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The New Shape of World Christianity
How and why is Christianity's center of gravity shifting to the developing world? To understand this rapidly growing
phenomenon, Donald E. Miller and Tetsunao Yamamori spent four years traveling the globe conducting extensive on-theground research in twenty different countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe. The result is this vividly detailed
book which provides the most comprehensive information available on Pentecostalism, the fastest-growing religion in the
world. Rich with scenes from everyday life, the book dispel many stereotypes about this religion as they build a wideranging, nuanced portrait of a major new social movement.

Unimaginable
This magisterial Norton Anthology, edited by world-renowned scholars, offers a portable library of more than 1,000 primary
texts from the world’s major religions. To help readers encounter strikingly unfamiliar texts with pleasure; accessible
introductions, headnotes, annotations, pronouncing glossaries, maps, illustrations and chronologies are provided. For
readers of any religion or none, The Norton Anthology of World Religions opens new worlds that, as Miles writes, invite us
"to see others with a measure of openness, empathy, and good will"
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Unprecedented in scope and approach, The Norton Anthology of World Religions: Christianity brings together over 150 texts
from the Apostolic Era to the New Millennium. The volume features Jack Miles’s illuminating General Introduction—“How the
West Learned to Compare Religions”—as well as Lawrence S. Cunningham’s “The Words and the Word Made Flesh,” a lively
primer on the history and core tenets of Christianity.

Bad Christians, New Spains
Norman Anderson examines the works of well-known thinkers, the biblical evidence, and the beliefs of major non-Christian
religions to show the uniqueness and relevance of Christianity in a world devoted to pluralism.

Christianity and "the World"
An important and respected voice for liberal American Christianity for the past twenty years, Bishop John Shelby Spong
integrates his often controversial stands on the Bible, Jesus, theism, and morality into an intelligible creed that speaks to
today's thinking Christian. In this compelling and heartfelt book, he sounds a rousing call for a Christianity based on critical
thought rather than blind faith, on love rather than judgment, and that focuses on life more than religion.

Christianity and World Religions
We are living in the "Age of Migration" and migration has a profound impact on all aspects of society and on religious
institutions. While there is significant research on migration in the social sciences, little study has been done to understand
the impact of migration on Christianity. This book investigates this important topic and the ramifications for Christian
theology and ethics. It begins with anthropological and sociological perspectives on the mutual impact between migration
and Christianity, followed by a re-reading of certain events in the Hebrew Scripture, the New Testament, and Church history
to highlight the central role of migration in the formation of Israel and Christianity. Then follow attempts to reinterpret in the
light of migration the basic Christian beliefs regarding God, Christ, and church. The next part studies how migration raises
new issues for Christian ethics such as human dignity and human rights, state rights, social justice and solidarity, and
ecological justice. The last part explores what is known as "Practical Theology" by examining the implications of migration
for issues such as liturgy and worship, spirituality, architecture, and education.

New Testament Christianity in the Roman World
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This book explores both historical and contemporary Christian sources and dimensions of global law and includes critical
perspectives from various religious and philosophical traditions. Two dozen leading scholars discuss the constituent
principles of this new global legal order historically, comparatively, and currently. The first part uses a historicalbiographical approach to study a few of the major Christian architects of global law and transnational legal theory, from St.
Paul to Jacques Maritain. The second part distills the deep Christian sources and dimensions of the main principles of global
law, historically and today, separating out the distinct Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox Christian contributions as
appropriate. Finally, the authors address a number of pressing global issues and challenges, where a Christian-informed
legal perspective can and should have deep purchase and influence. The work makes no claim that Christianity is the only
historical shaper of global law, nor that it should monopolize the theory and practice of global law today. But the book does
insist that Christianity, as one of the world’s great religions, has deep norms and practices, ideas and institutions, prophets
and procedures that can be of benefit as the world struggles to find global legal resources to confront humanity’s greatest
challenges. The volume will be an essential resource for academics and researchers working in the areas of law and
religion, transnational law, legal philosophy, and legal history.

