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Nicholas and Alexandra
Spanning 500 years of British history, a revealing look at the secret lives of some
great (and not-so-great) Britons, courtesy of one of the world’s most engaging
royal historians Beleaguered by scandal, betrayed by faithless spouses, bedeviled
by ambitious children, the kings and queens of Great Britain have been many
things, but they have never been dull. Some sacrificed everything for love, while
others met a cruel fate at the edge of an axman’s blade. From the truth behind the
supposed madness of King George to Queen Victoria’s surprisingly daring taste in
sculpture, Behind the Palace Doors ventures beyond the rumors to tell the
unvarnished history of Britain’s monarchs, highlighting the unique mix of tragedy,
comedy, romance, heroism, and incompetence that has made the British throne a
seat of such unparalleled fascination. Featuring: • stories covering every monarch,
from randy Henry VIII to reserved Elizabeth II • historical myths debunked and
surprising “Did you know . . . ?” anecdotes • four family trees spanning every royal
house, from the Tudors to the Windsors

The Last Tsar
From Nero's nagging mother (whom he found especially annoying after taking her
as his lover) to Catherine's stable of studs (not of the equine variety), here is a
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wickedly delightful look at the most scandalous royal doings you never learned
about in history class. Gleeful, naughty, sometimes perverted-like so many of the
crowned heads themselves-A Treasury of Royal Scandals presents the best (the
worst?) of royal misbehavior through the ages. From ancient Rome to Edwardian
England, from the lavish rooms of Versailles to the dankest corners of the Bastille,
the great royals of Europe have excelled at savage parenting, deadly rivalry,
pathological lust, and meeting death with the utmost indignity-or just very bad
luck.

Bad Days in History
In 1814 Napoleon Bonaparte arrived on St. Helenad surreal exile that would last
until his death six years later. "A resonant meditation on exile, fame, the stories we
tell about ourselves (and) the bigger stories we tell about our great figures."--Los
Angeles Times Book Review.

The Romanovs
Yashka, My Life as Peasant, Officer and Exile
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Profiles the Romanov Dynasty tsar as one of Russia's most forward-thinking rulers,
documenting his efforts to redefine history by bringing freedom to his country, the
use of terrorist bombings by the radicals that lived during his regime, and the
series of assassination attempts that eventually ended his life. By the author of
The Last Tsar. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.

Behind the Palace Doors
In startling new historical detail, based on original diaries and letters, is the
Romanov tragedy told from the point of view of the Tsar's third daughter, Marie,
Anastasia's closest, older sister. Marie's story is unique -- only Marie crossed the
frozen Siberian river with her parents, and only Marie shared the full 78 days and
nights in "The House of Special Purpose."

The Last Days of the Romanovs
A national bestseller, this extraordinary work of investigative reporting uncovers
the identities, and the remarkable stories, of the CIA secret agents who died
anonymously in the service of their country. In the entrance of the CIA
headquarters looms a huge marble wall into which seventy-one stars are carvedeach representing an agent who has died in the line of duty. Official CIA records
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only name thirty-five of them, however. Undeterred by claims that revealing the
identities of these "nameless stars" might compromise national security, Ted Gup
sorted through thousands of documents and interviewed over 400 CIA officers in
his attempt to bring their long-hidden stories to light. The result of this
extraordinary work of investigation is a surprising glimpse at the real lives of secret
agents, and an unprecedented history of the most compelling—and
controversial—department of the US government.

Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the Russian Ballet from the
Rule of the Tsars to Today
Russia Under Three Tsars
The Fate of the Romanovs
The Romanov dynasty has dazzled, intrigued, and confused the world for more
than three centuries. These extraordinary monarchs wielded absolute power over
the vast, violent lands of Russia. Savagery and kindness, asceticism and opulence,
piousness and cruelty existed side by side in the royal courts. New York Times
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bestselling historian Ian Grey threads his way through these turbulent centuries,
his focus on the private lives of the tsars themselves, the rulers whose personal
histories are entwined with the history of the empire. He brings to life the passions,
rages, intrigues, and greatness of the remarkable men and women who guided the
destiny of Russia and changed the world.

