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How to Lie with Statistics
In the numbers-obsessed sport of baseball, statistics
don't merely record what players, managers, and
owners have done. Properly understood, they can tell
us how the teams we root for could employ better
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strategies, put more effective players on the field, and
win more games. The revolution in baseball statistics
that began in the 1970s is a controversial subject that
professionals and fans alike argue over without end.
Despite this fundamental change in the way we watch
and understand the sport, no one has written the
book that reveals, across every area of strategy and
management, how the best practitioners of statistical
analysis in baseball-people like Bill James, Billy Beane,
and Theo Epstein-think about numbers and the game.
Baseball Between the Numbers is that book. In
separate chapters covering every aspect of the game,
from hitting, pitching, and fielding to roster
construction and the scouting and drafting of players,
the experts at Baseball Prospectus examine the
subtle, hidden aspects of the game, bring them out
into the open, and show us how our favorite teams
could win more games. This is a book that every fan,
every follower of sports radio, every fantasy player,
every coach, and every player, at every level, can
learn from and enjoy.

Analyzing Baseball Data with R
A comprehensive introduction to statistics that
teaches the fundamentals with real-life scenarios, and
covers histograms, quartiles, probability, Bayes'
theorem, predictions, approximations, random
samples, and related topics.

Moneyball (Movie Tie-in Edition) (Movie
Tie-in Editions)
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Broken up into sections (pitching, fielding, hitting),
this authoritative yet fun and easy guide will help
readers young and old fully understand and
comprehend the statistics that are the present and
future of our national pastime. We all know what a
.300 hitter looks like. The same with a 20-game
winner. Those numbers are ingrained in our brains.
But do they mean as much as we think? Do we feel
the same way when we hear a batter has a .390
wOBA? How about a pitcher with a 1.2 WHIP? These
statistics are the future of modern baseball, and no
fan should be in the dark about how these metrics
apply to the game. In the last twenty years, an
avalanche of analytics has taken over the way the
game is played, managed, and assessed, but the
statistics that drive the sport (metrics like wRC+, FIP,
and WAR, just to name a few) read like alphabet soup
to a large number of fans who still think batting
average, RBIs, and wins are the best barometers for
baseball players. In A Fan’s Guide to Baseball
Analytics, MLB.com reporter and columnist Anthony
Castrovince has taken on the role as explainer to help
such fans understand why the old stats don’t always
add up. Readers will also learn where these modern
stats came from, what they convey, and how to use
them to evaluate players of the present, past, and
future. For instance, what if we told you that when Joe
DiMaggio had his famous 56-game hitting streak in
1941, helping him win the AL MVP, that there was,
perhaps, someone more deserving? In fact, the great
Ted Williams actually had a higher fWAR, bWAR,
wRC+, OPS, OPS+, ISO, RC . . . well, you get the
picture. So, streak or no streak, Williams should have
been league MVP. An introductory course on
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sabermetrics, A Fan’s Guide to Baseball Analytics is
an easily digestible resource that readers can keep
turning back to when they see a modern metric
referenced in today’s baseball coverage.

Beyond Batting Average
My Greatest Day in Baseball, one of the earliest
collections of the game’s oral histories, presents fortyseven famous stars from the golden age of baseball
relating their most unforgettable moments in the
sport. Ty Cobb vividly recreates the seventeenthinning tie between the Philadelphia Athletics and
Detroit Tigers with the 1908 pennant at stake. Grover
Cleveland Alexander describes the day he saved the
1926 world championship for the St. Louis Cardinals.
Babe Ruth recalls hitting the homer he had promised
to the crowd at a 1932 World Series game. Dizzy
Dean recounts a run-in with Ford Frick and a recordsetting day in 1933 when he struck out seventeen
Chicago Cubs. Among the other celebrated baseball
figures telling their dramatic stories are Leroy
“Satchel” Paige, Casey Stengel, Leo “The Lip”
Durocher, Honus Wagner, Johnny Evers, Lefty Gomez,
Tris Speaker, Cy Young, Pepper Martin, George Sisler,
Billy Southworth, Enos Slaughter, Connie Mack, Walter
Johnson, and Rogers Hornsby.

The 4 Percent Universe
How to play percentage baseball--and win! Irrefutable
mathematical findings.
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Feed
When Bill James published his original Historical
Baseball Abstract in 1985, he produced an immediate
classic, hailed by the Chicago Tribune as the “holy
book of baseball.” Now, baseball's beloved “Sultan of
Stats” (The Boston Globe) is back with a fully revised
and updated edition for the new millennium. Like the
original, The New Bill James Historical Baseball
Abstract is really several books in one. The Game
provides a century's worth of American baseball
history, told one decade at a time, with energetic
facts and figures about How, Where, and by Whom
the game was played. In The Players, you'll find
listings of the top 100 players at each position in the
major leagues, along with James's signature statsbased ratings method called “Win Shares,” a way of
quantifying individual performance and calculating
the offensive and defensive contributions of catchers,
pitchers, infielders, and outfielders. And there's more:
the Reference section covers Win Shares for each
season and each player, and even offers a Win Share
team comparison. A must-have for baseball fans and
historians alike, The New Bill James Historical Baseball
Abstract is as essential, entertaining, and
enlightening as the sport itself.

