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Limits to Interpretation
A fictionalized account of the life of the Russian writer relates his rebellious youth,
the political activities that resulted in a period of exile, and the impact of his
African ancestry on his writing

Dark Sun
“A subtly crafted reflection of both the bleak and golden shadings of Russian life . .
. Its tones belong more to the realm of poetry than journalism.” –The New York
Times Book Review At age twenty-five, Andrea Lee joined her husband, a Harvard
doctoral candidate in Russian history, for his eight months’ study at Moscow State
University and an additional two months in Leningrad. Published to enormous
critical acclaim in 1981, Russian Journal is the award-winning author’s penetrating,
vivid account of her everyday life as an expatriate in Soviet culture, chronicling her
fascinating exchanges with journalists, diplomats, and her Soviet contemporaries.
The winner of the Jean Stein Award from the National Academy of Arts and
Letters–and the book that launched Lee’s career as a writer–Russian Journal is a
beautiful and clear-eyed travel-writing classic. “[Lee] takes us wherever she is,
conveying a feeling of place and atmosphere that is the mark of real talent.” –The
Washington Post Book World “A book of very great charm . . . [Lee] records what
she saw and heard with unassuming delicacy and exactness.” –Newsweek From
the Trade Paperback edition.

Ralph Ellison
One of the most compelling, yet little known stories of race relations in the
twentieth century is the account of blacks who chose to leave the United States to
be involved in the Soviet Experiment in the 1920s and 1930s. Frustrated by the
limitations imposed by racism in their home country, African Americans were lured
by the promise of opportunity abroad. A number of them settled there, raised
families, and became integrated into society. The Soviet economy likewise reaped
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enormous benefits from the talent and expertise that these individuals brought,
and the all around success story became a platform for political leaders to boast
their party goals of creating a society where all members were equal. In Blacks,
Reds, and Russians, Joy Gleason Carew offers insight into the political strategies
that often underlie relationships between different peoples and countries. She
draws on the autobiographies of key sojourners, including Harry Haywood and
Robert Robinson, in addition to the writings of Claude McKay, W.E.B. Du Bois, and
Langston Hughes. Interviews with the descendents of figures such as Paul Robeson
and Oliver Golden offer rare personal insights into the story of a group of
emigrants who, confronted by the daunting challenges of making a life for
themselves in a racist United States, found unprecedented opportunities in
communist Russia.

Rush for Riches
THE BLACK RUSSIAN is the most individual of biographies and a meticulously
researched tour of the changing political and cultural landscape of the early
twentieth century. After the brutal death of his father when he was a teenager,
Frederick Thomas fled the stifling racism of the American South and headed for
New York City, where he worked as a valet and trained as a singer. Through
charisma and cunning, Thomas emigrated to Europe, where his acquired skills as a
multilingual maitre d'hôtel allowed him to travel from London to Monte Carlo
before settling in Moscow in the glorious days before the 1917 Revolution. There
Thomas became a rich and respected nightclub impresario, opening a lavish
nightclub called Maxim. With evocative backdrops in Moscow and later in Odessa
and Constantinople, where Thomas rebuilt his life after the revolution, THE BLACK
RUSSIAN is an inspiring story of personal reinvention set in one of history's richest
periods.

To End All Wars
A wide-ranging consideration of the nature and significance of Pushkin's African
heritage Roughly in the year 1705, a young African boy, acquired from the seraglio
of the Turkish sultan, was transported to Russia as a gift to Peter the Great. This
child, later known as Abram Petrovich Gannibal, was to become Peter's godson and
to live to a ripe old age, having attained the rank of general and the status of
Russian nobility. More important, he was to become the great-grandfather of
Russia's greatest national poet, Alexander Pushkin. It is the contention of the
editors of this book, borne out by the essays in the collection, that Pushkin's
African ancestry has played the role of a "wild card" of sorts as a formative
element in Russian cultural mythology; and that the ways in which Gannibal's
legacy has been included in or excluded from Pushkin's biography over the last two
hundred years can serve as a shifting marker of Russia's self-definition. The first
single volume in English on this rich topic, Under the Sky of My Africa addresses
the wide variety of interests implicated in the question of Pushkin's blackness-race
studies, politics, American studies, music, mythopoetic criticism, mainstream
Pushkin studies. In essays that are by turns biographical, iconographical, cultural,
and sociological in focus, the authors-representing a broad range of disciplines and
perspectives-take us from the complex attitudes toward race in Russia during
Pushkin's era to the surge of racism in late Soviet and post-Soviet contemporary
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Russia. In sum, Under the Sky of My Africa provides a wealth of basic material on
the subject as well as a series of provocative readings and interpretations that will
influence future considerations of Pushkin and race in Russian culture.