A Treasury of Royal Scandals
From the bestselling author of The Hidden Diary of Marie Antoinette comes a
dramatic novel and powerful love story about the last Russian imperial family. It is
1989 and Daria Gradov is an elderly grandmother living in the rural West. What
neighbors and even her children don't know, however, is that she is not who she
claims to be—the widow of a Russian immigrant of modest means. In actuality she
began her life as the Grand Duchess Tatiana, known as Tania to her parents, Tsar
Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra. And so begins the latest entrancing historical
entertainment by Carolly Erickson. At its center is young Tania, who lives a life of
incomparable luxury in pre-Revolutionary Russia, from the magnificence of the
Winter Palace in St. Petersburg to the family's private enclave outside the capital.
Tania is one of four daughters, and the birth of her younger brother Alexei is both a
blessing and a curse. When he is diagnosed with hemophilia and the key to his
survival lies in the mysterious power of the illiterate monk Rasputin, it is merely an
omen of much worse things to come. Soon war breaks out and revolution sweeps
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the family from power and into claustrophobic imprisonment in Siberia. Into Tania's
world comes a young soldier whose life she helps to save and who becomes her
partner in daring plans to rescue the imperial family from certain death.

A Treasury of Great American Scandals
A Treasury of Deception
Alexander II's Great Reforms of the early 1860s unleashed hopes among Russians
for a true civil society that would enjoy the benefits of increased political freedom
and exclusion from want. Instead, after the attempt on the Tsar's life by D. V.
Karakozov in 1866, Russian political life became trapped within a vicious circle of
political reaction, growing disillusionment with the government and intensifying
political dissent that increasingly manifested itself in acts of terrorism against
Tsarist officials. The creation of the Department of State Police in 1880, to combat
all forms of political subversion, served as a declaration of war by the Russian
government, not only against Russia's terrorists, but also against enlightened
society as a whole. The secret police acted as the vanguard of the forces of order
in this internal war, its tentacles penetrating every corner of Russian life.
Zuckerman's book is the first to place the entire history of the so-called "Okhrana"
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within the context of the political and social history of late imperial Russia. Indeed,
Zuckerman shows that, ironically, the secret police were themselves victims of the
political culture they strove to preserve.

The Last of the Tsars: Nicholas II and the Russia Revolution
Following on the heels of his national bestseller A Treasury of Royal Scandals,
Michael Farquhar turns his attention to matters a little closer to home with A
Treasury of Great American Scandals. From the unhappy family relationships of
prominent Americans to the feuds, smear campaigns, duels, and infamous sex
scandals that have punctuated our history, we see our founding fathers and other
American heroes in the course of their all-too-human events. Ineffectual
presidents, lazy generals, traitors; treacherous fathers, nagging mothers,
ungrateful children, embarrassing siblings; and stories about insanity, death, and
disturbing postmortems are all here, as are disagreeable marriages, vile habits,
and, of course, sex: good sex, bad sex, and good-bad sex too. We can take comfort
in the fact that we are no worse and no better than our forebears. But we do have
better media coverage. Bonus educational material: A brief history of the United
States, including scandals! The American Hall of Shame! A complete listing of
presidential administrations!
Page 8/27