Twizzlers Percentages Book
Analyzing Baseball Data with R Second Edition
introduces R to sabermetricians, baseball enthusiasts,
and students interested in exploring the richness of
baseball data. It equips you with the necessary skills
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and software tools to perform all the analysis steps,
from importing the data to transforming them into an
appropriate format to visualizing the data via graphs
to performing a statistical analysis. The authors first
present an overview of publicly available baseball
datasets and a gentle introduction to the type of data
structures and exploratory and data management
capabilities of R. They also cover the ggplot2 graphics
functions and employ a tidyverse-friendly workflow
throughout. Much of the book illustrates the use of R
through popular sabermetrics topics, including the
Pythagorean formula, runs expectancy, catcher
framing, career trajectories, simulation of games and
seasons, patterns of streaky behavior of players, and
launch angles and exit velocities. All the datasets and
R code used in the text are available online. New to
the second edition are a systematic adoption of the
tidyverse and incorporation of Statcast player
tracking data (made available by Baseball Savant). All
code from the first edition has been revised according
to the principles of the tidyverse. Tidyverse packages,
including dplyr, ggplot2, tidyr, purrr, and broom are
emphasized throughout the book. Two entirely new
chapters are made possible by the availability of
Statcast data: one explores the notion of catcher
framing ability, and the other uses launch angle and
exit velocity to estimate the probability of a home
run. Through the book’s various examples, you will
learn about modern sabermetrics and how to conduct
your own baseball analyses. Max Marchi is a Baseball
Analytics Analyst for the Cleveland Indians. He was a
regular contributor to The Hardball Times and
Baseball Prospectus websites and previously
consulted for other MLB clubs. Jim Albert is a
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Distinguished University Professor of statistics at
Bowling Green State University. He has authored or
coauthored several books including Curve Ball and
Visualizing Baseball and was the editor of the Journal
of Quantitative Analysis of Sports. Ben Baumer is an
assistant professor of statistical & data sciences at
Smith College. Previously a statistical analyst for the
New York Mets, he is a co-author of The Sabermetric
Revolution and Modern Data Science with R.

Big Data Baseball
Interest in Sabermetrics has increased dramatically in
recent years as the need to better compare baseball
players has intensified among managers, agents and
fans, and even other players. The authors explain how
traditional measures—such as Earned Run Average,
Slugging Percentage, and Fielding Percentage—along
with new statistics—Wins Above Average, Fielding
Independent Pitching, Wins Above Replacement, the
Equivalence Coefficient and others—define the value
of players. Actual player statistics are used in
developing models, while examples and exercises are
provided in each chapter. This book serves as a guide
for both beginners and those who wish to be
successful in fantasy leagues.

The New Bill James Historical Baseball
Abstract
“A delight for baseball lovers” (Kirkus Reviews) and
“one of the most significant baseball books of the
year” (Bob Costas) Ahead of the Curve uses stories
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from baseball’s present and past to examine why we
sometimes choose ignorance over information, and
how tradition can trump logic. Forget batting average.
Kill the “Win.” Say goodbye to starting pitchers. And
please, please stop bunting. MLB Network anchor and
commentator Brian Kenny provides “an excellent,
entertaining read for the all-around baseball fan”
(Library Journal) and shows how baseball has been
revolutionized—not destroyed—by analytical thinking.
Most people who resist logical thought in baseball
preach “tradition” and “respecting the game.” But
many of baseball’s traditions go back to the
nineteenth century, when the pitcher’s job was to
provide the batter with a ball he could hit and fielders
played without gloves. Instead of fearing change,
Brian Kenny wants fans to think critically, reject
outmoded groupthink, and embrace the changes that
have come with the sabermetric era. In his
entertaining and enlightening book, Kenny discusses
why the pitching win-loss record, the Triple Crown,
fielding errors, and so-called battling titles should be
ignored. He also points out how fossilized
sportswriters have been electing the wrong MVP’s and
ignoring legitimate candidates for the Hall of Fame;
why managers are hired based on their looks; and
how the most important position in baseball may just
be “Director of Decision Sciences.” “Prepare to have
your brain and your assumptions challenged. Guided
by data and a deep love of the game, Brian Kenny
takes a cutting-edge look at where baseball is and
where it is going” (Tom Verducci, Sports Illustrated).
Illustrated with unique anecdotes from those who
have reshaped the game, Ahead of the Curve is “a
great story about the game in the age of information
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and technology” (Billy Beane).

