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The Patient Ferment of the Early Church
New to this expanded & updated edition are revisions of Ferguson's original
material, updated bibliographies, & a fresh dicussion of first century social life, the
Dead Sea Scrolls & much else.

Understandings of the Church
Ernest Everett Just was not like other scientists of his time. He saw the whole,
where others saw only parts. He noticed details others failed to see. He persisted in
his research despite the discrimination and limitations imposed on him as an
African American. His keen observations of sea creatures revealed new insights
about egg cells and the origins of life. Through stunning illustrations and lyrical
prose, this picture book presents the life and accomplishments of this long
overlooked scientific pioneer.

The Early Church at Work and Worship - Volume 3
A collection of five lectures which provide a much-needed study of the demonic in
New Testament literature and thought, with useful summaries of demonology in
the Greek and Jewish literature of that era.

Encyclopedia of Early Christianity, Second Edition
This collection of 21 essays in honor of Professor Everett Ferguson focuses on a
variety of aspects of the early church and the environment.
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The Vast Wonder of the World
This volume contains 28 essays in honor of Abraham J. Malherbe, whose work has
been especially influential in exploring modes of cultural interaction between early
Jews and Christians and their Graeco-Roman neighbors.

Demonology of the Early Christian World
The Church of Christ
This volume addresses the most important issues related to the study of New
Testament writings. Two respected senior scholars have brought together a team
of distinguished specialists to introduce the Jewish, Hellenistic, and Roman
backgrounds necessary for understanding the New Testament and the early
church. Contributors include renowned scholars such as Lynn H. Cohick, David A.
deSilva, James D. G. Dunn, and Ben Witherington III. The book includes seventyfive photographs, fifteen maps, numerous tables and charts, illustrations, and
bibliographies. All students of the New Testament will value this reliable, up-todate, comprehensive textbook and reference volume on the New Testament world.

Early Christians Speak, Vol. 1 3rd Ed.
What was life like for first-century Christians? Imagine a modest-sized Roman
home of a well-to-do Christian household wedged into a thickly settled quarter of
Corinth. In the lingering light of a summer evening, men, women and children,
merchants, working poor and slaves, a mix of races and backgrounds have
assembled in the dimly lit main room are are spilling into the central courtyard.
This odd assortment of gathered believers—some thirty in number—are attentive
as the newly arrived and travel-weary emissary from Paul reads from the papyrus
scroll he has brought from their apostolic mentor. But if you were to be transported
to this scene you would perhaps be overwhelmed by a flood of unexpected
difference. The voice of the reader recedes as through open windows the din and
clamor of the city assault your ears. Hooves clunk and cart wheels grind and echo
from the street while drivers shout, vendors call and neighbors gather and
converse. And later, as you accompany a family through darkened and dangerous
streets to their third-story tenement apartment, you might try to mask your shock
at the cramped and unsafe conditions. In The Greco-Roman World of the New
Testament Era James Jeffers provides an informative and scenic tour of daily life
during the time of Jesus and the apostles. He affords "you-are-there" glimpses of
everything from legal codes to dinner foods, from social hierarchy to apartment
living, from education to family dynamics. His eye-opening book will advance your
understanding of the New Testament and early Christianity and enrich your
reading and application of the Bible.

The Rule of Faith
Contents1 Introduction: The Dismantling and Reassembling of the Categories of
New Testament Scholarship2 Kerygma and History in the New Testament3 LOGOI
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SOPHON: On the Gattung of Q4 GNOMAI DIAPHOROI: The Origin and Nature of
Diversification in the History of Early Christianity5 One Jesus and Four Primitive
Gospels6 The Structure and Criteria of Early Christian Beliefs7 The Johannine
Trajectory8 Conclusion: The Intention and Scope of Trajectories

The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical Interpretation
First published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

I Was Hungry
The Bible was the essence of virtually every aspect of the life of the early
churches. The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical Interpretation explores a
wide array of themes related to the reception, canonization, interpretation, uses,
and legacies of the Bible in early Christianity. Each section contains overviews and
cutting-edge scholarship that expands understanding of the field. Part One
examines the material text transmitted, translated, and invested with authority,
and the very conceptualization of sacred Scripture as God's word for the church.
Part Two looks at the culture and disciplines or science of interpretation in
representative exegetical traditions. Part Three addresses the diverse literary and
non-literary modes of interpretation, while Part Four canvasses the communal
background and foreground of early Christian interpretation, where the Bible was
paramount in shaping normative Christian identity. Part Five assesses the
determinative role of the Bible in major developments and theological
controversies in the life of the churches. Part Six returns to interpretation proper
and samples how certain abiding motifs from within scriptural revelation were
treated by major Christian expositors. The overall history of biblical interpretation
has itself now become the subject of a growing scholarship and the final part
skilfully examines how early Christian exegesis was retrieved and critically
evaluated in later periods of church history. Taken together, the chapters provide
nuanced paths of introduction for students and scholars from a wide spectrum of
academic fields, including classics, biblical studies, the general history of
interpretation, the social and cultural history of late ancient and early medieval
Christianity, historical theology, and systematic and contextual theology. Readers
will be oriented to the major resources for, and issues in, the critical study of early
Christian biblical interpretation.