Bookmark File PDF Secret Lives Of The Tsars Three Centuries Autocracy
Debauchery Betrayal Murder And Madness From Romanov Russia Michael
Farquhar
Alix and Nicky
“Michael Farquhar doesn’t write about history the way, say, Doris Kearns Goodwin
does. He writes about history the way Doris Kearns Goodwin’s smart-ass, reprobate
kid brother might. I, for one, prefer it.”—Gene Weingarten, two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner and Washington Post columnist Scandal! Intrigue! Cossacks! Here the
world’s most engaging royal historian chronicles the world’s most fascinating
imperial dynasty: the Romanovs, whose three-hundred-year reign was remarkable
for its shocking violence, spectacular excess, and unimaginable venality. In this
incredibly entertaining history, Michael Farquhar collects the best, most captivating
true tales of Romanov iniquity. We meet Catherine the Great, with her endless
parade of virile young lovers (none of them of the equine variety); her unhinged
son, Paul I, who ordered the bones of one of his mother’s paramours dug out of its
grave and tossed into a gorge; and Grigori Rasputin, the “Mad Monk,” whose
mesmeric domination of the last of the Romanov tsars helped lead to the
monarchy’s undoing. From Peter the Great’s penchant for personally beheading his
recalcitrant subjects (he kept the severed head of one of his mistresses pickled in
alcohol) to Nicholas and Alexandra’s brutal demise at the hands of the Bolsheviks,
Secret Lives of the Tsars captures all the splendor and infamy that was Imperial
Russia. Praise for Secret Lives of the Tsars “An accessible, exciting narrative . . .
Highly recommended for generalists interested in Russian history and those who
enjoy the seamier side of past lives.”—Library Journal (starred review) “An
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excellent condensed version of Russian history . . . a fine tale of history and
scandal . . . sure to please general readers and monarchy buffs alike.”—Publishers
Weekly “Tales from the nasty lives of global royalty . . . an easy-reading,
lightweight history lesson.”—Kirkus Reviews “Readers of this book may get a sense
of why Russians are so tolerant of tyrants like Stalin and Putin. Given their history,
it probably seems normal.”—The Washington Post From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Families, Status and Dynasties
Filled with images from the life of the Romanov family, this document to the fallen
Czars also includes anecdotes and quotations that contextualize the more than
four hundred pictures and discuss the role of this family in the fall of their dynasty,
and the rise of the Soviet Union.

Nicholas II, The Last Tsar
National Geographic author Michael Farquhar uncovers an instance of bad luck,
epic misfortune, and unadulterated mayhem tied to every day of the year. From
Caligula's blood-soaked end to hotelier Steve Wynn's unfortunate run-in with a
priceless Picasso, these 365 tales of misery include lost fortunes (like the would-be
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Apple investor who pulled out in 1977 and missed out on a $30 billion-dollar
windfall), romance gone wrong (like the 16th-century Shah who experimented with
an early form of Viagra with empire-changing results), and truly bizarre moments
(like the Great Molasses Flood of 1919). Think you’re having a bad day? Trust us, it
gets worse.

Eye of the Red Tsar
Secret Lives of the Tsars
On 17 July 1918, four young women walked down twenty-three steps into the cellar
of a house in Ekaterinburg. The eldest was twenty-two, the youngest only
seventeen. Together with their parents and their thirteen-year-old brother, they
were all brutally murdered. Their crime: to be the daughters of the last Tsar and
Tsaritsa of All the Russias. In Four Sisters acclaimed biographer Helen Rappaport
offers readers the most authoritative account yet of the Grand Duchesses Olga,
Tatiana, Maria and Anastasia. Drawing on their own letters and diaries, she paints
a vivid picture of their lives in the dying days of the Romanov dynasty. We see,
almost for the first time, their journey from a childhood of enormous privilege,
throughout which they led a very sheltered and largely simple life, to young
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womanhood - their first romantic crushes, their hopes and dreams, the difficulty of
coping with a mother who was a chronic invalid and a haeomophiliac brother, and,
latterly, the trauma of the revolution and its terrible consequences. Compellingly
readable, meticulously researched and deeply moving, Four Sisters gives these
young women a voice, and allows their story to resonate for readers almost a
century after their death.

