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Death at an Early Age
Reclaim Your Fire "Teaching with Fire is a glorious
collection of the poetry that has restored the faith of
teachers in the highest, most transcendent values of
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their work with children.Those who want us to believe
that teaching is a technocratic and robotic skill devoid
of art or joy or beauty need to read this powerful
collection. So, for that matter, do we all." ?Jonathan
Kozol, author of Amazing Grace and Savage
Inequalities "When reasoned argument fails, poetry
helps us make sense of life. A few well-chosen
images, the spinning together of words creates a way
of seeing where we came from and lights up
possibilities for where we might be going.Dip in, read,
and ponder; share with others. It's inspiration in the
very best sense." ?Deborah Meier, co-principal of The
Mission Hill School, Boston and founder of a network
of schools in East Harlem, New York "In the Confucian
tradition it is said that the mark of a golden era is that
children are the most important members of the
society and teaching is the most revered profession.
Our jour ney to that ideal may be a long one, but it is
books like this that will sustain us - for who are we all
at our best save teachers, and who matters more to
us than the children?" ?Peter M. Senge, founding
chair, SoL (Society for Organizational Learning) and
author of The Fifth Discipline Those of us who care
about the young and their education must find ways
to remember what teaching and learning are really
about. We must find ways to keep our hearts alive as
we serve our students. Poetry has the power to keep
us vital and focused on what really matters in life and
in schooling. Teaching with Fire is a wonderful
collection of eighty-eight poems from such well-loved
poets as Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes, Billy
Collins, Emily Dickinson, and Pablo Neruda. Each of
these evocative poems is accompanied by a brief
story from a teacher explaining the significance of the
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poem in his or her life's work. This beautiful book also
includes an essay that describes how poetry can be
used to grow both personally and professionally.
Teaching With Fire was written in partnership with the
Center for Teacher Formation and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation. Royalties from this book will be
used to fund scholarship opportunities for teachers to
grow and learn.

Pedagogy of the Oppressed
During the 1980s, widespread dissatisfaction with
America's schools gave rise to a powerful movement
for educational change, and the nation's political
institutions responded with aggressive reforms.
Chubb and Moe argue that these reforms are destined
to fail because they do not get to the root of the
problem. The fundamental causes of poor academic
performance, they claim, are not to be found in the
schools, but rather in the institutions of direct
democratic control by which the schools have
traditionally been governed. Reformers fail to solve
the problem-when the institutions ARE the problem.
The authors recommend a new system of public
education, built around parent-student choice and
school competition, that would promote school
autonomy—thus providing a firm foundation for
genuine school improvement and superior student
achievement.

A Chance to Make History
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Hope Against Hope
A profile of impoverished children in Mott Haven,
South Bronx, reveals the human realities of their
difficult lives and poses critical questions about the
value of such children to an unsupportive nation.
125,000 first printing. Tour.

God's Choice
Nickel and Dimed
Joel Spring’s American Education introduces readers
to the historical, political, social, and legal foundations
of education and to the profession of teaching in the
United States. In his signature straightforward and
concise approach to describing complex issues,
Spring illuminates events and topics and that are
often overlooked or whitewashed, giving students the
opportunity to engage in critical thinking about
education. In this edition he looks closely at the global
context of education in the U.S. Featuring current
information and challenging perspectives—with
scholarship that is often cited as a primary source,
students will come away from this clear, authoritative
text informed on the latest topics, issues, and data
and with a strong knowledge of the forces shaping of
the American educational system. Changes in the
17th Edition include new and updated material and
statistics on economic theories related to "skills"
education and employability the conflict between a
skills approach and cultural diversity political
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differences regarding education among the
Republican, Democratic, Libertarian and Green parties
social mobility and equality of opportunity as related
to schooling global migration and student diversity in
US schools charter schools and home schooling

Why is Corporate America Bashing Our
Public Schools?
The author offers his personal take on America's
poverty-stricken urban neighborhoods, recalling the
lessons he has learned from time spent among the
nation's poorest people.