Backgrounds of Early Christianity
Understandings of the Church explores the ways imagery is used by biblical writers
and early Christian teachers such as Cyprian, Ignatius of Antioch, Tertullian,
Clement of Alexandria, and Origen to describe the concept of church. Ad Fontes:
Early Christian Sources is a series designed to present ancient Christian texts
essential to an understanding of Christian theology, ecclesiology, and practice. The
books in the series will make the wealth of early Christian thought available to new
generations of students of theology and provide a valuable resource for the
church. Developed in light of recent patristic scholarship, the volumes will provide
a representative sampling of theological contributions from both East and West.
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The volumes of the series are relevant for a variety of courses from introduction to
theology to classes on doctrine and the development of Christian thought. The goal
of each volume is not to be exhaustive, but rather representative enough to
denote for a nonspecialist audience the multivalent character of early Christian
thought, allowing readers to see how and why early Christian doctrine and practice
developed the way it did.

The Early Church in Its Context
The rule of faith was a summary of apostolic preaching and teaching made by
writers of the early Christian centuries. As such it carries great importance for what
the early church considered basic to its being and identity. It was not a fixed text,
like a creed, but varied in wording and content according to circumstances. Yet,
despite this flexibility and diversity, there is a clear Christ-centered, Trinitarian
core at the heart of the rule shared by the early apostolic churches. In this short
guide, Everett Ferguson introduces readers to the primary sources of our
knowledge of the rule, the variety of ways in which ancient Christian authors spoke
of the rule, and different scholarly attempts to interpret this ancient evidence.
Ferguson argues that statements of the rule of faith were used to instruct new or
potential converts, to combat false teachings, and to provide a framework for
interpreting the Scriptures. He maintains that the rule retains considerable
importance for churches of the twenty-first century.

The New Testament in Its Literary Environment
This is the fourth edition of Dr. Ferguson's book entitled The New Testament
Church. It has 13 chapters so it is ideal to use with a class for one quarter. Dr.
Ferguson did extensive corrections especially in the Scripture references. He also
added new material.

Early Christianity and Judaism
First published in 1993. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

A New History of Early Christianity
These freshly translated documents cover the main trends of Christian spirituality
from the second to the seventh centuries

The New Testament Church
Economic realities have been increasingly at the center of discussion of the New
Testament and early church. Studies have tended to be either apologetic in tone,
or haphazard with regard to economic theory, or both‒‒either imagining the
ancients as involved in “primitive” economic relationships, or else projecting the
modern capitalist preoccupation with markets and the enterprising individual back
onto first-century realities. Roland Boer and Christina Petterson blaze a new trail,
relying on the expansive work on the Roman economy of G. E. M. de Ste. Croix
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(who was relatively uninterested in the New Testament, however) and on the
theoretical framework of the Regulation school. Theoretically flexible and
responsive to historical data, Regulation theory gives appropriate regard to the
centrality of agriculture in the ancient world and finds economic instability to be
the norm, except for brief episodes of imposed stability. Boer and Petterson find
the Roman world in crisis as slavery expands, transforming the agricultural
economy so that slave estates could supply the needs of the polis. Successive
chapters describe aspects of the economic crisis in the first century and turn at last
to understand the ideological role played by nascent Christianity.

Early Christian Spirituality
Hunger is one of the most significant issues in America. One in eight Americans
struggles with hunger, and more than thirteen million children live in food insecure
homes. As Christians we are called to address the suffering of the hungry and poor:
"For I was hungry, and you gave me food . . ." (Matthew 25:35). However, the
problems of hunger and poverty are too large and too complex for any one of us to
resolve individually. I Was Hungry offers not only an assessment of the current
crisis but also a strategy for addressing it. Jeremy Everett, a noted advocate for the
hungry and poor, calls Christians to work intentionally across ideological divides to
build trust with one another and impoverished communities and effectively end
America's hunger crisis. Everett, appointed by US Congress to the National
Commission on Hunger, founded and directs the Texas Hunger Initiative, a
successful ministry that is helping to eradicate hunger in Texas and around the
globe. Everett details the organization's history and tells stories of its work with
communities from West Texas to Washington, DC, helping Christians of all political
persuasions understand how they can work together to truly make a difference.

