at Tyburn. Determined to give up the dirty business of spying, Kit
returns to Cambridge. He acquires a patron, Tom Walsingham, cousin of Sir
Francis, and begins his meteoric rise as a dramatist. Through his rising reputation
as a dramatist and his connections, Kit becomes a member of circles that include
such prominent figures as Sir Walter Raleigh and the so-called School of Night. One
evening he meets William Shakespeare and his dark mistress. But while he enjoys
the friendship of some powerful figures, his quick temper, barbed tongue and
fearlessly open mind earn him the enmity of others, including someone who plots
his assassination. Horses of the Night is a magisterial work of historical fiction,
vividly bringing to life both this turbulent period of history and the multi-faceted
life of one of Britain's most revered literary figures. Praise for Horses of the Night:
"Geoffrey Aggeler's novel captures wonderfully the feeling of his historical period,
presents characters that are both engaging and credible, and develops a plot that
is as exciting as any contemporary thriller. It is truly a masterful piece of storytelling by a writer fully in command of language and scene."- Leonard Tourney
"Horses of the Night is exciting in the way of great novels: it gives the reader his
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chance to act without knowing it." George Backman "To become, almost unawares,
a present contemporary of the Elizabethan glory and terror, is an experience
unparalleled in my reading life. With Horses of the Night, Geoff Aggeler brings us to
know the actual sensation of breathing, perilously, such rich air. The intensity of his
portrait of Kit Marlowe lifts that peril to a dizzying pitch." --Donald Revell "A serious
account of young Kit Marlowe in his sixteenth century setting in a way that brings
the reader right into the action of events and the characters that produce them.
Anyone interested in either the main character or the setting--or both--will be well
rewarded by reading this work of beautifully rendered historical fiction." Jay Halio
Geoff Aggeler is the founding editor-writer of Editing With Panache and a veteran
writing teacher, an acclaimed novelist, biographer, critic, and creative essayist
whose works have received awards and high praise. Horses of the Night won first
place in the Mystery Fiction competition at the 2002 Santa Barbara Writers
Conference. Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For
more information on our titles please sign up to our newsletter at
www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will receive updates on free and
discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook via
http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers.
Endeavour Press believes that the future is now.

The English Agent
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Outlandish alchemist and magician, political intelligencer, apocalyptic prophet, and
converser with angels, John Dee (1527–1609) was one of the most colorful and
controversial figures of the Tudor world. In this fascinating book—the first fulllength biography of Dee based on primary historical sources—Glyn Parry explores
Dee’s vast array of political, magical, and scientific writings and finds that they
cast significant new light on policy struggles in the Elizabethan court, conservative
attacks on magic, and Europe's religious wars. John Dee was more than just a
fringe magus, Parry shows: he was a major figure of the Reformation and
Renaissance.

Walsingham
In the wake of the 1588 destruction of the Spanish Armada, English Catholics
launched an ingenious counterespionage effort to undermine the Tudor
government’s anti–Catholic machinations. This Jesuit-connected network secretly
transmitted intelligence to Brussels, Antwerp, Madrid and Rome. Its central figure
was William Sterrell, a brilliant Oxford philosopher. Sterrell moved at the highest
levels of government, working for the ill-fated Earl of Essex and for the powerful
4th Earl of Worcester, secret sponsor of the Jesuits. This is the story of Sterrell’s
secret network—undetected for 400 years—brought to life in vivid detail, based on
close examination of hundreds of original letters and documents never before
transcribed or published.
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The Reckoning
This absorbing account of Catholic and anti-Catholic plots and machinations at the
English, French, and exiled Scottish courts in the latter part of the sixteenth
century is a sequel to John Bossy's highly acclaimed Giordano Bruno and the
Embassy Affair. It tells the story of an espionage operation in Elizabethan London
that was designed to find out what side France would take in the hostilities
between Protestant England and the Catholic powers of Europe. France was a
Catholic country whose king was nonetheless hostile to Spanish and papal
aggression, Bossy explains, but the king's sister-in-law, Mary Queen of Scots, in
custody in England since 1568, was a magnet for Catholic activists, and the French
ambassador in London, Michel de Castelnau, was of uncertain leanings. Bossy
relates how Queen Elizabeth's Secretary of State, Sir Francis Walsingham, found a
mole in Castelnau's household establishment, who passed information to someone
in Walsingham's employ. Bossy discovers the identity of these persons, what items
of intelligence were passed over, and what the English government decided to do
with the information. He describes how individuals were arrested or fled, a political
crisis occurred, an ambassador was expelled, deals were made. He concludes with
a discussion of the authenticity of Elizabethan secret operations, arguing that they
were not theatrical devices to prop up an unpopular regime but were a response to
genuine threats of counter-revolution inspired by Catholic zeal.
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The Course of All Treasons
In 1583, young Christopher Marlowe—student, brawler, rakehell, and would-be
playwright—has had a dreadful evening. The first performance of his play in the
corner of a very disreputable Cambridge bar is a humiliating flop, and then he’s
attacked on the streets while in the company of Thomas Kyd. So when Francis
Walsingham, Queen Elizabeth’s spymaster, sends for him, Marlowe is only too
happy to go. The assignment is go to Holland, where England’s ally, William the
Silent, is the target of a Spanish assassination plot—a plot that is only the first step
in the latest attempt to usurp the throne of England.