A New Christianity for a New World
In this book Mark Noll revisits the history of the American church in the context of world events. He makes the case that
how Americans have come to practice the Christian faith is just as globally important as what the American church has
done in the wor

Norton Anthology of World Religions
This book explores Africa's involvement in the Atlantic world from the fifteenth century to the eighteenth century. It focuses
especially on the causes and consequences of the slave trade, in Africa, in Europe, and in the New World. African
institutions, political events, and economic structures shaped Africa's voluntary involvement in the Atlantic arena before
1680. Africa's economic and military strength gave African elites the capacity to determine how trade with Europe
developed. Thornton examines the dynamics of colonization which made slaves so necessary to European colonizers, and
he explains why African slaves were placed in roles of central significance. Estate structure and demography affected the
capacity of slaves to form a self-sustaining society and behave as cultural actors, transferring and transforming African
culture in the New World.

Christianity as a World Religion
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"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this exciting book,
Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new Christian
communities interpreted his mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This edition
includes an introduction reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and theology.
"Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American Academy
of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist would an especially rich complex site. With
great care she distinguishes the literary images from historical fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in
terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian
Science Monitor

Christianity in the Modern World
Named one of the top religion books of 2002 by USA Today, Philip Jenkins's phenomenally successful The Next Christendom
permanently changed the way people think about the future of Christianity. In that volume, Jenkins called the world's
attention to the little noticed fact that Christianity's center of gravity was moving inexorably southward, to the point that
Africa may soon be home to the world's largest Christian populations. Now, in this brilliant sequel, Jenkins takes a much
closer look at Christianity in the global South, revealing what it is like, and what it means for the future. The faith of the
South, Jenkins finds, is first and foremost a biblical faith. Indeed, in the global South, many Christians identify powerfully
with the world portrayed in the New Testament--an agricultural world very much like their own, marked by famine and
plague, poverty and exile, until very recently a society of peasants, farmers, and small craftsmen. In the global South, as in
the biblical world, belief in spirits and witchcraft are commonplace, and in many places--such as Nigeria, Indonesia, and
Sudan--Christians are persecuted just as early Christians were. Thus the Bible speaks to the global South with a vividness
and authenticity simply unavailable to most believers in the industrialized North. More important, Jenkins shows that
throughout the global South, believers are reading the Bible with fresh eyes, and coming away with new and sometimes
startling interpretations. Some of their conclusions are distinctly fundamentalist, but Jenkins finds an intriguing paradox, for
they are also finding ideas in the Bible that are socially liberating, especially with respect to women's rights. Across Africa,
Asia, and Latin America, such Christians are social activists in the forefront of a wide range of liberation movements. It's
hard to overstate how interesting, how eye-opening, how frequently surprising (and sometimes disturbing) Jenkins' findings
are. Anyone interested in the implications of these trends for the major denominations, for Muslim-Christian conflict, and for
global politics will find The New Faces of Christianity provocative and incisive--and indispensable.

Christianity & World Religions
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Could slaves become Christian? If so, did their conversion lead to freedom? If not, then how could perpetual enslavement be
justified? In Christian Slavery, Katharine Gerbner contends that religion was fundamental to the development of both
slavery and race in the Protestant Atlantic world. Slave owners in the Caribbean and elsewhere established governments
and legal codes based on an ideology of "Protestant Supremacy," which excluded the majority of enslaved men and women
from Christian communities. For slaveholders, Christianity was a sign of freedom, and most believed that slaves should not
be eligible for conversion. When Protestant missionaries arrived in the plantation colonies intending to convert enslaved
Africans to Christianity in the 1670s, they were appalled that most slave owners rejected the prospect of slave conversion.
Slaveholders regularly attacked missionaries, both verbally and physically, and blamed the evangelizing newcomers for
slave rebellions. In response, Quaker, Anglican, and Moravian missionaries articulated a vision of "Christian Slavery,"
arguing that Christianity would make slaves hardworking and loyal. Over time, missionaries increasingly used the language
of race to support their arguments for slave conversion. Enslaved Christians, meanwhile, developed an alternate vision of
Protestantism that linked religious conversion to literacy and freedom. Christian Slavery shows how the contentions
between slave owners, enslaved people, and missionaries transformed the practice of Protestantism and the language of
race in the early modern Atlantic world.

