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Conventional wisdom holds that America has been a
Christian nation since the Founding Fathers. But in
One Nation Under God, historian Kevin M. Kruse
argues that the idea of “Christian America” is nothing
more than a myth—and a relatively recent one at
that. The assumption that America was, is, and
always will be a Christian nation dates back no further
than the 1930s, when a coalition of businessmen and
religious leaders united in opposition to the FDR’s
New Deal. With the full support of Dwight Eisenhower
in the 1950s, these activists—the forerunners of the
Religious Right—propelled religion into the public
sphere. Church membership skyrocketed; Congress
added the phrase “under God” to the Pledge of
Allegiance and made “In God We Trust” the country’s
official motto. For the first time, America became a
thoroughly religious nation. Provocative and
authoritative, One Nation Under God reveals how the
comingling of money, religion, and politics created a
false origin story that continues to define and divide
American politics today.

The Emergence of Buddhism
Noted analyst and author Murray Stein explains what
the psychological process of transformation, more
commonly known as a middle crisis, actually is, and
what it means for an individual to experience it.
Consciously working through this life stage can lead
people to become who they have always potentially
been. Indeed, Stein suggests, transformation is the
essential human task.
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Christian Science
An expert on world religions provides a compelling
look into the shape and movement of Christianity's
past, present, and future. Charles Farhadian accounts
for the cultural, social, and theological issues that
have shaped Christianity worldwide as he describes
the distinctives of the world's largest religion.
Addressing the global nature of Christianity without
focusing exclusively on that topic, this supplementary
text could serve in a variety of courses across the
curriculum and is written to be useable in either
Christian or secular settings.

One Nation Under God
In this five-volume opus—now available in its entirety
in paperback—Pelikan traces the development of
Christian doctrine from the first century to the
twentieth. "Pelikan's The Christian Tradition [is] a
series for which they must have coined words like
'magisterial'."—Martin Marty, Commonweal

Development of Christian Doctrine
This brief survey tells the story of Buddhism as it
unfolds through the narrative of the Brahmanical
cosmology from which Buddhism emerged, the stories
and myths surrounding the Buddha's birth, the
Buddha's path to enlightenment, and the eventual
spread of his teachings throughout India and the
world. Jacob N. Kinnard helps readers understand
complex concepts such as the natural law of cause
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and effect (Karma), the birth/life/death/rebirth cycle
(samsara), the everchanging state of suffering
(dukkha), and salvation or the absence of all states
(Mivana). Several illustrations, together with
biographical sketches and primary sources, help to
illuminate the extraordinary richness of the Buddhist
traditon. "At last, a textbook on Buddhism that
integrates new and old methods for telling the story
of Buddhism's development in India and its expansion
into other parts of Asia; this book is a jewel. Kinnard's
skill as an interpreter of material culture in the history
of South Asian religions gives him insight into content
students of Buddhism should know. Students will
appreciate the towering personalities and dramatic
choices of the men and women who shaped the story
of buddhism in India and Other parts of Asia."
Elizabeth Wilson Professor and Chair of comparative
Religion Maimi University, Ohio "In an admirably
succint fashion, Jacob Kinnard traces the development
of Buddhism in India during the first fifteen hundred
years of its history there. In so doing he sets the stage
for the consideration of Buddhist traditions elsewhere,
always attened to the Social, economic, political, and
relious contexts in which this development occurred,
the author pays particular attention to the lifestory of
the buddha and to the evolution of his ongoing
presence in his teachings, his relics, his images, and
the pilgrimage sites associated with him. All of this is
nicely complemented by brief teachings his relics, his
images, and the pilgrimages sites associated with
him. All of this is nicely complemented by brief
biographics of prominent Buddhist historical figures
and by a judicious selections of translations of pali
and Sanskrit texts. Clearly and engagingly written,
Page 4/24

Access Free The Christian Tradition 1 Emergence
Of Catholic 100 600 Jaroslav Pelikan
this classroom-friendly volume will also be of interest
to scholars of religion. John Strong Charles A. Dana
Professor of Asian Studies, Bates College Author of
The Experience of Buddhism and The Buddha: A
Beginner's Guide

