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Sound Figures
On 6 April 1967, at the invitation of the Socialist Students of Austria at the
University of Vienna, Theodor W. Adorno gave a lecture which is not merely of
historical interest. Against the background of the rise of the National Democratic
Party of Germany, which had enjoyed remarkable electoral success in the first two
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years after its formation in November 1964, Adorno analysed the goals, resources
and tactics of the new right-wing nationalism of this time. Contrasting it with the
‘old’ fascism of the Nazis, Adorno gave particular attention to the ways in which farright movements elicited enthusiastic support in sections of the West German
population, 20 years after the war had ended. Much has changed since then, but
some elements have remained the same or resurfaced in new forms, 50 years
later. Adorno’s penetrating analysis of the sources of right-wing radicalism is as
relevant today as it was five decades ago. It is a prescient message to future
generations who find themselves embroiled once again in a struggle against a
resurgent nationalism and right-wing extremism.

Aesthetics and World Politics
"A book of landmark importance. It is unprecedented in its design: a brilliantly
selected group of essays on music coupled with lucid, deeply incisive, and in every
way masterly analysis of Adorno's thinking about music. No one who studies
Adorno and music will be able to dispense with it; and if they can afford only one
book on Adorno and music, this will be the one. For in miniature, it contains
everything one needs: a collection of exceptionally important writings on all the
principal aspects of music and musical life with which Adorno dealt; totally reliable
scholarship; and powerfully illuminating commentary that will help readers at all
levels read and re-read the essays in question."—Rose Rosengard Subotnik, author
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of Deconstructive Variations: Music and Reason in Western Society "An invaluable
contribution to Adorno scholarship, with well chosen essays on composers, works,
the culture industry, popular music, kitsch, and technology. Leppert's introduction
and commentaries are consistently useful; his attention to secondary literature
remarkable; his interpretation responsible. The new translations by Susan Gillespie
(and others) are outstanding not only for their care and readability, but also for
their sensitivity to Adorno's forms and styles."—Lydia Goehr, author of The Quest
for Voice: Music, Politics and the Limits of Philosophy "With its careful, full edition
of Adorno's important musical texts and its exhaustive yet eminently readable
commentaries, Richard Leppert's magisterial book represents a brilliant solution to
the age-old dilemma of bringing together primary text and interpretation in one
volume."—James Deaville, Director, School of the Arts, McMaster University "The
developing variations of Adorno's life-long involvement with musical themes are
fully audible in this remarkable collection. What might be called his 'literature on
notes' brilliantly complements the 'notes to literature' he devoted to the written
word. Richard Leppert's superb commentaries constitute a book-length
contribution in their own right, which will enlighten and challenge even the most
learned of Adorno scholars."—Martin Jay, author of The Dialectical Imagination: A
History of The Frankfurt School and the Institute of Social Research "There is afoot
in Anglo-American musicology today the first wholesale reconsideration of Adorno's
thought since the pioneering work of Rose Rosengard Subotnik around 1980.
Essays on Music will play a central role in this effort. It will do so because Richard
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Leppert has culled Adorno's writings so as to make clear to musicologists the place
of music in the broad critique of modernity that was Adorno's overarching project;
and it will do so because Leppert has explained these writings, in commentaries
that amount to a book-length study, so as to reveal to non-musicologists the
essentially musical foundation of this project. No one interested in Adorno from any
perspective—or, for that matter, in modernity and music all told—can afford to
ignore Essays on Music."—Gary Tomlinson, author of Metaphysical Song: An Essay
on Opera "This book is both a major achievement by its author-editor and a
remarkable act of scholarly generosity for the rest of us. Until now, English
translations of Adorno's major essays on music have been scattered and often
unreliable. Until now, there has been no comprehensive scholarly treatment of
Adorno's musical thinking. This volume remedies both problems at a single stroke.
It will be read equally—and eagerly—for Adorno's texts and for Richard Leppert's
commentary on them, both of which will continue to be essential resources as
musical scholarship seeks increasingly to come to grips with the social contexts
and effects of music. No one knows Adorno better than Leppert, and no one is
better equipped to clarify the complex interweaving of sociology, philosophy, and
musical aesthetics that is central to Adorno's work. From now on, everyone who
reads Adorno on music, whether a beginner or an expert, is in Richard Leppert's
debt for devoting his exceptional gifts of learning and lucidity to this
project."—Lawrence Kramer, author of Musical Meaning: Toward a Critical History
Page 4/27