Savage Inequalities
How do other countries create “smarter” kids? What
is it like to be a child in the world’s new education
superpowers? The Smartest Kids in the World “gets
well beneath the glossy surfaces of these foreign
cultures and manages to make our own culture look
newly strange.The question is whether the startling
perspective provided by this masterly book can also
generate the will to make changes” (The New York
Times Book Review). In a handful of nations, virtually
all children are learning to make complex arguments
and solve problems they’ve never seen before. They
are learning to think, in other words, and to thrive in
the modern economy. Inspired to find answers for our
own children, author and Time magazine journalist
Amanda Ripley follows three Americans embedded in
these countries for one year. Kim, fifteen, raises
$10,000 so she can move from Oklahoma to Finland;
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Eric, eighteen, trades his high-achieving Minnesota
suburb for a booming city in South Korea; and Tom,
seventeen, leaves a historic Pennsylvania village for
Poland. Through these young informants, Ripley
meets battle-scarred reformers, sleep-deprived
zombie students, and a teacher who earns $4 million
a year. Their stories, along with groundbreaking
research into learning in other cultures, reveal a
pattern of startling transformation: none of these
countries had many “smart” kids a few decades ago.
Things had changed. Teaching had become more
rigorous; parents had focused on things that
mattered; and children had bought into the promise
of education.

Young, Gifted and Black
A moving portrait of school reform in New Orleans
through the eyes of the students and educators living
it.

The Shame of the Nation
The Smartest Kids in the World
The author shared personal reflections, anecdotes,
wisdom, and guidance in his letters to Francesca, a
first-year teacher, as he attempted to help her deal
with the challenges she faced and encouraged her to
do her best.

Ordinary Resurrections
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Only half of our nation's minority students graduate
from high school. Dropouts in America confronts the
challenges facing urban schools, as well as strategies
to combat increasing high school dropout rates in the
face of higher academic expectations.

Children of the Revolution
Discusses how school choice, misapplied standards of
accountability, the No Child Left Behind mandate, and
the use of a corporate model have all led to a decline
in public education and presents arguments for a
return to strong neighborhood schools and quality
teaching.

Letters to a Young Teacher
It is startling and it is shaming: in a country that
prides itself on being among the most enlightened in
the world, 25 million American adults cannot read the
poison warnings on a can of pesticide, a letter from
their child’s teacher, or the front page of a
newspaper. An additional 35 million read below the
level needed to function successfully in our society.
The United States ranks forty-ninth among 158
member nations of the UN in literacy, and wastes
over $100 billion annually as a result. The problem is
not merely an embarrassment, it is a social and
economic disaster. In Illiterate America, Jonathan
Kozol, author of National Book Award-winning Death
at an Early Age, addresses this national disgrace.
Combining hard statistics and heartrending stories, he
describes the economic and the human costs of
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illiteracy. Kozol analyses and condemns previous
government action—and inaction—and, in a
passionate call for reform, he proposes a specific
program to conquer illiteracy. One out of every three
American adults cannot read this book—which is why
everyone else must.

The Bridge to Brilliance
When Mike Feinberg and Dave Levin signed up for
Teach for America right after college and found
themselves utter failures in the classroom, they
vowed to remake themselves into superior educators.
They did that—and more. In their early twenties, by
sheer force of talent and determination never to take
no for an answer, they created a wildly successful fifthgrade experience that would grow into the Knowledge
Is Power Program (KIPP), which today includes sixtysix schools in nineteen states and the District of
Columbia. KIPP schools incorporate what Feinberg and
Levin learned from America's best, most charismatic
teachers: lessons need to be lively; school days need
to be longer (the KIPP day is nine and a half hours);
the completion of homework has to be sacrosanct
(KIPP teachers are available by telephone day and
night). Chants, songs, and slogans such as "Work
hard, be nice" energize the program. Illuminating the
ups and downs of the KIPP founders and their
students, Mathews gives us something quite rare: a
hopeful book about education.