The Stolen Prince
Insights and reflections about being a couple with different cultural background.
Bilingual book: Russian and English. The book “My Russian Wife” is not a typical
book about love and romance. It is about how you build a loving and lasting
relationship despite of differences, but the book also contains insights about
several aspects that are just as relevant for business as for the personal life.
Quotes from the book “My experience is that women are very easy to win over if ”
“Isn’t it boring to live in Switzerland?” “But you don’t have berezka (birch trees)
here, don’t you miss the Russian berezka?!” “A nice, long and complicated toast
will always be highly regarded.” “Being a Russian mother also means believing
your child is always on the brink of starvation.” “When did you kiss mama for the
first time?”

My Russian Wife. Моя русская жена.
Raised in the steamy bayous of New Orleans in the early 1900s, LeRoi "King"
Tremain, caught up in his family's ongoing feud with the rival DuMont family,
learns to fight. But when the teenage King mistakenly kills two white deputies
during a botched raid on the DuMonts, the Tremains' fear of reprisal forces King to
flee Louisiana. King thus embarks on an adventure that first takes him to France,
where he fights in World War I as a member of the segregated 369th Battalion—in
the bigoted army he finds himself locked in combat with American soldiers as well
as with Germans. When he returns to America, he battles the Mob in Jazz Age
Harlem, the KKK in Louisiana, and crooked politicians trying to destroy a black
township in Oklahoma. King Tremain is driven by two principal forces: He wants to
be treated with respect, and he wants to create a family dynasty much like the one
he left behind in Louisiana. This is a stunning debut by novelist Guy Johnson that
provides a true depiction of the lives of African-Americans in the early decades of
the twentieth century.

Pale Fire
Winner of the Ray Allen Billington Prize and the Phillis Wheatley Book Award "An
American 'Odyssey,' the larger-than-life story of a man who travels far in the wake
of war and gets by on his adaptability and gift for gab." —Wall Street Journal A
black child born on the US-Mexico border in the twilight of slavery, William Ellis
inhabited a world divided along ambiguous racial lines. Adopting the name
Guillermo Eliseo, he passed as Mexican, transcending racial lines to become
fabulously wealthy as a Wall Street banker, diplomat, and owner of scores of mines
and haciendas south of the border. In The Strange Career of William Ellis, prizewinning historian Karl Jacoby weaves an astonishing tale of cunning and scandal,
offering fresh insights on the history of the Reconstruction era, the US-Mexico
border, and the abiding riddle of race in America.
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The Black Russian
The Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer brings to life the most intriguing woman in
the history of the world: Cleopatra, the last queen of Egypt. Her palace shimmered
with onyx, garnets, and gold, but was richer still in political and sexual intrigue.
Above all else, Cleopatra was a shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator.
Though her life spanned fewer than forty years, it reshaped the contours of the
ancient world. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal
civil war against the first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second.
Ultimately she dispensed with an ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination
were family specialties. Cleopatra appears to have had sex with only two men.
They happen, however, to have been Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, among the
most prominent Romans of the day. Both were married to other women. Cleopatra
had a child with Caesar and--after his murder--three more with his protégé. Already
she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with Antony
confirmed her status as the most influential woman of the age. The two would
together attempt to forge a new empire, in an alliance that spelled their ends.
Cleopatra has lodged herself in our imaginations ever since. Famous long before
she was notorious, Cleopatra has gone down in history for all the wrong reasons.
Shakespeare and Shaw put words in her mouth. Michelangelo, Tiepolo, and
Elizabeth Taylor put a face to her name. Along the way, Cleopatra's supple
personality and the drama of her circumstances have been lost. In a masterly
return to the classical sources, Stacy Schiff here boldly separates fact from fiction
to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order. Rich in
detail, epic in scope, Schiff 's is a luminous, deeply original reconstruction of a
dazzling life.

