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The Getaway Car

The fascinating personal story of one of the most
celebrated talents in today’s music scene The star of
the Metropolitan Opera's recent revival of Dvorak's
Rusalka, soprano Renée Fleming brings a
consummately beautiful voice, striking interpretive
talents, and compelling artistry to bear on
performances that have captivated audiences in
opera houses and recital halls throughout the world.
In The Inner Voice—a book that is the story of her own
artistic development and the “autobiography” of her
voice—this great performer presents a unique and
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privileged look at the making of a singer and offers
hard-won, practical advice to aspiring performance
artists everywhere. From her youth as the child of two
singing teachers through her years at Juilliard, from
her struggles to establish her career to her
international success, The Inner Voice is a luminous,
articulate, and candid self-portrait of a contemporary
artist—and the most revelatory examination yet of
the performing life.

My Mortal Enemy

The bold and boundlessly original debut novel from
the Oscar®-winning screenwriter of Being John
Malkovich, Adaptation, Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind, and Synecdoche, New York.
LONGLISTED FOR THE CENTER FOR FICTION FIRST
NOVEL PRIZE • “A dyspeptic satire that owes much to
Kurt Vonnegut and Thomas Pynchon . . . propelled by
Kaufman’s deep imagination, considerable writing
ability and bull’s-eye wit."—The Washington Post “An
astonishing creation . . . riotously funny . . . an
exceptionally good [book].”—The New York Times
Book Review “Kaufman is a master of language . . . a
sight to behold.”—NPR B. Rosenberger Rosenberg,
neurotic and underappreciated film critic (failed
academic, filmmaker, paramour, shoe salesman who
sleeps in a sock drawer), stumbles upon a hitherto
unseen film made by an enigmatic outsider—a film
he’s convinced will change his career trajectory and
rock the world of cinema to its core. His hands on
what is possibly the greatest movie ever made—a
three-month-long stop-motion masterpiece that took
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its reclusive auteur ninety years to complete—B.
knows that it is his mission to show it to the rest of
humanity. The only problem: The film is destroyed,
leaving him the sole witness to its inadvertently
ephemeral genius. All that’s left of this work of art is a
single frame from which B. must somehow attempt to
recall the film that just might be the last great hope of
civilization. Thus begins a mind-boggling journey
through the hilarious nightmarescape of a psyche as
lushly Kafkaesque as it is atrophied by the relentless
spew of Twitter. Desperate to impose order on an
increasingly nonsensical existence, trapped in a self-
imposed prison of aspirational victimhood and
degeneratively inclusive language, B. scrambles to re-
create the lost masterwork while attempting to keep
pace with an ever-fracturing culture of “likes” and
arbitrary denunciations that are simultaneously his
bête noire and his raison d’être. A searing indictment
of the modern world, Antkind is a richly layered
meditation on art, time, memory, identity, comedy,
and the very nature of existence itself—the grain of
truth at the heart of every joke.

Carter Beats the Devil

Detailed notes accompany modern translations of the
stories of Oedipus, a king who is unable to escape his
tragic fate and ends his days in exile

A Simple Favor

The classic tale of adventure and death on a
mysterious Arctic island, from the acclaimed master
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of action and suspense.

The Handling of Words

How should you live? Should you devote yourself to
perfecting a single talent or try to live a balanced life?
Should you lighten up and have more fun, or buckle
down and try to achieve greatness? Should you try to
be a better friend? Should you be self-critical or self-
accepting? And how should you decide among the
possibilities open to you? Should you consult experts,
listen to your parents, do lots of research? Make lists
of pros and cons, or go with your gut? These are not
questions that can be answered in general or in the
abstract. Rather, these questions are addressed to
the first person point of view, to the perspective each
of us occupies when we reflect on how to live without
knowing exactly what we're aiming for. To answer
them, The Reflective Life focuses on the process of
living one's life from the inside, rather than on
defining goals from the outside. Drawing on
traditional philosophical sources as well as literature
and recent work in social psychology, Tiberius argues
that, to live well, we need to develop reflective
wisdom: to care about things that will sustain us and
give us good experiences, to have perspective on our
successes and failures, and to be moderately self-
aware and cautiously optimistic about human nature.
Further, we need to know when to think about our
values, character, and choices, and when not to. A
crucial part of wisdom, Tiberius maintains, is being
able to shift perspectives: to be self-critical when we
are prepared for it, but not when it will undermine our
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success; to be realistic, but not to the extent that we
are immobilized by the harsh facts of life; to examine
life when reflection is appropriate, but not when we
should lose ourselves in experience.