Gross Greg
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “An impassioned
book, laced with anger and indignation, about how
our public education system scorns so many of our
children.”—The New York Times Book Review In 1988,
Jonathan Kozol set off to spend time with children in
the American public education system. For two years,
he visited schools in neighborhoods across the
country, from Illinois to Washington, D.C., and from
New York to San Antonio. He spoke with teachers,
principals, superintendents, and, most important,
children. What he found was devastating. Not only
were schools for rich and poor blatantly unequal, the
gulf between the two extremes was widening—and it
has widened since. The urban schools he visited were
overcrowded and understaffed, and lacked the basic
elements of learning—including books and, all too
often, classrooms for the students. In Savage
Inequalities, Kozol delivers a searing examination of
the extremes of wealth and poverty and calls into
question the reality of equal opportunity in our
nation’s schools. Praise for Savage Inequalities “I was
unprepared for the horror and shame I felt. . . .
Savage Inequalities is a savage indictment. . . .
Everyone should read this important book.”—Robert
Wilson, USA Today “Kozol has written a book that
must be read by anyone interested in
education.”—Elizabeth Duff, Philadelphia Inquirer
“The forces of equity have now been joined by a
powerful voice. . . . Kozol has written a searing exposé
of the extremes of wealth and poverty in America’s
school system and the blighting effect on poor
children, especially those in cities.”—Emily Mitchell,
Time “Easily the most passionate, and certain to be
the most passionately debated, book about American
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education in several years . . . A classic American
muckraker with an eloquent prose style, Kozol offers .
. . an old-fashioned brand of moral outrage that will
affect every reader whose heart has not yet turned to
stone.”—Entertainment Weekly

Teaching with Fire
New York Times Bestseller: The shadowy world of “off
the books” businesses—from marijuana to migrant
workers—brought to life by the author of Fast Food
Nation. America’s black market is much larger than
we realize, and it affects us all deeply, whether or not
we smoke pot, rent a risqué video, or pay our kids’
nannies in cash. In Reefer Madness, the awardwinning investigative journalist Eric Schlosser turns
his exacting eye to the underbelly of American
capitalism and its far-reaching influence on our
society. Exposing three American mainstays—pot,
porn, and illegal immigrants—Schlosser shows how
the black market has burgeoned over the past several
decades. He also draws compelling parallels between
underground and overground: how tycoons and
gangsters rise and fall, how new technology shapes a
market, how government intervention can
reinvigorate black markets as well as mainstream
ones, and how big business learns—and profits—from
the underground. “Captivating . . . Compelling tales of
crime and punishment as well as an illuminating
glimpse at the inner workings of the underground
economy. The book revolves around two figures: Mark
Young of Indiana, who was sentenced to life in prison
without parole for his relatively minor role in a
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marijuana deal; and Reuben Sturman, an enigmatic
Ohio man who built and controlled a formidable
pornography distribution empire before finally being
convicted of tax evasion. . . . Schlosser unravels an
American society that has ‘become alienated and at
odds with itself.’ Like Fast Food Nation, this is an eyeopening book, offering the same high level of
reporting and research.” —Publishers Weekly

Teaching with Intention
In 1954 the Supreme Court decided Brown v. Board of
Education; ten years later, Congress enacted the Civil
Rights Act. These monumental changes in American
law dramatically expanded educational opportunities
for racial and ethnic minority children across the
country. They also changed the experiences of white
children, who have learned in increasingly diverse
classrooms. The authors of this commemorative
volume include leading scholars in law, education,
and public policy, as well as important historical
figures. Taken together, the chapters trace the
narrative arc of school desegregation in the United
States, beginning in California in the 1940s,
continuing through Brown v. Board, the Civil Rights
Act, and three important Supreme Court decisions
about school desegregation and voluntary integration
in 1974, 1995, and 2007. The authors also assess the
status of racial and ethnic equality in education today
and consider the viability of future legal and policy
reform in pursuit of the goals of Brown v. Board. This
remarkable collection of voices in conversation with
one another lays the groundwork for future
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discussions about the relationship between law and
educational equality, and ultimately for the creation
of new public policy. A valuable reference for scholars
and students alike, this dynamic text is an important
contribution to the literature by an outstanding group
of authors.