The Theory of Modern Baseball
Explains how Billy Beene, the general manager of the
Oakland Athletics, is using a new kind of thinking to
build a successful and winning baseball team without
spending enormous sums of money.

Baseball Between the Numbers
You will now be able to wow your friends, scare your
kids, and bargain with your spouse as you use this
book to legitimize bad decisions, idle threats, and
risky ventures. With this one-stop statistical resource,
you will have plenty of numbers to back up whatever
you want (or don’t want) to do. Covering all aspects of
everyday life, this enlightening little trivia book shows
you that numbers can be informative yet
entertaining—and work to your advantage. Inside you
will learn interesting tidbits like: While 30% of all
shoplifters are under thirty, 95% of shoplifters are
females—just another thing for teenage boys to throw
in their parents’ faces Ditching a diet is the fad thing
to do, as 60% of dieters fail and go back to eating
fatty foods Finding a faithful contractor is much easier
than finding a faithful husband: Only 10% of home
improvement contractors are reported larcenous
while 22% of married men have committed adultery
The world would have a whole lot more female
vegetarians if people had to kill their dinner—90% of
women would give up beef if they had to kill the cow
Americans have a 40% chance of just dropping dead
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every day It’s a guaranteed enlightening read 100%
of the time.

A Fan's Guide to Baseball Analytics
Long before Moneyball became a sensation or Nate
Silver turned the knowledge he’d honed on baseball
into electoral gold, John Thorn and Pete Palmer were
using statistics to shake the foundations of the game.
First published in 1984, The Hidden Game of Baseball
ushered in the sabermetric revolution by
demonstrating that we were thinking about baseball
stats—and thus the game itself—all wrong. Instead of
praising sluggers for gaudy RBI totals or pitchers for
wins, Thorn and Palmer argued in favor of more subtle
measurements that correlated much more closely to
the ultimate goal: winning baseball games. The new
gospel promulgated by Thorn and Palmer opened the
door for a flood of new questions, such as how a
ballpark’s layout helps or hinders offense or whether
a strikeout really is worse than another kind of out.
Taking questions like these seriously—and backing up
the answers with data—launched a new era, showing
fans, journalists, scouts, executives, and even players
themselves a new, better way to look at the game.
This brand-new edition retains the body of the
original, with its rich, accessible analysis rooted in a
deep love of baseball, while adding a new
introduction by the authors tracing the book’s
influence over the years. A foreword by ESPN’s lead
baseball analyst, Keith Law, details The Hidden
Game’s central role in the transformation of baseball
coverage and team management and shows how
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teams continue to reap the benefits of Thorn and
Palmer’s insights today. Thirty years after its original
publication, The Hidden Game is still bringing the high
heat—a true classic of baseball literature.

The Neyer/James Guide to Pitchers
Written by three esteemed baseball statisticians, The
Bookcontinues where the legendary Bill James’s
Baseball Abstractsand Palmer and Thorn’s The Hidden
Game of Baseballleft off more than twenty years ago.
Continuing in the grand tradition of sabermetrics, the
authors provide a revolutionary way to think about
baseball with principles that can be applied at every
level, from high school to the major leagues. Tom
Tango, Mitchel Lichtman, and Andrew Dolphin cover
topics such as batting and pitching matchups,
platooning, the benefits and risks of intentional walks
and sacrifices, the legitimacy of alleged clutch hitters,
and many of baseball’s other theories on hitting,
fielding, pitching, and even baserunning. They
analyze when a strategy is a good idea and when it’s
a bad idea, and how to more closely watch the inside
game of baseball. Whenever you hear an announcer
talk about the unwritten rule or say that so-and-so is
going by the book in bringing in a situational
substitute, The Bookreviews the facts and determines
what the real case is. If you want to know what the
folks in baseball should be doing, find out in The
Book.

