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Irretrievable
A first-person account of a rather ordinary married man trapped in a domestic
triangle with his father and his wife. A powerful novel of social satire, black comedy
and first-rate entertainment.

Contempt
Jean-Luc Godard's early films revolutionized the language of cinema. Hugely
prolific in his first decade--Breathless, Contempt, Pierrot le Fou, Alphaville, and
Made in USA are just a handful of the seminal works he directed--Godard
introduced filmgoers to the generation of stars associated with the trumpeted
sexuality of postwar movies and culture: Brigitte Bardot, Jean Seberg, Jean-Paul
Belmondo, and Anna Karina. As the sixties wore on, however, Godard's life was
transformed. The Hollywood he had idolized began to disgust him, and in the midst
of the socialist ferment in France his second wife introduced him to the activist
student left. From 1968 to 1972, Europe's greatest director worked in the service
of Maoist politics, and continued thereafter to experiment on the far peripheries of
the medium he had transformed. His extraordinary later works are little seen or
appreciated, yet he remains one of Europe's most influential artists. Drawing on his
own working experience with Godard and his coterie, Colin MacCabe, in this first
biography of the director, has written a thrilling account of the French cinema's
transformation in the hands of Truffaut, Rohmer, Rivette, and Chabrol--critics who
toppled the old aesthetics by becoming, legendarily, directors themselves--and
Godard's determination to make cinema the greatest of the arts.

The Woman of Rome
Attending the deathbed of a renowned mathematician, his second wife and adult
children reflect on their personal demons, including the son's pretty wife, who has
caught the attention of the mischievous god Zeus.

The Pregnant Widow
Five people, family members and lovers, "are cast loose on the sea of modern
life--obsessed with what they want, what they feel they are owed, the wrongs that
have been done them, their loneliness."--Cover.
Page 1/10

Bookmark File PDF Contempt Alberto Moravia
Literary Tour of Italy
Obsessive and confessional, sifting over every action and thought, Contempt is a
tale about the precarious nature of love and integrity; a study of the limits of our
subjective nature and of storytelling itself. It was adapted for the screen by JeanLuc Godard in 1963.

Incidents in the Rue Laugier
Agostino
In this set of novellas, a few facts are constant. Sergio is a young intellectual, poor
and proud of his new membership in the Communist Party. Maurizio is handsome,
rich, successful with women, and morally ambiguous. Sergio’s young, sensual lover
becomes collateral damage in the struggle between these two men. All three of
these unfinished stories, found packed in a suitcase after Alberto Moravia’s death,
share this narrative premise. But from there, each story unfolds in a unique way.
The first patiently explores the slow unfurling of Sergio’s resentment toward
Maurizio. The second reveals the calculated bargain Maurizio offers in exchange for
his conversion to Sergio’s beloved Communism. And the third switches
dramatically to the first person, laying bare Sergio’s conflicted soul. Anyone
interested in literature will relish the opportunity to watch Moravia at work,
tinkering with his story and working at it from three unique perspectives.

Roman Tales
A Season with Verona
A New York Times bestseller by Mark Helprin, author of Winter's Tale, which is now
a major motion picture starring Colin Farrell, Jessica Brown Findlay, Russell Crowe,
William Hurt, and Jennifer Connelly Mark Helprin’s legions of devoted readers
cherish his timeless novels and short stories, which are uplifting in their conviction
of the goodness and resilience of the human spirit. Freddy and Fredericka—a
brilliantly refashioned fairy tale and a magnificently funny farce—only seems like a
radical departure of form, for behind the laughter, Helprin speaks of leaps of faith
and second chances, courage and the primacy of love. Helprin’s latest work, an
extraordinarily funny allegory about a most peculiar British royal family, is
immensely mocking of contemporary monarchy and yet deeply sympathetic to the
individuals caught in its lonely absurdities.

The Voyeur
Two Friends
This book is a wide-ranging introduction to the long history and provocative
debates about the interactions between film and literature. KEY TOPICS: Film and
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Literature: A Reader presents essays from a variety of cultures that address the
major issues in the exchange between film and literature since the beginning of
the twentieth century. The book provides landmark discussions of different genres
and practices (such as poetry and movies or film scripts as literature) through
writings by such figures as Vachel Lindsay, Walter Benjamin, and Alexander Astruc.
It presents a concise, but detailed history of film and literature and the critical
terms and techniques used in film and literary analysis as well as a detailed history
of the bond between film and literature, from theatrical narratives of the silent film
era to recent blockbuster adaptations of Shakespeare and Jane Austen. It also
features introductions to each essay and suggests how the essays may be used to
analyze works involving film and literature. An essential resource for every reader
interested in film.