The Death and Life of the Great
American School System
A Library Journal Best Book of 2015 National Book
Award winner Jonathan Kozol is best known for his
fifty years of work among our nation’s poorest and
most vulnerable children. Now, in the most personal
book of his career, he tells the story of his father’s life
and work as a nationally noted specialist in disorders
of the brain and his astonishing ability, at the onset of
Alzheimer’s disease, to explain the causes of his
sickness and then to narrate, step-by-step, his slow
descent into dementia. Dr. Harry Kozol was born in
Boston in 1906. Classically trained at Harvard and
Johns Hopkins, he was an unusually intuitive clinician
with a special gift for diagnosing interwoven elements
of neurological and psychiatric illnesses in highly
complicated and creative people. “One of the most
intense relationships of his career,” his son recalls,
“was with Eugene O’Neill, who moved to Boston in the
last years of his life so my father could examine him
and talk with him almost every day.” At a later stage
in his career, he evaluated criminal defendants
including Patricia Hearst and the Boston Strangler,
Albert H. DeSalvo, who described to him in detail
what was going through his mind while he was killing
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thirteen women. But The Theft of Memory is not
primarily about a doctor’s public life. The heart of the
book lies in the bond between a father and his son
and the ways that bond intensified even as Harry’s
verbal skills and cogency progressively abandoned
him. “Somehow,” the author says, “all those hours
that we spent trying to fathom something that he
wanted to express, or summon up a vivid piece of
seemingly lost memory that still brought a smile to
his eyes, left me with a deeper sense of intimate
connection with my father than I’d ever felt before.”
Lyrical and stirring, The Theft of Memory is at once a
tender tribute to a father from his son and a richly
colored portrait of a devoted doctor who lived more
than a century.

Biology for the IB Diploma Coursebook
At age sixteen, Sara Shandler read Mary Pipher's
Reviving Ophelia, the national bestseller that candidly
explored the unique issues that challenge girls in their
struggle toward womanhood. Moved by Pipher's
insight yet driven to hear the unfiltered voices of
today's adolescent girls, Shandler yearned to speak
for herself, and to provide a forum for other Ophelias
to do so as well. A poignant collection of original
pieces selected from more than eighthundred
contributions, Ophelia Speaks culls writings from the
hearts of girls nationwide, of various races, religions,
and socioeconomic backgrounds. Ranging in age from
twelve to eighteen, the voices here offer a
provocative and piercingly real view on issues public
and private, from body image to boys, politics to
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parents, school to sex. Framing each chapter are
Shandler's own personal reflections, offering both the
comfort of a trusted friend and an honest perspective
from within the whirlwind of adolescence. In these
pages, you will see your best friend, your daughter,
your sister--and yourself. At once filled with
heartbreak and hope, in these pages Ophelia speaks.

First Blood
Where exactly did high-stakes testing come from
anyway? Neither parents, teachers, administrators,
nor school boards demanded it, and now many
communities feel powerless to reverse its appalling
effect on our schools. Hot on the heels of the testing
masterminds and peeling back layer upon layer of
documentation, Kathy Emery and Susan Ohanian
found a familiar scent at the end of the paper trail.
Corporate money. CEOs and American big business
have blanketed United States public education
officials with their influence and, as Emery and
Ohanian prove, their fifteen year drive to
undemocratize public education has yielded a manytentacled private-public monster. With stunning
clarity and meticulous research, Emery and Ohanian
take you on a tour of board rooms, rightist think
tanks, nonprofit "concerned citizens groups," and
governmental agencies to expose the real story of
how current education reform arose, how its
deceptive rhetoric belies its goals, and the true nature
of its polarizing and disenfranchising mission. Why is
corporate America bashing our schools? Because it's
in their interests - not yours. What can you do to
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promote your best educational interests? Read this
expose and get ready to dismantle the educationreform machine.

Politics, Markets, and America's Schools
Offers advice for teachers on defining their own
principles and values and applying them to teaching
practices, covering such topics as classroom set up,
lesson plans, and assessments.

Girl in a Cage
Our sharpest and most original social critic goes
"undercover" as an unskilled worker to reveal the
dark side of American prosperity. Millions of
Americans work full time, year round, for povertylevel wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to
join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric
surrounding welfare reform, which promised that a
job -- any job -- can be the ticket to a better life. But
how does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6 an
hour? To find out, Ehrenreich left her home, took the
cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted
whatever jobs she was offered. Moving from Florida to
Maine to Minnesota, she worked as a waitress, a hotel
maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a
Wal-Mart sales clerk. She lived in trailer parks and
crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she
discovered that no job is truly "unskilled," that even
the lowliest occupations require exhausting mental
and muscular effort. She also learned that one job is
not enough; you need at least two if you int to live
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indoors. Nickel and Dimed reveals low-rent America in
all its tenacity, anxiety, and surprising generosity -- a
land of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand
desperate stratagems for survival. Read it for the
smoldering clarity of Ehrenreich's perspective and for
a rare view of how "prosperity" looks from the
bottom. You will never see anything -- from a motel
bathroom to a restaurant meal -- in quite the same
way again.

