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Contemporary Pakistani Fiction in English
From the author of the award-winning Moth Smoke comes a perspective on love,
prejudice, and the war on terror that has never been seen in North American
literature. At a café table in Lahore, a bearded Pakistani man converses with a
suspicious, and possibly armed, American stranger. As dusk deepens to night, he
begins the tale that has brought them to this fateful meeting. . . Changez is living
an immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is
snapped up by Underwood Samson, an elite firm that specializes in the “valuation”
of companies ripe for acquisition. He thrives on the energy of New York and the
intensity of his work, and his infatuation with regal Erica promises entrée into
Manhattan society at the same exalted level once occupied by his own family back
in Lahore. For a time, it seems as though nothing will stand in the way of
Changez’s meteoric rise to personal and professional success. But in the wake of
September 11, he finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and
his budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past.
And Changez’s own identity is in seismic shift as well, unearthing allegiances more
fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love. Elegant and compelling,
Mohsin Hamid’s second novel is a devastating exploration of our divided and yet
ultimately indivisible world. “Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I
have alarmed you. Do not be frightened by my beard: I am a lover of America. I
noticed that you were looking for something; more than looking, in fact you
seemed to be on a mission, and since I am both a native of this city and a speaker
of your language, I thought I might offer you my services as a bridge.” —from The
Reluctant Fundamentalist

My Poets
Bestselling author Alain de Botton considers how our private homes and public
edifices influence how we feel, and how we could build dwellings in which we would
stand a better chance of happiness. In this witty, erudite look at how we shape,
and are shaped by, our surroundings, Alain de Botton applies Stendhal’s motto that
“Beauty is the promise of happiness” to the spaces we inhabit daily. Why should
we pay attention to what architecture has to say to us? de Botton asks
Page 1/16

Download Ebook Our Lady Of Alice Bhatti Mohammed Hanif
provocatively. With his trademark lucidity and humour, de Botton traces how
human needs and desires have been served by styles of architecture, from stately
Classical to minimalist Modern, arguing that the stylistic choices of a society can
represent both its cherished ideals and the qualities it desperately lacks. On an
individual level, de Botton has deep sympathy for our need to see our selves
reflected in our surroundings; he demonstrates with great wisdom how buildings —
just like friends — can serve as guardians of our identity. Worrying about the shape
of our sofa or the colour of our walls might seem self-indulgent, but de Botton
considers the hopes and fears we have for our homes at a new level of depth and
insight. When shopping for furniture or remodelling the kitchen, we don’t just
consider functionality but also the major questions of aesthetics and the
philosophy of art: What is beauty? Can beautiful surroundings make us good? Can
beauty bring happiness? The buildings we find beautiful, de Botton concludes, are
those that represent our ideas of a meaningful life. The Architecture of Happiness
marks a return to what Alain does best — taking on a subject whose allure is at
once tantalizing and a little forbidding and offering to readers a completely
beguiling and original exploration of the subject. As he did with Proust, philosophy,
and travel, now he does with architecture.

The Prisoner
While much has been written about the Taliban's military tactics, media strategy
and harsh treatment of women, the cultural and sometimes less overtly political
representation of their identity, the Taliban's other face, is often overlooked. Most
Taliban fighters are Pashtuns, a people who cherish their vibrant poetic tradition,
closely associated with that of song. The poems in this collection are meant to be
recited and sung; and this is the manner in which they are enjoyed by the wider
Pashtun public today. For the Taliban today, these poems, or ghazals, have a
resonance back to the 1980s war against the Soviets, when similar rhetorical
styles, poetic formulae and tricks with metre inspired mujahideen combatants and
non-combatants alike. The poetry presented here includes 'classics' of the genre
from the 1980s and 1990s as well as a selection from the odes and ghazals of
today's conflict.

A Land of Permanent Goodbyes
From the author of the acclaimed A Case of Exploding Mangoes (“An insanely
brilliant, satirical first novel . . . Belongs in a tradition that includes Catch-22”—The
Washington Post), a subversively, often shockingly funny new novel set in
steaming Karachi, about second chances, thwarted ambitions and love in the most
unlikely places. The patients of the Sacred Heart Hospital for All Ailments need a
miracle. Alice Bhatti may be just what they’re looking for. She’s the new junior
nurse, but that’s the only ordinary thing about her. She’s just been released from
the Borstal Jail for Women and Children. But more to the point, she’s the daughter
of a part-time healer in the French Colony, Karachi’s infamous Christian slum, and
it seems she has, unhappily, inherited his part-time gift. With a bit of begrudging
but inspired improvisation, Alice begins to bring succor to the patients lining the
hospital’s corridors and camped outside its gates. But all is not miraculous. Alice is
a Christian in an Islamic world, ensnared in the red tape of hospital bureaucracy,
trapped by the caste system, torn between her duty to her patients, her father and
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her husband—who is a former bodybuilding champion, now an apprentice to the
nefarious “Gentleman’s Squad” of the Karachi police, and about to drag Alice into a
situation so dangerous that perhaps not even a miracle will be able to save them.
But, of course, Alice Bhatti is no ordinary young woman . . . At once a high comedy
of errors and a searing illumination of the seemingly unchangeable role of women
in Pakistan’s lower-caste society, Our Lady of Alice Bhatti is a resounding
confirmation of Mohammed Hanif’s gifts of storytelling and of razor-sharp social
satire.