Baptism in the Early Church
The writings of the Church Fathers form a distinct body of literature that shaped
the early church and built upon the doctrinal foundations of Christianity
established within the New Testament. Christian literature in the period
c.100-c.400 constitutes one of the most influential textual oeuvres of any religion.
Written mainly in Greek, Latin and Syriac, Patristic literature emanated from all
parts of the early Christian world and helped to extend its boundaries. The History
offers a systematic account of that literature and its setting. The works of
individual writers in shaping the various genres of Christian literature is
considered, alongside three general essays, covering distinct periods in the
development of Christian literature, which survey the social, cultural and doctrinal
context within which Christian literature arose and was used by Christians. This is a
landmark reference book for scholars and students alike.

The World of the New Testament
"Tracing the astonishing transformation that the early Christian church underwent from sporadic niches of Christian communities surviving in the wake of a horrific
crucifixion to sanctioned alliance with the state - Charles Freeman shows how
freedom of thought was curtailed by the development of the concept of faith. The
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imposition of 'correct belief' and an institutional framework that enforced
orthodoxy were both consolidating and stifling. Uncovering the church's
relationships with Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek philosophy and Greco-Roman
society, Freeman offers dramatic new accounts of Paul, the resurrection, and the
church fathers and emperors."--BOOK JACKET.

Studies in Early Christianity
Many recognise Everett Ferguson as the definitive voice on early Christianity,
patristic writing and ecclesiology. The Early Church at Work and Worship is a
challenging collection, broad in scope and formidable in depth. This is the first
volume ofFerguson's collected essays, and includes some of his most memorable
work, especially on laying on of hands. Practices of Ordination and attitudes to
religious schism in antiquity are analysed by the scholar in this collection, which
not only includes articles and publications from various sources, but also previously
unpublished material.

The Dynamics of Christian Mission
This magisterial volume is a comprehensive survey of the doctrine and practice of
baptism in the first five centuries of Christian history, arranged geographically
within chronological periods. Baptism in the Early Church covers the antecedents
to Christian baptism and traces the history of Christian doctrine and practice from
the New Testament through the writings of the church fathers of the fourth and
fifth centuries. The book deals primarily with the literary sources, though it also
gives attention to depictions of baptism (primarily of Jesus) in various art forms and
to the surviving baptismal fonts.Ferguson's thorough study points to the central
importance of baptism in the early church. Many blessings were attributed to
baptism, but the two earliest and most consistently mentioned are forgiveness of
sins and the reception of the Holy Spirit; faith and repentance were necessary in
order to receive these benefits. Jewish immersion rites, the practice of John the
Baptist, the meaning of the words used for baptism, the literary descriptions, and
the material remains argue that full immersion was the normal practice, and the
evidence from art is consistent with this interpretation.Containing nearly
everything currently known about the early Christian ritual of baptism, with
extensive citations to the primary and secondary literature, Ferguson's Baptism in
the Early Church is destined to be a standard reference work."

Don't Sleep, There are Snakes
Paul Barnett not only places the New Testament within the world of caesars and
Herods, proconsuls and Pharisees, Sadducee and revolutionaries, but argues that
the mainspring and driving force of early Christian history is the historical Jesus.

Jesus Outside the New Testament
This is the third volume of Ferguson's collected essays, and includes some of his
most memorable work, especially on "laying on of hands."
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The Early Church at Work and Worship
This book employs a methodology that I have found helpful in dealing with other
topics. This procedure is to assemble the New Testament texts on the topic and
interpret them, then check this interpretation against usage in early Christian
literature outside the New Testament, and finally to examine the doctrinal
considerations to determine if the interpretation rests on solid biblical theology.
Rather than gathering quotations from secondary literature, my approach is to
read the source documents in the original and present the texts in their context. At
the time of first edition of the book, mine was the fullest collection of historical
statements on early church music readily available. Other studies since that time
are largely supportive of the historical facts presented in my work, even if the
authors do not consider the evidence normative for today. My conclusion is that
the practice of unaccompanied congregational singing rests on good biblical,
historical and doctrinal grounds.

The Cambridge History of Early Christian Literature
In The Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Today, respected biblical scholar
Everett Ferguson presents a genuine biblical theology of the church. By
systematically examining the New Testament's teaching on the existence,
meaning, and purpose of the church, providing responsible coverage of the
traditional topics in ecclesiology, and carefully grounding ecclesiology in the
person and work of Christ, Ferguson unveils a comprehensive model of the church
that is both biblically centered and relevant to a world on the verge of the twentyfirst century.

Introduction to the New Testament
This lively book provides the first comprehensive discussion of the production,
circulation, and use of books in early Christianity. From how libraries were formed
to how the books were produced, transcribed, published and disseminated.