The Theft of Memory
In this hilarious rhyming picture book, Greg enjoys
eating his boogers despite the protest of everyone he
encounters.

A Hope in the Unseen
From New York Times bestselling author, David
Morrell, comes a classic thriller that introduced the
character of Rambo, one of the most iconic action
heroes of the twentieth century. Called “the father of
the modern action novel,” FIRST BLOOD changed the
genre. Although the book and the film adaptation
have similarities, they are very different, especially its
unexpected ending and its greater intensity. If you’ve
only experienced the film, you’re in for a surprise.
Once they were soldiers. Rambo, the ragged kid
whose presence in town is considered a threat. And
Teasle, the Chief of Police of Madison, Kentucky. Both
have been trained to kill: Rambo in Vietnam, Teasle in
Korea. They learned different military tactics, different
ways of death and survival in two different wars. Now,
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without warning, they are enemies in a civilian
combat that becomes a chase through the woods and
mountains and caves above the town. As we follow
them, we understand that once a man has been
trained as a killer, perhaps he is changed forever.
Award-winning FIRST BLOOD was published in 1972,
was translated into 26 languages, and has never been
out of print. It was one of the first novels to deal with
post-traumatic stress disorder. David’s novelizations
for RAMBO (FIRST BLOOD PART II) and RAMBO III are
available as e-books. They’re quite different from the
films and include revealing introductions. See also
David’s RAMBO AND ME: THE STORY BEHIND THE
STORY. Critical reactions: “A fine novel. . . . When
Johnny comes marching home this time, watch out.”
—The New York Times Sunday Book Review “A firstrate thriller.” —Newsweek “One of the finest chase
novels you will ever read.” —Minneapolis Tribune “A
terrific thriller.” —Saturday Review “One hell of a
hard, fast novel.” —John D. MacDonald

Ophelia Speaks
Is Bethany Baptist Academy God's choice? Ask the
fundamentalist Christians who teach there or whose
children attend the academy, and their answer will be
a yes as unequivocal as their claim that the Bible is
God's inerrant, absolute word. Is this truth or
arrogance? In God's Choice, Alan Peshkin offers
readers the opportunity to consider this question in
depth. Given the outsider's rare chance to observe
such a school firsthand, Peshkin spent eighteen
months studying Bethany's high school—interviewing
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students, parents, and educators, living in the home
of Bethany Baptist Church members, and
participating fully in the church's activities. From this
intimate research he has fashioned a rich account of
Christian schooling and an informed analysis of a
clear alternative to public education.