Golden Years of Moscow Mathematics
In Pale Fire Nabokov offers a cornucopia of deceptive pleasures: a 999-line poem
by the reclusive genius John Shade; an adoring foreword and commentary by
Shade's self-styled Boswell, Dr. Charles Kinbote; a darkly comic novel of suspense,
literary idolatry and one-upmanship, and political intrigue.

Nabokov, Rushdie, and the Transnational Imagination
A truly amazing 18th century life restored to history - Tsar's godson and nobleman,
Russian Bluebeard, engineer of genius - who began life in an African village. When
Major-General Gannibal died in 1781 in his eighties, he could look back on a long
and successful life. He was the godson of Peter the Great, the Empress Elizabeth
had given him nobility, thousands of acres, villages of serfs. His French education
and a natural gift for mathematics had led him to fame as a fireworks expert and
the architect of a string of fortifications from the Arctic Circle to China. As a
husband he was a provincial Bluebeard, but his descendants would include the
great poet Pushkin and a bevy of British aristocrats. Yet Abram Petrovich Gannibal
had been born in very different circumstances. He was a black African, perhaps
from Ethiopia, perhaps from modern Chad, sold as a child into slavery. In a brilliant
biography Hugh Barnes who has tracked Gannibal's footsteps across three
continents restores an extraordinary life to history.
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Miss Ex-Yugoslavia
First published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

Under the Sky of My Africa
A comic novel about the theater world in early Soviet Russia and a “biting attack
on censorship” (The Guardian, UK). From the author of The Master and Margarita,
this semi-autobiographical satirical novel paints a vibrant portrait of life behind the
curtains of the Russian literary and theater arenas in the early decades of the
twentieth century. Maxudov is a failed novelist who, after contemplating suicide,
adapts his novel into a play that—seemingly at random—is chosen to be produced
at the renowned Independent Theatre. As it so often does in theater, chaos
ensues—including bloodthirsty battles between the show’s two co-directors
(modeled on Stanislavsky, the famed inventor of Method Acting, and his codirector) over control of the production; near-constant drama brewing between the
actors; and the playwright’s own growing host of misgivings and insecurities about
his place in the theatrical community. With each rehearsal turning more disastrous
than the last, it becomes less and less clear whether Maxudov’s play will ever be
performed at all… “A masterpiece of black comedy.” —The Irish Times

The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who
Became a Mexican Millionaire
Using Vladimir Nabokov and Salman Rushdie's work, this study argues that
transnational fiction refuses the simple oppositions of postcolonial theory and
suggests the possibility of an inclusive global literature.

Soul to Soul
Record unemployment and rampant corporate avarice, empty houses but
homeless families, dwindling opportunities in an increasingly paralyzed
nation—these are the realities of 21st-century America, land of the free and home
of the new middle class poor. Award-winning broadcaster Tavis Smiley and Dr.
Cornel West, one of the nation’s leading democratic intellectuals, co-hosts of Public
Radio’s Smiley & West, now take on the "P" word—poverty. The Rich and the Rest
of Us is the next step in the journey that began with "The Poverty Tour: A Call to
Conscience." Smiley and West’s 18-city bus tour gave voice to the plight of
impoverished Americans of all races, colors, and creeds. With 150 million
Americans persistently poor or near poor, the highest numbers in over five
decades, Smiley and West argue that now is the time to confront the underlying
conditions of systemic poverty in America before it’s too late. By placing the
eradication of poverty in the context of the nation’s greatest moments of social
transformation— such as the abolition of slavery, woman’s suffrage, and the labor
and civil rights movements—ending poverty is sure to emerge as America’s
21st‑century civil rights struggle. As the middle class disappears and the safety net
is shredded, Smiley and West, building on the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., ask
us to confront our fear and complacency with 12 poverty changing ideas. They
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challenge us to re-examine our assumptions about poverty in America—what it
really is and how to eliminate it now.