Gates of Fire
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “An incredibly gripping, moving, and literate work of art,
rarely does an author manage to re-create a moment in history with such mastery,
authority, and psychological insight.”—Nelson DeMille At Thermopylae, a rocky
mountain pass in northern Greece, the feared and admired Spartan soldiers stood
three hundred strong. Theirs was a suicide mission, to hold the pass against the
invading millions of the mighty Persian army. Day after bloody day they withstood
the terrible onslaught, buying time for the Greeks to rally their forces. Born into a
cult of spiritual courage, physical endurance, and unmatched battle skill, the
Spartans would be remembered for the greatest military stand in history—one that
would not end until the rocks were awash with blood, leaving only one gravely
injured Spartan squire to tell the tale. . . . “A novel that is intricate and arresting
and, once begun, almost impossible to put down.”—Daily News “A timeless epic of
man and war . . . Pressfield has created a new classic deserving a place beside the
very best of the old.”—Stephen Coonts

The Prisoner
"An examination of the paradox at the core of female sexuality argues that publiclife requirements often directly contrast with intimate desires, drawing on the
author's academic studies to explore the oppositional aspects of dominance versus
submission, liberation verses dependence and masculinity versus femininity."

A case of Exploding Mangoes
A year in Paris . . . since World War II, countless American students have been
lured by that vision—and been transformed by their sojourn in the City of Light.
Dreaming in French tells three stories of that experience, and how it changed the
lives of three extraordinary American women. All three women would go on to
become icons, key figures in American cultural, intellectual, and political life, but
when they embarked for France, they were young, little-known, uncertain about
their future, and drawn to the culture, sophistication, and drama that only Paris
could offer. Yet their backgrounds and their dreams couldn’t have been more
different. Jacqueline Bouvier was a twenty-year-old debutante, a Catholic girl from
a wealthy East Coast family. Susan Sontag was twenty-four, a precocious Jewish
intellectual from a North Hollywood family of modest means, and Paris was a
refuge from motherhood, a failing marriage, and graduate work in philosophy at
Oxford. Angela Davis, a French major at Brandeis from a prominent African
American family in Birmingham, Alabama, found herself the only black student in
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her year abroad program—in a summer when all the news from Birmingham was of
unprecedented racial violence. Kaplan takes readers into the lives, hopes, and
ambitions of these young women, tracing their paths to Paris and tracking the
discoveries, intellectual adventures, friendships, and loves that they found there.
For all three women, France was far from a passing fancy; rather, Kaplan shows,
the year abroad continued to influence them, a significant part of their intellectual
and cultural makeup, for the rest of their lives. Jackie Kennedy carried her love of
France to the White House and to her later career as a book editor, bringing her
cultural and linguistic fluency to everything from art and diplomacy to fashion and
historic restoration—to the extent that many, including Jackie herself, worried that
she might seem “too French.” Sontag found in France a model for the life of the
mind that she was determined to lead; the intellectual world she observed from
afar during that first year in Paris inspired her most important work and remained a
key influence—to be grappled with, explored, and transcended—the rest of her life.
Davis, meanwhile, found that her Parisian vantage strengthened her sense of
political exile from racism at home and brought a sense of solidarity with Algerian
independence. For her, Paris was a city of political commitment, activism, and
militancy, qualities that would deeply inform her own revolutionary agenda and
soon make her a hero to the French writers she had once studied. Kaplan, whose
own junior year abroad played a prominent role in her classic memoir, French
Lessons, spins these three quite different stories into one evocative biography,
brimming with the ferment and yearnings of youth and shot through with the
knowledge of how a single year—and a magical city—can change a whole life. No
one who has ever dreamed of Paris should miss it.

The Dovekeepers
If it was the only way of having a child would you do it? An unputdownable thriller
from the global Number One bestseller author of the Roy Grace series. After the
tragic loss of their young son to a rare genetic disorder, John and Naomi discover
they both carry a rogue gene. Having another child by conventional means is too
much risk to bear. When they find geneticist Dr Leo Dettore it seems like the
answer to their prayers. Every aspect of the child can be chosen and
manufactured, from height and eye colour to intelligence and sporting prowess.
But realising the danger too late, Naomi is already pregnant when they understand
the nightmare world they are entering A world of perfect people. Utterly gripping
and frighteningly plausible, Perfect People is a shocking thriller you won’t be able
to put down about what happens when humans play God. Praise for Perfect People
'Peter James's clever page-turner Perfect People focuses not on the past but risks
for the future.' The Times 'As ever, James writes beautifully, maintaining the pace
with short, punchy chapters. But it's his firm grasp of the moral issues surrounding
designer babies that makes Perfect People so satisfying – and so unsettling.'
Guardian 'James has produced a suitably breathless fan-pleaser about accelerating
evolution.' Daily Telegraph 'The ending is so horrifyingly scary that I was unable to
sleep properly for several nights.' Mail on Sunday

The Selected Letters of Lewis Carroll
'Bodies of Light' is a deeply poignant tale of a psychologically tumultuous 19th
century upbringing set in the atmospheric world of pre-Raphaelitism and the early
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suffrage movement. Ally (older sister of May in 'Night Waking'), is intelligent,
studious and engaged in an eternal - and losing - battle to gain her mother's
approval and affection. Her mother, Elizabeth, is a religious zealot, keener on
feeding the poor and saving prostitutes than on embracing the challenges of
motherhood. Even when Ally wins a scholarship and is accepted as one of the first
female students to read medicine in London, it still doesn't seem good enough.