File Type PDF Aesthetics And Politics Theodor W Adorno
Infancy and History
The creation of the Frankfurt School of critical theory in the 1920s saw the birth of
some of the most exciting and challenging writings of the twentieth century. It is
out of this background that the great critic Theodor Adorno emerged. His finest
essays are collected here, offering the reader unparalleled insights into Adorno's
thoughts on culture. He argued that the culture industry commodified and
standardized all art. In turn this suffocated individuality and destroyed critical
thinking. At the time, Adorno was accused of everything from overreaction to
deranged hysteria by his many detractors. In today's world, where even the least
cynical of consumers is aware of the influence of the media, Adorno's work takes
on a more immediate significance. The Culture Industry is an unrivalled indictment
of the banality of mass culture.

Radical Thinkers
Adorno
The Politics of Aesthetics rethinks the relationship between art and politics,
reclaiming "aesthetics" from the narrow confines it is often reduced to. Jacques
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Rancière reveals its intrinsic link to politics by analysing what they both have in
common: the delimitation of the visible and the invisible, the audible and the
inaudible, the thinkable and the unthinkable, the possible and the impossible.
Presented as a set of inter-linked interviews, The Politics of Aesthetics provides the
most comprehensive introduction to Rancière's work to date, ranging across the
history of art and politics from the Greek polis to the aesthetic revolution of the
modern age. Now reissued 10 years after its original publication, The Politics of
Aesthetics includes an afterword by Slavoj Zizek, an interview for the English
edition, a glossary of technical terms and an extensive bibliography.

Klaus von Beyme
An intense and lively debate on literature and art between thinkers who became
some of the great figures of twentieth-century philosophy and literature

Adorno's Aesthetic Theory
Construction of the Aesthetic intends to recuperate the sphere of the aesthetic
from the dialectic of existence: 'not to forget in dreams the present world, but to
change it by the strength of an image.'
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Aesthetics and Politics
How and why did experience and knowledge become separated? Is it possible to
talk of an infancy of experience, a “dumb” experience? For Walter Benjamin, the
“poverty of experience” was a characteristic of modernity, originating in the
catastrophe of the First World War. For Giorgio Agamben, the Italian editor of
Benjamin’s complete works, the destruction of experience no longer needs
catastrophes: daily life in any modern city will suffice. Agamben’s profound and
radical exploration of language, infancy, and everyday life traces concepts of
experience through Kant, Hegel, Husserl and Benveniste. In doing so he elaborates
a theory of infancy that throws new light on a number of major themes in
contemporary thought: the anthropological opposition between nature and culture;
the linguistic opposition between speech and language; the birth of the subject and
the appearance of the unconscious. Agamben goes on to consider time and
history; the Marxist notion of base and superstructure (via a careful reading of the
famous Adorno–Benjamin correspondence on Baudelaire’s Paris); and the
difference between rituals and games. Beautifully written, erudite and provocative,
these essays will be of great interest to students of philosophy, linguistics,
anthropology and politics.

Aesthetics of Negativity
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This classic account of the nature of film music aesthetics was first published in
1947. Its value comes from a unique combination of talents and experience
enjoyed by the book's authors. Eisler's time at Hollywood gave him a particular
insight on the technical questions which arise for composers when music is used in
the production of films, while Adorno was able to contribute on wide aesthetic and
sociological matters as well as specifically musical questions. Above all, the
authors envisaged the book as a contribution to the study of modern, industrialized
culture; and, in this respect, it has a particular importance to the whole area of
cultural studies. With an introduction by Graham McCann.