The Triumph of Christianity
A Stirring Account of Christianity's Power for Good In a day when Christians are often attacked for their beliefs, professor
and speaker Jeremiah Johnston offers an inspiring look at the positive influence of Christianity, both historically and today.
In Unimaginable, you'll discover the far-reaching ways that Christianity is good for the world--and has been since the first
century AD--including: · How the plights of women and children in society were forever changed by Jesus · Why democracy
and our education and legal systems owe much to Christianity · How early believers demonstrated the inherent value of
human life by caring for the sick, handicapped, and dying · How Christians today are extending God's kingdom through
charities, social justice efforts, and other profound ways Like It's a Wonderful Life, the classic film that showed George
Bailey how different Bedford Falls would be without his presence, Unimaginable guides readers through the halls of history
to see how Jesus' teachings dramatically changed the world and continue to be the most powerful force for good today. This
provocative and enlightening book is sure to encourage believers and challenge doubters.

Global Pentecostalism
What did it mean to be a Christian in the Roman Empire? In one of the inaugural titles of Oxford's new Essentials in Biblical
Studies series, Harry O. Maier considers the multilayered social contexts that shaped the authors and audiences of the New
Testament. Beginning with the cosmos and the gods, Maier presents concentric realms of influence on the new religious
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movement of Christ-followers. The next is that of the empire itself and the sway the cult of the emperor held over believers
of a single deity. Within the empire, early Christianity developed mostly in cities, the shape of which often influenced the
form of belief. The family stood as the social unit in which daily expression of belief was most clearly on view and, finally,
Maier examines the role of personal and individual adherence to the religion in the shaping of the Christian experience in
the Roman world. In all of these various realms, concepts of sacrifice, belief, patronage, poverty, Jewishness, integration
into city life, and the social constitution of identity are explored as important facets of early Christianity as a lived religion.
Maier encourages readers to think of early Christianity not simply as an abstract and disconnected set of beliefs and
practices, but as made up of a host of social interactions and pluralisms. Religion thus ceases to exist as a single identity,
and acts instead as a sphere in which myriad identities co-exist.

The Next Christendom
Church historians have long known and appreciated Christianity's global history. Until recently, however, introductory
textbooks on the history of Christianity focused almost exclusively on Europe and North America. Robert Bruce Mullins's A
Short World History of Christianity, by contrast, offers a panoramic picture of the history of Christianity in its Western and
non-Western expressions. It tells the story of the early church in the Greek East as well as the Latin West; of Christianity's
spread into Asia as well as Europe during the Middle Ages; and its explosion around the world during the modern period.
Mullins's highly readable narrative explores why global perspectives have emerged so strongly in our understanding of the
story of Christianity and how they have impacted Christianity's perspective on its place in the world. This newly revised
edition adds information on such global phenomena as early Syriac-speaking Christianity; the growth of Pentecostalism
around the world, especially in the southern hemisphere; and recent trends in Christianity, including the elevation of the
first pope born in the Americas. A time line of key dates, call-out boxes, and other helpful study materials are also provided.
Beginning students will appreciate this memorable introduction to the most important events in the history and
development of Christianity.

From Jesus to Christ
Bishop John Shelby Spong has devoted his life to championing an authentic Christianity based on love, not hatred. In his
bestselling book Why Christianity Must Change or Die, Spong convincingly demonstrated the limits of traditional faith and
the toll its outmoded beliefs take on human life. Now the controversial champion of a more open and progressive
Christianity courageously presents his inspiring alternative of what true faith should be today, offering a unified vision of
authentic Christian belief for the third millennium. What does God look like beyond theism? How do we understand evil?
Who is Christ when traditional concepts such as incarnation, atonement, and the Trinity no longer communicate any
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meaning? In answering these questions, Bishop Spong goes beyond abstract theology to present his vision of a radically
new humanity rooted in God, yet matured beyond the need for a supernatural parental deity. A New Christianity for a New
World offers an understanding of Christianity that is free of exclusivity and shame. Bishop Spong empowers those who are
disillusioned by religion to discover a God who is the source of life and the source of love, unbounded by the limits of any
tradition. The Church of tomorrow, lie writes, must be able to "incorporate all of our reality. It must be able to allow God and
Satan to come together in each of us . . . . It must unite Christ with Antichrist, Jesus with Judas, male with female,
heterosexual with homosexual." After explaining why the traditional understandings of God, Christ, and the rules and
dogmas of the Church are not just inoperative but dangerous, Spong offers his contemporary vision of the Church as a
community of love, equality, and truth. This work is the ultimate legacy of his struggle to discover and promote a faith
system that can live in our new world. Only someone who has spent a lifetime crusading for change and the rights of
outcasts in the Church could give voice to such a reasoned, just, and loving faith. With Bishop Spong we can take the brave
step to discover the Christianity of tomorrow.