The Wandering Falcon
For thirty years Nick Coleman immersed himself in music, from rock’n’roll to “pro
rock,” jazz to classical, until one morning as he sat up in bed, his right ear went
stone deaf. His left ear—as though to compensate—started to make horrific noises
“…like the inside of an old fridge hooked up to a half-blown amplifier.” The Train in
the Night explores the world in which a music critic must cope with a world that
has abruptly lost its most important element, sound. But Coleman opens more than
his struggle; he delves back into his past to examine how music defined his
identity, how that identity must be reshaped by its loss, and how at time the
memory of the music can be just as powerful as the music itself.

Spiral Road
Detective Esa Khattack and his partner, Detective Rachel Getty, investigate the
death of a local man who may have been a Bosnian war criminal with ties to the
Srebrenica massacre of 1995, in a haunting debut novel of loss, redemption and
the cost of justice.

The Train in the Night
On an unusually cold December evening in Karachi, American journalist Jon
Friedland is kidnapped from one of the city's poshest neighbourhoods. His captors
plan to post a video of his execution on Christmas Day. The kidnapping has come
at a bad time, embarrassing the Pakistani government in front of their US allies.
The clock is ticking. Will the police and Intelligence Agencies recover Friedland
alive? The story careens through the streets of Karachi, taking the reader into an
all too real world of jihadis, corrupt police officers and bloodthirsty political
henchmen - all placed together in a city where no one is quite what they seem.
'Every page of Omar Shahid Hamid's debut novel about Karachi's criminal
underground rings with self-assurance and authenticity.' - Bina Shah, author of
Slum Child and A Season for Martyrs 'This book sizzles along. It's got both pace and
authority. A tremendous debut novel. You'll want to finish it in one sitting.' - Owen
Bennett-Jones, author of Pakistan: Eye of the Storm

Noor
Alex-Li Tandem sells autographs. His business is to hunt for names on paper,
collect them, sell them, and occasionally fake them—all to give the people what
they want: a little piece of Fame. But what does Alex want? Only the return of his
father, the end of religion, something for his headache, three different girls, infinite
grace, and the rare autograph of forties movie actress Kitty Alexander. With fries.
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The Autograph Man is a deeply funny existential tour around the hollow trappings
of modernity: celebrity, cinema, and the ugly triumph of symbol over experience. It
offers further proof that Zadie Smith is one of the most staggeringly talented
writers of her generation. Look for her new book Swing Time, coming November
2016. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Mind on Fire
In August 1988, Zia gets into the presidential plane, Pak One, which explodes
midway. Who killed him? The army generals growing old waiting for their
promotions, the CIA, the ISI, RAW, or Ali Shigri, a junior officer at the military
academy whose father, a whisky-swilling jihadi colonel, was murdered by the
army? A Case of Exploding Mangoes is sharp, black, inventive, and utterly gripping.
It marks the debut of a brilliant new writer.

Last Man in Tower
As the conflict between Sano Ichiro and his enemies escalates, the samurai
detective and his wife, Reiko, are called in by the shogun to investigate a
mysterious skeleton, in a case that forces them to confront perilous, long-buried
secrets, including the involvement of Sano's own mother in an arson fire, started
by a burning kimono, that nearly destroyed the city. 25,000 first printing.

Bodies of Light
In a country ripped apart by war, Tareq lives with his big and loving familyuntil the
bombs strike. His city is in ruins. His life is destroyed. And those who have survived
are left to figure out their uncertain future. Tareq?s family knows that to continue
to stay alive, they must leave. As they travel as refugees from Syria to Turkey to
Greece, facing danger at every turn, Tareq must find the resilience and courage to
complete his harrowing journey.While this is one family?s story, it is also the
timeless tale of the heartbreaking consequences of all wars, all tragedy, narrated
by Destiny itself. When you are a refugee, success is outliving your loss.An awardwinning author and journalist-and a refugee herself-Atia Abawi captures the hope
that spurs people forward against all odds and the love that makes that hope grow.