Critical Models
Ewa Ziarek fully articulates a feminist aesthetics, focusing on the struggle for
freedom in women's literary and political modernism and the devastating impact of
racist violence and sexism. She examines the contradiction between women's
transformative literary and political practices and the oppressive realities of racist
violence and sexism, and she situates these tensions within the entrenched
opposition between revolt and melancholia in studies of modernity and within the
friction between material injuries and experimental aesthetic forms. Ziarek's
political and aesthetic investigations concern the exclusion and destruction of
women in politics and literary production and the transformation of this oppression
into the inaugural possibilities of writing and action. Her study is one of the first to
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combine an in-depth engagement with philosophical aesthetics, especially the
work of Theodor W. Adorno, with women's literary modernism, particularly the
writing of Virginia Woolf and Nella Larsen, along with feminist theories on the
politics of race and gender. By bringing seemingly apolitical, gender-neutral
debates about modernism's experimental forms together with an analysis of
violence and destroyed materialities, Ziarek challenges both the anti-aesthetic
subordination of modern literature to its political uses and the appreciation of art's
emancipatory potential at the expense of feminist and anti-racist political
struggles.

Feminist Aesthetics and the Politics of Modernism
Marxism and Art is a collection of basic readings in Marxist criticism and aesthetics.

The Culture Industry
Cultural critic Fredric Jameson, renowned for his incisive studies of the passage of
modernism to postmodernism, returns to the movement that dramatically broke
with all tradition in search of progress for the first time since his acclaimed A
Singular Modernity . The Modernist Papers is a tour de froce of anlysis and
criticism, in which Jameson brings his dynamic and acute thought to bear on the
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modernist literature of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Jameson discusses
modernist poetics, including intensive discussions of the work of Baudelaire,
Rimbaud, Mallarmé, Wallace Stevens, Joyce, Proust, and Thomas Mann. He
explores the peculiarties of the American literary field, taking in William Carlos
Williams and the American epic, and examines the language theories of Gertrude
Stein. Refusing to see modernism as simply a Western phenomenon he also pays
close attention to its Japanese expression; while the complexities of a late
modernist representation of twentieth-century politics are articulated in a
concluding section on Peter Weiss’s novel The Aesthetics of Resistance.
Challenging our previous understanding of the literature of this pperiod, this
monumental work will come to be regarded as the classic study of modernism.

The Politics of Aesthetics
No other country and no other period has produced a tradition of major aesthetic
debate to compare with that which unfolded in German culture from the 1930s to
the 1950s. In Aesthetics and Politics the key texts of the great Marxist
controversies over literature and art during these years are assembled in a single
volume. They do not form a disparate collection but a continuous, interlinked
debate between thinkers who have become giants of twentieth-century intellectual
history.
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Dialectic of Enlightenment
Perhaps the most important aesthetics of the twentieth century appears here
newly translated, in English that is for the first time faithful to the intricately
demanding language of the original German. The culmination of a lifetime of
aesthetic investigation, Aesthetic Theory is Theodor W. Adorno's magnum opus,
the clarifying lens through which the whole of his work is best viewed, providing a
framework within which his other major writings cohere.

Marxism and Art
This is the first book to offer readers a guide through the vast labyrinth of Theodor
Adorno's Aesthetic Theory, putting the work into historical context and outlining
the main ideas and the relevant debates it participated in or spawned.Lambert
Zuidervaart is Professor of Philosophy at Calvin College.

Aspects of the New Right-Wing Extremism
The eminent critic and scholar analyzes a wide range of topics, including Aldous
Huxley's Brave New World, jazz, the music of Bach, and museums
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The Insistence of Art
In Adorno's Theory of Philosophical and Aesthetic Truth, Owen Hulatt undertakes
an original reading of Theodor W. Adorno's epistemology and its material
underpinnings, deepening our understanding of his theories of truth, art, and the
nonidentical. Hulatt's novel interpretation casts Adorno's theory of philosophical
and aesthetic truth as substantially unified, supporting the thinker's claim that
both philosophy and art are capable of being true. For Adorno, truth is produced
when rhetorical "texture" combines with cognitive "performance," leading to the
breakdown of concepts that mediate the experience of the consciousness. Both
philosophy and art manifest these features, although philosophy enacts these
conceptual issues directly, while art does so obliquely. Hulatt builds a robust
argument for Adorno's claim that concepts ineluctably misconstrue their objects.
He also puts the still influential thinker into conversation with Hegel, Husserl,
Frazer, Sohn-Rethel, Benjamin, Strawson, Dahlhaus, Habermas, and Caillois,
among many others.