Christian Slavery
"This is an engaging multidisciplinary introduction to the worldwide spread and impact of Christianity. Bringing together
chapters from leading scholars in history, sociology, anthropology, and religious studies, this book examines the major
transformations in contemporary societies brought about through the influence of Christianity. Each chapter shows how the
broad themes within Christianity have been adopted and adapted by Christian demoninations within each major region of
the world. So, the book paints a global picture of the impact of Christianity, enriched by detailed historic and ethnographic
material for each particular region. Throughout, the chapters examine Protestant, Evangelical, Catholic and Orthodox forms
of Christianity. However, the approach is non-theological, focusing on the impact of and response to Christianity, rather
than questions of faith. The combination of broader perspectives and deep analysis of particular regions, illuminating the
social, cultural, political, and religious features of changes brought about by Christianity, makes this book essential reading
for students of world Christianity"--

Christianity and Global Law
Now in its second edition, Christianity as a World Religion locates Christianity within its global context. Structured by
geographical region, it covers Asia, Africa, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America, and Oceania. It deals
with four dimensions of Christianity in each context: Christian history, churches and society, interreligious relations, and
distinctive worship and theology. Study questions and further reading suggestions are provided in each chapter. Fully
updated throughout, this second edition now includes: - A new chapter covering Christianity in Oceania - Further analysis of
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the early growth of Christianity in Asia and Africa - Coverage of research trends in migration, theologies of prosperity, and
the role of local agents in evangelization - Coverage of global interconnections and networks, new movements, global
Catholicism, Christian political engagement and persecution of Christian communities - A thorough revision of the
conclusion, including reflection on the discipline of world Christianity and its implications for theology - 40 images and maps
- Chapter summaries - Extra resources online including a timeline and weblinks - New text design and layout, making the
text more student-friendly and accessible Christianity as a World Religion is ideal for courses on World Christianity,
Christianity as a Global Religion, the History of Christianity and contemporary Christian theology.

How Christianity Changed the World
Brian Bantum says that race is not merely an intellectual category or a biological fact. Much like the incarnation, it is a
Òword made flesh,Ó the confluence of various powers that allow some to organize and dominate the lives of others. In this
way racism is a deeply theological problem, one that is central to the Christian story and one that plays out daily in the
United States and throughout the world. In The Death of Race, Bantum argues that our attempts to heal racism will not
succeed until we address what gives rise to racism in the first place: a fallen understanding of our bodies that sees
difference as something to resist, defeat, or subdue. Therefore, he examines the question of race, but through the lens of
our bodies and what our bodies mean in the midst of a complicated, racialized world, one that perpetually dehumanizes
dark bodies, thereby rendering all of us less than God's intention.

Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy
Dominion
David Martin was one of the world’s leading commentators on secularization theory. He was also a committed and lifelong
reader of English poetry. The present book develops Martin’s argument against simplistic secularization narratives with
reference to the history of poetry, a topic with which few social theorists have been concerned. Martin shows the enduring
but ever-changing centrality of Christian thought and practice, in its many different forms, to English poetry. Always mindful
that the most important aspects of poetry’s history can be captured only by attending to the minutest particulars of
individual poems and poets, Martin’s study sheds unexpected light on a wide range of English poets, from Spenser and
Shakespeare to T.S. Eliot and Geoffrey Hill. The result is a study at once informed by an authoritative sociological
perspective on secularization and richly colored by the singular intensity of Martin’s own reading life.
Page 8/17