Lambslide

A Study Guide for Ann Patchett's "Bel Canto,"
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project,
trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

Escape Goat

The response to Glen David Gold's debut novel, Carter
Beats the Devil, was extraordinary. He hypnotized us
with his portrait of a 1920s magic-obsessed America
and of Charles Carter--a.k.a. Carter the Great--a
young master performer whose skill as an illusionist
exceeded even that of the great Houdini. Filled with
historical references that evoke the excesses and
exuberance of Roaring Twenties pre-Depression
America, Carter Beats the Devil is a complex and
illuminating story of one man's journey through a
magical and sometimes dangerous world, where
illusion is everything.

Bel Canto [Movie Tie-in]
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Based on her lauded commencement address at
Sarah Lawrence College, this stirring essay by
bestselling author Ann Patchett offers hope and
inspiration for anyone at a crossroads, whether
graduating, changing careers, or transitioning from
one life stage to another. With wit and candor,
Patchett tells her own story of attending college,
graduating, and struggling with the inevitable
question, What now? From student to line cook to
teacher to waitress and eventually to award-winning
author, Patchett's own life has taken many twists and
turns that make her exploration genuine and
resonant. As Patchett writes, "'What now?' represents
our excitement and our future, the very vitality of
life." She highlights the possibilities the unknown
offers and reminds us that there is as much joy in the
journey as there is in reaching the destination.

Bel Canto/bel Canto

What happens when the person who is your family is
someone you aren't bound to by blood? What
happens when the person you promise to love and to
honor for the rest of your life is not your lover, but
your best friend? In Truth & Beauty, her frank and
startlingly intimate first work of nonfiction, Ann
Patchett shines a fresh, revealing light on the world of
women's friendships and shows us what it means to
stand together. Ann Patchett and Lucy Grealy met in
college in 1981, and, after enrolling in the Iowa
Writers' Workshop, began a friendship that would be
as defining to both of their lives as their work was. In
her critically acclaimed and hugely successful
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memoir, Autobiography of a Face, Lucy Grealy wrote
about losing part of her jaw to childhood cancer, the
years of chemotherapy and radiation, and then the
endless reconstructive surgeries. In Truth & Beauty,
the story isn't Lucy's life or Ann's life, but the parts of
their lives they shared. This is a portrait of
unwavering commitment that spans twenty years,
from the long, cold winters of the Midwest, to surgical
wards, to book parties in New York. Through love,
fame, drugs, and despair, this book shows us what it
means to be part of two lives that are intertwined.
This is a tender, brutal book about loving a person we
cannot save. It is about loyalty, and about being lifted
up by the sheer effervescence of someone who knew
how to live life to the fullest.

What Now?

#1 New York Times Bestseller The acclaimed,
bestselling author—winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award
and the Orange Prize—tells the enthralling story of
how an unexpected romantic encounter irrevocably
changes two families’ lives. One Sunday afternoon in
Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny
Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before evening
falls, he has kissed Franny’s mother, Beverly—thus
setting in motion the dissolution of their marriages
and the joining of two families. Spanning five
decades, Commonwealth explores how this chance
encounter reverberates through the lives of the four
parents and six children involved. Spending summers
together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children
forge a lasting bond that is based on a shared
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disillusionment with their parents and the strange and
genuine affection that grows up between them.
When, in her twenties, Franny begins an affair with
the legendary author Leon Posen and tells him about
her family, the story of her siblings is no longer hers
to control. Their childhood becomes the basis for his
wildly successful book, ultimately forcing them to
come to terms with their losses, their guilt, and the
deeply loyal connection they feel for one another.
Told with equal measures of humor and heartbreak,
Commonwealth is a meditation on inspiration,
interpretation, and the ownership of stories. It is a
brilliant and tender tale of the far-reaching ties of love
and responsibility that bind us together.