Under the Sign of Saturn
No other country and no other period has produced a tradition of major aesthetic
debate to compare with that which unfolded in German culture from the 1930s to
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the 1950s. In Aesthetics and Politics the key texts of the great Marxist
controversies over literature and art during these years are assembled in a single
volume. They do not form a disparate collection but a continuous, interlinked
debate between thinkers who have become giants of twentieth-century intellectual
history.

Minima Moralia
This shrinkwrapped set contains twelve Verso Radical Thinkers volumes at a
discounted price: Machiavelli and Us by Louis Althusser Race, Nation, Class:
Ambiguous Identities by Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein Passwords by
Jean Baudrillard The Panopticon Writings by Jeremy Bentham Comments on the
Society of the Spectacle by Guy Debord Design and Crime (And Other Diatribes) by
Hal Foster Critique of Economic Reason by Andre Gorz Brecht and Method by
Fredric Jameson The Politics of Time: Modernity and Avant-Garde by Peter Osborne
Postmodern Geographies: The Reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory by
Edward W. Soja Freudian Slip: Psychoanalysis and Textual Criticism by Sebastiano
Timpanaro Contingency, Hegemony, Universality: Contemporary Dialogues on the
Left by Slavoj Zizek, Ernesto Laclau, and Judith Butler

Theodor W. Adorno
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This volume of lectures on aesthetics, given by Adorno in the winter semester of
1958–9, formed the foundation for his later Aesthetic Theory, widely regarded as
one of his greatest works. The lectures cover a wide range of topics, from an
intense analysis of the work of Georg Lukács to a sustained reflection on the theory
of aesthetic experience, from an examination of works by Plato, Kant, Hegel,
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard and Benjamin, to a discussion of the latest
experiments of John Cage, attesting to the virtuosity and breadth of Adorno's
engagement. All the while, Adorno remains deeply connected to his surrounding
context, offering us a window onto the artistic, intellectual and political
confrontations that shaped life in post-war Germany. This volume will appeal to a
broad range of students and scholars in the humanities and social sciences, as well
as anyone interested in the development of critical theory.

Aesthetics and Politics
This third essay collection by America's leading essayist brings together her most
important critical writing from 1972 to 1980, in which she explores some of the
most influential artists and thinkers of our time.

Aesthetics and Politics
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Perhaps the most important aesthetics of the twentieth century appears here
newly translated, in English that is for the first time faithful to the intricately
demanding language of the original German. The culmination of a lifetime of
aesthetic investigation, Aesthetic Theory is Adorno’s major work, a defense of
modernism that is paradoxical in its defense of illusion. In it, Adorno takes up the
problem of art in a day when “it goes without saying that nothing concerning art
goes without saying.” In the course of his discussion, Adorno revisits such concepts
as the sublime, the ugly, and the beautiful, demonstrating that concepts such as
these are reservoirs of human experience. These experiences ultimately underlie
aesthetics, for in Adorno’s formulation “art is the sedimented history of human
misery.” Robert Hullot-Kentor’s translation painstakingly, yet fluently, reproduces
the nuances and particularities of the original. Long awaited and significant,
Aesthetic Theory is the clarifying lens through which the whole of Adorno’s work is
best viewed, providing a framework within which his other major writings cohere.