The Only Rule Is It Has to Work
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New York Times Bestseller After twenty consecutive
losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale
was low, the club's payroll ranked near the bottom of
the sport, game attendance was down, and the city
was becoming increasingly disenchanted with its
team. Pittsburghers joked their town was the city of
championsand the Pirates. Big Data Baseball is the
story of how the 2013 Pirates, mired in the longest
losing streak in North American pro sports history,
adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the
drought, make the playoffs, and turn around the
franchise's fortunes. Award-winning journalist Travis
Sawchik takes you behind the scenes to expertly
weave together the stories of the key figures who
changed the way the small-market Pirates played the
game. For manager Clint Hurdle and the front office
staff to save their jobs, they could not rely on a free
agent spending spree, instead they had to improve
the sum of their parts and find hidden value. They
had to change. From Hurdle shedding his old-school
ways to work closely with Neal Huntington, the
forward-thinking data-driven GM and his team of
talented analysts; to pitchers like A. J. Burnett and
Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to
Russell Martin, the undervalued catcher whose expert
use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing helped
the team's pitchers turn more balls into strikes; to
Clint Barmes, a solid shortstop and one of the early
adopters of the unconventional on-field shift which
forced the entire infield to realign into positions they
never stood in before. Under Hurdle's leadership, a
culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he
successfully blended whiz kid analysts with graybeard
coaches—a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was
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unique to the sport. Big Data Baseball is Moneyball on
steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening
underdog story that uses the 2013 Pirates season as
the perfect lens to examine the sport's burgeoning
big-data movement. With the help of data-tracking
systems like PitchF/X and TrackMan, the Pirates
collected millions of data points on every pitch and
ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports
that revealed groundbreaking insights for how to win
more games without spending a dime. In the process,
they discovered that most batters struggled to hit twoseam fastballs, that an aggressive defensive shift on
the field could turn more batted balls into outs, and
that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All
these data points which aren't immediately visible to
players and spectators, are the bit of magic that led
the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the 2013
season in second place, end a twenty-year losing
streak.

Ahead of the Curve
Executive Summary for a report which gathers &
collates the best national data available to provide a
reliable & comprehensive overview of American
reading today. This report relies on large, nat. studies
conducted on a regular basis by U.S. fed. agencies,
supplemented by academic, foundation, & business
surveys. Although there has been measurable
progress in recent years in reading ability at the
elementary school level, all progress appears to halt
as children enter their teenage years. There is a
general decline in reading among teenage & adult
Page 13/32

Download Ebook The Book Playing Percentages
In Baseball Tom M Tango
Americans. Both reading ability & the habit of regular
reading have greatly declined among college grad.
The declines have demonstrable social, economic,
cultural, & civic implications. Charts & tables.

The Book
Take your game to the next level with this
comprehensive guide for mastering the skills, tactics
and strategies of racquetball. The contents cover
attacking forehand, penetrating backhand,
maximizing court position, practicing perfectly, and
much more.

To Read Or Not to Read: A Question of
National Consequence
Written by three esteemed baseball statisticians, The
Book continues where the legendary Bill James's
Baseball Abstracts and Palmer and Thorn's The
Hidden Game of Baseball left off more than twenty
years ago. Continuing in the grand tradition of
sabermetrics, the authors provide a revolutionary way
to think about baseball with principles that can be
applied at every level, from high school to the major
leagues.Tom Tango, Mitchel Lichtman, and Andrew
Dolphin cover topics such as batting and pitching
matchups, platooning, the benefits and risks of
intentional walks and sacrifices, the legitimacy of
alleged “clutch” hitters, and many of baseball's other
theories on hitting, fielding, pitching, and even
baserunning. They analyze when a strategy is a good
idea and when it's a bad idea, and how to more
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closely watch the “inside” game of
baseball.Whenever you hear an announcer talk about
the “unwritten rule” or say that so-and-so is going “by
the book” in bringing in a situational substitute, The
Book reviews the facts and determines what the real
case is. If you want to know what the folks in baseball
should be doing, find out in The Book.

Head First Statistics
"This book provides practical strategies for developing
the mental skills which help speed you to your full
potential."---Dave Winfield What does it mean to play
heads-up baseball? A heads-up player has confidence
in his ability, keeps control in pressure situations, and
focuses on one pitch at a time. His mental skills
enable him to play consistently at or near his best
despite the adversity baseball presents each day. "My
ability to fully focus on what I had to do on a daily
basis was what made me the successful player I was.
Sure I had some natural ability, but that only gets you
so far. I think I learned how to focus; it wasn't
something that I was necessarily born with." -- Hank
Aaron "Developing and refining my mental game has
played a critical role in my success in baseball. For
years players have had to develop these skills on
their own. This book provides practical strategies for
developing the mental skills that will help speed you
toward your full potential." -- Dave Winfield

The Hidden Game of Baseball
In a future where most people have computer
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implants in their heads to control their environment, a
boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble.

