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Secularism
Tony Wright's Very Short Introduction to British Politics is an interpretative essay
on the British political system, rather than an abbreviated textbook on how it
currently works. He identifies key characteristics and ideas of the British tradition,
and investigates what makes British politics distinctive, while emphasizing
throughout how these characteristics are reflected in the way the political system
functions. Each chapter is organized around a key theme, such as the constitution
or political accountability, which is first established and then explored with
examples and illustrations. In this new edition Wright considers how the system
has recently changed and continues to do so, in light of the coalition government
and the fall of New Labour, as well as the impact of the financial crisis and issues
such as terrorism and immigration. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

The Cultural Revolution
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In the second edition of The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional
historian for more than thirty years, takes readers on a fascinating, behind-thescenes tour of Capitol Hill, pointing out the key players, explaining their behavior,
and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson,
this eye-opening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with
a professional historian's analytical insight. After a swift survey of the creation of
Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the nuts and pull
out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for Congress? To attract large donors? To
enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more,
explaining committee assignments and committee work, the role of staffers and
lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition building. Ritchie
explores the great effort put into constituent service-as representatives and
senators respond to requests from groups and individuals-as well as media
relations and news coverage. He also explores how the grand concepts we all know
from civics class--checks and balances, advise and consent, congressional
oversight--work in practice in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate
minority.

Parties and Elections in America
Fully updated to include the Lisbon treaty, the EU fiscal crisis, and the state of the
Euro currency, this accessible Very Short Introduction shows how and why the EU
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has developed, how its institutions works, and what it does - from the single
market to the Euro, and from agriculture to peace-keeping and the environment.

American Foreign Relations
Distilling the ideas of the greatest military theoreticians of history, including Sun
Tzu, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Carl von Clausewitz, Antulio J. Echevarria II presents a
fascinating account of the "art of the general." Drawing on historical examples,
from Hannibal's war against Rome to Napoleon's victory at Austerlitz, from the
Allies' campaign to overwhelm Hitler's fortress to the terror attacks of September
11, Echevarria vividly describes the major types of military strategy and their
advantages and disadvantages. Clear and engaging, this book shows that military
strategy is essential for understanding major events of the past and becomes even
more critical today, in a world increasingly threatened by weapons of mass
destruction, terrorist attacks, and new dimensions of conflict such as cyberwar and
space.

American Politics: A Very Short Introduction
In this new edition of the Very Short Introduction to Geopolitics, Klaus Dodds uses a
wide range of real-life examples, from the past and present, to demonstrate not
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only the importance of the links between political power, geography, and cultural
diversity, but also how our geopolitical outlook moulds our understanding of the
world

The European Union: A Very Short Introduction
The programmes that make up the welfare state vary from nation to nation and
from time to time, and the balance between markets and government, and free
enterprise and social protection is perennially in question. In contemporary political
debate the welfare state seems to be mostly viewed asa problem rather than a
solution, and welfare programmes appear constantly on the defensive. ThisVery
Short Introduction describes the modern welfare state, explaining its historical and
contemporary significance and arguing that far from being 'a failure' or 'a
problem', welfare states are an essential element of contemporary capitalism, and
a vital concomitant of democratic government.In this accessible and entertaining
account, David Garland cuts through the fog of misunderstandings to explain in
clear and simple terms, what the welfare state is, how it works, and why it
matters.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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British Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Rhetoric is often seen as a synonym for shallow, deceptive language, and therefore
as something negative. But if we view rhetoric in more neutral terms, as the 'art of
persuasion', it is clear that we are all forced to engage with it at some level, if only
because we are constantly exposed to the rhetoric of others. In this Very Short
Introduction, Richard Toye explores the purpose of rhetoric. Rather than presenting
a defence of it, he considers it as the foundation-stone of civil society, and an
essential part of any democratic process. Using wide-ranging examples from
Ancient Greece, medieval Islamic preaching, and modern cinema, Toye considers
why we should all have an appreciation of the art of rhetoric. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Tocqueville: A Very Short Introduction
An interpretative essay on the British political system looks at the key
characteristics and ideas of the British tradition, explores what makes British
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politics distinctive, and considers how the system continues to evolve.

British Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Examines the radical Chinese Communist movement called the Cultural
Revolution, a period of suppression so controversial in China, that the Chinese
government forbids a full investigation into it even 50 years later. Original.

The U. S. Constitution: a Very Short Introduction
No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Looking at
key case studies, this explores the history of the doctrine and practice of
democracy, and of the usages and practices associated with it in the modern
world.

Politics: A Very Short Introduction
For thirty years, Linda Greenhouse, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The U.S.
Supreme Court: A Very Short Introduction, chronicled the activities of the justices
as the Supreme Court correspondent for the New York Times. In this concise
volume, she draws on her deep knowledge of the court's history as well as of its
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written and unwritten rules to show the reader how the Supreme Court really
works.

Politics: A Very Short Introduction
In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth Minogue discusses the
development of politics from the ancient world to the twentieth century. He
prompts us to consider why political systems evolve, how politics offers both power
and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good thing, and what
future politics may have in the twenty-first century.

Fascism
Early Americans were suspicious of centralized authority and executive power.
Casting away the yoke of England and its king, the founding fathers shared in this
distrust as they set out to pen the Constitution. Weighing a need for consolidated
leadership with a demand for states' rights, they established a large federal
republic with limited dominion over the states, leaving most of the governing
responsibility with the former colonies. With this dual system of federalism, the
national government held the powers of war, taxation, and commerce, and the
ability to pass the laws necessary to uphold these functions. Although the federal
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role has grown substantially since then, states and local governments continue to
perform most of the duties in civil and criminal law, business and professional
licensing, the management of infrastructure and public services: roads, schools,
libraries, sanitation, land use and development, and etc. Despite the critical roles
of state and local governments, there is little awareness-or understanding-of the
nature and operations of the federal system. This Very Short Introduction provides
a concise overview of federalism, from its origins and evolution to the key events
and constitutional decisions that have defined its framework. Although the primary
focus is on the United States, other federal systems, including Brazil, Canada,
India, Germany, Russia, South Africa, Switzerland, and the EU, are addressed.

Socialism: A Very Short Introduction
This book covers all elements of parties and the electoral process, including local,
state, and national party organizations; American party history and party systems;
state and local nominations; state and local elections; presidential nominations;
and presidential elections. Separate chapters are devoted to the important
subjects of the media in the electoral process and campaign finance. The role of
political parties in representative democracy_and their contributions to it_are
examined critically. This post-election update includes complete data from 2008
and an updated chapter on campaign finance.
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British Politics: a Very Short Introduction
Fascism is notoriously hard to define. In the new edition of this Very Short
Introduction, Kevin Passmore unravels the paradoxes of one of the most important
phenomena in the modern world, to make sense of its ideology and place in the
modern world.

Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction
Michael Freeden explores the concept of liberalism, one of the longest-standing
and central political theories and ideologies. Combining a variety of approaches, he
distinguishes between liberalism as a political movement, as a system of ideas,
and as a series of ethical and philosophical principles.

The Welfare State: A Very Short Introduction
Environmental politics has many faces and operates at multiple scales: it
preoccupies individuals as well as governments, drives local agreements as well as
international treaties, results in minor business changes as well as wholesale
business decisions, and fluctuates between a politics of protest and one of
accommodation. In this Very Short Introduction Andrew Dobson offers a lively and
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comprehensive commentary on the many facets of environmental politics today.
Looking towards the future, he asks whether environmental politics will be
comfortably accommodated by mainstream politics, or whether the advent of the
Anthropocene - a whole new geological epoch driven by human impact on the
environment - will herald a break with the politics of growth that has dominated
social life since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
The word 'governance' is ubiquitous. The World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund make loans conditional on 'good governance'. Climate change and
avian flu appear as issues of 'global governance'. The European Union issues a
White Paper on 'Governance'. The U.S. Forest Service calls for 'collaborative
governance'. What accounts for the pervasive use of the term 'governance' and to
what does it refer? It has a bewildering set of answers. The word 'governance' is
used in a variety of contexts, but at a general level, it refers to all forms of social
coordination and patterns of rule. In this Very Short Introduction, Mark Bevir
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considers not only the main theories of governance, but also their impact in a
variety of areas including corporate, public, and global affairs. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Geopolitics
The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans
across vast stretches to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of
pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread their faith across
Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction
illuminates the historical background against which the silk road flourished,
shedding light on the importance of old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian and
world history. On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road
broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural communication between peoples across
the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other, he highlights
specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean,
Persia, India, and China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While
including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of colorful locales, the book explains the
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dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road
interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of
the biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across
the continent. Millward shows that these exchanges had a profound effect on the
old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern globalization. He also
disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol
empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk
road phenomena continued through the early modern and modern expansion of
the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia. Millward concludes that the
idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for
boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S.
Secretary of State Hilary Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan.