Nabokov's Otherworld
The author, a toolmaker who accepted a one-year contract to work in the Soviet
Union in 1930 and lived there, mostly against his will, for the next forty-four years,
vividly depicts Soviet life and Soviet events during that period

Stalking Nabokov
A major reexamination of the novelist Vladimir Nabokov as "literary gamesman,"
this book systematically shows that behind his ironic manipulation of narrative and
his puzzle-like treatment of detail there lies an aesthetic rooted in his intuition of a
transcendent realm and in his consequent redefinition of "nature" and "artifice" as
synonyms. Beginning with Nabokov's discursive writings, Vladimir Alexandrov finds
his world view centered on the experience of epiphany--characterized by a sudden
fusion of varied sensory data and memories, a feeling of timelessness, and an
intuition of immortality--which grants the true artist intimations of an "otherworld."
Readings of The Defense, Invitation to a Beheading, The Gift, The Real Life of
Sebastian Knight, Lolita, and Pale Fire reveal the epiphanic experience to be a
touchstone for the characters' metaphysical insightfulness, moral makeup, and
aesthetic sensibility, and to be a structural model for how the narratives
themselves are fashioned and for the nature of the reader's involvement with the
text. In his conclusion, Alexandrov outlines several of Nabokov's possible
intellectual and artistic debts to the brilliant and variegated culture that flourished
in Russia on the eve of the Revolution. Nabokov emerges as less alienated from
Russian culture than most of his emigre readers believed, and as less "modernist"
than many of his Western readers still imagine. "Alexandrov's work is distinctive in
that it applies an `otherworld' hypothesis as a consistent context to Nabokov's
novels. The approach is obviously a fruitful one. Alexandrov is innovative in rooting
Nabokov's ethics and aesthetics in the otherwordly and contributes greatly to
Nabokov studies by examining certain key terms such as `commonsense,'
`nature,' and `artifice.' In general Alexandrov's study leads to a much clearer
understanding of Nabokov's metaphysics."--D. Barton Johnson, University of
California, Santa Barbara Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.

The Garland Companion to Vladimir Nabokov
Yelena Khanga tells the compelling story of growing up black in Russia and
journeying through cultures to learn about her forebears and meet relatives she
had never known. From the days of slavery in the cotton fields of Mississippi to the
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Moscow of Stalin and Brezhnev, from Jewish New York and Harlem in the twenties
to modern-day Los Angeles, Long Island, and Zanzibar, Soul to Soul is a fourgeneration family memoir.

Blacks, Reds, and Russians
This book carries the story of the world's first gold rush from 1849 through the freefor-all decades of the 1860s and 70's and on to the climactic year 1884. J. S.
Holliday describes California's transformation from the quietude of a Mexican
hinterland to the forefront of entrepreneurial capitalism. He follows gold mining's
swift evolution from treasure hunt to vast industry, traces the prodigal plunder of
California's virgin rivers and abundant forests, and describes improvised feats of
engineering, breathtaking in their scope and execution.

The Man Without a Face
In the spring of 1703, a young African boy stepped off a slave ship in
Constantinople, the gateway between East and West. Huddling in chains, with
other frightened captives, the seven-year-old claimed to be a prince of Abyssinia, a
"noble Moor" kidnapped and stolen out of Africa. His tragedy was shared by
millions of black people caught up in the Islamic slave trade, but his destiny was
unique: rescued by Peter the Great, the young African became Abram Petrovich
Gannibal. Russia's westernizing tsar adopted the child and, in a bizarre nature-andnurture experiment, lavished on him the best education available in the new
"European" capital of Saint Petersburg. Gannibal, the "Negro of Peter the Great,"
soared to dizzying heights as a soldier, diplomat, mathematician and spy. He was
fêted in glittering salons, from the Winter Palace to the Louvre, and came to know
Voltaire and Montesquieu, who praised him as the "dark star of Russia's
enlightenment." At the same time, his military exploits, from northern Spain to the
icy wastes of Siberia -- to say nothing of his marital problems -- sealed Gannibal's
reputation as the Russian Othello. African prince or not, the ex-slave founded a
dynasty of his own in Russia, where he came to embody the strengths and
weaknesses of the country itself -- volatile, courageous, handsome, gifted and
always astonishing. His descendants included not only Alexander Pushkin, Russia's
greatest poet, but also, in England, several Mountbattens and others close to the
royal family.