The Emergence of Christianity
"Gabriel Said Reynolds tells the story of Islam in this
brief illustrated survey, beginning with Muhammad's
early life and rise to power, then tracing the origins
and development of the Quran juxtaposed with
biblical literature, and concluding with an overview of
modern and fundamentalist narratives of the origin of
Islam. Reynolds offers a fascinating look at the
structure and meaning of the Qur'an, revealing the
ways in which biblical language is used to advance
the Qur'an's religious meaning. Reynolds' analysis
identifies the motives that shaped each narrative
Islamic, Jewish, and Christian. The book's conclusion
yields a rich understanding of diverse interpretations
of Islam's emergence, suggesting that its emergence
is itself ever-developing" -- Publisher description.

The Watchers in Jewish and Christian
Traditions
The problem of change has assumed great
prominence in much of the current ferment in
theology, and many of the issues in question can best
be interpreted as relating to the validity and limits of
doctrinal development. The questions cannot be faced
constructively, however, until the development of
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doctrine has been clearly charted, a historical as well
as a theological assignment. In this unique
introductory survey—more modest in scope but more
scholarly in method than Cardinal Newman’s great
programmatic essay of 1845—Mr. Pelikan presents
three case histories of the particular doctrines that
have crucial points of division among Christians. His
cogent analyses of Cyprian on Original Sin,
Athanasius on the Virgin Mary, and Hilary on the Holy
Spirit demonstrate the interaction between the
sacramental life of the Church and the intellectual
work of the theologian that consistently marked the
development of doctrine by the early Fathers. Thus
they clarify some central aspects of the continuing
theological and ecumenical debates. Mr. Pelikan, Titus
Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History at Yale
University, is the author of many books and articles,
including a forthcoming full-scale history of the
development of doctrine.

The Development of Japanese Business
Traces the early history of the Christian church from
Jewish Palestine prior to Christ's birth to the sixth
century monastic movement, and explains how
Christianity survived under a variety of cultures

Changing Works
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable
study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In
this exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the
variety of New Testament images of Jesus by
Page 6/24

Access Free The Christian Tradition 1 Emergence
Of Catholic 100 600 Jaroslav Pelikan
exploring the ways that the new Christian
communities interpreted his mission and message in
light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached.
This edition includes an introduction reviews the most
recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for
both history and theology. "Brilliant and lucidly
written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American
Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a firstrate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion
"Fredriksen confronts her documents—principally the
writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist
would an especially rich complex site. With great care
she distinguishes the literary images from historical
fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus
in terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers
Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas
D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor

Catechism of the Catholic Church
In this book, Birger Pearson argues for the study of
Christianity as "one of the religions of the world." He
proposes that the study of the New Testament and
the other early Christian literature be moved out of
the realm of theology and into the area of
comparative research of religion.The book therefore
addresses the problematic of Christian origins, that is,
the historical process by which a new religion,
Christianity, emerges out of an older one, Second
Temple Judaism. Included are studies ranging from
the prehistory of Christianity (Jesus, together with an
illuminating, lengthy, and detailed critical analysis of
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the work of the Jesus Seminar and the trends in
current North American gospel research it reflects)
into the New Testament and up to the fourth
century.A concluding chapter presents the author's
reflections on scholarly methods used in the study of
the Christian religion.

Christianity
The Emergence of Monasticism offers a new approach
to thesubject, placing its development against the
dynamic of both socialand religious change. First
study in any language to cover the formative period
ofmedieval monasticism. Gives particular attention to
the contribution of women toascetic and monastic life.

The Emergence of Monasticism
Liberation theology is a school of Roman Catholic
thought which teaches that a primary duty of the
church must be to promote social and economic
justice. In this book, Christian Smith explains how and
why the liberation theology movement emerged and
succeeded when and where it did.

The Rise of Christianity
St. Augustine (354-430), a theologian whose views
and controversies shaped the course of Christianity in
the West, was also a struggling North African pastor
who had a flair for teaching and who meditated
deeply on the complexities of the human heart. This
study examines a little-known side of Augustine; his
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work as a teacher of candidates for baptism. It
reconstructs the experience of the ancient
catechumenate. The portrait is relevant to all those
involved with the RCIApastors, DREs, catechists,
liturgists.