Late Marxism
Klaus von Beyme, a highly distinguished German political scientist, has been
recognised as a “Pioneer in the Study of Political Theory and Comparative Politics”.
When he received the highly esteemed Mattei Dogan Award during the XXII World
Congress of Political Science in Madrid on 12 July 2012, in his laudatio Rainer
Eisfeld portrayed Klaus v. Beyme as a “Global Scholar and Public Intellectual”. On
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the occasion of Klaus v. Beyme’s 80th birthday this book offers a selection of his
major previously published and new texts focusing on “Empirical Political Theory”,
“The Evolution of Comparative Politics, Revival of Normative Political Theory in
Empirical Research”, “Theodor W. Adorno - Political Theory as Theory of
Aesthetics”, “Historical Forerunners of Policy Studies”, “Political Institutions – Old
and New”, “Representative Democracy and the Populist Temptation”, “Political
Advisors to Politicians”, and on “The Concept of Political Class: A New Dimension of
Research on Elites?”.

The Utopian Function of Art and Literature
Theodor Adorno is one of the 20th century's most influential thinkers in the areas
of social theory, philosophy, aesthetics and music. This volume of essays contains
Adorno's thoughts on music and its wider social implications.

Adorno and Art
A comprehensive, critical and accessible account of Theodor W. Adorno's
materialist-dialectical aesthetic theory of art from a contemporary perspective, this
volume shows how Adorno's critical theory is awash with images crystallising
thoughts to such a degree that it has every reason to be described as aesthetic.
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Theodor W. Adorno
A lively and lucid introduction to one of the great Marxist thinkers of the 20th
century by the master cultural critic.

Essays on Music
Aesthetics
Maurice Blanchot and Theodor W. Adorno are among the most difficult but also the
most profound thinkers in twentieth-century aesthetics. While their methods and
perspectives differ widely, they share a concern with the negativity of the artwork
conceived in terms of either its experience and possibility or its critical expression.
Such negativity is neither nihilistic nor pessimistic but concerns the status of the
artwork and its autonomy in relation to its context or its experience. For both
Blanchot and Adorno negativity is the key to understanding the status of the
artwork in post-Kantian aesthetics and, although it indicates how art expresses
critical possibilities, albeit negatively, it also shows that art bears an irreducible
ambiguity such that its meaning can always negate itself. This ambiguity takes on
an added material significance when considered in relation to language as the
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negativity of the work becomes aesthetic in the further sense of being both
sensible and experimental, and in doing so the language of the literary work
becomes a form of thinking that enables materiality to be thought in its ambiguity.
In a series of rich and compelling readings, William S. Allen shows how an original
and rigorous mode of thinking arises within Blanchot’s early writings and how
Adorno’s aesthetics depends on a relation between language and materiality that
has been widely overlooked. Furthermore, by reconsidering the problem of the
autonomous work of art in terms of literature, a central issue in modernist
aesthetics is given a greater critical and material relevance as a mode of thinking
that is abstract and concrete, rigorous and ambiguous. While examples of this kind
of writing can be found in the works of Blanchot and Beckett, the demands that
such texts place on readers only confirm the challenges and the possibilities that
literary autonomy poses to thought.

The Modernist Papers
Adorno’s lectures on ontology and dialectics from 1960–61 comprise his most
sustained and systematic analysis of Heidegger’s philosophy. They also represent
a continuation of a project that he shared with Walter Benjamin – ‘to demolish
Heidegger’. Following the publication of the latter’s magnum opus Being and Time,
and long before his notorious endorsement of Nazism at Freiburg University, both
Adorno and Benjamin had already rejected Heidegger’s fundamental ontology.
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After his return to Germany from his exile in the United States, Adorno became
Heidegger’s principal intellectual adversary, engaging more intensively with his
work than with that of any other contemporary philosopher. Adorno regarded
Heidegger as an extremely limited thinker and for that reason all the more
dangerous. In these lectures, he highlights Heidegger’s increasing fixation with the
concept of ontology to show that the doctrine of being can only truly be
understood through a process of dialectical thinking. Rather than exploiting overt
political denunciation, Adorno deftly highlights the connections between
Heidegger’s philosophy and his political views and, in doing so, offers an
alternative plea for enlightenment and rationality. These seminal lectures, in which
Adorno dissects the thought of one of the most influential twentieth-century
philosophers, will appeal to students and scholars in philosophy and critical theory
and throughout the humanities and social sciences.