Elizabeth
Condemned for his heretical belief that the Earth orbits the sun, scientist and
occult researcher Giordano Bruno is unexpectedly recruited by Elizabeth I, who
dispatches him to Oxford University to investigate a Catholic plot against the
crown.

The World of Christopher Marlowe
Queen Elizabeth's spymasters recruit an unlikely agent--the only Muslim in
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England--for an impossible mission in a mesmerizing novel from "one of the best
writers in America" (The Washington Post) The year is 1601. Queen Elizabeth I is
dying, childless. Her nervous kingdom has no heir. It is a capital crime even to
think that Elizabeth will ever die. Potential successors secretly maneuver to be in
position when the inevitable occurs. The leading candidate is King James VI of
Scotland, but there is a problem. The queen's spymasters--hardened veterans of a
long war on terror and religious extremism--fear that James is not what he appears.
He has every reason to claim to be a Protestant, but if he secretly shares his
family's Catholicism, then forty years of religious war will have been for nothing,
and a bloodbath will ensue. With time running out, London confronts a seemingly
impossible question: What does James truly believe? It falls to Geoffrey Belloc, a
secret warrior from the hottest days of England's religious battles, to devise a test
to discover the true nature of King James's soul. Belloc enlists Mahmoud Ezzedine,
a Muslim physician left behind by the last diplomatic visit from the Ottoman
Empire, as his undercover agent. The perfect man for the job, Ezzedine is the
ultimate outsider, stranded on this cold, wet, and primitive island. He will do
almost anything to return home to his wife and son. Arthur Phillips returns with a
unique and thrilling novel that will leave readers questioning the nature of truth at
every turn.

Firedrake's Eye
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“An exceptional and compelling biography about one of the Tudor Age’s most
complex and controversial figures.” —Alison Weir Thomas Cromwell has long been
reviled as a Machiavellian schemer who stopped at nothing in his quest for power.
As King Henry VIII’s right-hand man, Cromwell was the architect of the English
Reformation; secured Henry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon and plotted the
downfall of his second wife, Anne Boleyn; and was fatally accused of trying to
usurp the king himself. In this engrossing biography, acclaimed British historian
Tracy Borman reveals a different side to one of history’s most notorious
characters: that of a caring husband and father, a fiercely loyal servant and friend,
and a revolutionary who was key in transforming medieval England into a modern
state. Thomas Cromwell was at the heart of the most momentous events of his
time—from funding the translation and dissemination of the first vernacular Bible
to legitimizing Anne Boleyn as queen—and wielded immense power over both
church and state. The impact of his seismic political, religious, and social reforms
can still be felt today. Grounded in excellent primary source research, Thomas
Cromwell gives an inside look at a monarchy that has captured the Western
imagination for centuries and tells the story of a controversial and enigmatic man
who forever changed the shape of his country. “An intelligent, sympathetic, and
well researched biography.” —The Wall Street Journal “Borman unravels the story
of Cromwell’s rise to power skillfully . . . If you want the inside story of Thomas
Cromwell . . . this is the book for you.” —The Weekly Standard “An engrossing
biography. . . . A fine rags-to-riches-to-executioner’s-block story of a major figure of
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the English Reformation.” —Kirkus Reviews “An insightful biography of a muchmaligned historical figure.” —Booklist