Augustine and the Catechumenate
The colonial history of the Caribbean created a
context in which many religions, from indigenous to
African-based to Christian, intermingled with one
another, creating a rich diversity of religious life.
Caribbean Religious History offers the first
comprehensive religious history of the region. Ennis
B. Edmonds and Michelle A. Gonzalez begin their
exploration with the religious traditions of the
Amerindians who flourished prior to contact with
European colonizers, then detail the transplantation of
Catholic and Protestant Christianity and their
centuries of struggles to become integral to the
Caribbean’s religious ethos, and trace the twentieth
century penetration of American Evangelical
Christianity, particularly in its Pentecostal and
Holiness iterations. Caribbean Religious History also
illuminates the influence of Africans and their
descendants on the shaping of such religious
traditions as Vodou, Santeria, Revival Zion, Spiritual
Baptists, and Rastafari, and the success of Indian
indentured laborers and their descendants in
reconstituting Hindu and Islamic practices in their
new environment. Paying careful attention to the
region’s social and political history, Edmonds and
Gonzalez present a one-volume panoramic
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introduction to this religiously vibrant part of the
world.

To Care for Creation
This brief survey text tells the story of early
Christianity. Cynthia White explores the emergence of
Christianity in Rome during the first four centuries of
the Greco-Roman empire, from the first followers of
Jesus Christ, to conflicts between Christians and
Jewish kings under Roman occupation, to the torture
of Christian followers, Diocletian's reforms, and
Constantine's eventual conversion to monotheism,
which cemented Christianity's status as the official
religion of Rome. The text's chapters will integrate
key pedagogy, including introductions, study
questions, textboxes, photos, maps, suggested
readings, and a glossary and timeline.

The Darkening Age
Andrew Louth traces the Christian mystic tradition
from Plato, through figures such as Origen, Gregory of
Nyssa and Augustine and explores the diverse and
conflicting influences to be found in Christian
spirituality.

Globalization
Rooted in the observation that massive transitions in
the church happen about every 500 years, Phyllis
Tickle shows readers that we live in such a time right
now. She compares the Great Emergence to other
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"Greats" in the history of Christianity, including the
Great Transformation (when God walked among us),
the time of Gregory the Great, the Great Schism, and
the Great Reformation. Combining history, a look at
the causes of social upheaval, and current events,
The Great Emergence shows readers what the Great
Emergence in church and culture is, how it came to
be, and where it is going. Anyone who is interested in
the future of the church in America, no matter what
their personal affiliation, will find this book a
fascinating exploration. Study guide by Danielle
Shroyer.

The Emergence of Liberation Theology
The line that separated Eastern Christendom from
Western on the medieval map is similar to the "iron
curtain" of recent times. Linguistic barriers, political
divisions, and liturgical differences combined to
isolate the two cultures from each other. Except for
such episodes as the schism between East and West
or the Crusades, the development of non-Western
Christendom has been largely ignored by church
historians. In The Spirit of Eastern Christendom,
Jaroslav Pelikan explains the divisions between
Eastern and Western Christendom, and identifies and
describes the development of the distinctive forms
taken by Christian doctrine in its Greek, Syriac, and
early Slavic expression. "It is a pleasure to salute this
masterpiece of exposition. . . . The book flows like a
great river, slipping easily past landscapes of the
utmost diversity—the great Christological
controversies of the seventh century, the debate on
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icons in the eighth and ninth, attitudes to Jews, to
Muslims, to the dualistic heresies of the high Middle
Ages, to the post-Reformation churches of Western
Europe. . . . His book succeeds in being a study of the
Eastern Christian religion as a whole."—Peter Brown
and Sabine MacCormack, New York Review of Books
"The second volume of Professor Pelikan's
monumental work on The Christian Tradition is the
most comprehensive historical treatment of Eastern
Christian thought from 600 to 1700, written in recent
years. . . . Pelikan's reinterpretation is a major
scholarly and ecumenical event."—John Meyendorff
"Displays the same mastery of ancient and modern
theological literature, the same penetrating analytical
clarity and balanced presentation of conflicting
contentions, that made its predecessor such an
intellectual treat."—Virgina Quarterly Review

Introduction to Christian Theology
Signs of Emergence challenges the church to take a
bold step toward doing things in a completely new
way--to adopt an evolutionary, rather than
revolutionary, approach to change.