FAITH A Secret Life
Koschei the Deathless is to Russian folklore what devils or wicked witches are to
European culture: a menacing, evil figure; the villain of countless stories which
have been passed on through story and text for generations. But Koschei has
never before been seen through the eyes of Catherynne Valente, whose
modernized and transformed take on the legend brings the action to modern
times, spanning many of the great developments of Russian history in the
twentieth century. Deathless, however, is no dry, historical tome: it lights up like
fire as the young Marya Morevna transforms from a clever child of the revolution,
to Koschei's beautiful bride, to his eventual undoing. Along the way there are
Stalinist house elves, magical quests, secrecy and bureaucracy, and games of lust
and power. All told, Deathless is a collision of magical history and actual history, of
revolution and mythology, of love and death, which will bring Russian myth back to
life in a stunning new incarnation. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
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without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The Empire of the Tsars and the Russians: The country and its
inhabitants
Russian playwright and historian Radzinsky mines sources never before available
to create a fascinating portrait of the monarch, and a minute-by-minute account of
his terrifying last days.

Four Sisters:The Lost Lives of the Romanov Grand Duchesses
It is the time of the Great Terror. Inspector Pekkala - known as the Emerald Eye was the most famous detective in all Russia. He was the favourite of the Tsar. Now
he is the prisoner of the men he once hunted. Like millions of others, he has been
sent to the gulags in Siberia and, as far as the rest of the world is concerned, he is
as good as dead. But a reprieve comes when he is summoned by Stalin himself to
investigate a crime. His mission - to uncover the men who really killed the Tsar and
his family, and to locate the Tsar's treasure. The reward for success will be his
freedom and the chance to re-unite with a woman he would have married if the
Revolution had not torn them apart. The price of failure - death. Set against the
backdrop of the paranoid and brutal country that Russia became under the rule of
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Stalin, Eye of the Red Tsar introduces a compelling new figure to readers of crime
fiction

Michael and Natasha
REDISCOVERED: EYEWITNESS HISTORY Opening with an intimate, dramatic
account of the assassination of Tsar Alexander II in 1881, this long-lost history
describes the personalities and actions of the last tsars during the years leading up
to the Russian Revolution. Glittering royals, politicians, military officers, scoundrels
and anarchists all walk across these pages as they did in life during the last years
of the tsars. Alexander II, Alexander III, and the last tsar—the ill-fated Nicholas
II—each attempted to forestall the forces of revolution. This eyewitness history is
based on exclusive access to the original manuscript memoirs of Count LorisMelikov, Tsar Alexander II's chief minister, and by the author's personal experience
in Tsar Nicholas II's government as Secretary-in-Chief of the Duma. Appendix:
Interview with Count Leo Tolstoy Edited and with an introduction by Irene Vartanoff

The Passion of Marie Romanov
In this “incredibly rich” (New York Times) definitive history of the Bolshoi Ballet,
visionary performances onstage compete with political machinations backstage. A
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critical triumph, Simon Morrison’s “sweeping and authoritative” (Guardian) work,
Bolshoi Confidential, details the Bolshoi Ballet’s magnificent history from its
earliest tumults to recent scandals. On January 17, 2013, a hooded assailant hurled
acid into the face of the artistic director, making international headlines. A lead
soloist, enraged by institutional power struggles, later confessed to masterminding
the crime. Morrison gives the shocking violence context, describing the ballet as a
crucible of art and politics beginning with the disreputable inception of the theater
in 1776, through the era of imperial rule, the chaos of revolution, the oppressive
Soviet years, and the Bolshoi’s recent $680 million renovation. With vibrant detail
including “sex scandals, double-suicide pacts, bribery, arson, executions,
prostitution rings, embezzlement, starving orphans, [and] dead cats in lieu of
flowers” (New Republic), Morrison makes clear that the history of the Bolshoi Ballet
mirrors that of Russia itself.

Deathless
Veronica is an aspiring historian living in present-day Los Angeles when she meets
a mysterious man who may be heir to the Russian throne. As she sets about
investigating the legitimacy of his claim through a winding path of romance and
deception, the ghosts of her own past begin to haunt her. Lena, a servant in the
imperial Russian court of 1902, is approached by the desperate Empress
Alexandra. After conceiving four daughters, the Empress is determined to sire a
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son and believes Lena can help her. Charlotte, a former ballerina living in World
War II occupied Paris, receives a surprise visit from a German officer. Determined
to protect her son from the Nazis, Charlotte escapes the city, but not before
learning that the officer's interest in her stems from his longstanding obsession
with the fate of the Russian monarchy.