Black Snow
World War I stands as one of history’s most senseless spasms of carnage, defying
rational explanation. In a riveting, suspenseful narrative with haunting echoes for
our own time, Adam Hochschild brings it to life as never before. He focuses on the
long-ignored moral drama of the war’s critics, alongside its generals and heroes.
Thrown in jail for their opposition to the war were Britain’s leading investigative
journalist, a future winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, and an editor who,
behind bars, published a newspaper for his fellow inmates on toilet paper. These
critics were sometimes intimately connected to their enemy hawks: one of Britain’s
most prominent women pacifist campaigners had a brother who was commander
in chief on the Western Front. Two well-known sisters split so bitterly over the war
Page 7/14

Download Ebook The Black Russian Vladimir Alexandrov
that they ended up publishing newspapers that attacked each other. Today,
hundreds of military cemeteries spread across the fields of northern France and
Belgium contain the bodies of millions of men who died in the “war to end all
wars.” Can we ever avoid repeating history?

The Lost German Slave Girl
Here, for the first time, in a brilliant, panoramic portrait by the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb, is the definitive, often shocking
story of the politics and the science behind the development of the hydrogen bomb
and the birth of the Cold War. Based on secret files in the United States and the
former Soviet Union, this monumental work of history discloses how and why the
United States decided to create the bomb that would dominate world politics for
more than forty years.

The Translator's Doubts
The Russian novelist and moral philosopher Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) ranks as one
of the world s great writers, and his 'War and Peace' has been called the greatest
novel ever written. But during his long lifetime, Tolstoy also wrote enough shorter
works to fill many volumes. The message in all his stories is presented with such
humour that the reader hardly realises that it is strongly didactic. These stories
give a snapshot of Russia and its people in the late nineteenth century.

Vladimir Nabokov in Context
In this book, Brian Boyd surveys Vladimir Nabokov's life, career, and legacy; his
art, science, and thought; his subtle humor and puzzle-like storytelling; his
complex psychological portraits; and his inheritance from, reworking of, and
affinities with Shakespeare, Pushkin, Tolstoy, and Machado de Assis. Boyd also
offers new ways of reading Lolita, Pale Fire, Ada or Ardor, and the unparalleled
autobiography, Speak, Memory, disclosing otherwise unknown information about
the author's world. Sharing his personal reflections as he recounts the adventures,
hardships, and revelations of researching Nabokov's life? oeuvre?, he cautions
against using Nabokov's metaphysics as the key to unlocking all of the enigmatic
author's secrets. Assessing and appreciating Nabokov as novelist, memoirist, poet,
translator, scientist, and individual, Boyd helps us understand more than ever
Nabokov's multifaceted genius.

Standing at the Scratch Line
This volume contains articles on the history of Soviet mathematics, many of which
are personal accounts by mathematicians who witnessed and contributed to the
turbulent and glorious years of Moscow mathematics. The articles in the book
focus on mathematical developments in that era, the personal lives of Russian
mathematicians, and political events that shaped the course of scientific work in
the Soviet Union. Important contributions include an article about Luzin and his
school, based in part on documents that were released only after perestroika, and
two articles on Kolmogorov. The volume concludes with annotated bibliographies in
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English and Russian for further reading. The revised edition is appended by an
article of Tikhomirov, which provides an update and general overview of 20thcentury Moscow mathematics, and it also includes an Index of Names. This book
should appeal to mathematicians, historians, and anyone else interested in Soviet
mathematical history.