From Jesus to Christ
This updated second edition of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church incorporates all the final
modifications made in the complete, official Latin
text, accompanied by line-by-line explanations of
orthodox Catholicism, summaries of each section, a
detailed index, extensive cross-references, and
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helpful footnotes.

Emergence of Evangelical Spirituality,
The
First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Dating the Passion
There are special times of movement in the history of
ideas, and one such time - as the author of this study
shows - was the second half of the second century,
when Christian thought showed fresh vigour. By
concentrating on five seminal Christian thinkers of the
second century (Justin, Athenegoras, Irenaeus,
Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian), Eric Osborn
illustrates how it was that Christianity made
monotheism axiomatic to its central doctrinal claims
while adapting, too, to the peculiar circumstances in
which it developed. The stimulus for new thought
came from the objections of the state, philosophers,
Jews, Gnostics, and Marcion, who in different ways
denied the Christian claim to faith in one God. In
response, Christian thinkers argued for one God who
was the first principle of being, goodness, and truth.
In its presentation of the lively beginning which
brought Christianity and classical thought together,
this book casts light on the growth of the European
intellectual tradition.

The Acts of the Apostles
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G. R. Evans revisits the question of what happened at
the Reformation. She argues that the controversies
that roiled the era are part of a much longer history of
discussion and disputation. By showing us just how
old these debates really were, Evans brings into high
relief their unprecedented outcomes at the moment
of the Reformation.

The Emergence of Christian Theology
Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story
of Jesus's followers during the 30 years after his
death. It describes how the 12 apostles, formerly
Jesus's disciples, spread the message of Christianity
throughout the Mediterranean against a background
of persecution. With an introduction by P.D. James

Signs of Emergence
Drawing on computistical and astronomical sources
from late antiquity to the Renaissance, this book
demonstrates how pre-modern Christian attempts to
determine the principal dates of the life of Jesus
played an essential role in the development of
historical chronology.

The Emergence of Modern Hinduism
This book helps beginning theological students grasp
the basics of Christian theology. Consciously avoiding
the perspective of one school of thought or
confessional tradition, the authors provide the reader
with a brief, broad overview of the questions and
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contents of theological study. Their accessible use of
language, clear organization, and careful explanation
will prove of invaluable aid to those who are getting
their theological feet wet for the first time. "In the
words of its authors, this book offers an introduction
'to the fuller spectrum of Christian theology as it has
developed through the centuries.' Few writers address
the historical development of the classic doctrines
and the contemporary resonance as adroitly as
Gonzalez and Perez. The chapter on Jesus Christ, for
example, presents concise summaries of the
treatments of Christ's person leading up to
Chalcedon, while suggesting a need for a multiplicity
of images in understanding the work of Christ that
liberates the whole person and restores all creation.
Beginning students, as a result, are invited into a
living theological conversation, where the contested
claims of the past have continued relevance in a
contemporary era beset by its undervaluing of the
body and creation. Broadly ecumenical in tenor, with
reference to theologians from nearly every century,
the work should appeal to both a popular readership
and introductory students in college and seminary.
One disappointing aspect of the book is an absence of
Latino/a, feminist, and liberation perspectives. For a
work that argues for the contextuality of all theology,
and from authors whose previous work has been
monumental in Hispanic theological education, this
lack is surprising."---David H. Jensen, Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, in Religious
Studies Review, Volume 29 Number 3, July 2003.