Run LP

Sabine—twenty years a magician's assistant to her
handsome, charming husband—is suddenly a widow.
In the wake of his death, she finds he has left a final
trick; a false identity and a family allegedly lost in a
tragic accident but now revealed as very much alive
and well. Named as heirs in his will, they enter
Sabine's life and set her on an adventure of
unraveling his secrets, from sunny Los Angeles to the
windswept plains of Nebraska, that will work its own
sort of magic on her.

Random Obsessions

From the international bestselling author of Bel Canto
and Commonwealth, Ann Patchett, and the bestselling
illustrator of the Fancy Nancy series, Robin Preiss
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Glasser, comes a hilarious children’s story about a
slide made just for lambs. Nicolette Farmer is running
for class president, and the rest of the Farmer family
tells her she’ll wind by a landslide. A pack of
overconfident lambs mistakenly hear lambslide and
can’t believe there’s a slide made just for them. But
when they can’t find one on the farm, there’s only
one thing left to do: take a vote! They campaign.
They bargain. They ask all the other animals if they,
too, would like a lambslide. Will the lambs ever get
their special slide? Find out in this epic collaboration
between Patchett and Glasser, who create the perfect
children’s book.

Horse People

A finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, The Plague of
Doves—the first part of a loose trilogy that includes
the National Book Award-winning The Round House
and LaRose—is a gripping novel about a long-
unsolved crime in a small North Dakota town and
how, years later, the consequences are still being felt
by the community and a nearby Native American
reservation. Though generations have passed, the
town of Pluto continues to be haunted by the murder
of a farm family. Evelina Harp—part Ojibwe, part
white—is an ambitious young girl whose grandfather,
a repository of family and tribal history, harbors
knowledge of the violent past. And Judge Antone Bazil
Coutts, who bears witness, understands the weight of
historical injustice better than anyone. Through the
distinct and winning voices of three unforgettable
narrators, the collective stories of two interwoven
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communities ultimately come together to reveal a
final wrenching truth. Bestselling author Louise
Erdrich delves into the fraught waters of historical
injustice and the impact of secrets kept too long.

Florence Foster Jenkins

First published in 1926, this book is Willa Cather's
sparest and most dramatic novel, a dark and
prescient portrait of a marriage that subverts our
oldest notions about the nature of domestic
happiness. As a young woman, Myra Henshawe gave
up a fortune to marry for love--a boldly romantic
gesture that became a legend in her family. But this
worldly, sarcastic, and perhaps even wicked woman
may have been made for something greater than
love. In her portrait of Myra and in her exquisitely
nuanced depiction of her marriage, Cather shows the
evolution of a human spirit as it comes to bridle
against the constraints of ordinary happiness and
seek an otherwordly fulfillment. My Mortal Enemy is a
work whose drama and intensely moral imagination
make it unforgettable. BONUS: The edition includes
an excerpt from The Selected Letters of Willa Cather.

The Plague of Doves

John Nickel, an African-American blues musician
managing a Memphis bar, hires a white brother and
sister, even though he knows they mean trouble, as
he pines to be reunited with his son. By the author of
The Patron Saint of Liars. National ad/promo. Tour.
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Tree of Smoke