The Camera and the Tsars
Abundant, newly discovered sources shatter long-held beliefs The collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991 revealed, among many other things, a hidden wealth of
archival documents relating to the imprisonment and eventual murder of Tsar
Nicholas II, his wife Alexandra, and their children. Emanating from sources both
within and close to the Imperial Family as well as from their captors and
executioners, these often-controversial materials have enabled a new and
comprehensive examination of one the pivotal events of the twentieth century and
the many controversies that surround it. Based on a careful analysis of more than
500 of these previously unpublished documents, along with numerous newly
discovered photos, The Fate of the Romanovs makes compelling revisions to many
long-held beliefs about the Romanovs' final months and moments.

The Race to Save the Romanovs
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Presents a look at some of the greatest deceptions in history, from the forged
document that the Vatican used to lay claim to much of Europe, to the authorship
of Hitler's diaries, to other great con artists, imposters, and scientific frauds.

The Tsarist Secret Police and Russian Society, 1880-1917
A Treasury of Foolishly Forgotten Americans
"The acclaimed author of Young Stalin and Jerusalem gives readers an accessible,
lively account--based in part on new archival material--of the extraordinary men
and women who ruled Russia for three centuries."--NoveList.

Soviet Russia Pictorial
A moment-by-moment account of the last thirteen days of the Russian Imperial
family's lives examines their imprisonment, the political maneuverings of those out
to save or destroy them, and their brutal assassinations.

The Emperor's Last Island
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A study of the marriage of the last Russian tsar and tsarina offers psychological
insights into their relationship and covers the Empress's ill health, their relationship
with confidante Ania Vyrubova, and their reliance on the infamous Rasputin.

Russia: Tsars and Commissars
The story of the love that ended an empire In this commanding book, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author Robert K. Massie sweeps readers back to the extraordinary
world of Imperial Russia to tell the story of the Romanovs’ lives: Nicholas’s political
naïveté, Alexandra’s obsession with the corrupt mystic Rasputin, and little Alexis’s
brave struggle with hemophilia. Against a lavish backdrop of luxury and intrigue,
Massie unfolds a powerful drama of passion and history—the story of a doomed
empire and the death-marked royals who watched it crumble. BONUS: This edition
contains an excerpt from Robert K. Massie's Catherine the Great. Praise for
Nicholas and Alexandra “A larger-than-life drama.”—Saturday Review “A moving,
rich book . . . [This] revealing, densely documented account of the last Romanovs
focuses not on the great events . . . but on the royal family and their evil nemesis. .
. . The tale is so bizarre, no melodrama is equal to it.”—Newsweek “A wonderfully
rich tapestry, the colors fresh and clear, every strand sewn in with a sure hand. Mr.
Massie describes those strange and terrible years with sympathy and
understanding. . . . They come vividly before our eyes.”—The New York Times “An
all-too-human picture . . . Both Nicholas and Alexandra with all their failings come
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truly alive, as does their almost storybook romance.”—Newsday “A magnificent
and intimate picture . . . Not only the main characters but a whole era become
alive and comprehensible.”—Harper’s

The Secret Daughter of the Tsar
This book takes a novel approach to family, exploring in detail how status is
inherited and maintained within families; the process of upward social mobility;
and how the roots of social decline start within families. The author also examines
how rigidly status equivalence determines choice of spouse. Exceptionally
extensive in its coverage, the book ranges from the seventeenth century to the
present day, across a large range of European countries and part of the United
States, and across several class groups, including royalty, nobility and
entrepreneurial dynasties, as well as families of professionals, artists and those in
lower ranks. The book also discusses the viability of the central sociological
concepts of class and status. The book will be of interest to scholars and students
in the areas of family sociology, history, social equality and inequality and class
and elitism research.