File Type PDF A New Christianity For World Why Traditional Faith Is Dying Amp How Being Born John Shelby
Spong
Christianity and Sexuality in the Early Modern World
In this new and substantially expanded Third Edition, Philip Jenkins continues to illuminate the remarkable expansion of
Christianity in the global South--in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Drawing upon the extensive new scholarship that has
appeared on this topic in recent years, he asks how the new Christianity is likely to affect the poor, among whom it finds its
most devoted adherents. How should we interpret the enormous success of prosperity churches across the Global South?
Politically, what will be the impact of new Christian movements? Will Christianity contribute to liberating the poor, to give
voices to the previously silent, or does it threaten only to bring new kinds of division and conflict? Does Christianity liberate
women, or introduce new scriptural bases for subjection? Acclaim for previous editions of The Next Christendom: Named
one of the Top Religion Books of 2002 by USA Today Named One of the Top Ten Religion Books of the Year by Booklist
(2002) Winner of the Christianity Today Book Award in the category of "Christianity and Culture" (2002) "Jenkins is to be
commended for reminding us, throughout the often gripping pages of this lively workthat the history of Christianity is the
history of innovative--and unpredictable--adaptations." --The New York Times Book Review "This is a landmark book.
Jenkin's thesis is comprehensively researched; his analysis is full of insight; and his projection of the future may indeed
prove to be prophetic." --Baptist Times "A valuable and provocative look at the phenomenon widely ignored in the affluent
North but likely to be of enormous importance in the century ahead. The Next Christendom is chillingly realistic about the
relationship between Christianity and Islam." --Russell Shaw, Crisis "If the times demand nothing less than a major
rethinking of contemporary global history from a Christian perspective, The Next Christendom will be one of the significant
landmarks pointing the way." --Mark Noll, Books & Culture

The New Christian World. An Original Work on Prophecy; Showing that the 2,300 Days, Daniel
Viii. 14 Will Terminate in 1843, Etc
A history of early Christianity considers its origins and surprising evolution from Jewish and pagan contexts, profiling the
odds posed by a fierce Roman state against which Christian practices were strategically developed.

Christianity and World Religions
Christianity and Sexuality in the Early Modern World is the first global survey of such for the early modern period. Merry
Wiesner-Hanks assesses the role of personal faith and the church itself in the control and expression of all aspects of
sexuality. The book ranges over developments within Europe and beyond to the European colonies including Brazil, Mexico,
South Africa and Goa, which were establishing themselves around the world. Christian missionaries and rituals and
structures accompanied all of the imperial powers and the control of the sexuality of both indigenous peoples and colonists
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was an essential part of policy. The book is introduced with a clear, original and engaging account of the central concepts in
the study of sexuality in Christianity, such as shame, sin, the body, marriage and gender. Drawing on diverse evidence
including literary, medical and historical the following sections chart changes in Western Christianity in the Late Middle
Ages, Protestantism and Catholicism in Europe, Orthodoxy in Eastern Europe and Russia, and finally the Spanish,
Portuguese, English and Dutch Colonies. Merry Wiesner-Hanks exciting book covers both the ideas and effects in each
period. Christianity and Sexuality in the early Modern World includes discursive bibliographies which discuss major books
and articles at the end of each chapter.

A World Full of Gods
A foremost historian of religion chronicles the arrival of Christianity in the New World, tracing the turning points in the
development of the immigrant church which have led to today's distinctly American faith.

The New Faces of Christianity
The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of how Christianity became
the dominant religion in the West. How did a religion whose first believers were twenty or so illiterate day laborers in a
remote part of the empire became the official religion of Rome, converting some thirty million people in just four centuries?
In The Triumph of Christianity, early Christian historian Bart D. Ehrman weaves the rigorously-researched answer to this
question “into a vivid, nuanced, and enormously readable narrative” (Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-winning author of
The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a handful of charismatic characters used a brilliant social strategy and an irresistible
message to win over hearts and minds one at a time. This “humane, thoughtful and intelligent” book (The New York Times
Book Review) upends the way we think about the single most important cultural transformation our world has ever
seen—one that revolutionized art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics, economics, and law.