Dreaming in French
The magnificent new novel from the million-selling Booker Prize-winning author of
The White Tiger: one of the most eagerly anticipated literary novels of 2011--"a
kaleidoscopic portrait of a changing Mumbai." — Guardian (Best Books of 2011)
Ask any Bombaywallah about Vishram Society--Tower A of the Vishram Cooperative Housing Society--and you will be told that it is unimpeachably pucca.
Despite its location close to the airport, under the flight path of 747s and bordered
by slums, it has been pucca for some fifty years. But Bombay has changed in half a
century--not least its name--and the world in which Tower A was first built is giving
way to a new city; a Mumbai of development and new money; of wealthy Indians
returning with fortunes made abroad. When real estate developer Dharmen Shah
offers to buy out the residents of Vishram Society, planning to use the site to build
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a luxury apartment complex, his offer is more than generous. Initially, though, not
everyone wants to leave; many of the residents have lived in Vishram for years,
and many of them are no longer young. But none can benefit from the offer unless
all agree to sell. As tensions rise among the once civil neighbours, one by one
those who oppose the offer give way to the majority, until only one man stands in
Shah's way: Masterji, a retired schoolteacher, once the most respected man in the
building. Shah is a dangerous man to refuse, but as the demolition deadline looms,
Masterji's neighbours--friends who have become enemies, acquaintances turned coconspirators--may stop at nothing to score their payday. A suspense-filled story of
money and power, luxury and deprivation, and a rich tapestry peopled by
unforgettable characters, not least of which is Bombay itself, Last Man in Tower
opens up the hearts and minds of the inhabitants of a great city--ordinary people
pushed to their limits in a place that knows none. This eBook edition includes a
Reading Group Guide.

Red Birds
A dazzling first novel of two lovers' struggle for freedom and passion in a city riven
by turmoil Back in Karachi for his father's funeral, Daanish, a Pakistani student
changed by his years at an American university, is entranced by the gazelle-eyed
girl in the traditional dupatta who appears one day at the house of mourning. But
the dupatta is deceptive: Dia is the modern daughter of a mother who, as the
owner of a silk farm and factory, has achieved a degree of freedom rare among
Pakistani women. It will take a handful of silkworms, fattened on mulberry leaves,
to bring Daanish and Dia together. But their union will forever rupture the peace of
two households and three families, destroying a stable present built on the
repression of a bloody past. In this sweeping novel of modern Pakistan, Uzma
Aslam Khan takes us deep into a world of radical contrasts, from the stifling
demands of tradition and family to the daily oppression of routine political
violence, from the gorgeous sensual vistas of the silk farms to the teeming streets
of Karachi-stinking, crumbling, and corrupt. At once delicate and passionate,
Trespassing introduces a new and powerful voice from a land we know too little
about.

Talk to the Snail
An ambitious and mesmerizing novel from the bestselling author of Rules of Magic.
The Dovekeepers is “striking….Hoffman grounds her expansive, intricately woven,
and deepest new novel in biblical history, with a devotion and seriousness of
purpose” (Entertainment Weekly). Nearly two thousand years ago, nine hundred
Jews held out for months against armies of Romans on Masada, a mountain in the
Judean desert. According to the ancient historian Josephus, two women and five
children survived. Based on this tragic and iconic event, Hoffman’s novel is a
spellbinding tale of four extraordinarily bold, resourceful, and sensuous women,
each of whom has come to Masada by a different path. Yael’s mother died in
childbirth, and her father, an expert assassin, never forgave her for that death.
Revka, a village baker’s wife, watched the murder of her daughter by Roman
soldiers; she brings to Masada her young grandsons, rendered mute by what they
have witnessed. Aziza is a warrior’s daughter, raised as a boy, a fearless rider and
expert marksman who finds passion with a fellow soldier. Shirah, born in
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Alexandria, is wise in the ways of ancient magic and medicine, a woman with
uncanny insight and power. The lives of these four complex and fiercely
independent women intersect in the desperate days of the siege. All are
dovekeepers, and all are also keeping secrets—about who they are, where they
come from, who fathered them, and whom they love.

The Unquiet Dead
WINNER OF THE JEWISH QUARTERLY WINGATE PRIZE 10 WOMEN TO WATCH IN
2017--BookPage A New York Times Notable Book of 2017 After one night's deadly
mistake, a man will go to any lengths to save his family and his reputation.
Neurosurgeon Eitan Green has the perfect life--married to a beautiful police officer
and father of two young boys. Then, speeding along a deserted moonlit road after
an exhausting hospital shift, he hits someone. Seeing that the man, an African
migrant, is beyond help, he flees the scene. When the victim's widow knocks at
Eitan's door the next day, holding his wallet and divulging that she knows what
happened, Eitan discovers that her price for silence is not money. It is something
else entirely, something that will shatter Eitan's safe existence and take him into a
world of secrets and lies he could never have anticipated. WAKING LIONS is a
gripping, suspenseful, and morally devastating drama of guilt and survival, shame
and desire from a remarkable young author on the rise.

This Is Not A Border
Have you ever walked into a half-empty Parisian restaurant, only to be told that it's
"complet"? Attempted to say "merci beaucoup" and accidentally complimented
someone's physique? Been overlooked at the boulangerie due to your adherence
to the bizarre foreign custom of waiting in line? Well, you're not alone. The
internationally bestselling author of A Year in the Merde and In the Merde for Love
has been there too, and he is here to help. In Talk to the Snail, Stephen Clarke
distills the fruits of years spent in the French trenches into a truly handy (and
hilarious) book of advice. Read this book, and find out how to get good service
from the grumpiest waiter; be exquisitely polite and brutally rude at the same
time; and employ the language of l'amour and le sexe. Everything you need is here
in this funny, informative, and seriously useful guide to getting what you really
want from the French.

The Valley of Masks
Writing out his story before a dawn he believes will mark the end of his life, a
former ninja-like assassin reflects on the anonymous collective where his fellow
trainees and he were required to wear masks and forfeit every vestige of
individuality.