The Black Russian
Documents the Russian prime minister's rapid ascent from a low-level KGB
operative to the presidency, describing his selection by an ailing Boris Yeltsin's
oligarchy and the ways in which the author believes that his views and ambitions
have renewed Russia's threatening position to its citizens and the world. By the
author of Perfect Rigor. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.

The Enchanted Wanderer
A fascinating exploration of slavery and its laws and an unforgettable portrait of a
young woman in pursuit of freedom. “Reads like a legal thriller” (The Washington
Post). It is a spring morning in New Orleans, 1843. In the Spanish Quarter, on a
street lined with flophouses and gambling dens, Madame Carl recognizes a face
from her past. It is the face of a German girl, Sally Miller, who disappeared twentyfive years earlier. But the young woman is property, the slave of a nearby cabaret
owner. She has no memory of a “white” past. Yet her resemblance to her mother is
striking, and she bears two telltale birthmarks. In brilliant novelistic detail, awardwinning historian John Bailey reconstructs the exotic sights, sounds, and smells of
mid-nineteenth-century New Orleans, as well as the incredible twists and turns of
Sally Miller’s celebrated and sensational case. Did Miller, as her relatives sought to
prove, arrive from Germany under perilous circumstances as an indentured servant
or was she, as her master claimed, part African, and a slave for life? The Lost
German Slave Girl is a tour de force of investigative history that reads like a
suspense novel. “Bailey keeps us guessing until the end in this page-turning true
courtroom drama of 19th-century New Orleans . . . [He] brings to life the fierce
legal proceedings with vivid strokes.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

The Rich and the Rest of Us
The stories of Russian educated women, peasants, prisoners, workers, wives, and
mothers of the 1920s and 1930s show how work, marriage, family, religion, and
even patriotism helped sustain them during harsh times. The Russian Revolution
launched an eco-nomic and social upheaval that released peasant women from the
control of traditional extended families. It promised urban women equality and
created opportunities for employment and higher education. Yet, the revolution did
little to eliminate Russian patriarchal culture, which continued to undermine
women's social, sexual, eco-nomic, and political conditions. Divorce and abortion
became more widespread, but birth control remained limited, and sexual liberation
meant greater freedom for men than for women. The transformations that women
needed to gain true equality were postponed by the pov-erty of the new state and
the political agendas of leaders like Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin.
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Cleopatra
A leading Russian Symbolist poet, essayist, and mentor to an entire generation of
writers, Andrei Bely (1880-1934) achieved greatest renown for three brilliant
novels: Petersburg--which has been ranked with the masterpieces of Joyce, Kafka,
and Proust--The Silver Dove, and Kotik Letaev.

Stalin and the Scientists
The Black Russian is the incredible true story of Frederick Bruce Thomas, born in
1872 to former slaves who became prosperous farmers in Mississippi. After his
father was brutally murdered, Frederick left the South and worked as a waiter in
Chicago and Brooklyn. Seeking greater freedom, he traveled to London, then
crisscrossed Europe, and—in a highly unusual choice for a black American at the
time—went to Russia. Because he found no color line there, Frederick settled in
Moscow, becoming a rich and famous owner of variety theaters and restaurants.
When the Bolshevik Revolution ruined him, he barely escaped to Constantinople,
where he made another fortune by opening celebrated nightclubs as the "Sultan of
Jazz." However, the long arm of American racism, the xenophobia of the new
Turkish Republic, and Frederick’s own extravagance landed him in debtor’s prison.
He died in Constantinople in 1928.

Russian Journal
This translation "originally published in Great Britain, in somewhat different form,
by Impress Books Ltd., Devon, in 2012, and subsequently published in hardcover in
the United States by Alfred A. Knopf New York, in 2013"--T.p. verso.