American Political History
The collapse of communism was one of the most defining moments of the
twentieth century. This Very Short Introduction examines the history behind the
political, economic, and social structures of communism as an ideology.

Military Strategy: A Very Short Introduction
Page 13/31

Bookmark File PDF Politics A Very Short Introduction Kenneth Minogue
This title considers the history of Italy from the Risorgimento (the movement
leading to Italian Unification in 1861) to the present. It also discusses Italy's
political system and style of government; economic modernisation; emigration,
internal migration and immigration; and the modern Italian culture and lifestyle.

Anarchism: A Very Short Introduction
What do anarchists want? Can anarchy ever function effectively as a political
force? Is anarchism more 'organized' and 'reasonable' than is currently perceived?
Colin Ward explains what anarchism means and who anarchists are in this
illuminating and accessible introduction to the subject.

Socialism: A Very Short Introduction
Of undoubtable relevance today, in a post-9-11 world of growing political tension
and unease, this Very Short Introduction covers the topics essential to an
understanding of modern international relations. Paul Wilkinson explains the
theories and the practice that underlie the subject, and investigates issues ranging
from foreign policy, arms control, and terrorism, to the environment and world
poverty. He examines the role of organizations such as the United Nations and the
European Union, as well as the influence of ethnic and religious movements and
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terrorist groups which also play a role in shaping the way states and governments
interact. This up-to-date book is required reading for those seeking a new
perspective to help untangle and decipher international events. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Journalism
No one has ever described American democracy with more accurate insight or
more profoundly than Alexis de Tocqueville. After meeting with Americans on
extensive travels in the United States, and intense study of documents and
authorities, he authored the landmark Democracy in America, publishing its two
volumes in 1835 and 1840. Ever since, this book has been the best source for
every serious attempt to understand America and democracy itself. Yet Tocqueville
himself remains a mystery behind the elegance of his style. Now one of our leading
authorities on Tocqueville explains him in this splendid new entry in Oxford's
acclaimed Very Short Introduction series. Harvey Mansfield addresses his subject
as a thinker, clearly and incisively exploring Tocqueville's writings--not only his
masterpiece, but also his secret Recollections, intended for posterity alone, and his
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unfinished work on his native France, The Old Regime and the Revolution.
Tocqueville was a liberal, Mansfield writes, but not of the usual sort. The many
elements of his life found expression in his thought: his aristocratic ancestry, his
ventures in politics, his voyages abroad, his hopes and fears for America, and his
disappointment with France. All his writings show a passion for political liberty and
insistence on human greatness. Perhaps most important, he saw liberty not in
theories, but in the practice of self-government in America. Ever an opponent of
abstraction, he offered an analysis that forces us to consider what we actually do
in our politics--suggesting that theory itself may be an enemy of freedom. And
that, Mansfield writes, makes him a vitally important thinker for today. Translator
of an authoritative edition of Democracy in America, Harvey Mansfield here offers
the fruit of decades of research and reflection in a clear, insightful, and
marvelously compact introduction.