The Queen's Agent
When a brutal murder threatens the sanctity of the Elizabethan court, it’s up to a
hot-tempered spy to save the day. The court of Elizabeth I is no stranger to plotting
and intrigue, but the royal retinue is thrown into chaos when the Queen’s youngest
and sweetest lady-in-waiting is murdered, her body left on the high altar of the
Chapel Royal in Whitehall Palace. Solving the murder will require the cunning and
savvy possessed by only one man. Enter Nicholas Holt, younger brother of the Earl
of Blackwell—spy, rake, and owner of the infamous Black Sheep tavern in the
seedy district of Bankside. Nick quickly learns that working for the Queen is a
mixed blessing. Elizabeth—salty-tongued, vain, and fiercely intelligent—can, with a
glance, either reward Nick with a purse of gold or have his head forcibly removed.
When a second lady-in-waiting is slain at Whitehall, the court once again reels with
shock and dismay. On the trail of a diabolical killer, Nick and his faithful
sidekick—an enormous Irish Wolfhound named Hector—are treading on
treacherous ground, and only the killer’s head on a platter can keep them in the
Queen’s good graces.
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Heresy
Brilliantly written in language eerily reminiscent of sixteenth-century England and
filled with the dazzling color and drama of Tudor England, Firedrake's Eye concerns
a meticulously constructed plot to kill Queen Elizabeth I. Tom O'Bedlam, the mad
son of prominent Catholic family, stumbles upon evidence that his hated brother
has returned to England to spearhead a scheme to assassinate the Queen. Patricia
Finney transports the reader back in time to the dirty, dangerous underbelly of
1583 London. Combining accurate and detailed historical research with storytelling of an unusually high caliber, Firedrake's Eye brilliantly evokes that danger
and treachery of Tudor politics.

Horses of the Night
For fans of CJ Sansom and SJ Parris, Holy Spy features the Queen’s Intelligencer
John Shakespeare in the latest of Rory Clements’s acclaimed and bestselling series
of Tudor spy thrillers In London’s smoky taverns, a conspiracy is brewing: a group
of wealthy young Catholic dissidents plot to assassinate Elizabeth, free Mary Queen
of Scots—and open England to Spanish invasion. But the conspirators have been
infiltrated by Sir Francis Walsingham’s top intelligencer, John Shakespeare.
Shakespeare, however, is torn: the woman he loves stands accused of murder. In a
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desperate race against time he must save her from the noose and the realm from
treachery. And then it dawns that both investigations are inextricably linked—by
corruption very close to the seat of power… Published by William Morrow

Pedro de Ribadeneyra’s 'Ecclesiastical History of the Schism of
the Kingdom of England'
A “superb” portrait of the Tudor-age spymaster that “paints a John le Carré–like
world of double-dealing and intrigue” (The Sunday Telegraph). Elizabeth I came to
the throne at a time of insecurity and unrest. Rivals threatened her reign; England
was a Protestant island, isolated in a sea of Catholic countries. Spain plotted an
invasion, but Elizabeth’s Secretary, Sir Francis Walsingham, was prepared to do
whatever it took to protect her. He ran a network of agents in England and Europe
who provided him with information about invasions or assassination plots. He
recruited likely young men and “turned” others. He encouraged Elizabeth to make
war against the Catholic Irish rebels, with extreme brutality, and oversaw the
execution of Mary Queen of Scots. The Queen’s Agent is a story of secret agents,
cryptic codes and ingenious plots, set in a turbulent period of England’s history. It
is also the story of a man devoted to his queen, sacrificing his every waking hour
to save the threatened English state.
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Thomas Cromwell
“[A] rollicking new historical thriller…taut, made-for-movie-theater tension and
delicious, snickering-from-the-back-row wit.” —New York Times Book Review In this
first novel of the exhilarating Agents of the Crown series, a man who will become
the original MI6 agent protects England and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I from
Spain’s nefarious plan to crush the Age of the Enlightenment. After centuries
locked in an endless cycle of poverty, persecution, and barbarity, Europe has
finally emerged into the Age of Enlightenment. Scientists, philosophers, scholars,
and poets alike believe this to be a new era of reason and hope for all. But the
forces of darkness haven’t completely dissipated, as Spain hunts and butchers any
who dare to defy its ironclad Catholic orthodoxy. Only one nation can fight the
black shadow that threatens this new age, and that is Britain, now ruled by a
brilliant young Queen Elizabeth I. But although she may be brave and headstrong,
Elizabeth knows she cannot win this war simply by force of arms. After her armies
have been slashed in half, her treasury is on its knees. Elizabeth needs a new kind
of weapon forged to fight a new kind of war, in which stealth and secrecy, not
bloodshed, are the means. In this tense situation, Her Majesty’s Secret Service is
born with the charismatic John Dee at its head. A scholar, a soldier, and an
alchemist, Dee is loyal only to the truth and to his Queen. And for her, the woman
he’s forbidden from loving, he is prepared to risk his life. A visceral and heartpumping historical thriller, The Eyes of the Queen is perfect for fans of Ken Follett
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and Dan Brown.