Black on Red
Scientists throughout history, from Galileo to today’s experts on climate change,
have often had to contend with politics in their pursuit of knowledge. But in the
Soviet Union, where the ruling elites embraced, patronized, and even fetishized
science like never before, scientists lived their lives on a knife edge. The Soviet
Union had the best-funded scientific establishment in history. Scientists were
elevated as popular heroes and lavished with awards and privileges. But if their
ideas or their field of study lost favor with the elites, they could be exiled,
imprisoned, or murdered. And yet they persisted, making major contributions to
20th century science. Stalin and the Scientists tells the story of the many gifted
scientists who worked in Russia from the years leading up to the Revolution
through the death of the “Great Scientist” himself, Joseph Stalin. It weaves
together the stories of scientists, politicians, and ideologues into an intimate and
sometimes horrifying portrait of a state determined to remake the world. They
often wreaked great harm. Stalin was himself an amateur botanist, and by falling
under the sway of dangerous charlatans like Trofim Lysenko (who denied the
existence of genes), and by relying on antiquated ideas of biology, he not only
destroyed the lives of hundreds of brilliant scientists, he caused the death of
millions through famine. But from atomic physics to management theory, and from
radiation biology to neuroscience and psychology, these Soviet experts also made
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breakthroughs that forever changed agriculture, education, and medicine. A
masterful book that deepens our understanding of Russian history, Stalin and the
Scientists is a great achievement of research and storytelling, and a gripping look
at what happens when science falls prey to politics.

Gannibal
Vladimir Nabokov, bilingual writer of dazzling masterpieces, is a phenomenon that
both resists and requires contextualization. This book challenges the myth of
Nabokov as a sole genius who worked in isolation from his surroundings, as it
seeks to anchor his work firmly within the historical, cultural, intellectual and
political contexts of the turbulent twentieth century. Vladimir Nabokov in Context
maps the ever-changing sites, people, cultures and ideologies of his itinerant life
which shaped the production and reception of his work. Concise and lively essays
by leading scholars reveal a complex relationship of mutual influence between
Nabokov's work and his environment. Appealing to a wide community of literary
scholars this timely companion to Nabokov's writing offers new insights and
approaches to one of the most important, and yet most elusive writers of modern
literature.

Andrei Bely, the Major Symbolist Fiction
Chronicles the life of a former slave to James and Dolley Madison, tracing his early
years on their plantation, his service in the Madison White House household staff
and post-emancipation achievements as a first White House memoirist and father
of two Union Army soldiers.

Beyond the Color Line and the Iron Curtain
Vladimir E. Alexandrov advocates a broad revision of the academic study of
literature and proposes an adaptive, text-specific reading methodology that is
designed to minimize the circularity of interpretation inherent in the act of reading.
He illustrates this method on the example of Tolstoy’s classic novel via a detailed
"map" of the different possible readings that the novel can support. Anna Karenina
emerges as deeply conflicted, polyvalent, and quite unlike what one finds in other
critical studies.

The Greatest Short Stories of Leo Tolstoy
“Sofija Stefanovic’s beautiful memoir Miss Ex-Yugoslavia depicts the elegant transit
of a girl becoming an artist. This is a story we yearn to know: How does a girl lose
her childhood, family, and nation, yet nurture her memories, dreams, and art?
Stefanovic hits all her marks, and she keeps us in her thrall.” —Min Jin Lee, author
of Pachinko, a New York Times bestseller and National Book Award finalist “Funny
and tragic and beautiful in all the right places. I loved it.” —Jenny Lawson, #1 New
York Times bestselling author of Let’s Pretend This Never Happened and Furiously
Happy A funny, dark, and tender memoir about the immigrant experience and life
as a perpetual fish-out-of-water, from the acclaimed Serbian-Australian storyteller.
Sofija Stefanovic makes the first of many awkward entrances in 1982, when she is
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born in Belgrade, the capital of socialist Yugoslavia. The circumstances of her birth
(a blackout, gasoline shortages, bickering parents) don’t exactly get her off to a
running start. While around her, ethnic tensions are stoked by totalitarian leaders
with violent agendas, Stefanovic's early life is filled with Yugo rock, inadvisable
crushes, and the quirky ups and downs of life in a socialist state. As the political
situation grows more dire, the Stefanovics travel back and forth between faraway,
peaceful Australia, where they can’t seem to fit in, and their turbulent homeland,
which they can’t seem to shake. Meanwhile, Yugoslavia collapses into the bloodiest
European conflict in recent history. Featuring warlords and beauty queens, tiger
cubs and Baby-Sitters Clubs, Sofija Stefanovic’s memoir is a window to a
complicated culture that she both cherishes and resents. Revealing war and
immigration from the crucial viewpoint of women and children, Stefanovic
chronicles her own coming-of-age, both as a woman and as an artist who yearns to
take control of her own story. Refreshingly candid, poignant, and illuminating, Miss
Ex-Yugoslavia introduces a vital new voice to the immigrant narrative.