The Autograph Man
When Ashwin, a wealthy Delhi boy, meets Lallan, a struggling student from Patna
looking to make his fortune, their friendship, with their mutual love for the almondeyed Mallika, seems to transcend the fault lines of class and privilege. But one
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night at a party, a fateful incident leads their worlds to unravel with consequences
that change both their lives forever, and expose the deep turmoil inherent in the
frenetic energy of the new, aspiring India. An audacious debut, Fire Under Ash
marks the arrival of Indian fiction’s latest star, who takes a coruscating look at
Delhi’s beauty and brutality, writing the city as we’ve never read it before.

Fire Under Ash
The boy known as Tor Baz—the black falcon —wanders between tribes. He meets
men who fight under different flags, and women who risk everything if they break
their society’s code of honour. Where has he come from, and where will destiny
take him? Set in the decades before the rise of the Taliban, Jamil Ahmad’s stunning
debut takes us to the essence of human life in the forbidden areas where the
borders of Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan meet. Today the ‘tribal areas’ are often
spoken about as a remote region, a hotbed of conspiracies, drone attacks and
conflict. In The Wandering Falcon, this highly traditional, honour-bound culture is
revealed from the inside for the first time. With rare tenderness and perception,
Jamil Ahmad describes a world of custom and cruelty, of love and gentleness, of
hardship and survival; a fragile, unforgiving world that is changing as modern
forces make themselves known. With the fate-defying story of Tor Baz, he has
written an unforgettable novel of insight, compassion and timeless wisdom. It is
true, I am neither a Mahsud nor a Wazir. But I can tell you as little about who I am
as I can about who I shall be. Think of Tor Baz as your hunting falcon. That should
be enough.

Unmastered
"Mr. Hamid reaffirms his place as one of his generation's most inventive and gifted
writers." –Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times "A globalized version of The Great
Gatsby . . . [Hamid's] book is nearly that good." –Alan Cheuse, NPR "Marvelous and
moving." –TIME Magazine From the internationally bestselling author of The
Reluctant Fundamentalist and Exit West, the boldly imagined tale of a poor boy’s
quest for wealth and love His first two novels established Mohsin Hamid as a
radically inventive storyteller with his finger on the world’s pulse. How to Get Filthy
Rich in Rising Asia meets that reputation—and exceeds it. The astonishing and
riveting tale of a man’s journey from impoverished rural boy to corporate tycoon, it
steals its shape from the business self-help books devoured by ambitious youths all
over “rising Asia.” It follows its nameless hero to the sprawling metropolis where
he begins to amass an empire built on that most fluid, and increasingly scarce, of
goods: water. Yet his heart remains set on something else, on the pretty girl whose
star rises along with his, their paths crossing and recrossing, a lifelong affair
sparked and snuffed and sparked again by the forces that careen their fates along.
How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia is a striking slice of contemporary life at a
time of crushing upheaval. Romantic without being sentimental, political without
being didactic, and spiritual without being religious, it brings an unflinching gaze to
the violence and hope it depicts. And it creates two unforgettable characters who
find moments of transcendent intimacy in the midst of shattering change.

The Architecture of Happiness
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Longlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize 2019 Arnold Thomas Fanning had his first
experience of depression during adolescence, following the death of his mother.
Some ten years later, an up-and-coming playwright, he was overcome by mania
and delusions. Thus began a terrible period in which he was often suicidal,
increasingly disconnected from family and friends, sometimes in trouble with the
law, and homeless in London. Drawing on his own memories, the recollections of
people who knew him when he was at his worst, and medical and police records,
Arnold Thomas Fanning has produced a beautifully written, devastatingly intense
account of madness - and recovery, to the point where he has not had any serious
illness for over a decade and has become an acclaimed playwright. Fanning
conveys the consciousness of a person living with mania, psychosis and severe
depression with a startling precision and intimacy. Mind on Fire is the gripping,
sometimes harrowing, and ultimately uplifting testament of a person who has
visited hellish regions of the mind. ''Mind on Fire is a truly powerful, arresting,
haunting account. Arnold Thomas Fanning has reckoned with the darkest matter of
his heart and mind, and I challenge anyone not to be moved by that.'' Sara Baume,
author of Spill Simmer Falter Wither and A Line Made by Walking ''In this strange
and singular book, Arnold Thomas Fanning mercilessly excavates the infernal
underworld of his own years of madness. As reminiscent as it occasionally is of
John Healy''s The Grass Arena, and even of Orwell''s Down and Out in Paris and
London, the book is ultimately not quite like anything else I''ve read, and brought
me as close to the lived reality of mental illness as I have ever been. It''s a
significant achievement: a painful, inexorable work of autobiography, whose
existence is its own form of redemption.'' Mark O''Connell, Baillie Gifford Prizeshortlisted author of To Be a Machine ''[A] painfully intense, courageous and
gripping account of [Fanning''s] journey to the underworld of madness and back.
This is a brave and instructive book.'' Irish Times ''This is an extraordinary memoir
about how it feels to be depressed, delusional, desperate'' The Observer
''Incredibly important'' Emilie Pine, author of Notes to Self ''A ratcheting pace, a
tight first-person immediacy, and utterly staggering to be a passenger over its
entire warped course An indelible, ground-shaking account'' Hilary A White, Irish
Independent, Memoir of the Year, Best Reads of 2018 ''A spellbinding memoir that
should prove both moving and hopefully cathartic for the reader.'' RTE Culture
''Told in tight and immediate first-person, and imbued with a startling momentum
that ratchets unnervingly, Fanning''s publishing debut is a significant achievement
and should be a talking point in publishing this year.'' Irish Independent
''Extraordinary. An account of mental illness, grief, delusions, homelessness, a
fractured family relationship and all while trying to recover and create. Superb
writing on a frequently difficult subject.'' Sinéad Gleeson ''Fanning''s debut book
lays it on the line in a deeply personal and compelling chronicle of his descent into
depression and his way back out.'' RTE Guide ''Wonderful'' Joseph O''Connor, Irish
Times Books of the Year ''Unsparingly direct, searing and honest It is gripping to
read and must have been exhausting to live'' Medical Independent ''One of the
most gripping and revealing memoirs I''ve read in a long time. A controlled and
artful exploration of absolute loss of control, an unsettling and at times very
moving reconstruction of a period of serious mental illness, Mind on Fire is a
beautiful book about a terrifying thing.'' Mark O''Connell, Irish Times Books of the
Year ''Gripping'' Sinéad Gleeson, Irish Times Books of the Year ''Shocking'' Liz
Nugent, Irish Times Books of the Year ''Poignant, beautifully detailed memoir''
Sarah Gilmartin, Irish Times, Best debuts of 2018 ''Brave and illuminating'' Sunday
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Business Post ''This is the type of account that not only grips you wholesale as the
pages flitter past, it also changes your very perception of psychology'' Hilary A
White, Sunday Independent Memoir of the Year