Soon to be a major motion picture from Lionsgate
starring Anna Kendrick, Blake Lively and Henry
Golding, and directed by Paul Feig "Riveting and
brilliantly structured, A Simple Favor is an edge-of-
your seat domestic thriller about a missing wife and
mother that relies on a rotating cast of unreliable
narrators to ingeniously examine the cost of
competitive mom-friends, the toll of ordinary marital
discontent and the fallacy of the picture-perfect,
suburban family."—Kimberly McCreight, New York
Times bestselling author She’s your best friend. She
knows all your secrets. That’s why she’s so
dangerous. A single mother's life is turned upside
down when her best friend vanishes in this chilling
debut thriller in the vein of Gone Girl and The Girl on
the Train. It starts with a simple favor—an ordinary
kindness mothers do for one another. When her best
friend, Emily, asks Stephanie to pick up her son Nicky
after school, she happily says yes. Nicky and her son,
Miles, are classmates and best friends, and the five-
year-olds love being together—just like she and Emily.
A widow and stay-at-home mommy blogger living in
woodsy suburban Connecticut, Stephanie was lonely
until she met Emily, a sophisticated PR executive
whose job in Manhattan demands so much of her
time. But Emily doesn’t come back. She doesn’t
answer calls or return texts. Stephanie knows
something is terribly wrong—Emily would never leave
Nicky, no matter what the police say. Terrified, she
reaches out to her blog readers for help. She also
reaches out to Emily’s husband, the handsome,
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reticent Sean, offering emotional support. It’s the
least she can do for her best friend. Then, she and
Sean receive shocking news. Emily is dead. The
nightmare of her disappearance is over. Or is it?
Because soon, Stephanie will begin to see that
nothing—not friendship, love, or even an ordinary
favor—is as simple as it seems. A Simple Favor is a
remarkable tale of psychological suspense—a clever
and twisting free-fall of a ride filled with betrayals and
reversals, twists and turns, secrets and revelations,
love and loyalty, murder and revenge. Darcey Bell
masterfully ratchets up the tension in a taut,
unsettling, and completely absorbing story that holds
you in its grip until the final page.

State of Wonder

Renowned teacher presents the "vocal alphabet," or
basic instructions and exercises that formed the
voices of her own students, who included Melba and
Calvé. Topics include breathing, attack, registers,
voice management, and projection.

The Inner Voice

Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and selected as a
New York Times Notable Book, Swimming Home is a
sexy psychological thriller from a highly acclaimed
writer. Poet Joe and his war-correspondent wife Isabel
arrive with their daughter and another couple to a
rented villa in the south of France to discover a body
floating face down in the swimming pool. But the girl
is very much alive. She is Kitty Finch: a sexy,
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mysterious young woman who walks naked out of the
water and straight into the heart of their holiday. But
why is she there? What does she want from them all?
And why does Joe’s enigmatic wife invite her to stay?
Taking place over a single week, Swimming Home
reveals how a group of beautiful, flawed tourists in
the French Riviera come loose at the seams. Both
profound and thrilling, Deborah Levy explores what it
means to be alive and how the most devastating
secrets are the ones we keep from ourselves.

Swimming Home

Presents a collection of stories selected from
magazines in the United States and Canada

Bear Island

In 1992, celebrated novelist Ann Patchett launched
her remarkable career with the publication of her
debut novel, The Patron Saint of Liars. On this 25th
anniversary, read the best-selling book that is
“beautifully written . . . a first novel that second- and
third-time novelists would envy for its grace, insight,
and compassion” (Boston Herald). St. Elizabeth's, a
home for unwed mothers in Habit, Kentucky, usually
harbors its residents for only a little while. Not so
Rose Clinton, a beautiful, mysterious woman who
comes to the home pregnant but not unwed, and
stays. She plans to give up her child, thinking she
cannot be the mother it needs. But when Cecilia is
born, Rose makes a place for herself and her
daughter amid St. Elizabeth's extended family of nuns
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and an ever-changing collection of pregnant teenage
girls. Rose's past won't be kept away, though, even by
St. Elizabeth's; she cannot remain untouched by what
she has left behind, even as she cannot change who
she has become in the leaving.

Antkind

From the international bestselling author of Bel Canto
and The Dutch House, Ann Patchett, and the
bestselling illustrator of the Fancy Nancy series, Robin
Preiss Glasser, comes a hilarious and heartwarming
story about a goat who keeps getting all the blame,
but ultimately teaches one family about the
importance of honesty and owning up to your
mistakes. The Farmer family has a big problem! Every
day their goat escapes, and every day, Mr. Farmer
brings him back. So when things start to go awry on
the farm, it must be the goat’s fault. Who’s to blame
when Mrs. Farmer’s petunias are trampled? Or when
all the cupcakes for Archie’s party disappear? And
when the whole bucket of paint is spilled? Of course,
everyone blames the goat! But is it really his fault?
Find out in this epic collaboration between Ann
Patchett and Robin Preiss Glasser, who create this
perfect picture book about telling the truth.