The Emergence of the Christian Religion
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First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Transformation
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of
how the West was won—for Jesus" (Newsweek) is now
available in paperback. Stark's provocative report
challenges conventional wisdom and finds that
Christianity's astounding dominance of the Western
world arose from its offer of a better, more secure
way of life. "Compelling reading" (Library Journal) that
is sure to "generate spirited argument" (Publishers
Weekly), this account of Christianity's remarkable
growth within the Roman Empire is the subject of
much fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled over
Christianity's rise to dominancemust read it." says
Yale University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of
Christianity makes a compelling case for startling
conclusions. Combining his expertise in social science
with historical evidence, and his insight into
contemporary religion's appeal, Stark finds that early
Christianity attracted the privileged rather than the
poor, that most early converts were women or
marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that Christianity
was a success because it proved those who joined it
with a more appealing, more assuring, happier, and
perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley, University of
Chicago).

The Origins of the Christian Mystical
Tradition
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Offers a unique collection of primary sources for
eighteenth-century evangelical spirituality in America
and Britain, along with introduction and commentary,
prepared by a prominent scholar of evangelical
theology.

The Emergence of Islam
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly
passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence
is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a
book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the
locals refused to convert. They were dismembered,
their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In
Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosophermathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed
her to death with shards of broken pottery. Not long
before, their fellow Christians had invaded the city’s
greatest temple and razed it—smashing its worldfamous statues and destroying all that was left of
Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to
Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.”
But this victory entailed an orgy of destruction in
which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed
classical culture, helping to pitch Western civilization
into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of
Latin literature would survive the purge; countless
antiquities, artworks, and ancient traditions were lost
forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early
Christians’ campaign of terror has been hiding in plain
sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues
proudly displayed in churches and museums the
world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects
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this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the
rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.

The Great Emergence
Controversial megachurch pastor Mark Driscoll
proclaimed from a conference stage in 2013, “I know
who made the environment and he’s coming back and
going to burn it all up. So yes, I drive an SUV.” The
comment, which Driscoll later explained away as a
joke, highlights what has been a long history of
religious anti-environmentalism. Given how firmly
entrenched this sentiment has been, surprising
inroads have been made by a new movement with
few financial resources, which is deeply committed to
promoting green religious traditions and creating a
new environmental ethic. To Care for Creation
chronicles this movement and explains how it has
emerged despite institutional and cultural barriers, as
well as the hurdles posed by logic and practices that
set religious environmental organizations apart from
the secular movement. Ellingson takes a deep dive
into the ways entrepreneurial activists tap into and
improvise on a variety of theological, ethical, and
symbolic traditions in order to issue a compelling call
to arms that mobilizes religious audiences. Drawing
on interviews with the leaders of more than sixty of
these organizations, Ellingson deftly illustrates how
activists borrow and rework resources from various
traditions to create new meanings for religion, nature,
and the religious person’s duty to the natural world.

The Roots of the Reformation
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Whatever else one might say about Emergence
Christianity, says Phyllis Tickle, one must agree it is
shifting and re-configuring itself in such a prodigious
way as to defy any final assessments or absolute
pronouncements. Yet the insightful and well-read
Tickle offers us a dispatch from the field to keep us
informed of where Emergence Christianity now
stands, where it may be going, and how it is aligning
itself with other parts of God's church. Through her
careful study and culture-watching, Tickle invites
readers to join this investigation and conversation as
open-minded explorers rather than fearful opponents.
As readers join Tickle down the winding stream of
Emergence Christianity, they will discover fascinating
insights into concerns, organizational patterns,
theology, and most pressing questions. Anyone
involved in an emergence church or a traditional one
will find here a thorough and well-written account of
where things are--and where they are going.

The Rise of Christianity
A free open access ebook is available upon
publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. The
Emergence of Modern Hinduism argues for the
importance of regional, vernacular innovation in
processes of Hindu modernization. Scholars usually
trace the emergence of modern Hinduism to
cosmopolitan reform movements, producing accounts
that overemphasize the centrality of elite religion and
the influence of Western ideas and models. In this
study, the author considers religious change on the
margins of colonialism by looking at an important
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local figure, the Tamil Shaiva poet and mystic
Ramalinga Swami (1823–1874). Weiss narrates a
history of Hindu modernization that demonstrates the
transformative role of Hindu ideas, models, and
institutions, making this text essential for scholarly
audiences of South Asian history, religious studies,
Hindu studies, and South Asian studies.