The Communist
A thirteen-year-old boy spending the summer at a Tuscan seaside resort feels
displaced in his beautiful widowed mother's affections by her cocksure new
companion and strays into the company of some local young toughs and their
unsettling leader, a fleshy older boatman with six fingers on each hand. Initially
repelled by their squalor and brutality, repeatedly humiliated for his well-bred
frailty and above all for his ingenuousness in matters of women and sex, the boy
nonetheless finds himself masochistically drawn back to the gang's rough games.
And yet what he has learned is too much for him to assimilate; instead of the
manly calm he had hoped for he is beset by guilty curiosity and an urgent desire to
sever, at any cost, the thread of troubled sensuality that binds him to his mother
still. Alberto Moravia's classic and yet still startling portrait of innocence lost was
written in 1941 but rejected by Fascist censors and not published until 1944, when
it became a best seller and secured the author the first literary prize of his career.
Revived here in a sparkling new translation by Michael F. Moore, Agostinois poised
to enthrall and astonish a twenty-first-century audience.

The lie
"Molteni, the narrator, aspires to be a man of letters, but has taken a job as a
screenwriter in order to support his beautiful wife, Emilia. Frustrated by his work,
he becomes convinced that Emilia no longer loves him--that in fact she despises
him-- and as he relentlessly interrogates her about the true nature of her feelings,
he makes his deepest fear (or secret desire) come true. Molteni is one of the great
appalling characters of twentieth-century fiction--a man of sensitivity and
intelligence who is incorrigibly blind to his own nature."--Back cover.

After Nature
An acclaimed author of novels and short stories, Tim Parks - who was described in
a recent review as "e;one of the best living writers of English"e; - has delighted
audiences around the world with his finely observed writings on all aspects of
Italian life and customs. This volume contains a selection of his best essays on the
literature of his adopted country.From Boccaccio and Machiavelli through to
Moravia and Tabucchi, from the Stil Novo to Divisionism, across centuries of history
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and intellectual movements, these essays will give English readers, and lovers of
the Bel Paese and its culture, the lay of the literary land of Italy.

Life of Moravia
An autobiography of Moravia unusually set in the form of an interview with his
friend, the writer Alain Elkann. It well illustrates how Moravia put much of his life
into his books and demonstrates the literary use he made of the bourgeois world of
his childhood in Rome, of his encounter with facism under Mussolini, of his months
in hiding from the Germans in the mountains south of Rome, and of his marriage to
two of the leading writers of his time - Elsa Morante and Dacia Maraini. Alberto
Moravia's classic novel 'The Woman of Rome' is also available from Turnaround.

Contempt
Two Women
Opposites attract, and Helmut Holk and Christine Arne, the appealing married
couple at the center of this engrossing book by one of Germany’s greatest
novelists, could not be less alike. Christine is a serious soul from a devout
background. She is brooding and beautiful and devoted to her husband and their
two children. Helmut is lighthearted and pleasure-loving and largely content to
defer to his wife’s deeper feelings and better wisdom. They live in a beautiful large
house overlooking the sea, which they built themselves, and have been happily
married for twenty-three years—only of late a certain tension has crept into their
dealings with each other. Little jokes, casual endearments, long-meditated plans:
they all hit a raw nerve. How a couple can slowly drift apart, until one day they find
themselves in a situation which is nothing they ever wished for but from which
they cannot go back, is at the heart of this timeless story of everyday life. Theodor
Fontane’s great gift is to tell the story effectively in his characters’ own words,
listening to how they talk and fail to talk to each other, watching them turn away
from their own true feelings as much as from each other. Irretrievable is a
nuanced, affectionate, enormously sophisticated, and profoundly humane
reckoning with the blindness of love.