A Study Guide for Ann Patchett's Bel
Canto

Opera 101
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"The journey from the head to the hand is perilous
and lined with bodies. It is the road on which nearly
everyone who wants to write-and many of the people
who do write-get lost."So writes Ann Patchett in "The
Getaway Car", a wry, wisdom-packed memoir of her
life as a writer. Here, for the first time, one of
America's most celebrated authors ("State of
Wonder", "Bel Canto", "Truth and Beauty"), talks at
length about her literary career-the highs and the
lows-and shares advice on the craft and art of writing.
In this fascinating look at the development of a
novelist, we meet Patchett's mentors (Allan Gurganas,
Grace Paley, Russell Banks), see where she made
wrong turns (poetry), and learn how she gets the
pages written (an unromantic process of pure hard
work). Woven through engaging anecdotes from
Patchett's life are lessons about writing that offer an
inside peek into the storytelling process and provide a
blueprint for anyone wanting to give writing a serious
try. The bestselling author gives pointers on
everything from finding ideas to constructing a plot to
combating writer's block. More than that, she conveys
the joys and rewards of a life spent reading and
writing. "What I like about the job of being a novelist,
and at the same time what I find so exhausting about
it, is that it's the closest thing to being God that
you're ever going to get," she writes. "All of the
decisions are yours. You decide when the sun comes
up. You decide who gets to fall in love"In this Byliner
Original by the new digital publisher Byliner, "The
Getaway Car" is a delightful autobiography-cum-
user's guide that appeals to both inspiring writers and
anyone who loves a great story.
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Writers & Company

Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize New York Times
Bestseller | A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club
Pick | A New York Times Book Review Notable Book |
TIME Magazine's 100 Must-Read Books of 2019
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by NPR, The
Washington Post; O: The Oprah Magazine, Real
Simple, Good Housekeeping, Vogue, Refinery29, and
Buzzfeed Ann Patchett, the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of Commonwealth, delivers her
most powerful novel to date: a richly moving story
that explores the indelible bond between two siblings,
the house of their childhood, and a past that will not
let them go. The Dutch House is the story of a
paradise lost, a tour de force that digs deeply into
questions of inheritance, love and forgiveness, of how
we want to see ourselves and of who we really are. At
the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy
combines luck and a single canny investment to begin
an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family
from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of
business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in
the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a
surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the
undoing of everyone he loves. The story is told by
Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the
brilliantly acerbic and self-assured Maeve, are exiled
from the house where they grew up by their
stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown back
into the poverty their parents had escaped from and
find that all they have to count on is one another. It is
this unshakeable bond between them that both saves
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their lives and thwarts their futures. Set over the
course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark
fairy tale about two smart people who cannot
overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of
success, Danny and Maeve are only truly comfortable
when they’re together. Throughout their lives they
return to the well-worn story of what they’ve lost with
humor and rage. But when at last they’re forced to
confront the people who left them behind, the
relationship between an indulged brother and his ever-
protective sister is finally tested.

The Best American Short Stories 2006

In a voice so unfailingly chipper it's suspicious, Alex
Burrett poses in fiction some disturbing yet certainly
possible futures for the human race (and other
ambitious, earthbound mammals). Always ready with
an impeccable phrase or a sly wink, he shares stories
of the most darkly ironic sort, including a field report
from a human abattoir, a chronicle of dating Death,
and, of course, the tale of the goat that ate its own
legs. These thirty brilliant, bizarre, and morbidly
hilarious "tales for adults" will delight anyone who
doesn't take life (or death) too seriously.