The File on the Tsar
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Josh Miller, 18 years old, sits in a packed courtroom, accused of the rape and
murder of his high-school girlfriend, Faith. The novel, written in first person,
recounts the dramatic saga of the last two years from Josh's point of view. Time is
layered, events are staggered, so we see the action from one character's many
different perspectives. Sometimes Josh describes extraneous events, sometimes
he turns to internal monologue. As a consequence of the novel's structure, the
reader lives the tension between the protagonist as an adolescent and as a man,
both in his real physical existence and in his thoughts. Traditional coming-of-age
themes are sharpened by Josh's ability to look back at them from the perspective
of a kid forced prematurely into adulthood.So much for general remarks. Within the
first few pages, both the reader and Josh realize that the evidence convincingly
implicates Josh. Obviously, we know that the heroine is dead; what we don't know
is why though the prosecution's first witness would seem to have told us. We next
find ourselves in the months before Josh and Faith meet. Josh's high school in an
affluent Midwestern suburb is preparing to institute a pilot program for gifted kids
taught by professors from a nearby university. Parental money talks, a room is
transformed into an ideal setting for education, the students surprise everyone,
including themselves, by their passionate interest in subjects and ideas that would
seem to constitute a formula for adolescent boredom.It is into this class of
exuberant, sometimes troubled, always brilliant young people that Faith Hansen
walks, a "new girl" from Philadelphia whose credentials are off the chart. Josh is not
interested in those credentials. Faith would seem to be the perfect girl, as sexy as
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she is smart, endowed with seductive charm and a sense of humor that won't quit.
Though "such things do not happen in his world," Josh and Faith soon hook up
intimately. Their relationship, like Faith herself, seems perfect: it is tender, sincere,
profound. The two stake out their private world, an abandoned quarry deep in the
woods whose only tie to civilization is a defunct narrow-gauge rail line. Josh builds
them a place to be alone; the quarry provides steep walls for rock climbing and a
promontory for summer diving. Much of the action of the novel takes place in and
around this idyllic setting. There is of course the school, the courthouse, the
occasional road trip.Josh's emotions as an adolescent painfully in love are
paralleled by his later struggle with Faith's absence not to mention officialdom's
apparent decision that he is the cause. These emotions peak shortly before Faith's
death, and again as the trial nears its conclusion. What happened to Faith is
revealed in shocking fashion at the end of Part II; what happened to Josh must
await the denouement of the story. I'm not going to describe these events here:
knowing them will make the novel an entirely different read

The Romanovs
A lively, compulsively browsable collection of neglected notables-from the
bestselling author of A Treasury of Royal Scandals "History," wrote Thomas Carlyle,
"is the essence of innumerable biographies." Yet countless fascinating characters
are relegated to a historical limbo. In A Treasury of Foolishly Forgotten Americans,
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Michael Farquhar has scoured the annals and rescued thirty of the most intriguing,
unusual, and yes, memorable Americans from obscurity. From the mother of
Mother's Day to Paul Revere's rival rider, the Mayflower murderer to "America's
Sherlock Holmes," these figures are more than historical runners-up-they're the
spies, explorers, patriots, and martyrs without whom history as we know it would
be very different indeed.

The Empire of the Tsars and the Russians: The institutions
In this international bestseller investigating the murder of the Russian Imperial
Family, Helen Rappaport embarks on a quest to uncover the various plots and
plans to save them, why they failed, and who was responsible. The murder of the
Romanov family in July 1918 horrified the world, and its aftershocks still
reverberate today. In Putin's autocratic Russia, the Revolution itself is considered a
crime, and its anniversary was largely ignored. In stark contrast, the centenary of
the massacre of the Imperial Family was commemorated in 2018 by a huge
ceremony attended by the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church. While the
murders themselves have received major attention, what has never been
investigated in detail are the various plots and plans behind the scenes to save the
family—on the part of their royal relatives, other governments, and Russian
monarchists loyal to the Tsar. Rappaport refutes the claim that the fault lies
entirely with King George V, as has been the traditional view for the last century.
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The responsibility for failing the Romanovs must be equally shared. The question of
asylum for the Tsar and his family was an extremely complicated issue that
presented enormous political, logistical and geographical challenges at a time
when Europe was still at war. Like a modern day detective, Helen Rappaport draws
on new and never-before-seen sources from archives in the US, Russia, Spain and
the UK, creating a powerful account of near misses and close calls with a
heartbreaking conclusion. With its up-to-the-minute research, The Race to Save the
Romanovs is sure to replace outdated classics as the final word on the fate of the
Romanovs.