Christian Theology in the Age of Migration
It’s no secret that the center of Christianity has shifted from the West to the global South and East. While the truths of the
Christian faith are universal, new contexts bring new questions, new understandings, and new expressions. What does this
mean for theology? Is the Christian faith not only culturally translatable, but also theologically translatable?Timothy
Tennent answers this question with a resounding yes. Theological reflection is alive and well in the majority world church,
and these new perspectives need to be heard, considered, and brought into conversation with Western theologians. Global
theology can make us aware of our own blind spots and biases. Because of its largely conservative stance, global theology
Page 10/17

File Type PDF A New Christianity For World Why Traditional Faith Is Dying Amp How Being Born John Shelby
Spong
has much to offer toward the revitalization of Western Christianity.Tennent examines traditional theological categories in
conversation with theologians from across the globe, making this volume valuable for students, pastors, missionaries, and
theologians alike.

The Darkening Age
Western civilization is becoming increasingly pluralistic,secularized, and biblically illiterate. Many people todayhave little
sense of how their lives have benefited fromChristianity’s influence, often viewing the church withhostility or
resentment.How Christianity Changed the World is a topicallyarranged Christian history for Christians and non-Christians.
Grounded in solid research and written in apopular style, this book is both a helpful apologetic toolin talking with
unbelievers and a source of evidence forwhy Christianity deserves credit for many of thehumane, social, scientific, and
cultural advances in theWestern world in the last two thousand years.Photographs, timelines, and charts enhance
eachchapter.This edition features questions for reflection anddiscussion for each chapter.

Theology in the Context of World Christianity
An engaging and accessible introduction to Christianity’srelationship with other world religions, addressing the questionsof
why the reality, and vitality, of other religions has become achallenge, and showing how Christianity is equipped to deal
withreligious plurality at both the doctrinal and social level. Timely and accessible, this book tackles the question of whythe
reality, and vitality, of other religions has become achallenge for Christianity Makes a decisive contribution to debates
about the clashbetween Islam and the West, arguing that the major threat toreligious freedoms come from secularism, and
that Islam andChristianity both have the resources to develop a vibrant andpluralist public square; one informed by
intellectual rigor anddebate Considers the wider issue of how modernity has defined‘religion’, and provides a substantial
critique ofsecular ways of controlling religions Shows how Christianity is very well suited to deal withreligious plurality at the
doctrinal and social level Addresses the core issues and describes the various answersthat have been proposed in recent
years – making it an idealintroduction to the field, and one which will stimulate ideas anddiscussions

Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400–1800
"Derek Cooper examines the rival worldviews found in Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism, Judaism, Islam, and
irreligion. He engages these worldviews from a Christian perspective, first by showing how the biblical authors engaged
other religions and then by surveying the way Christian theologians have done so. Each chapter contains six parts: (i) a
creation story, (ii) the religion's historical origin, (iii) its beliefs, (iv) religious writings, (v) worship practices, (vi) as well as
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Christian reflections on the religion. For those who would like to read more, the appendix includes lists of helpful primary
and secondary books." -- Publisher description.

Revelation
In Christianity and World Religions, Pastor and best-selling author Adam Hamilton explores four major world
religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism—and the beliefs of each with those of Christianity. He deals openly and
honestly with questions people ask about other religions like: Why are there so many different religions? How should
Christians view other religions? How is God at work in other religions? What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue God
through other religions? In examining these major world religions and the beliefs of their followers, Hamilton urges us as
Christians to build bridges with others so that we might grow in our faith, seek peace in our world, love our neighbor, and
find positive ways to share the gospel. Additional components for a six-week study include a Leader Guide to help facilitate
each weekly session and a DVD featuring Hamilton in 10-15 minute segments interviewing religious leader from each
tradition.

World Christianity
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence is rich, textured,
evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They
were dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosophermathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to death with shards of broken pottery. Not long before, their fellow
Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed it—smashing its world-famous statues and destroying all that
was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this victory
entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical culture, helping to pitch
Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would survive the purge;
countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early
Christians’ campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues proudly displayed in
churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching
account of the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.