Nashville

The Pulitzer Prize–winning author’s “astonishing”
debut novel, about a son’s struggle to find his own
identity and integrity (The New York Times). Michael
Chabon, author of The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier & Clay, Moonglow, and The Yiddish
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Policeman’s Union, is one of the most acclaimed
talents in contemporary fiction. The Mysteries of
Pittsburgh, published when Chabon was just twenty-
five, is the beautifully crafted debut that propelled
him into the literary stratosphere. Art Bechstein may
be too young to know what he wants to do with his
life, but he knows what he doesn’t want: the life of his
father, a man who laundered money for the mob. He
spends the summer after graduation finding his own
way, experimenting with a group of brilliant and
seductive new friends: erudite Arthur Lecomte, who
opens up new horizons for Art; mercurial Phlox, who
confounds him at every turn; and Cleveland, a poetry-
reciting biker who pulls him inevitably back into his
father’s mobbed-up world. A New York Times
bestseller, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh was called
“astonishing” by Alice McDermott, and heralded the
arrival of one of our era’s great voices. This ebook
features a biography of the author.

Truth & Beauty

Now a major motion picture starring Julianne Moore
and Ken Watanabe. New York Times Bestseller Ann
Patchett’s award winning, bestselling novel that
balances themes of love and crisis as disparate
characters learn that music is their only common
language—now a major motion picture starring
Julianne Moore and Ken Watanabe. “Blissfully
romantic…. A terrific, spellcasting story.” — San
Francisco Chronicle Somewhere in South America, at
the home of the country's vice president, a lavish
birthday party is being held in honor of the powerful
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businessman Mr. Hosokawa. Roxanne Coss, opera's
most revered soprano, has mesmerized the
international guests with her singing. It is a perfect
evening—until a band of gun-wielding terrorists takes
the entire party hostage. But what begins as a
panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly evolves into
something quite different, a moment of great beauty,
as terrorists and hostages forge unexpected bonds
and people from different continents become
compatriots, intimate friends, and lovers.

The Magician's Assistant

The lives of Skip Sands, a spy-in-training engaged in
psychological operations against the Vietcong, and
brothers Bill and James Houston, young men who drift
out of the Arizona desert into a war, intertwine in a
compelling novel of America during the Vietnam War.

The Reflective Life

Taft

Heart of Darkness meets The Poisonwood Bible in the
most ambitious and mesmeric book yet from the
Orange prize-winning author of Bel Canto.

Bel Canto

The Mysteries of Pittsburgh
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This is a terrific resource for students and educators
of literary fiction. The newer novels of our time have
few supportive interpretations as of yet; the classics
have too many. BOOKCLUB-IN-A-BOX is the spot to
come for a literary perspective and understanding
that is just right. If you have suffered from a lack of
discussion topics in the past, use this guide! Sections
include: Literary Interpretation; Writing Style and
Structure; Themes and Focus Points;
Characaterisation; Historical Information; Novel
Summary; Author Information; Images, Symbols and
Metaphors; Important Quotes. This set includes: The
complete BOOKCLUB-IN-A-BOX Guidebook; A Read-
Alongside-Guide (RAG) -- a quick reference of fast
facts and things to consider while reading the novel
which can be copied and distributed to members; A
BOOKCLUB-IN-A-BOX sticky notepad to highlight
important passages and to record your important
thoughts; Bookmarks to keep your place in all those
great novels you're going to read.

My Goat Ate Its Own Legs

Florence Foster Jenkins was the most famous, though
untalented, soprano in twentieth century America.
Her extraordinary story is now a film directed by
Stephen Frears starring Meryl Streep as the
indomitable Florence Foster Jenkins and Hugh Grant
as her husband/manager, St. Clair Bayfield. In this full-
length biography tie-in to the film, Nicholas Martin,
the scriptwriter, and Jasper Rees take a deeper look at
her life and times. Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
in 1868, Florence adored music, but her wealthy
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father refused to allow her to study in Europe. In
1909, she inherited a considerable sum of money
when her father died. It was then that she began to
take singing lessons, vowed to become a great
soprano and met St Clair Bayfield. At seventy six,
after a lifetime supporting classical music societies
and giving self-financed recitals, she gave a solo
concert at Carnegie Hall that drew Cole Porter, Gypsy
Rose Lee and other luminaries to the sold-out hall. It
was a night to remember. Florence felt she had
triumphed, but the crowd roared with laughter. After
a lifetime of singing to entertain others, she didn’t
know the one thing that everyone else did and that
St. Clair Bayfield kept from her: she had a terrible
voice and couldn’t sing a note. Florence Foster Jenkins
is the book everyone will be reading after Meryl
Streep brings this unintentionally funny and
ultimately heartbreaking American woman to life.