Red Summer
A narrative history of America's deadliest episode of race riots and lynchings After
World War I, black Americans fervently hoped for a new epoch of peace,
prosperity, and equality. Black soldiers believed their participation in the fight to
make the world safe for democracy finally earned them rights they had been
promised since the close of the Civil War. Instead, an unprecedented wave of antiblack riots and lynchings swept the country for eight months. From April to
November of 1919, the racial unrest rolled across the South into the North and the
Midwest, even to the nation's capital. Millions of lives were disrupted, and
hundreds of lives were lost. Blacks responded by fighting back with an intensity
and determination never seen before. Red Summer is the first narrative history
written about this epic encounter. Focusing on the worst riots and
lynchings—including those in Chicago, Washington, D.C., Charleston, Omaha and
Knoxville—Cameron McWhirter chronicles the mayhem, while also exploring the
first stirrings of a civil rights movement that would transform American society
forty years later.

Great Black Russian
Examining the significant influence of the Soviet Union on the work of four major
African American authors—and on twentieth-century American debates about
race—Beyond the Color Line and the Iron Curtain remaps black modernism,
revealing the importance of the Soviet experience in the formation of a black
transnationalism. Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois, Claude McKay, and Paul
Robeson each lived or traveled extensively in the Soviet Union between the 1920s
and the 1960s, and each reflected on Communism and Soviet life in works that
have been largely unavailable, overlooked, or understudied. Kate A. Baldwin takes
up these writings, as well as considerable material from Soviet sources—including
articles in Pravda and Ogonek, political cartoons, Russian translations of
unpublished manuscripts now lost, and mistranslations of major texts—to consider
how these writers influenced and were influenced by both Soviet and American
culture. Her work demonstrates how the construction of a new Soviet citizen
attracted African Americans to the Soviet Union, where they could explore a
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national identity putatively free of class, gender, and racial biases. While Hughes
and McKay later renounced their affiliations with the Soviet Union, Baldwin shows
how, in different ways, both Hughes and McKay, as well as Du Bois and Robeson,
used their encounters with the U. S. S. R. and Soviet models to rethink the
exclusionary practices of citizenship and national belonging in the United States,
and to move toward an internationalism that was a dynamic mix of antiracism,
anticolonialism, social democracy, and international socialism. Recovering what
Baldwin terms the "Soviet archive of Black America," this book forces a rereading
of some of the most important African American writers and of the transnational
circuits of black modernism.

Resilient Russian Women in the 1920s & 1930s
Using Vladimir Nabokov as its “case study,” this volume approaches translation as
a crucial avenue into literary history and theory, philosophy and interpretation. The
book attempts to bring together issues in translation and the shift in Nabokov
studies from its earlier emphasis on the “metaliterary” to the more recent
“metaphysical” approach. Addressing specific texts (both literary and cinematic),
the book investigates Nabokov’s deeply ambivalent relationship to translation as a
hermeneutic oscillation on his part between the relative stability of meaning, which
expresses itself philosophically as a faith in the beyond, and deep metaphysical
uncertainty. While Nabokov’s practice of translation changes profoundly over the
course of his career, his adherence to the Romantic notion of a “true” but
ultimately elusive metaphysical language remained paradoxically constant.

A Slave in the White House
A study of the life, work, and influence of Ralph Ellison details his poverty-stricken
Oklahoma youth, his education and involvement in New York's liberal intellectual
circles, his personal relationships, and the influence of racism on his life.
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