Introducing World Christianity
A global and pioneering leader of progressive Christianity and the bestselling author of Why Christianity Must Change or Die
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and Eternal Life explains why a literal reading of the Gospels is actually heretical, and how this mistaken notion only
entered the church once Gentiles had pushed out all the Jewish followers of Jesus. A man who has consciously and
deliberately walked the path of Christ, John Shelby Spong has lived his entire life inside the Christian Church. In this
profound and considered work, he offers a radical new way to look at the gospels today as he shows just how deeply Jewish
the Christian Gospels are and how much they reflect the Jewish scriptures, history, and patterns of worship. Pulling back the
layers of a long-standing Gentile ignorance, he reveals how the church’s literal reading of the Bible is so far removed from
these original Jewish authors’ intent that it is an act of heresy. Using the Gospel of Matthew as a guide, Spong explores the
Bible’s literary and liturgical roots—its grounding in Jewish culture, symbols, icons, and storytelling tradition—to explain how
the events of Jesus’ life, including the virgin birth, the miracles, the details of the passion story, and the resurrection and
ascension, would have been understood by both the Jewish authors of the various gospels and by the Jewish audiences for
which they were originally written. Spong makes clear that it was only after the church became fully Gentile that readers of
the Gospels took these stories to be factual, distorting their original meaning. In Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy, Spong
illuminates the gospels as never before and provides a better blueprint for the future than where the church’s leaden and
heretical reading of the story of Jesus has led us—one that allows the faithful to live inside the Christian story in the modern
world.

Relocating World Christianity
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule
a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.

A Short World History of Christianity, Revised Edition
In his bestselling book Why Christianity Must Change or Die, Bishop John Shelby Spong described the toxins that are
poisoning the Church. Now he offers the antidote, calling Christians everywhere into a new and radical reformation for a
new age. Spong looks beyond traditional boundaries to open new avenues and a new vocabulary into the Holy, proposing a
Christianity premised upon justice, love, and the rise of a new humanity -- a vision of the power that might be.

A Bold New Foundation for Christianity
The Old Religion in a New World
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This book centers on two inquisitorial investigations, both of which began in the 1540s. One involved the relations of
Europeans and Native Americans in an Oaxacan town (in New Spain, today’s Mexico). The other involved relations of
Moriscos (recent Muslim converts to Catholicism) and Old Christians (people with deep Catholic ancestries) in the
Mediterranean kingdom of Valencia (in the "old" Spain). Although separated by an ocean, the social worlds preserved in the
inquisitorial files share many things. By comparing and contrasting the two inquisitions, Hamann reveals how very local
practices and debates had long-distance parallels that reveal the larger entanglements of a transatlantic early modern
world. Through a dialogue of two microhistories, he presents a macrohistory of large-scale social transformation. We see
how attempts in both places to turn old worlds into new ones were centered on struggles over materiality and temporality.
By paying close attention to theories (and practices) of reduction and conversion, Hamann suggests we can move beyond
anachronistic models of social change as colonization and place questions of time and history at the center of our
understandings of the sixteenth-century past. The book is an intervention in major debates in both history and
anthropology: about the writing of global histories, our conceptualizations of the colonial, the nature of religious and
cultural change, and the roles of material things in social life and the imagination of time.

Christianity and World Religions Revised Edition Large Print Edition
Christianity is vibrant and growing in the non-western “majority” world and Christianity is changing as a result. Pachuau
surveys the current trending approaches to recognizing and investigating “world Christianity” and explores the salient
features of the demographic changes that mark a measurable shift in the center of gravity from the northwest part of the
globe to the southern continents. This shift is not just geographical. World Christianity is ultimately about the changing and
diversifying character of Christianity and a renewed recognition of the dynamic universality of Christian faith itself:
Christianity is a shared religion in that people of different cultures and societies make it their own while being transformed
by it. Christanity is translatable and adaptable to all cultures while challenging each with its transformative power. Pachuau
also charts the theological reestablishment of the missionary enterprise founded on understandings of God’s mission in the
world (mission Dei), a mission of cross-cultural gospel diffusion for missionary advocates in the majority world but one of
near neighbor missional engagement for the contagious Charismatic Christianity of the majority world. This book is both a
descriptive study and a thoughtful analysis of world Christianity’s demographics, life, representation, and thought. The book
an also gives an account of the historical emergence of World Christianity and its theological characteristics using a
methodology that stresses the productive tension between the universal and particular in understanding a fundamentally
adaptable Christian faith.