Commonwealth

Bestselling author Michael Korda's Horse People is the
story -- sometimes hilariously funny, sometimes sad
and moving, always shrewdly observed -- of a lifetime
love affair with horses, and of the bonds that have
linked humans with horses for more than ten
thousand years. It is filled with intimate portraits of
the kind of people, rich or poor, Eastern or Western,
famous or humble, whose lives continue to revolve
around the horse. Korda is a terrific storyteller, and
his book is intensely personal and seductive, a joy for
everyone who loves horses. Even those who have
never ridden will be happy to saddle up and follow
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him through the world of horses, horse people, and
the riding life.

Bel Canto

When terrorists seize hostages at an embassy party,
an unlikely assortment of people is thrown together,
including American opera star Roxanne Coss, and Mr.
Hosokawa, a Japanese CEO and her biggest fan.

Bookclub in a Box Discusses Khaled
Hosseini's Novel a Thousand Splendid
Suns

Since their mother's death, Tip and Teddy Doyle have
been raised by their loving, possessive, and ambitious
father. As the former mayor of Boston, Bernard Doyle
wants to see his sons in politics, a dream the boys
have never shared. But when an argument in a
blinding New England snowstorm inadvertently
causes an accident that involves a stranger and her
child, all Bernard Doyle cares about is his ability to
keep his children—all his children—safe. Set over a
period of twenty-four hours, Run shows us how worlds
of privilege and poverty can coexist only blocks apart
from each other, and how family can include people
you've never even met. Suspenseful and stunningly
executed, Run is ultimately a novel about secrets,
duty, responsibility, and the lengths we will go to
protect our children.

This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage
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This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage is an irresistible
blend of literature and memoir revealing the big
experiences and little moments that shaped Ann
Patchett as a daughter, wife, friend and writer. Here,
Ann Patchett shares entertaining and moving stories
about her tumultuous childhood, her painful early
divorce, the excitement of selling her first book,
driving a Winnebago from Montana to Yellowstone
Park, her joyous discovery of opera, scaling a six-foot
wall in order to join the Los Angeles Police
Department, the gradual loss of her beloved
grandmother, starting her own bookshop in Nashville,
her love for her very special dog and, of course, her
eventual happy marriage. This Is the Story of a Happy
Marriage is a memoir both wide ranging and deeply
personal, overflowing with close observation and
emotional wisdom, told with wit, honesty and
irresistible warmth.

The Patron Saint of Liars

Nashville: Scenes from the New American South
beautifully captures my home city of Nashville in this
exciting moment of change and growth.— AL GORE
This book is excruciatingly gorgeous. Every page
makes me homesick. —CONNIE BRITTON A great book
about a great city.— JOHN PRINE This has been a time
of such great change for Nashville that I think we are
all very curious to see who we are now.— GILLIAN
WELCH This book reminds me, in the sweetest way
possible, that I probably should have never left
Nashville.— CHRIS THILE Introduction by Pulitzer Prize-
winning Author Jon Meacham A dynamic, experiential,
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and intimate portrait that explores the many sides of
the legendary Southern city and country music
capital, from award-winning writers Ann Patchett, Jon
Meacham, and acclaimed photographer Heidi Ross.
Nashville is a creative collaboration that awakens the
senses, providing a virtual immersion in this unique
American city hailed as the Athens of the South.
Patchett, Ross, and Meacham in his introduction, at
once capture both the city’s iconic historical side—its
deep, rich Southern roots, from its food and festivals
to its famous venues, recording studios, and
style—and its edgier, highly vibrant creative side,
which has made it a modern cultural mecca
increasingly populated by established and upcoming
artists in art, film, and music. Nashville celebrates
Nashvillians’ beloved locales and events, both
established and new, that are the heart of the city’s
character including: Bobbie’s Dairy Dip Broadway
Cumberland River Buchanan Arts District Bolton’s
Chicken and Fish Dino’s East Nashville Tomato Arts
Festival Germantown The Gulch Grand Ole Opry Pie
Town (SoBro) Pride Festival Prince’s Hot Chicken
Schermerhorn Symphony Center Stanley Cup Playoffs
Tennessee Performing Arts Center Tennessee State
Fair Third Man Records WXNA Independent Radio
Here, too, are engaging vignettes spotlighting the
diverse talent that makes the Tennessee city a
significant cultural incubator and influencer, including
singer-songwriters Marty Stuart, Gillian Welsh, and
Dave Rawlings; film director Harmony Korine, textile
designer Andra Eggleston, country music fashion
designer to the stars Manuel, chef Margot
McCormack, acclaimed pastry chef Lisa Donovan, and
model and musician Karen Elson. Blending
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exceptional narrative, evocative
photography—including 175 black-and-white and
color photographs—and a bold graphic design,
Nashville is an intimate, textured panorama that
brilliantly illuminates one of America’s most
remarkable treasures.