Ideology
Mottier examines the questions around what shapes our sexuality asking if it is a
product of our genes, or of society, culture or politics. The changing views of
sexual norms are dealt with as are issues surrounding feminism, religion, eugenics,
and HIV / AIDS.
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Environmental Politics
Beneath the surface of the apparently untutored and deceptively frank Abraham
Lincoln ran private tunnels of self-taught study, a restless philosophical curiosity,
and a profound grasp of the fundamentals of democracy. Now, in Lincoln: A Very
Short Introduction, the award-winning Lincoln authority Allen C. Guelzo offers a
penetrating look into the mind of one of our greatest presidents. If Lincoln was
famous for reading aloud from joke books, Guelzo shows that he also plunged
deeply into the mainstream of nineteenth-century liberal democratic thought.
Guelzo takes us on a wide-ranging exploration of problems that confronted Lincoln
and liberal democracy--equality, opportunity, the rule of law, slavery, freedom,
peace, and his legacy. The book sets these problems and Lincoln's responses
against the larger world of American and trans-Atlantic liberal democracy in the
19th century, comparing Lincoln not just to Andrew Jackson or John Calhoun, but to
British thinkers such as Richard Cobden, Jeremy Bentham, and John Bright, and to
French observers Alexis de Tocqueville and François Guizot. The Lincoln we meet
here is an Enlightenment figure who struggled to create a common ground
between a people focused on individual rights and a society eager to establish a
certain moral, philosophical, and intellectual bedrock. Lincoln insisted that liberal
democracy had a higher purpose, which was the realization of a morally right
political order. But how to interject that sense of moral order into a system that
values personal self-satisfaction--"the pursuit of happiness"--remains a
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fundamental dilemma even today. Abraham Lincoln was a man who, according to
his friend and biographer William Henry Herndon, "lived in the mind." Guelzo
paints a marvelous portrait of this Lincoln--Lincoln the man of ideas--providing new
insights into one of the giants of American history. About the Series: Combining
authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the
newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central
problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum
theory to Islam.

International Relations: A Very Short Introduction
Journalism entered the twenty-first century caught in a paradox. The world had
more journalism, across a wider range of media, than at any time since the birth of
the western free press in the eighteenth century. Western journalists had found
themselves under a cloud of suspicion: from politicians, philosophers, the general
public, anti-globalization radicals, religious groups, and even from fellow
journalists. Critics argued that the news industry had lost its moral bearings,
focusing onhigh investment returns rather than reporting and analysing the
political, economic, and social issues of the day. Journalism has a central and
profound impact on our worldview; we find it everywhere from newspapers and
television, to radio and the Internet. In the new edition of this thought-provoking
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and provocative Very Short Introduction, Ian Hargreaves examines the world of
contemporary journalism. By looking not only at what journalism has been in the
past, but also what it is becoming in the digital age, he examines the big issues
relating to reportage, warfare, celebrity culture, privacy, and technology
worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Federalism
Ideology is one of the most controversial terms in the political vocabulary, exciting
both revulsion and inspiration. This book examines the reasons for those views,
and explains why ideologies deserve respect as a major form of political thinking. It
investigates the centrality of ideology both as a political phenomenon and as an
organizing framework of political thought and action. It explores the changing
understandings of ideology as a concept, and the arguments of the main
ideologies. By employing the latest insights from a range of disciplines, the reader
is introduced to the vitality and force of a crucial resource at the disposal of
societies, through which sense and purpose is assigned to the political world.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
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Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Democracy: A Very Short Introduction
A timely overview of populism, one of the most contested concepts in political
journalism and the social sciences.

Communism: A Very Short Introduction
Series Copy The new Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original
introductions to a wide range of subjects from politics to classics. Not simply a
textbook of definitions, each book in the series provides trenchant, provocative,
yet balanced discussions on the central issues of the field, gives a readable
historical account of the subject, and demonstrates how each particular area of
study has developed and shaped society. Eventually, the series will encompass
every major academic discipline, offering readers an affordable, accessible, and
complete reference library. Stimulating and lively, the Very Short Introductions are
indispensable guides and essential reading for anyone interested in the
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development of these influential fields. Providing the general reader and the
student with an introduction to the central issues of political science, A Very Short
Introduction to Politics shows how political trends and maneuvers develop and how
they help shape our society. Kenneth Minogue, with his lively and popular style,
begins with a discussion of issues arising from a historical account of politics, and
goes on to offer chapters dealing with the Ancient Greeks and the idea of
citizenship; Roman law; medieval Christianity and individualism; freedom since
Machiavelli and Hobbes; the challenge of ideologies; democracy, oligarchy, and
bureaucracy; power and order in modern society; and politics in the West.
Readable and pithy, this entertaining introduction is perfect for anyone looking for
an accessible overview of the subject.