Aesthetic Theory
The Melancholy Science is the first and foundational work from the celebrated
philosopher Gillian Rose and a classic critique of critical theory.

The Melancholy Science
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Essays in aesthetics by the philosopher Ernst Bloch that belong to the tradition of
cultural criticism represented by Georg Lukács, Theodor Adorno, and Walter
Benjamin. The aesthetic essays of the philosopher Ernst Bloch (1885-1977) belong
to the rich tradition of cultural criticism represented by Georg Lukács, Theodor
Adorno, and Walter Benjamin. Bloch was a significant creative source for these
thinkers, and his impact is nowhere more evident than in writings on art. Bloch was
fascinated with art as a reflection of both social realities and human dreams.
Whether he is discussing architecture or detective novels, the theme that drives
his work is always the same--the striving for something better, for a homeland that
is more socially aware, more humane, more just. The book opens with an
illuminating discussion between Bloch and Adorno on the meaning of utopia; then
follow twelve essays written between 1930 and 1973 on topics such as aesthetic
theory, genres such as music, painting, theater, film, opera, poetry, and the novel,
and perhaps most important, popular culture in the form of fairy tales, detective
stories, and dime novels. The MIT Press has previously published Ernst Bloch's
Natural Law and Human Dignity and his magnum opus, The Principle of Hope. The
Utopian Function of Art and Literature is included in the series Studies in
Contemporary German Social Thought, edited by Thomas McCarthy.

Ontology and Dialectics
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'Interventions' and 'Catchwords"--And addresses issues such as the dangers of
ideological conformity, the fragility of democracy, educational reform, the
influence of television and radio and the aftermath and continuity of racism.

Adorno's Theory of Philosophical and Aesthetic Truth
This book presents one of the first systematic assessments of aesthetic insights
into world politics. It examines the nature of aesthetic approaches and outlines
how they differ from traditional analysis of politics. The book explores the potential
and limits of aesthetics through a series of case studies on language and poetics.

Aesthetic Theory
Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer wrote the central text of "critical theory",
Dialectic of Enlightenment, a measured critique of the Enlightenment reason that,
they argued, had resulted in fascism and totalitarianism. Towards a New Manifesto
shows the two philosophers in a uniquely spirited and free-flowing exchange of
ideas. This book is a record of their discussions over three weeks in the spring of
1956, recorded with a view to the production of a contemporary version of The
Communist Manifesto. A philosophical jam-session in which the two thinkers
improvise freely, often wildly, on central themes of their work--theory and practice,
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labor and leisure, domination and freedom--in a political register found nowhere
else in their writing. Amid a careening flux of arguments, aphorisms and asides, in
which the trenchant alternates with the reckless, the playful with the ingenuous,
positions are swapped and contradictions unheeded, without any compulsion for
consistency. A thrilling example of philosophy in action and a compelling map of a
possible passage to a new world.

Aisthesis: Scenes from the Aesthetic Regime of Art
A reflection on everyday existence in the ‘sphere of consumption of late
Capitalism’, this work is Adorno’s literary and philosophical masterpiece. Built from
aphorisms and reflections, he shifts in register from personal experience to the
most general theoretical problems.

Towards a New Manifesto
Rancière’s magnum opus on the aesthetic Aisthesis is Jacques Rancière’s longawaited, definitive statement on aesthetics, art and modernity. The book
comprises a string of dramatic and evocative locales, each embodying specific
artistic tendencies and together spanning the modern era—from Dresden in 1764
to New York in 1941. Along the way, we view the Belvedere Torso with
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Winckelmann, accompany Hegel to the museum and Mallarmé to the FoliesBergère, attend a lecture by Emerson, and visit exhibitions in Paris and New York,
factories in Berlin, and film sets in Moscow and Hollywood. Rancière uses these
sites and events—some famous, others forgotten—to ask what becomes art and
what comes of it. He shows how a regime of artistic perception and interpretation
was constituted and transformed by erasing the distinctions between the different
arts along with the borders separating them from ordinary experience. This incisive
study provides a history of artistic modernity far removed from conventional
understandings of modernism.