The Reluctant Fundamentalist
A multidisciplinary reference on the collective experiences of women. Prepared by
425 scholars from all disciplines, features 701 alphabetically listed entries,
coverage of 1,250 historical figures, analysis of women and society and culture
throughout history, cross-references, and bibliography.

In Other Rooms, Other Wonders
Extending current scholarship on South Asian Urban and Literary Studies, this
volume examines the role of the discontents of the South Asian city. The collection
investigates how South Asian literature and literature about South Asia attends to
urban margins, regardless of whether the definition of margin is spatial,
psychological, gendered, or sociopolitical. That cities are a site of profound
paradoxes is nowhere clearer than in South Asia, where urban areas
simultaneously represent both the frontiers of globalization as well as the deeply
troubling social and political inequalities of the global south. Additionally, because
South Asian cities are defined by the palimpsestic confluence of, among other
things, colonial oppression, anticolonial nationalism, postcolonial governance, and
twenty-first century transnational capital, they are sites where the many faces of
empowerment and disempowerment are elaborated. The volume brings together
essays that emphasize myriad critical approaches—geospatial, urban-theoretical,
diasporic, subaltern, and others. United in their critical empathy for urban outcasts,
the chapters respond to central questions such as: What is the relationship
between the politico-economic narratives of globally emerging South Asian cities
and the dispossessed? How do South Asian cities stand in relationship to the nation
and, conversely, how might South Asians in diaspora construct these cities within
larger narratives of development, globalization, or as sources of authentic ethnic
identities? How is the very skeleton—the space, the territory—of South Asian cities
marked with and by exclusionary politics? How do the aesthetic and formal choices
undertaken by writers determine the potential for and limit to emancipation of
urban outcasts from their oppressive circumstances? Considering fiction,
nonfiction, comics, and genre fiction from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri
Lanka; literature from the twentieth and the twenty-first century; and works that
are Anglophone and those that are in translation, this book will be valuable to a
range of disciplines.

How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia
Sorayya Khan's debut novel is a powerful and poignant story of memory, family,
tragedy, and forgiveness. Set in modern-day Islambad, Pakistan, the book depicts
an extraordinary child who enables her mother, Sajida, and her grandfather, Ali, to
confront the pasts they have chosen to suppress. Through Noor's artwork, her
family members are transported through their haunted memories of the 1970
cyclone that claimed the lives of a million people and the violent atrocities of the
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1971 conflict between East and West Pakistan that eventually created the
independent country of Bangladesh. As Noor's drawings bring to life sights, sounds,
smells, and sensations from the past, her family is forced to admit of the betrayals
and disillusionments that they thought had been buried with time. Moving,
heartbreaking, and unsettling by turns, Noor is a novel about the horrors of war,
the power of forgiveness, and, most important, the strength of the human spirit.

Women's Studies Encyclopedia: G-P
Looking at a wide selection of Pakistani novels in English, this book explores how
literary texts imaginatively probe the past, convey the present, and project a
future in terms that facilitate a sense of collective belonging. The novels discussed
cover a range of historical movements and developments, including pre-20th
century Islamic history, the 1947 partition, the 1971 Pakistani war, the Zia years,
and post-9/11 Pakistan, as well as pervasive themes, including ethnonationalist
tensions, the zamindari system, and conspiracy thinking. The book offers a range
of representations of how and whether collective belonging takes shape, and
illustrates how the Pakistani novel in English, often overshadowed by the
proliferation of the Indian novel in English, complements Pakistani multi-lingual
literary imaginaries by presenting alternatives to standard versions of history and
by highlighting the issues English-language literary production bring to the fore in
a broader Pakistani context. It goes on to look at the literary devices and themes
used to portray idea, nation and state as a foundation for collective belonging. The
book illustrates the distinct contributions the Pakistani novel in English makes to
the larger fields of postcolonial and South Asian literary and cultural studies.