The Dutch House

Opera is the fastest growing of all the performing arts,
attracting audiences of all ages who are enthralled by
the gorgeous music, vivid drama, and magnificent
production values. If you've decided that the time has
finally come to learn about opera and discover for
yourself what it is about opera that sends your
normally reserved friends into states of ecstatic
abandon, this is the book for you. Opera 101 is
recognized as the standard text in English for anyone
who wants to become an opera lover--a clear,
friendly, and truly complete handbook to learning how
to listen to opera, whether on the radio, on
recordings, or live at the opera house. Fred Plotkin, an
internationally respected writer and teacher about
opera who for many years was performance manager
of the Metropolitan Opera, introduces the reader
(whatever his or her level of musical knowledge) to all
the elements that make up opera, including: A brief,
entertaining history of opera; An explanation of key
operatic concepts, from vocal types to musical
conventions; Hints on the best way to approach the
first opera you attend and how to best understand
what is happening both offstage and on; Lists of
recommended books and recordings, and the most
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complete traveler's guide to opera houses around the
world. The major part of Opera 101 is devoted to an
almost minute-by-minute analysis of eleven key
operas, ranging from Verdi's thunderous masterpiece
Rigoletto and Puccini's electrifying Tosca through
works by Mozart, Donizetti, Rossini, Offenbach,
Tchaikovsky, and Wagner, to the psychological
complexities of Richard Strauss's Elektra. Once you
have completed Opera 101, you will be prepared to
see and hear any opera you encounter, thanks to this
book's unprecedentedly detailed and enjoyable
method of revealing the riches of opera.

The Three Theban Plays

Did you know Thomas Jefferson’s grandson was an ax
murderer? Don’t you delight knowing some dinosaurs
were teeny tiny as hens? Before buying that plane
ticket, don’t you NEED to know which exotic islands
still have cannibals? Wonder what it’s like to live in
Hell Town at the End of the World? How about an
ailment so surreal it’s named after Alice in
Wonderland? In Random Obsessions: Trivia You Can’t
Live Without, historian Nick Belardes has dug into the
raw source material found in historical archives,
scientific studies, and libraries the world over. You’ll
also read first-person interviews with people who can
explain the unexplained, from the permanently
puzzling Mothman conspiracy to secret Star Wars Jedi
religious cults, and the charmingly eccentric reason
why British aerospace engineers sent teddy bears
floating out into space. Truly trivia you can’t live
without, Random Obsessions is filled with facts, lists,
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definitions, and astonishing information guaranteed to
provide you with the best cocktail conversation for
many years to come! Your guide, Nick Belardes, has
devoted his life to poking around the peculiar and
perplexing. Explore the unknown stories behind why
the nation’s capitol didn’t stay in Philadelphia, why
some fossils are smiling, and how, if Preparation H
existed in the early 1800s, Napoleon would have won
Waterloo. These real-world facts are outlandish
enough to sharpen your brain and occupy your mind
for hours of reading. This book is so fascinating and
fun, you’ll become obsessed, too!
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