Populism
"Though the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1788, its impact on our lives is as
recent as today's news. Claims and counterclaims about the constitutionality of
governmental actions are a habit of American politics. This document, which its
framers designed to limit power, often has made political conflict inevitable. It also
has accommodated and legitimized the political and social changes of a vibrant,
powerful democratic nation. A product of history's first modern revolution, the
Constitution embraced a new formula for government: it restrained power on
behalf of liberty, but it also granted power to promote and protect liberty. The U.S.
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Constitution: A Very Short Introduction explores the major themes that have
shaped American constitutional history-- federalism, the balance of powers,
property, representation, equality, rights, and security. Informed by the latest
scholarship, this book places constitutional history within the context of American
political and social history. We do not operate today under the same Constitution
created by our founding fathers or the Constitution as completed by the Bill of
Rights in 1791 or even the one revised by the Reconstruction amendments. Nor
are we the same nation. As our circumstances have changed, so has our
Constitution.Today we face serious challenges to the nation's constitutional legacy.
Endless wars, a sharply divided electorate and deadlocked government, economic
inequality, immigration, cybersecurity and privacy, and foreign interference in the
nation's democratic processes, among a host of other issues, have placed
demands on government and on society that test our constitutional values.
Understanding how the Constitution has evolved will help us adapt its principles to
the challenges of our age"--

Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction
What is socialism? Does it have a future, or has it become an outdated ideology in
the 21st century? Michael Newman examines and explains the successes and
failures of modern socialism by taking an international perspective — ranging from
communism in Cuba to social democracy in Sweden. Discussing its evolution from
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the industrial towns of the 19th century to its response to the feminist, green, and
anti-capitalist movements today, Newman concludes that, with its values of
equality, solidarity, and cooperation, socialism remains as relevant as ever but that
it needs to learn lessons from the past. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

The U.S. Congress
"American Political History : A Very Short Introduction captures the richness of
American political history, focusing primarily on national politics. It explores the
nature of the two-party system, key turning points in American political history,
representative presidential and congressional elections, struggles to expand the
electorate, and critical social protest and third-party movements"--Provided by
publisher

The U.S. Supreme Court: A Very Short Introduction
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At a time when politics in Britain is experiencing unprecedented turmoil, this Very
Short Introduction examines the past, present, and possible future of British
politics. Tony Wright puts current events into a longer and larger perspective,
ranging from political ideas to political institutions, and offering an overview of the
British political tradition. Throughout, he identifies key characteristics and ideas of
British politics, and investigates what makes it distinctive, while emphasizing how
these characteristics are reflected in the way the political system functions. This
new edition includes key material on Brexit, analysing the divisions revealed by the
Brexit vote and the extent to which Britain now has a politics of identity, and
considering whether the referendum itself has fundamentally altered the
constitutional landscape. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

American History: A Very Short Introduction
In a miracle of concision, Paul S. Boyer provides a wide-ranging and authoritative
history of America, capturing in a compact space the full story of our nation.
Ranging from the earliest Native American settlers to the presidency of Barack
Obama, this Very Short Introduction offers an illuminating account of politics,
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diplomacy, and war as well as the full spectrum of social, cultural, and scientific
developments that shaped our country. Here is a masterful picture of Americas
achievements and failures, large-scale socio-historical forces, and pivotal events.
Boyer sheds light on the colonial era, the Revolution and the birth of the new
nation; slavery and the Civil War; Reconstruction and the Gilded Age; the
Progressive era, the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression; the two world
wars and the Cold War that followed; right up to the tragedy of 9/11, the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, and the epoch-making election of Barack Obama. Certain
broad trends shape much of the narrative--immigration, urbanization, slavery,
continental expansion, the global projection of U.S. power, the centrality of
religion, the progression from an agrarian to an industrial to a post-industrial
economic order. Yet in underscoring such large themes, Boyer also highlights the
diversity of the American experience, the importance of individual actors, and the
crucial role of race, ethnicity, gender, and social class in shaping the contours of
specific groups within the nations larger tapestry. And along the way, he touches
upon the cultural milestones of American history, from Tom Paines The Crisis to
Allen Ginsbergs Howl. American History: A Very Short Introduction is a panoramic
history of the United States, one that covers virtually every topic of
importance--and yet can be read in a single day.