At the Line Pickleball
You will now be able to wow your friends, scare your
kids, and bargain with your spouse as you use this
book to legitimize bad decisions, idle threats, and
risky ventures. With this one-stop statistical resource,
you will have plenty of numbers to back up whatever
you want (or don’t want) to do. Covering all aspects of
everyday life, this enlightening little trivia book shows
you that numbers can be informative yet
entertaining—and work to your advantage. Inside you
will learn interesting tidbits like: While 30% of all
shoplifters are under thirty, 95% of shoplifters are
females—just another thing for teenage boys to throw
in their parents’ faces Ditching a diet is the fad thing
to do, as 60% of dieters fail and go back to eating
fatty foods Finding a faithful contractor is much easier
than finding a faithful husband: Only 10% of home
improvement contractors are reported larcenous
while 22% of married men have committed adultery
The world would have a whole lot more female
vegetarians if people had to kill their dinner—90% of
women would give up beef if they had to kill the cow
Americans have a 40% chance of just dropping dead
every day It’s a guaranteed enlightening read 100%
of the time.

The MVP Machine
Baseball Hacks isn't your typical baseball book--it's a
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book about how to watch, research, and understand
baseball. It's an instruction manual for the free
baseball databases. It's a cookbook for baseball
research. Every part of this book is designed to teach
baseball fans how to do something. In short, it's a howto book--one that will increase your enjoyment and
knowledge of the game. So much of the way baseball
is played today hinges upon interpreting statistical
data. Players are acquired based on their
performance in statistical categories that ownership
deems most important. Managers make in-game
decisions based not on instincts, but on probability how a particular batter might fare against lefthandedpitching, for instance. The goal of this unique
book is to show fans all the baseball-related stuff that
they can do for free (or close to free). Just as open
source projects have made great software freely
available, collaborative projects such as Retrosheet
and Baseball DataBank have made great data freely
available. You can use these data sources to research
your favorite players, win your fantasy league, or
appreciate the game of baseball even more than you
do now. Baseball Hacks shows how easy it is to get
data, process it, and use it to truly understand
baseball. The book lists a number of sources for
current and historical baseball data, and explains how
to load it into a database for analysis. It then
introduces several powerful statistical tools for
understanding data and forecasting results. For the
uninitiated baseball fan, author Joseph Adler walks
readers through the core statistical categories for
hitters (batting average, on-base percentage, etc.),
pitchers (earned run average, strikeout-to-walk ratio,
etc.), and fielders (putouts, errors, etc.). He then
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extrapolates upon these numbers to examine more
advanced data groups like career averages, team
stats, season-by-season comparisons, and more.
Whether you're a mathematician, scientist, or seasonticket holder to your favorite team, Baseball Hacks is
sure to have something for you. Advance praise for
Baseball Hacks: "Baseball Hacks is the best book ever
written for understanding and practicing baseball
analytics. A must-read for baseball professionals and
enthusiasts alike." -- Ari Kaplan, database consultant
to the Montreal Expos, San Diego Padres, and
Baltimore Orioles "The game was born in the 19th
century, but the passion for its analysis continues to
grow into the 21st. In Baseball Hacks, Joe Adler not
only demonstrates thatthe latest data-mining
technologies have useful application to the study of
baseball statistics, he also teaches the reader how to
do the analysis himself, arming the dedicated
baseball fan with tools to take his understanding of
the game to a higher level." -- Mark E. Johnson, Ph.D.,
Founder, SportMetrika, Inc. and Baseball Analyst for
the 2004 St. Louis Cardinals

Bowling Alone
The count is 3-2. Where should the pitcher target his
pitch? How close does the pitch have to be for the
batter to swing? Should the batter swing at all? Only
sabermetrics can provide the answer to these critical
strategic questions. But the amount of material on
this subject is relatively limited, and until now, players
and coaches have been left to guess.The Theory of
Modern Baseball addresses this gap in the baseball
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literature. Using a straightforward sabermetric
framework to measure the value of each pitch in each
situation, the book presents the theoretically correct
approach to each count, based on the skills and
tendencies of actual MLB pitchers and hitters.With an
understanding of how players approach an at-bat and how they should - the book then analyzes some
of the key strategic elements in modern baseball,
including The Shift, The Opener, Hot and Cold Zones,
pitch sequencing, platoon effects, weather
adjustments, and more.While most of modern
baseball strategy is based on sound principles, teams
and players are still making massive strategic errors
every single game, far worse than an extra sacrifice
bunt or intentional walk or two. A dedicated coach or
player willing to apply the knowledge contained in
The Theory of Modern Baseball is likely to gain a
significant edge over the competition.