Kierkegaard
Theodor W. Adorno (1903–1969) was one of the twentieth century’s most
important thinkers. In light of two pivotal developments—the rise of fascism, which
culminated in the Holocaust, and the standardization of popular culture as a
commodity indispensable to contemporary capitalism—Adorno sought to evaluate
and synthesize the essential insights of Western philosophy by revisiting the
ethical and sociological arguments of his predecessors: Kant, Nietzsche, Hegel, and
Marx. This book, first published in Germany in 1996, provides a succinct
introduction to Adorno’s challenging and far-reaching thought. Gerhard
Schweppenhäuser, a leading authority on the Frankfurt School of critical theory,
explains Adorno’s epistemology, social and political philosophy, aesthetics, and
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theory of culture. After providing a brief overview of Adorno’s life,
Schweppenhäuser turns to the theorist’s core philosophical concepts, including
post-Kantian critique, determinate negation, and the primacy of the object, as well
as his view of the Enlightenment as a code for world domination, his diagnosis of
modern mass culture as a program of social control, and his understanding of
modernist aesthetics as a challenge to conceive an alternative politics. Along the
way, Schweppenhäuser illuminates the works widely considered Adorno’s most
important achievements: Minima Moralia, Dialectic of Enlightenment (co-authored
with Horkheimer), and Negative Dialectics. Adorno wrote much of the first two of
these during his years in California (1938–49), where he lived near Arnold
Schoenberg and Thomas Mann, whom he assisted with the musical aesthetics at
the center of Mann’s novel Doctor Faustus.

Composing for the Films
Theodor W. Adorno (1903-69) was one of the foremost philosophers and social
theorists of the post-war period. Crucial to the development of Critical Theory, his
highly original and distinctive but often difficult writings not only advance
questions of fundamental philosophical significance, but provide deep-reaching
analyses of literature, art, music sociology and political theory. In this
comprehensive introduction, Brian O'Connor explains Adorno's philosophy for those
coming to his work for the first time, through original new lines of interpretation.
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Beginning with an overview of Adorno's life and key philosophical views and
influences, which contextualizes the intellectual environment in which he worked,
O'Connor assesses the central elements of Adorno's philosophy. He carefully
examines Adorno's distinctive style of analysis and shows how much of his work is
a critical response to the various forms of identity thinking that have underpinned
the destructive forces of modernity. He goes on to discuss the main areas of
Adorno's philosophy: social theory, the philosophy of experience, metaphysics,
morality and aesthetics; setting out detailed accounts of Adorno's notions of the
dialectic of Enlightenment, reification, totality, mediation, identity, nonidentity,
experience, negative dialectics, immanence, freedom, autonomy, imitation and
autonomy in art. The final chapter considers Adorno's philosophical legacy and
importance today. Including a chronology, glossary, chapter summaries, and
suggestions for further reading, Adorno is an ideal introduction to this demanding
but important thinker, and essential reading for students of philosophy, literature,
sociology and cultural studies.

Prisms
The interest in aesthetics in Philosophy, Literary and Cultural Studies is growing
rapidly. 'The new aestheticism' contains exemplary essays by key practitioners in
these fields which demonstrate the importance of this area of enquiry.
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The New Aestheticism
Philosophers working on aesthetics have paid considerable attention to art and
artists of the early modern period. Yet early modern artistic practices scarcely
figure in recent work on the emergence of aesthetics as a branch of philosophy
over the course the eighteenth century. This book addresses that gap, elaborating
the extent to which artworks and practices of the fifteenth through the eighteenth
centuries were accompanied by an immense range of discussions about the arts
and their relation to one another. Rather than take art as a stand-in for or
reflection of some other historical event or social phenomenon, this book treats art
as a phenomenon in itself. The contributors suggest ways in which artworks and
practices of the early modern period make aesthetic experience central to
philosophical reflection, while also showing art’s need for philosophy.
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