New Feminist Art Criticism
This “splendidly satirical novel” by the award-winning Pakistani author “beautifully
captures the absurdity and folly of war and its ineluctable impact” (Booklist,
starred review). An American pilot crash lands in the desert and finds himself on
the outskirts of the very camp he was supposed to bomb. After days spent
wandering and hallucinating from dehydration, Major Ellie is rescued by one of the
camp’s residents, a teenager named Momo, whose money-making schemes are
failing while his family falls apart. His older brother left for his first day of work at
an American base and never returned; his parents are at each other’s throats; his
dog is having a very bad day; and a well-meaning aid worker has shown up
wanting to research him for her book on the Teenage Muslim Mind. To escape the
madness, Momo sets out to search for his brother, and hopes his new Western
acquaintances might be able to help find him. But as the truth of Ali’s whereabouts
begin to unfold, the effects of American “aid” on this war-torn country are revealed
to be increasingly pernicious. In Red Birds, acclaimed author Mohammed Hanif
reveals critical truths about the state of the world with his trademark wit and keen
eye for absurdity.

Waking Lions
Masud Alam has lived in Australia for the past 30 of his 53 years. Now his father,
Abba, is dying, drifting in a haze of Alzheimer's, and Masud has returned to
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Bangladesh to say goodbye and to reconnect with his family. Unmarried, he
instantly becomes the focus of his mother's match-making, which involves a local
woman, Alya, who runs a factory providing jobs for rural women in a nearby
village. He also begins to realise how far his family's fortunes have fallen, and how
hard his brother Zia has had to work to keep them all afloat. As Masud reacquaints
himself with his family and with Bangladesh, he realises how little he really knows
them. Haunted by his own experiences as a soldier in Bangladesh's war of
independence, he is surprised by the shifting, complex attitudes of his old friends
and neighbours. He also discovers some family secrets, when a chance remark by
his father prompts him to examine some old family papers. But most disturbing of
all are the secrets of his young nephew, Omar, recently returned from America
with a quiet steeliness in his gaze

Postcolonial Urban Outcasts
An international literary sensation, this chilling thriller "exposes . . . a world so dark
that readers will come away terrified" (Wall Street Journal, India). An American
journalist has been kidnapped in Karachi, Pakistan, days before the American
president is due to visit. Those responsible have promised to execute him on video
on Christmas Day. With no other leads, Constantine D'Souza, a Christian police
officer, must get his former colleague Akbar Khan, a rogue cop imprisoned for a
crime he didn't commit, to help track down the journalist. But to do so, he has to
navigate the streets of Karachi, where police corruption is a way of life and political
motives are never what they seem. Caught between the United Front—the militant
ruling party—and the Pakistani Intelligence Agencies, D'Souza is in a race against
time to save a man's life and the honor of a nation. Modeled on true events, The
Prisoner is a fast-paced thriller that brings the byzantine politics and the moral
ambiguities of justice in Pakistan to life. With a gritty authenticity based on
personal experience, Omar Hamid reveals a society where corruption and
extremism are commonplace, and the line between good guys and bad guys is
never as clear as we would like.

The Baloch who is Not Missing and Others who are
An account of enforced disappearances in Baluchistan. The stories are based on
interviews conducted with families of the missing.

Poetry of the Taliban
The artist, the critic and the academic: feminism's problematic relationship with
'Theory'/ Janet Wolff -- Preaching to the converted? Feminist art publishing in the
1980s / Frances Borzello -- The sphinx contemplating Napoleon : black women
artists in Britain / Gilane Tawadros -- Reading between the lines: the imprinted
spaces of Sutapa Biswas / Moira Roth -- Modernism, art education and sexual
difference /Pen Dalton -- Eyewitnesses, not spectators/activists, not academics:
feminist pedagogy and women's creativity / Val A. Walsh -- Exhibiting strategies /
Debbie Duffin -- The situation of women curators / Elizabeth A. MacGregor -Afterthoughts on curating 'The subversive stitch' / Pennina Barnett -- The cult of
the individual / Fran Cottell -- On women dealers in the art world / Maureen Paley -Page 13/16
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Where do we draw the line? An investigation into the censorship of art / Anna
Douglas --Women's movements: feminism, censorship and performance art / Sally
Dawson -- Why have there been no great women pornagraphers? / Naomi Salaman
-- Just jamming: Irigaray, painting and psychoanalysis / Christine Battersby -Border crossing: womanliness, body, repre-sentation / Hilary Robinson -- (P)age 49:
on the subject of history / Mary Kelly -- Models of painting practice: too much body?
/ Joan Key --Text and textiles: weaving across the borderlines / Janis Jefferies
--Kinda art, sorta tapestry / Ann Newdigate -- Sewn constructions / Dinah Prentice -Penelope and the unravelling of history / Ruth Scheuing.