American Education
ABOUT THE BOOK "Raw sewage" and "jail" may not
be the first words that come to mind in terms of what
might be found in a treatise on public school funding.
Yet, these terms, along with privilege, poverty,
racism, injustice, wealth, and equity/inequity, sum up
the major themes of "Savage Inequalities: Children in
America's Schools," one of nearly a dozen books
about the state of American public school education
by Jonathan Kozol. The book was researched and
written in the late 1980's and published in 1991 as
the seventh in Kozol's ongoing critique of the myriad
failures of education of American children, particularly
children born into poverty. "Savage Inequalities"
focuses on funding disparities between urban schools
in the North, South, East and Midwest regions of the
USA, and the lifetime impact these disparities have on
the students, the teachers and the communities.
These factors almost ensure, to use Kozol's phrasing,
that the generals' children will have the option (and
implied likelihood) of becoming generals, and the
soldiers' children will only become soldiers, and only if
they survive their public school experience. Kozol, a
former teacher, and writer, spent nearly three years
traveling around the United States, visiting public
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schools, and talking with then current and former
students, teachers, principals, district administrators
and students' families. He observed classes and
describes (often in painful detail) the facilities, and
the communities in the school. He enumerates, again
and again throughout the book about, the canyonsized gaps in per-pupil spending between schools and
districts that serve the children of the wealthy, who
are most often white, and those that serve the
children of the poor, who are most often black and
Latino. Although, a school serving Appalachian
children is also included among the under-served.
MEET THE AUTHOR Deborah is a lifelong writer, nonviolence activist, artist, voracious reader, public
school teacher and world traveler and practical
optimist. She lives by Thoreau's epigrammatic
suggestion, "Go confidently in the direction of your
dreams. Live the life you have imagined." After
growing up in a suburb of New York City, she moved
to the San Francisco Bay Area, where she has lived
since 1977. By day, Deborah teaches high school in
Oakland, and when not at school, she makes it a point
to enjoy the moveable feast (with apologies to
Hemingway) offered up here every day. She attended
San Francisco State and Cal State East Bay/Hayward,
which resulted in degrees in art and education, as
well as a couple of teaching credentials. EXCERPT
FROM THE BOOK "Savage Inequalities: Children in
America's Schools" is a book about numbers more
than about children. However, children's voices, as
well as the voices of other school staff, are heard
throughout. But the numbers are the foundation of
the story: numbers of dollars spent in wealthy
districts, the smaller number spent in poor districts,
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numbers of students in classes, tax rates, high school
dropout rates, test scores, teacher salaries, attrition
rate of teachers, percentages of graduates and nongraduates, the size of the senior class vs. the
freshman class, length of tenure of school principals
and superintendents, rates of teen age pregnancies.
But most often repeated figure is the amount of
funding per pupil here as opposed to there, and the
resultant regrettable conditions that follow. As Kozol
travels from East St. Louis to Chicago, from
Philadelphia to New York City, from Camden (New
Jersey) to Detroit, from San Antonio to Washington
D.C, the portrait of schools serving
predominantly/exclusively African American and
Latino children, is a bleak and heart-breaking. He
portrays school buildings whose walls are literally
crumbling, scores of classrooms without teachers,
classes without classrooms, and resources so
inadequate that there are not even enough texts for
each student to have during class

The Flat World and Education
For two years, beginning in 1988, Jonathan Kozol
visited schools in neighborhoods across the country,
from Illinois to Washington D.C., and from New York to
San Antonio. He spoke with teachers, principals,
superintendents, and, most important, children. What
he found was devastating. Not only were schools for
rich and poor blatantly unequal, the gulf between the
two extremes was widening—and it has widened
since. The urban schools he visited were overcrowded
and understaffed, and lacked the basic elements of
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learning—including books and, all too often,
classrooms for the students. In Savage Inequalities,
Kozol delivers a searing examination of the extremes
of wealth and poverty and calls into question the
reality of equal opportunity in our nation's schools.

Schooling in Capitalist America
Biology for the IB Diploma, second edition covers in
full the requirements of the IB syllabus for Biology
implemented in 2014.

Illiterate America
Young, Gifted, and Black is a unique joint effort by
three leading African-American scholars to radically
reframe the debates swirling around the achievement
of African-American students in school. In three
separate but allied essays, Theresa Perry, Claude
Steele, and Asa Hilliard place students' social identity
as African-Americans at the very center of the
discussion. They all argue that the unique social and
cultural position Black students occupy, in a society
which often devalues and stereotypes African
American identity, fundamentally shapes students'
experience of school and sets up unique obstacles.
And they all argue that a proper understanding of the
forces at work can lead to practical, powerful methods
for promoting high achievement at all levels. Theresa
Perry argues that African-American students face
dilemmas, founded in the experience of race and
ethnicity in America, that make the task of
achievement distinctive and difficult. (For instance:
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"How do I commit myself to achieve, to work hard
over time in school, if I cannot predict when or under
what circumstances this hard work will be
acknowledged and recognized?") She uncovers a rich
and powerful African- American philosophy of
education, historically forged against such obstacles
and capable of addressing them, by reading AfricanAmerican narratives from Frederick Douglass to Maya
Angelou. She carefully critiques the most popular
theoretical explanations for group differences in
achievement. And she lays out how educators todayin a postcivil rights era-can draw on theory and on the
historical power of the African-American philosophy
and tradition of education to reorganize the school
experience of African-American students. Claude
Steele reports stunningly clear empirical
psychological evidence that when Black students
believe they are being judged as members of a
stereotyped group rather than as individuals, they do
worse on tests. He finds the mechanism, which he
calls "stereotype threat," to be a quite general one,
affecting women's performance in mathematics, for
instance, where stereotypes about gender operate.
He analyzes the subtle psychology of stereotype
threat and reflects on the broad implications of his
research for education, suggesting techniques-based
again on evidence from controlled psychological
experiments-that teachers and mentors and schools
can use to counter stereotype threat's powerful
effect. Asa Hilliard's ends essay, against a variety of
false theories and misguided views of African
American achievement, and focuses on actual schools
and programs and teachers around the country that
allow African-American students achieve at high
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levels, describing what they are like and what makes
them work. Young, Gifted, and Black will change the
way we think and talk about African American student
achievement and will be necessary reading on this
topic for years to come.