His Only Son
Contempt
In Mildred Pierce, noir master James M. Cain creates a novel of acute social
observation and devasting emotional violence, with a heroine whose ambitions and
sufferings are never less than recognizable. Mildred Pierce had gorgeous legs, a
way with a skillet, and a bone-deep core of toughness. She used those attributes to
survive a divorce and poverty and to claw her way out of the lower middle class.
But Mildred also had two weaknesses: a yen for shiftless men, and an unreasoning
devotion to a monstrous daughter.
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The Infinities
Alain Elkann has mastered the art of the interview. With a background in novels
and journalism, and having published over twenty books translated across ten
languages, he infuses his interviews with innovation, allowing them to flow freely
and organically. Alain Elkann Interviews will provide an unprecedented window into
the minds of some of the most well-known and -respected figures of the last
twenty-five years.

The Photograph
Bove's tale of a World War I veteran living in postwar Paris, searching for friendship
and warmth, is an ironic, entertaining masterpiece by one of France's favorite
authors. My Friends is Emmanuel Bove’s first and most famous book, and it begins
simply, though unusually, enough: “When I wake up, my mouth is open. My teeth
are furry: it would be better to brush them in the evening, but I am never brave
enough.” Victor Baton is speaking, and he is a classic little man, of no talent or
distinction or importance and with no illusions that he has any of those things,
either; in fact, if he is exceptional, it is that life’s most basic transactions seem to
confound him more than they do the rest of us. All Victor wants is to be loved, all
he wants is a friend, and as he strays through the streets of Paris in search of love
or friendship or some fleeting connection, we laugh both at Victor’s meekness and
at his odd pride, but we feel with him, too. Victor is after all a kind of everyman,
the indomitable knight of human fragility. And, in spite of everything, he, or at
least his creator, is some kind of genius, investing the back streets and rented
rooms of the city and the unsorted moments of daily life with a weird and
unforgettable clarity.

The Time of Indifference
A political tale about an Italian anti-Fascist and the encounter he has with a
German girl. The story takes place in 1934 on a boat ride to Capri. It details the
relationship between an Italian anti-Fascist - Lucio - and a scared, suicide-seeking
German girl. It addresses large philosophical questions like the meaning of life,
love and death, through the author's art.

Two Adolescents: the Stories of Agostino and Luca
Gyula Krúdy is a marvelous writer who haunted the taverns of Budapest and lived
on its streets while turning out a series of mesmerizing, revelatory novels that are
among the masterpieces of modern literature. Krúdy conjures up a world that is
entirely his own—dreamy, macabre, comic, and erotic—where urbane
sophistication can erupt without warning into passion and madness. In Sunflower
young Eveline leaves the city and returns to her country estate to escape the
memory of her desperate love for the unscrupulous charmer Kálmán. There she
encounters the melancholy Álmos-Dreamer, who is languishing for love of her, and
is visited by the bizarre and beautiful Miss Maszkerádi, a woman who is a force of
nature. The plot twists and turns; elemental myth mingles with sheer farce: Krúdy
brilliantly illuminates the shifting contours and acid colors of the landscape of
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desire. John Bátki’s outstanding translation of Sunflower is the perfect introduction
to the world of Gyula Krúdy, a genius as singular as Robert Walser, Bruno Schulz,
or Joseph Roth.

Film and Literature
The eagerly anticipated new novel from the inimitable Martin Amis. Summer 1970
— a long, hot summer. In a castle in Italy, half a dozen young lives are afloat on
the sea of change, trapped inside the history of the sexual revolution. The girls are
acting like boys, and the boys are going on acting like boys, and Keith Nearing —
twenty years old, a literature student all clogged up with the English novel — is
struggling to twist feminism and the rise of women towards his own ends. The
sexual revolution may have been a velvet revolution (in at least two senses), but it
wasn't bloodless — and now, in the twenty-first century, the year 1970 finally
catches up with Keith Nearing. The Pregnant Widow is a comedy of manners and a
nightmare, brilliant, haunting and gloriously risqué. It is Martin Amis at his fearless
best. From the Hardcover edition.