The Christian Tradition
Updated to reflect recent global developments, the
second edition of Globalization: A Basic Text presents
an up-to-date introduction to major trends and topics
relating to globalization studies. Features updates and
revisions in its accessible introduction to key theories
and major topics in globalization Includes an
enhanced emphasis on issues relating to global
governance, emerging technology, global flows of
people, human trafficking, global justice movements,
and global environmental sustainability Utilizes a
unique set of metaphors to introduce and explain the
highly complex nature of globalization in an engaging
and understandable manner Offers an
interdisciplinary approach to globalization by drawing
from fields that include sociology, global political
economy, political science, international relations,
geography, and anthropology Written by an
internationally recognized and experienced author
team

The Ascetical Homilies of Saint Isaac the
Syrian
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Leading scholars explore the tradition, rooted in
Genesis 6, of “the Watchers,” mysterious heavenly
beings who became the focus of rich cosmological
and theological speculation in early Judaism. Chapters
trace the development of the Watchers through the
Enoch literature, Jubilees, and other early Jewish and
Christian writings.

Encyclopedia of Monasticism
The Christian Tradition
Emergence Christianity
IntroductionThe Project: An OverviewThe Standard Oil
of New Jersey archive Research with Photographs
Historical Frameworks The Machine in the
GardenHorses and Tractors Horses and Tractors,
Standard Oil of New Jersey Photographs Making Hay
Oats and Corn: Changing Works The Corn Revolution
The Meaning of Changing Works Gendered Worlds
Souping Up Cows The History since ThenCraft and
Factory Farms, circa 1989 Factory farms and
Megadairies The Scene at the Turn of the Millennium
Notes References Index Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.

The Rise of Christianity
This monograph analyses almost forty Hebrew
Christian institutions - and the ideology of their
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founders - in nineteenth-century Britain, components
of a century-long movement which were to varying
degrees characteristic, through identity negotiation,
of ehtnic, institutional, theological and liturgical
independence.

The Emergence of the Hebrew Christian
Movement in Nineteenth-Century Britain
The idea that Christianity started as a clandestine
movement among the poor is a widely accepted
notion. Yet it is one of many myths that must be
discarded if we are to understand just how a tiny
messianic movement on the edge of the Roman
Empire became the dominant faith of Western
civilization. In a fast-paced, highly readable book that
addresses beliefs as well as historical facts, Rodney
Stark brings a sociologist's perspective to bear on the
puzzle behind the success of early Christianity. He
comes equipped not only with the logic and methods
of social science but also with insights gathered
firsthand into why people convert and how new
religious groups recruit members. He digs deep into
the historical evidence on many issues--such as the
social background of converts, the mission to the
Jews, the status of women in the church, the role of
martyrdom--to provide a vivid and unconventional
account of early Christianity. The author plots the
most plausible curve of Christian growth from the
year 40 to 300. By the time of Constantine,
Christianity had become a considerable force, with
growth patterns very similar to those of modern-day
successful religious movements. An unusual number
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of Christian converts, for example, came from the
educated, cosmopolitan classes. Because it offered a
new perspective on familiar concepts and was not
linked to ethnicity, Christianity had a large following
among persons seeking to assimilate into the
dominant culture, mainly Hellenized Jews. The
oversupply of women in Christian communities--due
partly to the respect and protection they received--led
to intermarriages with pagans, hence more
conversions, and to a high fertility rate. Stark points
out, too, the role played by selflessness and faith.
Amidst the epidemics, fires, and other disasters that
beleaguered Greco-Roman cities, Christian
communities were a stronghold of mutual aid, which
resulted in a survival rate far greater than that of the
pagans. In the meantime, voluntary martyrdom,
especially a generation after the death of Christ,
reinforced the commitment of the Christian rank and
file. What Stark ultimately offers is a multifaceted
portrait of early Christianity, one that appeals to
practical reasoning, historical curiosity, and personal
reflection.
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