Dropouts in America
In a reporting tour de force, award-winning journalist
Steven Brill takes an uncompromising look at the
adults who are fighting over America’s failure to
educate its children—and points the way to reversing
that failure. IN a reporting tour de force, awardwinning journalist Steven Brill takes an
uncompromising look at the adults who are fighting
over America’s failure to educate its children—and
points the way to reversing that failure. Brill’s vivid
narrative—filled with unexpected twists and
turns—takes us from the Oval Office, where President
Obama signs off on an unprecedented plan that will
infuriate the teachers’ unions because it offers billions
to states that win an education reform “contest”; to
boisterous assemblies, where parents join the fight
over their children’s schools; to a Fifth Avenue
apartment, where billionaires plan a secret fund to
promote school reform; to a Colorado high school,
where students who seemed destined to fail are
instead propelled to college; to state capitols across
the country, where school reformers hoping to win
Obama’s “contest” push bills that would have been
unimaginable a few years ago. It’s the story of an
unlikely army—fed-up public school parents, Ivy
League idealists, hedge-funders, civil rights activists,
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conservative Republicans, insurgent
Democrats—squaring off against unions that the
reformers claim are protecting a system that works
for the adults but victimizes the children. Class
Warfare is filled with extraordinary people taking
extraordinary paths: a young woman who goes into
teaching almost by accident, then becomes so
talented and driven that fighting burnout becomes
her biggest challenge; an antitrust lawyer who almost
brought down Bill Gates’s Microsoft and now forms a
partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates to overhaul
New York’s schools; a naïve Princeton student who
launches an army of school reformers with her senior
thesis; a California teachers’ union lobbyist who
becomes the mayor of Los Angeles and then the
union’s prime antagonist; a stubborn young teacher
who, as a child growing up on Park Avenue, had been
assumed to be learning disabled but ends up cofounding the nation’s most successful charter schools;
and an anguished national union leader who walks a
tightrope between compromising enough to save her
union and giving in so much that her members will
throw her out. Brill not only takes us inside their rollercoaster battles, he also concludes with a surprising
prescription for what it will take from both sides to put
the American dream back in America’s schools.

Rachel and Her Children
It is 1993, and Cedric Jennings is a bright and
ferociously determined honor student at Ballou, a
high school in one of Washington D.C.’s most
dangerous neighborhoods, where the dropout rate is
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well into double digits and just 80 students out of
more than 1,350 boast an average of B or better. At
Ballou, Cedric has almost no friends. He eats lunch in
a classroom most days, plowing through the extra
work he has asked for, knowing that he’s really
competing with kids from other, harder schools.
Cedric Jennings’s driving ambition–which is fully
supported by his forceful mother–is to attend a topflight college. In September 1995, after years of near
superhuman dedication, he realizes that ambition
when he begins as a freshman at Brown University. In
this updated edition, A Hope in the Unseen chronicles
Cedric’s odyssey during his last two years of high
school, follows him through his difficult first year at
Brown, and now tells the story of his subsequent
successes in college and the world of work. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

Reign of Error
Documents how a magnetic young principal created a
path-breaking school in one of New York City's
poorest neighborhoods.