Sunflower
After Nature, W. G. Sebald’s first literary work, now translated into English by
Michael Hamburger, explores the lives of three men connected by their restless
questioning of humankind’s place in the natural world. From the efforts of each,
“an order arises, in places beautiful and comforting, though more cruel, too, than
the previous state of ignorance.” The first figure is the great German Re-naissance
painter Matthias Grünewald. The second is the Enlightenment botanist-explorer
Georg Steller, who accompanied Bering to the Arctic. The third is the author
himself, who describes his wanderings among landscapes scarred by the wrecked
certainties of previous ages. After Nature introduces many of the themes that W.
G. Sebald explored in his subsequent books. A haunting vision of the waxing and
waning tides of birth and devastation that lie behind and before us, it confirms the
author’s position as one of the most profound and original writers of our time. From
the Hardcover edition.

Two Women
From the time Carrie Taylor discovered the magical worlds of romance novels, she
devoured them one right after the other. She not only thrilled to each new hero,
one more dashing than the one before, but Carrie clearly saw herself as each
beautiful heroine waiting to be rescued by each daring hero. And then one day, she
brought home a photograph. A very special photograph and suddenly her
imaginary hero turned into a living and breathing man. Or did he? At one time
Black Eagle scoffed at the girls of his village wishing on a falling star. And yet his
one great wish, that of a woman of his own, was never realized. And then one
night, he wished upon a star. Can the love of a man from the past help a modern
woman with her modern problems in a modern world?

My Friends
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The Two of Us
Contempt is a brilliant and unsettling work by one of the revolutionary masters of
modern European literature. All the qualities for which Alberto Moravia is justly
famous—his cool clarity of expression, his exacting attention to psychological
complexity and social pretension, his still-striking openness about sex—are evident
in this story of a failing marriage. Contempt (which was to inspire Jean-Luc
Godard’s no-less-celebrated film) is an unflinching examination of desperation and
self-deception in the emotional vacuum of modern consumer society.

Erotic Tales
Mildred Pierce
Marrow and Bone
Maud Gonthier yearns for an escape from the cocoon of the bourgeois modesty.
The splendid, caddish David Tyler appears to offer one. In this stylish, deeply
knowing novel by the author of Hotel du Lac, Maud's seduction creates a chemistry
of longing, sensuality, and betrayal--with a surprising climax. 240 pp.

The Fancy Dress Party
19 short stories set in the poorer parts and slums of Rome and whose heros are
the ordinary people - plumbers, washerwomen, thieves, small shopkeepers and
prostitutes. newspapers in London and Paris. He now lives in Rome and is a wellestablished writer.

1934
A daughter and her mother fight to survive in Rome during the Second World War.
Cesira, a widowed Roman shopkeeper, and Rosetta, a naive teenager of beauty
and devout faith.

Alain Elkann Interviews
A unique political coming of age story, now in English for the first time. An NYRB
Classics Original Walter Ferranini has been born and bred a man of the left. His
father was a worker and an anarchist; Walter himself is a Communist. In the 1930s,
he left Mussolini’s Italy to fight Franco in Spain. After Franco’s victory, he left Spain
for exile in the United States. With the end of the war, he returned to Italy to work
as a labor organizer and to build a new revolutionary order. Now, in the late 1950s,
Walter is a deputy in the Italian parliament. He is not happy about it. Parliamentary
proceedings are too boring for words: the Communist Party seems to be filling up
with ward heelers, timeservers, and profiteers. For Walter, the political has always
taken precedence over the personal, but now there seems to be no refuge for him
anywhere. The puritanical party disapproves of his relationship with Nuccia, a
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tender, quizzical, deeply intelligent editor who is separated but not divorced, while
Walter is worried about his health, haunted by his past, and increasingly troubled
by knotty questions of both theory and practice. Walter is, always has been, and
always will be a Communist, he has no doubt about that, and yet something has
changed. Communism no longer explains the life he is living, the future he hoped
for, or, perhaps most troubling of all, the life he has led.