The Book of Honor
A riveting account of the last eighteen months of Tsar Nicholas II's life and reign
from one of the finest Russian historians writing today. In March 1917, Nicholas II,
the last Tsar of All the Russias, abdicated and the dynasty that had ruled an empire
for three hundred years was forced from power by revolution. Now, on the
hundredth anniversary of that revolution, Robert Service, the eminent historian of
Russia, examines Nicholas's life and thought from the months before his
momentous abdication to his death, with his family, in Ekaterinburg in July 1918.
The story has been told many times, but Service's deep understanding of the
period and his forensic examination of previously untapped sources, including the
Tsar's diaries and recorded conversations, as well as the testimonies of the official
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inquiry, shed remarkable new light on his troubled reign, also revealing the kind of
Russia that Nicholas wanted to emerge from the Great War. The Last of the Tsars is
a masterful study of a man who was almost entirely out of his depth, perhaps even
willfully so. It is also a compelling account of the social, economic and political
ferment in Russia that followed the February Revolution, the Bolshevik seizure of
power in October 1917 and the beginnings of Lenin's Soviet socialist republic.

The Curse of the Romanovs
Alexander II
The character of the last Tsar, Nicholas II (1868-1918) is crucial to understanding
the overthrow of tsarist Russia, the most significant event in Russian history.
Nicholas became Tsar at the age of 26. Though a conscientious man who was
passionate in his devotion to his country, he was weak, sentimental, dogmatic and
indecisive. Ironically he could have made an effective constitutional monarch, but
these flaws rendered him fatally unsuited to be the sole ruler of a nation that was
in the throes of painful modernization. That he failed is not surprising, for many
abler monarchs could not have succeeded. Rather to be wondered at is that he
managed, for 23 years, to hold on to power despite the overwhelming force of
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circumstances. Though Nicholas was exasperating, he had many endearing
qualities. A modern audience, aware - as contemporaries were not - of the private
pressures under which he lived, can empathize with him and forgive some of his
errors of judgement. To some readers he seems a fool, to others a monster, but
many are touched by the story of a well-meaning man doing his best under
impossible conditions. He is, in other words, a biographical subject that engages
readers whatever their viewpoint. His family was of great importance to Nicholas.
He and his wife, Alexandra, married for love and retained this affection to the end
of their lives. His four daughters, all different and intriguing personalities, were
beautiful and charming. His son, the family's - and the nation's - hope for the
future, was disabled by an illness that had to be concealed from Russia and from
the world. It was this circumstance that made possible the nefarious influence of
Rasputin, which in turn hastened the end of the dynasty. This story has everything:
romance and tragedy, grandeur and misery, human frailty and an international
catastrophe that would not only bring down the Tsar but put an end to the
glittering era of European monarchies.

The Tsarina's Daughter
The world was told that the last Tsar of Russia and his family were butchered in the
'cellar massacre' at Ekaterinburg in 1918. Yet diplomats and reporters did not
believe it. And the longest court case of the century failed to explode Anna
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Anderson's claim to be the Tsar's youngest daughter, Grand Duchess
Anastasia.Anthony Summers and Tom Mangold spent five years tracking down
witnesses and long-lost documents. The search led to Moscow, Tokyo and
Washington and their persistence finally paid off when they found a suppressed
official dossier - the File on the Tsar. It shows that the public was fed a lie. The
Romanovs did not all die at Ekaterinburg, but became pawns in an international
power game, involving Lenin, the Kaiser, the British Royal Family and British
Intelligence. And in London, over 80 years later, the cover-up goes on.
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