Perfect People
A thrillingly original exploration of a life lived under poetry's uniquely seductive
spell "Oh! there are spirits of the air," wrote Percy Bysshe Shelley. In this
stunningly original book Maureen N. McLane channels the spirits and voices that
make up the music in one poet's mind. Weaving criticism and memoir, My Poets
explores a life reading and a life read. McLane invokes in My Poets not necessarily
the best poets, nor the most important poets (whoever these might be), but those
writers who, in possessing her, made her. "I am marking here what most marked
me," she writes. Ranging from Chaucer to H.D. to William Carlos Williams to Louise
Glück to Shelley (among others), McLane tracks the "growth of a poet's mind," as
Wordsworth put it in The Prelude. In a poetical prose both probing and incantatory,
McLane has written a radical book of experimental criticism. Susan Sontag called
for an "erotics of interpretation": this is it. Part Bildung, part dithyramb, part
exegesis, My Poets extends an implicit invitation to you, dear reader, to consider
who your "my poets," or "my novelists," or "my filmmakers," or "my pop stars,"
might be.

The Perpetual Astonishment of Jonathon Fairfax
Jonathon Fairfax was astonished. This was nothing new. His first memory of being
astonished dated from the age of three, when his mother had quite casually
suggested that, instead of wearing a pair of comfy watertight pants, he should
spend the rest of his life holding in his wee and poo. Now, seventeen years later,
he was astonished because a huge, terrifying man in a smart dark-red balaclava
was asking him directions.' The man in the balaclava is on his way to a murder,
sparking a series of events that send Jonathon's astonishment to previously
unimagined heights. Before long, he is being astonished by secret government
documents (lightly buttered), a strikingly cool private detective/loss-adjustor, a lowspeed car chase, and a woundingly beautiful girl called Rachel.

Our Lady of Alice Bhatti
Moving from the elegant drawing rooms of Lahore to the mud villages of rural
Multan, a powerful collection of short stories about feudal Pakistan. An
impoverished young woman becomes a wealthy relative’s mistress; an electrician
on the make confronts his desperate assailant to protect his most prized
possession; a farm manager rises far in the world—but his family discovers after
his death the transience of power; a maid, who advances herself through sexual
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favours, unexpectedly falls in love. In these linked stories about the family and
household staff of the ageing KK Harouni, we meet masters and servants, landlords
and supplicants, politicians and electricians, village women, and Karachi
housewives. Part Chekhov, part RK Narayan, these stories are dark and light,
complex and humane; at heart about the relationship between the powerful and
powerless, bound together in life—and in death. Together they make up a vivid
portrait of a feudal world rarely brought alive in the English language. Sensuous,
graceful, melancholy, In Other Rooms, Other Wonders gives you Pakistan as you
have never seen it. It marks the debut of an amazing new talent.

Trespassing
Lewis Carroll is one of the world's best-loved writers. His immortal Wonderland and
delightful nonsense verses have enchanted generations of children and adults
alike. The wit and imagination, the wisdom, sense of absurdity and sheer fun which
fill his books shine just as clearly from the many letters he wrote. 'each is a
miniature Wonderland They reveal a truly delightful manthe combination of intense
goodness and unselfishness with a magic, nonsense wit is unique'. The Scotsman
'a magnificent collection of delightful and entertaining letters reflecting all that was
embraced in that remarkable characterall his charm, inventive fun, wisdom,
generosity, kindliness and inventive mind'. Walter Tyson, Oxford Times.

The Fire Kimono
Writers from Alice Walker to Michael Ondaatje to Claire Messud share their
thoughts on one of the most vital gatherings of writers and readers in the world.
The Palestine Festival of Literature was established in 2008 by authors Ahdaf
Soueif, Brigid Keenan, Victoria Brittain and Omar Robert Hamilton. Bringing writers
to Palestine from all corners of the globe, it aimed to break the cultural siege
imposed by the Israeli military occupation, to strengthen artistic links with the rest
of the world, and to reaffirm, in the words of Edward Said, "the power of culture
over the culture of power." Celebrating the tenth anniversary of PalFest, This Is Not
a Border is a collection of essays, poems, and sketches from some of the world's
most distinguished artists, responding to their experiences at this unique festival.
Both heartbreaking and hopeful, their gathered work is a testament to the power of
literature to promote solidarity and hope in the most desperate of situations.
Contributing authors include J. M. Coetzee, China Miéville, Alice Walker, Geoff Dyer,
Claire Messud, Henning Mankell, Michael Ondaatje, Kamila Shamsie, Michael Palin,
Deborah Moggach, Mohammed Hanif, Gillian Slovo, Adam Foulds, Susan Abulhawa,
Ahdaf Soueif, Jeremy Harding, Brigid Keenan, Rachel Holmes, Suad Amiry, Gary
Younge, Jamal Mahjoub, Molly Crabapple, Najwan Darwish, Nathalie Handal, Omar
Robert Hamilton, Pankaj Mishra, Raja Shehadeh, Selma Dabbagh, William Sutcliffe,
Atef Abu Saif, Yasmin El-Rifae, Sabrina Mahfouz, Alaa Abd El Fattah, Mercedes
Kemp, Ru Freeman.
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