ROMAN TALES
The unlikely hero of His Only Son, Bonifacio Reyes, is a romantic and a flautist by
vocation—and a failed clerk and kept husband by necessity—who dreams of a
novelesque life. Tied to his shrill and sickly wife by her purse strings, he enters
timidly into a love affair with Serafina, a seductive second-rate opera singer,
encouraged by her manager who mistakes Bonifacio for a potential patron.
Meanwhile, Bonifacio’s wife experiences a parallel awakening and in the midst of a
long-barren marriage, surprises them both with a son—but is it Bonifacio’s? In the
accompanying novella, Doña Berta, the heroine of the title, an aged, poor, but wellborn woman, forfeits her beloved estate in search of a portrait that may be all that
remains of the secret love of her life. While largely unknown outside of Spain,
Leopoldo Alas was one of the most celebrated writers of criticism in nineteenthcentury Spain and employed his satirical talents to powerful and humorous effect
in fiction. His Only Son was Alas’s second and final novel, full of characteristic
humor, naturalistic detail, descriptive beauty, and moral complexity. His frail and
pitiful characters—irrational, emotional actors drawn inexorably toward their
foolish fates—are yet multidimensional individuals, often conscious of their own
weaknesses and stymied by their very yearnings to be more than the parts they
find themselves playing.

Bitter Honeymoon and Other Stories
Interviews with the genius behind The Man in the High Castle and countless other
science fiction classics. In the field of science fiction, Philip K. Dick is unparalleled.
His novel Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? became the classic film Blade
Runner. His short story “The Minority Report” was adapted for the screen by
Steven Spielberg. The Man in the High Castle has become a hit series on Amazon,
and those titles represent only a small fraction of his work. In November 1982, six
months before the author’s untimely death, journalist Gwen Lee recorded the first
of several in-depth discussions with Philip K. Dick that continued over the course of
the next three months. This transcription is a fascinating read for anyone
interested in the field of science fiction. “These transcripts bring fresh
insights—notably, into the imaginative biotech plot line of the unwritten The Owl in
Daylight . . . Dick also discusses music, writing, philosophers and his 1974–1975
mystical visions, when the revelation of his son’s undiagnosed birth defect—‘down
to anatomical details’—saved the child’s life . . . Fans will rejoice.” —Publishers
Weekly

Freddy and Fredericka
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What If Our World Is Their Heaven?
The Empty Canvas
Is Italy a united country, or a loose affiliation of warring states? Is Italian football
(which we Americans know as “soccer”) a sport, or an ill-disguised protraction of
ancient enmities? After twenty years in the bel paese, Tim Parks goes on the road
to follow the fortunes of his hometown soccer club, Hellas Verona, to pay a
different kind of visit to some of the world’s most beautiful cities, and to get a fresh
take on the conundrum that is national character. From Udine to Catania, from the
San Siro to the Olimpico, traveling with the raucous and unruly Verona
fans—whose conduct is a cross between that of asylum inmates and the Keystone
Kops—Tim Parks offers his highly personal account of one man’s relationship with a
country, its people, and its national sport. The clubs are struggling, as always, to
keep their heads above water in Series A. The fans, as always, are accused of
vulgarity, racism, and violence. It’s an election year and politics encroaches. The
police are ambiguous, the journeys exhausting, the referees unforgivable, the
anecdotes hilarious. And behind it all is the growing intuition that in a world
stripped of idealism and bereft of religion, soccer offers a new and fiercely ironic
way of forming community and engaging with the sacred.

Godard
A moving, darkly funny road trip novel about World War II, returning to one's
birthplace, and coming to terms with tragedy. West Germany, 1988, just before the
fall of the Berlin Wall: Jonathan Fabrizius, a middle-aged erstwhile journalist, has a
comfortable existence in Hamburg, bankrolled by his furniture-manufacturing
uncle. He lives with his girlfriend Ulla in a grand, decrepit prewar house that just by
chance escaped annihilation by the Allied bombers. One day Jonathan receives a
package in the mail from the Santubara Company, a luxury car company,
commissioning him to travel in their newest V8 model through the People’s
Republic of Poland and to write about the route for a car rally. Little does the
company know that their choice location is Jonathan’s birthplace, for Jonathan is a
war orphan from former East Prussia, whose mother breathed her last fleeing the
Russians and whose father, a Nazi soldier, was killed on the Baltic coast. At first
Jonathan has no interest in the job, or in dredging up ancient family history, but as
his relationship with Ulla starts to wane, the idea of a return to his birthplace, and
the money to be made from the gig, becomes more appealing. What follows is a
darkly comic road trip, a queasy misadventure of West German tourists in
Communist Poland, and a reckoning that is by turns subtle, satiric, and genuine.
Marrow and Bone is an uncomfortably funny and revelatory odyssey by one of the
most talented and nuanced writers of postwar Germany.
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