Percentage Baseball
Move over, Moneyball -- a cutting-edge look at major
league baseball's next revolution: the high-tech quest
to build better players. As bestselling authors Ben
Lindbergh and Travis Sawchik reveal in The MVP
Machine, the Moneyball era is over. Fifteen years after
Michael Lewis brought the Oakland Athletics'
groundbreaking team-building strategies to light,
every front office takes a data-driven approach to
evaluating players, and the league's smarter teams
no longer have a huge advantage in valuing past
performance. Lindbergh and Sawchik's behind-thescenes reporting reveals: How the 2017 Astros and
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2018 Red Sox used cutting-edge technology to win
the World Series How undersized afterthoughts José
Altuve and Mookie Betts became big sluggers and
MVPs How polarizing pitcher Trevor Bauer made
himself a Cy Young contender How new analytical
tools have overturned traditional pitching and hitting
techniques How a wave of young talent is making
MLB both better than ever and arguably worse to
watch Instead of out-drafting, out-signing, and outtrading their rivals, baseball's best minds have turned
to out-developing opponents, gaining greater edges
than ever by perfecting prospects and eking extra
runs out of older athletes who were once written off.
Lindbergh and Sawchik take us inside the
transformation of former fringe hitters into home-run
kings, show how washed-up pitchers have emerged
as aces, and document how coaching and scouting
are being turned upside down. The MVP Machine
charts the future of a sport and offers a lesson that
goes beyond baseball: Success stems not from
focusing on finished products, but from making the
most of untapped potential.

The Book of Percentages
Features the legendary hitter's guidance in all the
basics and finer points of hitting and includes his
analysis of the great hitters of the seventies and the
eighties, including Rose, Brett, Carew, and Murray

Practicing Sabermetrics
If you want to outsmart a crook, learn his
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tricks—Darrell Huff explains exactly how in the classic
How to Lie with Statistics. From distorted graphs and
biased samples to misleading averages, there are
countless statistical dodges that lend cover to anyone
with an ax to grind or a product to sell. With abundant
examples and illustrations, Darrell Huff’s lively and
engaging primer clarifies the basic principles of
statistics and explains how they’re used to present
information in honest and not-so-honest ways. Now
even more indispensable in our data-driven world
than it was when first published, How to Lie with
Statistics is the book that generations of readers have
relied on to keep from being fooled.

Learning Statistics Through Playing
Cards
In 1996, a brassy young team of fans produced a
guide to baseball statistics. Printed on a photocopier,
its distribution, which was in the low hundreds, was
limited to friends, family, and die-hard stat heads.
Sixteen years later, the Baseball Prospectus annual
regularly hits best-seller lists and has become an
indispensable guide for the serious fan. In Extra
Innings, the team at Baseball Prospectus integrates
statistics, interviews, and analysis to deliver twenty
arguments about today’s game. In the tradition of
their seminal book, Baseball Between the Numbers,
they take on everything from steroids to the amateur
draft. They probe the impact of managers on the
game. They explain the critical art of building a
bullpen. In an era when statistics matter more than
ever, Extra Innings is an essential volume for every
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baseball fan.

Watching Baseball Smarter
With its flexible capabilities and open-source platform,
R has become a major tool for analyzing detailed,
high-quality baseball data. Analyzing Baseball Data
with R provides an introduction to R for
sabermetricians, baseball enthusiasts, and students
interested in exploring the rich sources of baseball
data. It equips readers with the necessary skills and
software tools to perform all of the analysis steps,
from gathering the datasets and entering them in a
convenient format to visualizing the data via graphs
to performing a statistical analysis. The authors first
present an overview of publicly available baseball
datasets and a gentle introduction to the type of data
structures and exploratory and data management
capabilities of R. They also cover the traditional
graphics functions in the base package and introduce
more sophisticated graphical displays available
through the lattice and ggplot2 packages. Much of the
book illustrates the use of R through popular
sabermetrics topics, including the Pythagorean
formula, runs expectancy, career trajectories,
simulation of games and seasons, patterns of streaky
behavior of players, and fielding measures. Each
chapter contains exercises that encourage readers to
perform their own analyses using R. All of the
datasets and R code used in the text are available
online. This book helps readers answer questions
about baseball teams, players, and strategy using
large, publically available datasets. It offers detailed
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instructions on downloading the datasets and putting
them into formats that simplify data exploration and
analysis. Through the book’s various examples,
readers will learn about modern sabermetrics and be
able to conduct their own baseball analyses.

Heads-Up Baseball
The New York Times bestseller about what would
happen if two statistics-minded outsiders were
allowed to run a professional baseball team It’s the
ultimate in fantasy baseball: You get to pick the
roster, set the lineup, and decide on strategies -- with
real players, in a real ballpark, in a real playoff race.
That’s what baseball analysts Ben Lindbergh and Sam
Miller got to do when an independent minor-league
team in California, the Sonoma Stompers, offered
them the chance to run its baseball operations
according to the most advanced statistics. Their story
in The Only Rule is it Has to Work is unlike any other
baseball tale you've ever read. We tag along as
Lindbergh and Miller apply their number-crunching
insights to all aspects of assembling and running a
team, following one cardinal rule for judging each
innovation they try: it has to work. We meet colorful
figures like general manager Theo Fightmaster and
boundary-breakers like the first openly gay player in
professional baseball. Even José Canseco makes a
cameo appearance. Will their knowledge of numbers
help Lindbergh and Miller bring the Stompers a
championship, or will they fall on their faces? Will the
team have a competitive advantage or is the sport’s
folk wisdom true after all? Will the players attract the
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attention of big-league scouts, or are they on a fast
track to oblivion? It’s a wild ride, by turns provocative
and absurd, as Lindbergh and Miller tell a story that
will speak to numbers geeks and traditionalists alike.
And they prove that you don’t need a bat or a glove
to make a genuine contribution to the game.