A New Christianity for a New World
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MODERN EVENTS CHALLENGE RELIGIOUS WORLD UNDERSTANDINGS Mr. Bond, as a scientist outside the religious
establishment, and not subject to its conforming pressures, dares to address today's several internet collections of
supernatural experiences. His startling conclusion is that a transcendent God has been working in our world! However, he
begins the book by addressing traditional Christians' unfounded beliefs in many literal Bible understandings declared as
timeless truths, as derived from oral histories, allegorical writing styles, and beliefs in the Old Testament God. The liberal
church is observed as working to constructively de-mythologize many such traditional beliefs, but only responding with
various new understandings and beliefs in the God Jesus called his metaphorical father. Two modern internet sites are
shown as revealing a transcendent God making supernatural mind interventions in deathbed visions, near-death
experiences, and God-originated personal directives. By analyzing the many reported directive experiences, Mr. Bond
believes such God-initiated mind interventions are also found in several important New Testament stories. Thus, long
regarded as mythological like many others, these stories instead establish God was actually intervening in the life of Jesus,
and later many of his apostles, in what can be called the beginning of Christianity. The author's understandings thus
provide a distinctive new foundation for the Christian religion, that displace the few specific mythological beliefs now
forming the foundation of traditional Christianity. The author thus leads to belief in a supernatural God, a Jesus even more
firmly understood as inspired directly by God, and a God still working with mind interventions in individual lives and deaths.
This Christianity thus is conceived with a distinctive new God-centered foundation, derived from analysis of real world
experiences that should inspire modern minds in supporting Christianity. A CELESTIAL GOD IS RECOGNIZED AS WORKING IN
OUR WORLD

The Death of Race
A historian of antiquity shows how the Christian Revolution forged the Western imagination Crucifixion, the Romans
believed, was the worst fate imaginable. It was this that rendered it so suitable a punishment for slaves. How astonishing it
was, then, that people should have come to believe that one particular victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the
name of Jesus-had been a god. Dominion explores the implications of this shocking conviction as they have reverberated
throughout history. Today, the West remains utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. Our morals and ethics are not
universal. Instead, they are the fruits of a very distinctive civilization. Concepts such as secularism, liberalism, science, and
homosexuality are deeply rooted in a Christian seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles, Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion
tells the story of how Christianity transformed the world.

Why Christianity Must Change or Die
What is the state of Christianity today, and what might it look like in the future? In the West, the story for a long time has
Page 15/17

File Type PDF A New Christianity For World Why Traditional Faith Is Dying Amp How Being Born John Shelby
Spong
revolved around decline and the loss of monopoly status, but how are these shifts changing the practice of Christianity or
individual belief? Similarly, the rapid growth of Christianities in the Global South has been well reported, but the continuing
complex intersections of mission Christianity with indigenous religions are less well known. Large-scale flows of people
across increasingly fluid borders mean that not only does immigration sometimes significantly boost Christian numbers in a
given country, but that different forms of Christianity shift traditional religious landscapes. How will emerging trends such
as 'reverse mission' from the Global South affect Christianities in areas more used to sending rather than receiving
missions? As the majority of believers shifts from the West to the Global South, how will issues such as homosexuality be
played out theologically, politically and individually? Will new virtual churches manage to create viable long-term
communities? How does new festival Christianity function in the religious life of an individual? The divergent and oftentimes
contradictory state of Christianity in the modern world fuels questions about its place and future in the world: in politics,
education and healthcare. This book brings together cutting edge research on the most recent changes and trends in
Christianity worldwide. Contributors drawn from the USA, UK and Europe, Africa and East Asia offer an invaluable breadth of
coverage, expertise and disciplinary perspective at the intersections between sociology of religion, theology, politics,
education and human geography.
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ROMANCE ACTION & ADVENTURE MYSTERY & THRILLER BIOGRAPHIES & HISTORY CHILDREN’S YOUNG ADULT FANTASY
HISTORICAL FICTION HORROR LITERARY FICTION NON-FICTION SCIENCE FICTION
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