Time of Troubles
Highly respected New Testament scholar D. A. Carson provides students and
pastors with expert guidance on choosing a commentary for any book of the New
Testament. The seventh edition has been updated to assess the most recently
published commentaries. Carson examines sets, one-volume commentaries, and
New Testament introductions and theologies, offering evaluative comments on the
available offerings for each New Testament book. This is an essential guide to
building a reference library.

New Testament Commentary Survey
Trajectories through Early Christianity
Many recognise Everett Ferguson as the definitive voice on early Christianity,
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patristic writing and ecclesiology. The Early Church at Work and Worship is a
challenging collection, broad in scope and formidable in depth.

Jewish Backgrounds of the New Testament
Although Daniel Everett was a missionary, far from converting the Pirahs, they
converted him. He shows the slow, meticulous steps by which he gradually
mastered their language and his gradual realisation that its unusual nature closely
reflected its speakers' startlingly original perceptions of the world. Everett
describes how he began to realise that his discoveries about the Pirah language
opened up a new way of understanding how language works in our minds and in
our lives, and that this way was utterly at odds with Noam Chomsky's universally
accepted linguistic theories. The perils of passionate academic opposition were
then swiftly conjoined to those of the Amazon in a debate whose outcome has yet
to be won. Everett's views are most recently discussed in Tom Wolfe's bestselling
The Kingdom of Speech. Adventure, personal enlightenment and the makings of a
scientific revolution proceed together in this vivid, funny and moving book.

The New Testament Background
These studies in early church history cover various aspects of the church life of
early Christians. They focus on the second century. What did the second century
Christian leaders say about faith, baptism, infant baptism, worship services, the
Lord's Supper, prayer, singing, church organization, mercy and the role of women?
New Testament texts bearing on the topic are listed at the beginning of each
chapter. We are talking about the same community of people, the same church, as
existed in the New Testament. Such writings have an important bearing on the
interpretation of the Scriptures.

The Greco-Roman World of the New Testament Era
In this text, Paul E. Pierson, Dean Emeritus of the School of Intercultural Studies at
Fuller Theological Seminary, guides the reader through a missiological view of
history from Christ to the present. Pierson particularly highlights the contexts by
which the biblical faith moved into new and different cultures. Today, the Christian
faith, is the most geographically and culturally diverse worldwide movement that
exists. Paul E. Pierson's book illuminates how this amazing fact has come about
and how the trend will continue. Sign up for the WCIU Press newsletter to be
notified about new books from this author and more! http: //eepurl.com/rB15L

Early Christianity and Classical Culture
Presents evidence and information, aside from the Christian scriptures, on the life
and teaching of Jesus Christ. Features excerpts in Roman correspondence and the
early Christian writings known as the "New Testament Apocrypha.".

The Early Church at Work and Worship, Vol I
A study of the relationship between the New Testament writings and other
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literature of late antiquity. This comprehensive introduction identifies and
describes the major literary genres and forms found in the New Testament and
Early Christian non-canonical literature. Comparing them with those prevalent in
Judaism and Hellenism, it sheds light on the conventions that the New Testament
writers chose to follow.

Early Christians Speak
How and why did the early church grow in the first four hundred years despite
disincentives, harassment, and occasional persecution? In this unique historical
study, veteran scholar Alan Kreider delivers the fruit of a lifetime of study as he
tells the amazing story of the spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire.
Challenging traditional understandings, Kreider contends the church grew because
the virtue of patience was of central importance in the life and witness of the early
Christians. They wrote about patience, not evangelism, and reflected on prayer,
catechesis, and worship, yet the church grew--not by specific strategies but by
patient ferment.

In the Shadow of the Temple
A Cappella Music in the Public Worship of the Church
This survey of intertestamental Judaism illuminates the customs and controversies
that provide essential background for understanding the New Testament. Scott
opens a door into the Jewish world and literature leading up to the development of
Christianity. He also offers an accessible overview of the data through helpful
charts, maps, and diagrams incorporated throughout the text to engage his
readers.

Books and Readers in the Early Church
Oskar Skarsaune gives us a new look into the development of the early church and
its practice by showing us the evidence of interaction between the early Christians
and rabbinic Judaism. He offers numerous fascinating episodes and glimpses into
this untold story.

Jesus and the Rise of Early Christianity
The general purpose of this book is to provide a broad understanding of the
background and message of the New Testament. It opens with chapters on the
time between the Old and New Testaments, giving information on history,
institutions and literature, and goes on to discuss the language of the New
Testament, the text and its transmission, the canon, and the individual books of
the New Testament. For each of them the author provides a helpful outline and
introduces the reader to a greater understanding of the text by a discussion of
such matters as purpose, background, date, authorship, characteristics or principal
concepts, taking into full account the most significant findings and interpretations
of recent scholars. The author also provides general essays on the Gospels and on
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the Epistles.
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