The Book of Percentages
Basics of Game Design is for anyone wanting to
become a professional game designer. Focusing on
creating the game mechanics for data-driven games,
it covers role-playing, real-time strategy, first-person
shooter, simulation, and other games. Written by a
25-year veteran of the game industry, the guide
offers detailed explanations of how to design t

Championship Racquetball
This smart and funny fan’s guide to baseball explains
the ins and outs of pitching, hitting, running, and
fielding, while offering insider trivia and anecdotes
that will appeal to anyone—whether you're a major
league couch potato, life-long season ticket-holder, or
a beginner. What is the difference between a slider
and a curveball? At which stadium did “The Wave”
first make an appearance? How do some hitters use
iPods to improve their skills? Which positions are
never played by lefties? Why do some players urinate
on their hands? Combining the narrative voice and
attitude of Michael Lewis with the compulsive
brilliance of Schott’s Miscellany, Watching Baseball
Smarter will increase your understanding and
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enjoyment of the sport–no matter what your level of
expertise. Features an glossary of baseball slang, an
appendix of important baseball stats, and an
appendix of uniform numbers. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Book
The past 30 years have seen an explosion in the
number and variety of baseball books and articles.
Following the lead of pioneers Bill James, John Thorn,
and Pete Palmer, researchers have steadily
challenged the ways we think about player and team
performance—and along the way revised what we
thought we knew of baseball history. This book by the
authors of Understanding Sabermetrics (2008) goes
beyond the explanation of new statistics to
demonstrate their use in solving some of the more
familiar problems of baseball research, such as how
to compare players across generations; how to
account for the effects of ballparks and rules changes;
and how to measure the effectiveness of the sacrifice
bunt or the range of the Gold Glove–winning
shortstop. Instructors considering this book for use in
a course may request an examination copy here.

Analyzing Baseball Data with R, Second
Edition
Using Twizzlers candy as the teaching tool, introduces
young readers to the math concept of percentages.

Basics of Game Design
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Once we bowled in leagues, usually after work -- but
no longer. This seemingly small phenomenon
symbolizes a significant social change that Robert
Putnam has identified in this brilliant volume, Bowling
Alone, which The Economist hailed as "a prodigious
achievement." Drawing on vast new data that reveal
Americans' changing behavior, Putnam shows how we
have become increasingly disconnected from one
another and how social structures -- whether they be
PTA, church, or political parties -- have disintegrated.
Until the publication of this groundbreaking work, no
one had so deftly diagnosed the harm that these
broken bonds have wreaked on our physical and civic
health, nor had anyone exalted their fundamental
power in creating a society that is happy, healthy, and
safe. Like defining works from the past, such as The
Lonely Crowd and The Affluent Society, and like the
works of C. Wright Mills and Betty Friedan, Putnam's
Bowling Alone has identified a central crisis at the
heart of our society and suggests what we can do.

Baseball Hacks
Predictably Irrational meets Moneyball in ESPN
veteran writer and statistical analyst Keith Law’s
iconoclastic look at the numbers game of baseball,
proving why some of the most trusted stats are
surprisingly wrong, explaining what numbers actually
work, and exploring what the rise of Big Data means
for the future of the sport. For decades, statistics such
as batting average, saves recorded, and pitching wonlost records have been used to measure individual
players’ and teams’ potential and success. But in the
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past fifteen years, a revolutionary new standard of
measurement—sabermetrics—has been embraced by
front offices in Major League Baseball and among
fantasy baseball enthusiasts. But while sabermetrics
is recognized as being smarter and more accurate,
traditionalists, including journalists, fans, and
managers, stubbornly believe that the "old" way—a
combination of outdated numbers and "gut"
instinct—is still the best way. Baseball, they argue,
should be run by people, not by numbers.? In this
informative and provocative book, teh renowned
ESPN analyst and senior baseball writer demolishes a
century’s worth of accepted wisdom, making the
definitive case against the long-established view.
Armed with concrete examples from different eras of
baseball history, logic, a little math, and lively
commentary, he shows how the allegiance to these
numbers—dating back to the beginning of the
professional game—is firmly rooted not in accuracy or
success, but in baseball’s irrational adherence to
tradition. While Law gores sacred cows, from clutch
performers to RBIs to the infamous save rule, he also
demystifies sabermetrics, explaining what these
"new" numbers really are and why they’re vital. He
also considers the game’s future, examining how
teams are using Data—from PhDs to sophisticated
statistical databases—to build future rosters; changes
that will transform baseball and all of professional
sports.