Sexuality: A Very Short Introduction
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What is socialism? Does it have a future, or has it become an outdated ideology in
the 21st century? This Very Short Introduction considers the major theories in
socialism, and explores its historical evolution from the French Revolution to the
present day. Michael Newman argues that socialism has always been a diverse
doctrine, while nevertheless containing a central core of interconnected values and
goals: a critique of capitalism; an optimistic view of human beings; and the belief
that it is possible to establish societies based on egalitarianism, social solidarity,
and co-operation. In this new edition, he draws on case studies such as Cuba,
Sweden, and Bolivia, to consider attempts to implement socialism in practice,
before discussing New Left challenges to conventional notions of socialism on such
questions as feminism, climate change, and direct action. Rejecting the
widespread view that socialism is an out-dated doctrine, Newman argues that it
remains ultimately relevant in today's world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books ar the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Liberalism
For better or worse--be it militarily, politically, economically, technologically, or
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culturally--Americans have had a profound role in shaping the wider world beyond
them. The United States has been a savior to some, a curse to others, but either
way such views are often based on a caricature of American actions and intentions.
American Foreign Relations, then, is a subject of immense global importance that
provokes strong emotions and much debate, but often based on deep
misunderstanding. This Very Short Introduction analyzes the key episodes, themes,
and individuals in the history of American foreign relations. While discussing
diplomacy and the periods of war that have shaped national and international
history, it also addresses such topics as industrialization, globalization,
imperialism, and immigration. Covering the Revolution through the War on Terror,
it examines the connections between domestic politics and foreign affairs, as well
as the importance of ideals and values. Sharply written and highly readable,
American Foreign Relations offers a clear-eyed narrative of America's role in the
world and how it has evolved over time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Governance: A Very Short Introduction
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Until the modern period the integration of church (or other religion) and state (or
political life) had been taken for granted. The political order was always tied to an
official religion in Christian Europe, pre-Christian Europe, and in the Arabic world.
But from the eighteenth century onwards, some European states began to set up
their political order on a different basis. Not religion, but the rule of law through
non-religious values embedded in constitutions became the foundation of some
states -- a movement we now call secularism. In others, a de facto secularism
emerged as political values and civil and criminal law altered their professed
foundation from a shared religion to a non-religious basis. Today secularism is an
increasingly hot topic in public, political, and religious debate across the globe. It is
embodied in the conflict between secular republics -- from the US to India -- and
the challenges they face from resurgent religious identity politics; in the challenges
faced by religious states like those of the Arab world from insurgent secularists;
and in states like China where calls for freedom of belief are challenging a state
imposed non-religious worldview. In this short introduction Andrew Copson tells the
story of secularism, taking in momentous episodes in world history, such as the
great transition of Europe from religious orthodoxy to pluralism, the global struggle
for human rights and democracy, and the origins of modernity. He also considers
the role of secularism when engaging with some of the most contentious political
and legal issues of our time: "blasphemy," "apostasy," religious persecution,
religious discrimination, religious schools, and freedom of belief and thought in a
divided world.
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The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction
This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by
explaining why the subject is important and how it tackles basic ethical questions
such as 'how should we live together in society?' It looks at political authority, the
reasons why we need politics at all, the limitations of politics, and whether there
are areas of life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections
between political authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy,
and the ways in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a
market economy. David Miller discusses why nations are the natural units of
government and whether the rise of multiculturalism and transnational cooperation will change this: will we ever see the formation of a world government?
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Modern Italy
This concise volume fills a long-standing need for a sophisticated, brief primer on
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American national politics. A major theme of the book is the interplay between
constitutional and extra-constitutional institutions and political processes. It
provides engaging and exceptionally instructive treatments of the nuts-and-bolts
of how American politics works and of the strengths of American democracy, while
candidly considering gaps in representation and the issue of increasing income
inequality.
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