Sir Francis Walsingham
In 1583, the nineteen-year-old Christopher Marlowe---with a reputation as a
brawler, a womanizer, a genius, and a social upstart at Cambridge University---is
visited by a man representing Marlowe's benefactors. There are rumors of a
growing plot against her majesty Queen Elizabeth I, and the Queen's spymaster,
Sir Francis Walsingham, has charged young Marlowe with tracking down the truth.
The path to that truth seems to run through an enigmatic prisoner held in complete
seclusion in a heavily guarded dungeon in Malta. Marlowe must use every bit of his
wits, his skills, and his daring to unravel one of the greatest mysteries in history
and help uncover and unravel scheme of assassination and invasion, one involving
the government of Spain, high ranking English nobles, and even Pope himself.

Elizabeth's Spymaster
From acclaimed author Karen Brooks comes this intriguing novel rich in historical
detail and drama as it tells the unforgettable story of Queen Elizabeth's daring,
ruthless spymaster and his female protégée. In Queen Elizabeth's England, where
no one can be trusted and secrets are currency, one woman stands without fear.
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Mallory Bright is the only daughter of London's most ingenious locksmith. She has
apprenticed with her father since childhood, and there is no lock too elaborate for
her to crack. After scandal destroys her reputation, Mallory has returned to her
father's home and lives almost as a recluse, ignoring the whispers and gossip of
their neighbors. But Sir Francis Walsingham, Queen Elizabeth's spymaster and a
frequent client of Mallory's father, draws her into his world of danger and
deception. For the locksmith's daughter is not only good at cracking locks, she also
has a talent for codes, spycraft, and intrigue. With Mallory by Sir Francis’s side, no
scheme in England or abroad is safe from discovery. But Mallory's loyalty wavers
when she witnesses the brutal and bloody public execution of three Jesuit priests
and realizes the human cost of her espionage. And later, when she discovers the
identity of a Catholic spy and a conspiracy that threatens the kingdom, she is
forced to choose between her country and her heart. Once Sir Francis's greatest
asset, Mallory is fast becoming his worst threat—and there is only one way the
Queen’s master spy deals with his enemies…

A Prisoner in Malta
England in the time of Elizabeth was on the brink of disaster. On the continent,
Catholic Spain sought to forcefully reimpose the Catholic Church on its Protestant
neighbors. At home, a network of powerful Catholic families posed a real and
serious threat to the Protestant queen. In this world, information was power: those
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closest to the Queen were there because they had the best network to gather it.
Elizabeth's Spymaster is the story of the greatest spy of the time: Sir Francis
Walsingham. Walsingham was the first ‘spymaster' in the modern sense. His
methods anticipated those of MI5 and MI6 and even those of the KGB. He
maintained a network of spies across Europe, including double agents at the
highest level in Rome and Spain---the sworn enemies of Queen Elizabeth and her
protestant regime. His entrapment of Mary, Queen of Scots is a classic intelligence
operation that resulted in her execution. As Robert Hutchinson reveals, his cypher
experts' ability to intercept other peoples' secret messages and his brilliant forged
letters made him a fearsome champion of the young Elizabeth. Yet even this
Machiavellian schemer eventually fell foul of Elizabeth as her confidence grew (and
judgment faded). The rise and fall of Sir Francis Walsingham is a Tudor epic, vividly
narrated by a historian with unique access to the surviving documentary evidence.

A Biographical Encyclopedia of Early Modern Englishwomen
Walsingham, Elizabeth's spymaster had established an extensive spy network the
world had ever seen, placing secret agents throughout Europe, especially in the
Catholic courts of Spain, Italy, and France, to ferret out Catholic plots against
Elizabeth. Yet Elizabeth ignored her spymaster. Walsingham, distrusted for being
too powerful.
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