Mudball
Pitchers, the pitches they throw, and how they throw
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them -- these days it's the stuff of constant scrutiny,
but there's never been anything like a comprehensive
source for such information. That's what preeminent
baseball analyst Bill James and ESPN.com baseball
columnist Rob Neyer realized over lunch more than a
dozen years ago. Since then, they've been compiling
the centerpiece of this book, the "Pitcher Census,"
which lists specific information for nearly two
thousand pitchers, ranging throughout the history of
professional baseball. The Guide also offers: A
"dictionary" describing virtually every known pitch
The origins and development of baseball's most
important pitches Top ten lists: best fastballs, best
spitballs, and everything in between Biographies of
some of the great pitchers who have been overlooked
More knuckleballers and submariners than you ever
thought existed An open debate concerning pitcher
abuse and durability A formula for predicting the Cy
Young Award winner Something fresh and new: Bill
James' "Pitcher Codes" The Neyer/James Guide to
Pitchers is about understanding pitchers, and
baseball's action always starts with the pitchers. It's
also about entertaining debates and having a great
deal of fun with the history of a game that obsesses
so many.

Science of Hitting
Would you like to learn the winning strategy used by
all of the top pickleball players? Look no further than
this shot-by-shot guide that will take you through
every phase of the game, showing you the highest
percentage shot for about every playing situation.
Page 28/32

Download Ebook The Book Playing Percentages
In Baseball Tom M Tango
Players at all levels can benefit from this well
illustrated and easy-to-understand strategy guide.
Author Joe Baker's videos on pickleball strategy have
been watched by hundreds of thousands of fans. In
collaboration with top players and coaches in the
sport, he is now sharing the techniques and strategies
in this guide. Baker also covers topics like court
coverage teamwork and communication, dinking
targets, the pitfalls of too much aggression, ball
striking technique, and his winning philosophy.
Diagrams make the information easy to follow.
Advanced pickleball strategy is not obvious and as a
consequence, most players never reach their
potential. Not understanding the best strategy is often
what keeps a good recreational player from becoming
a tournament player. This book can help you avoid
common mistakes and help speed your way to playing
high-percentage pickleball. Quizzes at the end of each
chapter test your knowledge of the material and help
you process the advice.

Understanding Sabermetrics
By using a simple pack of playing cards, the author of
this book explains the important concepts of statistics
covering many of the topics included in introductory
statistics courses. He demonstrates: populations and
variables; parameters; percentages; probability and
sampling; sampling distribution; estimation;
hypothesis testing; and two-by-two tables. Each
chapter ends with a series of exercises to help the
student manipulate the concept under discussion.
Answers are included at the back of the text.
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Smart Baseball
The epic, behind-the-scenes story of an astounding
gap in our scientific knowledge of the cosmos. In the
past few years, a handful of scientists have been in a
race to explain a disturbing aspect of our universe:
only 4 percent of it consists of the matter that makes
up you, me, our books, and every planet, star, and
galaxy. The rest—96 percent of the universe—is
completely unknown. Richard Panek tells the dramatic
story of how scientists reached this conclusion, and
what they’re doing to find this "dark" matter and an
even more bizarre substance called dark energy.
Based on in-depth, on-site reporting and hundreds of
interviews—with everyone from Berkeley’s feisty Saul
Perlmutter and Johns Hopkins’s meticulous Adam
Riess to the quietly revolutionary Vera Rubin—the
book offers an intimate portrait of the bitter rivalries
and fruitful collaborations, the eureka moments and
blind alleys, that have fueled their search, redefined
science, and reinvented the universe.

My Greatest Day in Baseball
Over the past few decades, a multitude of advanced
hitting, pitching, fielding and base running measures
have been introduced to the baseball world. This
comprehensive sabermetrics primer will introduce you
to these new statistics with easy to understand
explanations and examples. It will illustrate the
evolution of statistics from simple traditional
measures to the more complex metrics of today. You
will learn how all the statistics are connected to
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winning and losing games, how to interpret them, and
how to apply them to performance on the field. By the
end of this book, you will be able to evaluate players
and teams through statistics more thoroughly and
accurately than you could before.

Extra Innings
During a rainy Minneapolis Millers baseball game in
1903, Little Andy Oyler has the chance to become a
hero by hitting the shortest and muddiest home run in
history.
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