Work Hard. Be Nice.
First published in Portuguese in 1968, Pedagogy of
the Oppressed was translated and published in
English in 1970. Paulo Freire's work has helped to
empower countless people throughout the world and
has taken on special urgency in the United States and
Western Europe, where the creation of a permanent
underclass among the underprivileged and minorities
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in cities and urban centers is ongoing. This 50th
anniversary edition includes an updated introduction
by Donaldo Macedo, a new afterword by Ira Shor and
interviews with Marina Aparicio Barber�n, Noam
Chomsky, Ram�n Flecha, Gustavo Fischman, Ronald
David Glass, Valerie Kinloch, Peter Mayo, Peter
McLaren and Margo Okazawa-Rey to inspire a new
generation of educators, students, and general
readers for years to come.

Reefer Madness
""This seminal work . . . establishes a persuasive new
paradigm. Contemporary Sociology. No book since
Schooling in Capitalist America has taken on the
systemic forces hard at work undermining our
education system. This classic reprint is an invaluable
resource for radical educators. Samuel Bowles is
research professor and director of the behavioral
sciences program at the Santa Fe Institute, and
professor emeritus of economics at the University of
Massachusetts. Herbert Gintis is an external professor
at the Santa Fe Institute and emeritus professor of
economics at the University of Massachusetts"-Provided by publisher.

The Pursuit of Racial and Ethnic Equality
in American Public Schools
From one of the foremost authorities on education in
the United States, former U.S. assistant secretary of
education, “whistle-blower extraordinaire” (The Wall
Street Journal), author of the best-selling The Death
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and Life of the Great American School System
(“Important and riveting”—Library Journal), The
Language Police (“Impassioned . . . Fiercely argued . .
. Every bit as alarming as it is illuminating”—The New
York Times), and other notable books on education
history and policy—an incisive, comprehensive look at
today’s American school system that argues against
those who claim it is broken and beyond repair; an
impassioned but reasoned call to stop the
privatization movement that is draining students and
funding from our public schools. In Reign of Error,
Diane Ravitch argues that the crisis in American
education is not a crisis of academic achievement but
a concerted effort to destroy public schools in this
country. She makes clear that, contrary to the claims
being made, public school test scores and graduation
rates are the highest they’ve ever been, and dropout
rates are at their lowest point. She argues that federal
programs such as George W. Bush’s No Child Left
Behind and Barack Obama’s Race to the Top set
unreasonable targets for American students, punish
schools, and result in teachers being fired if their
students underperform, unfairly branding those
educators as failures. She warns that major
foundations, individual billionaires, and Wall Street
hedge fund managers are encouraging the
privatization of public education, some for idealistic
reasons, others for profit. Many who work with equity
funds are eyeing public education as an emerging
market for investors. Reign of Error begins where The
Death and Life of the Great American School System
left off, providing a deeper argument against
privatization and for public education, and in a
chapter-by-chapter breakdown, putting forth a plan
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for what can be done to preserve and improve it. She
makes clear what is right about U.S. education, how
policy makers are failing to address the root causes of
educational failure, and how we can fix it. For Ravitch,
public school education is about knowledge, about
learning, about developing character, and about
creating citizens for our society. It’s about helping to
inspire independent thinkers, not just honing job skills
or preparing people for college. Public school
education is essential to our democracy, and its aim,
since the founding of this country, has been to
educate citizens who will help carry democracy into
the future.

Class Warfare
An analysis of urban education argues that conditions
have worsened for inner-city children, looking at how
liberal education is being replaced by high-stakes
testing procedures, culturally barren and robotic
methods of instruction, and harsh discipline.

Savage Inequalities
Argues that the education system in America needs to
make drastic changes in order to build a system of
high-achieving and equitable schools that protects
every child's right to learn.

Quicklet on Jonathan Kozol's Savage
Inequalities: Children in America's
Schools
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The founder of Teach for America details the lessons
learned during the organization's twenty-year
existence and explains how the achievement gap in
U.S. education can be closed.

Amazing Grace
"Extraordinarily affecting.A very important book.To
read and remember the stories in this book, to take
them to heart, is to be called as a witness." THE
BOSTON GLOBE There is no safety net for the millions
of heartbroken refugees from the American Dream,
scattered helplessly in any city you can name.
RACHEL AND HER CHILDREN is an unforgettable
record for humanity, of the desperate voices of the
men, women, and especially children, and their hourly
struggle for survival, homeless in America.
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ROMANCE ACTION & ADVENTURE MYSTERY &
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